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commodious and substantini church, Preg-
byterian element enough in the community
to forin a good and selt-supporting congre-
gation, and room only for the lahors of one
faithful and devoted pastor.,  Instead of this,
there ave two or four pastors, devoted to ut-
ter diseourazement and slow starvation ;
two or four churches overwhelmed with
debty and two or four congreqations of cach
a handful of people, who, by the foree of cir-
cumstances, are learning a gospel of bigotry,
cnvy, amlJ alousy, Bc\uh\ these, there
arc two or four Boards of Domestic Missions
watching anxiously from a distance, over-
burdened with cares, and ealling carnestly
upon their several denominations for help
to sustain the church of Christ in that place,
which cannot sustain itself because it is in-
Anitessimally subdiyided.

“Nor is this the case only in country vil-
lazes and small towns.  In'our large cities
also you will tind, for instance, an O
School Presbyterian Chnrch on one block,
and a Scoteh Church on the next, and a
.h-formul Duteh chiureh on the thml, all
~trwrgling for existence, all heavily in debe,
and all groaning on the verze of extinction,
or retaining the breath of life by factitious
and questionable expedