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For, as of vld, by calling limsell tho Zod of Abraham, Iy wizhed by
this title 1o be distinguished from al} fa)ee gl ; 50 afier that e has
been made manifest in Hia Son, Ho will have Himeelf hnown only m
and through Him. Thercfore thoeo who forn ideas of the naked ma.
jesty of God—of Goul out of Christ—liko the Jews and Mahommedans,
have an idol instead of God.  Whoover, then, sineerely desires to kiow
the true God, niast clothe Him in this attribme of the Father of Chist.
For unless Christ appear to our mind as often as we seck after God, it
will wander on in uncertainty till it utterly fal m us offoriz. At the
samo timo also, Poter woukl point out in wrhat 1wny God is so hiberal
and kind toward us.  For unless Christ stood between the Father and
us, Iis goodncss ean nover be really appreciated by ny,

Who Aath begotten ue. o means that epirituad Jifo ia a supernatural
gift, becauso wo are horn children of wrath,  Foraf, after tho flesh, wo
wero begotten to the hopo of life, it were superfluous for us to be wguin
begotten by (iod. Peter teaches, therefore, that we, wha by nature
wero doomed to eternal death, have been, through the mercy of God,
restored to lifo. But this 1s, as it were, a second creation, acconding to
what is said of it in tho firat chapter of the epistlo ta the Fplicaans.

A licely hope is taken for o Aope of life; although there scems atacit
antithesis between the hope which 1y fixed on the wcorruptible kingdom
of God, and tho transient and or 1mescent hopea of men.

According to his ubundunt mercy. 1o first lays down tho cflicient
causo, then he specifics the means of this lively hope.  Ho teaches that
God was impelled by no merits of ours to beget us again unto u lively
hope, for ho ascribes the wholo of this to Iz mercy.  And n order the
more effcctually to exclude tho ment of our works, ho calls 1t Hes abun-
dant mercy. All conless, indeed, that God alone is tho author of onr
salvation ; but somo aficrwards devise causcs fercign to Him, which only
detract so much from flis mercy. But Peter praiscs His merey only,
though he forthwith adds the means, namely, the remurrection of Chriat.
Fot neither olsowhore, nor otherwise, does God unfold his merey towarda
us; thereforo it is always to this object that the Scripture dircets us.—
But because, tho death of Christ being past, ho mentions only his resus-
rection, there is theroin nothing absurd.  Tho former, indecd, i3 includ-
ed in tho latter, for perfection is not without its beginning ; but he has
thus rathor brought forward his resurrcction beeanse lie was treating of
tho new lifo.

Ehe Canavian Presbotevian Wagasine.

4. To an inkeritance. The throe epithets which follow are employed .
to amplify the grace of God.  Far Peter labours (as T formerly said) that
he may well and thoronghiy impress’its excellence upon our minds.—
Morcover, these two clanses—ta an inkerttance ncorruptible, and unto
salration ready to be revenled—1 read in apposition to one another, that
tho exposition of the former may succeed the Intter, for in them lic but
cxpresses tho same thing in two ways.  Each of the following words
carries with it its own weight. The inhetitanco is said to bo reserred
in heaten, that wo may know that it is out of danger.  For unless it
were in tho hand of God, it would e exposed to infinito perils.  If, in-
deed, it were laid up in this world, how could wo bo certain of it in such
various tendencies 7 Therefore, in order that ho may freo us from all
alarm, ho declares that our salvation is laid up in safety bevond the as.
saults of Satan. But becauso the certainty of saleation would bring us
little consolation, unless each of us knew that it belonged to huneolf,
Peter adds, far you. For or this our conscieaco, repose itt peace, when
the Lord proclaims, as it were, out of heaven, Beliold, your salvation is
in my hand, and is kept for you! But beeause salvation belonus not to
all indiscriminately, ho refers us to faith, th~* those who ara endued with
it may distinguish themsclves from the rest, and not doubt themselves to
be the true and lawful heirs of the kingdom of God.  For as faith entors
into heaven, it also appropriates to us those good things which aro in
heaven.

K. TWho are kept by the power of God.  Wo must mark the bearing of
tho statement—that we are safely kept in the world, just as our inherit-
ance is kept in heaven.  If wo failed to do go, the thonght wonld soon
creep nto our minds,—What avails it that salvation is laid wp for vs in
heaven, when wo are tossed about inthe world asen a tempestuous seal

What avails it, that our salvation is anchored in the peaceful harbour,
when we ourselvas are dashed about among.a thonsand wreeks?  The
Aposatlo anticipates, therefore, such objections as thiy, when he teaches
that, even in tho world, in tho midst-of disasters, wo are proteeted by |
faith ; and that, though death is near ug, wo aro yet in perfect sifety vn-
der the guardianship of faith.  But becauso faith itself, through the weak-
ness of humanity, is often ready to fail, wo would over be ina state of
anxiety concerning the future, unless hero also the Lord should assix us.
And wo see that in the Papacy the dinbolical opinion hias ohtained cre-
dence, that the final persoveranco of the sats is doubtful, beeaunse we
are uncertain whether wa shall stand to-morrow in tho samo grace that
upholds us to-day. But Peter docs not so leave us in doubi: for, lest
any uncertainty, arising from the conscionsness of our own weakness,
should aseail us, ho affirms that we stand by the power of God. Thercfore,
as we aro kept by faith, so faith atself has its stabnlity in the power of
God. Wherofore, not for the present only but also for the future, there
“is security.

I/nto salvation. Becaugs we are by naturo mmpatient of delay, and
soon grow tired ; he therefore reminds us, that our salvation 13 not de-
layed because it is not yet prepared, but because the proper time for its
revelation has not yet arrived ; and this doctrine tends to cherish and
support our hope. Moreover, he calls the day of judgment the lust time,
because not before then is the renovation of all things to be hoped for ;
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wdead, the intermediate e 1s, a8 yet, m progress Dot elsewhere (2
Petor, in B he ecatie the whole time, from the coming of Chnst onwand,
the lust tune, when he siews 1t i companieon with the ages that proeed-
od, but Peter i that passage has reference to whole course of the world.
J. 87. €
T be continued >
.

Translated from the German for Canadian Presbytersun Magnsine.)

KRUMMACHER'S PARABLES.

1. Tus Parsks, Tug JEw, axo Tne Curistian,

A Jew went ito a Pagsee temple, and saw the sacred fite stsell,  He
said 10 the priest,* Why do yon pray to the fiee 1" Not to the fiee,”
answered the priest, * atis 10 os a sensble amage of the sun, and his
waroung hight  ‘The Jew then asked, « Do you, then, womhip the sun
as your Deaty 1 Do ye not know that this 1w but a creation of the Al
unghty 1 That we know,” replicd the priest, * but sensuous man te.
quited a seasible nuage to enable b o camprehend the tighest.  And
18 not thie sun the image of the mvisible, incomprchensible, Ornginal Light,
that preserves and blessea everything 1%

‘I'hie Istachie theteupon answered, * Do your people then distinguich
the image from the onginal iage & Now God calla the sun his own, and
he who again falls from this 10 an anferor anage, bows down beloge the
earthly flame, It charms his externat and completely dazzies his internal
eye, and while it represents 1o bam the eanthly Jight, 3t withdraws him
from the heavenly. ‘I'hou shialt take to thee no image, nor any likeness
of anything.”

+ How, then, do you designate the higheat nature 1" asked the Parese,

The Jew snsweted, * We call him Jehovah Adonai ; that in, the Lond
who is, who was, and who shall be.”

; l“ Your word 13 great nnd glorious,” anid the Parace, * but it is dread-
ul.””

A Christian thereupon entesed and said—'* We ecall him, Abba,
Father”

‘The heathen and the Jew then looked upon one another with astone
ishment, and said, * Your word 13 the nearest and e highest,  But who
gives vou the courage o call lum also the Eternal 1

 Who else,” sd the Climstan, ** but he, the Father himself  ‘There-
upon he avnounced 10 binh the mystery of the tevelation of the Fatler in
the Son, and the word of reconcihation,

And when they perceved thia they believed, and raised their coun-
tenance towards heaven, aud sard, full of fervour and spuit, *¢ Father, be-
loved Father.”

And now all the three stretched forth their hands, and called themselves
brethren.

2. Asarn axo Hrsas,

Avaph, one of the holy singers of Zion, sat, towards evening, on the bat-
tlement of s house, and looked on the setting sun, and Ins countenance
brightened with red i his beame.  Then eame Heman to him, also one
of the singers o f the sanctuary, and saluted Asaph.  But Heman at once
smiled and said, * See, thy cecuntenance shines hke Moses, the man of
God, when lie came down from Smai. Ttis well for thee, Asaph; for
thy outer appears itke thine inner man.”

Then Asaph looked on his friend and <aid, * What dost thou meazn,
Heman 1"

And Heman answered and said, «Art thou not always serene and joy-
ful, and does not thy countenance conumunlly remain the same, clear as
the countenance of heaven, although thou sutferest so much, O teach me
thia art, Asaph.”

Then Asaph answered and said, * See, Heman, [ have a friecnd who
loves my soul,  Though he seems afar of), yet he is always near me, and
fills my goul,  To hnw [ communicate every thought and every feeling of
my heart. [ perceive him o the dawn of the moming, and in the dusk
of the evenng 3 yea, I sce bim in every flower of the field, and trace his
priise in the sighing of the wind.”

“ Bug,” sard Heman, * when trouble approaches 1

Aud Asaph answered and said, O, Hewan, T hold fast to iy friend ;
he is my consolatton, and fus love eievates my soul.  Seeat thou how the
setting sun gilds on the other side the black, ragged clouds 1

3. Panirsce.

The wise Hhilel dizcoursed to Jus scholars on patence. Then they
sad to him, * Master, give us now an image and a parailel, as thou wast
accustomed to°do.”

Hillel answered and saud, ** [ compare 1t to the most valunble precious
stone wiuel the carth produces.  Among sand and broken rocks it re-
poses 1 the datk bosom of the earth,  Though no trace of hght ap.
proaches 1t, yet it shines i unfading splendour. A cluld of she heavenly
light, which it indeed preserves in itself; yet its lustre also remains in the
depth of night s but delivered from the dark dungcon, and brought out 1e
day, 1t forms, in union with gold, the emblems and the ornaments of
glory—the ring, sceptre, and throne,”

*To the greatest rarthly ornament dost thou compare the most con-
cealed and calinest of virtues ! eaid the dicoiples.

“To their consummation,” =a1d Hullel, * 5t 19 the correcuion of ife,”



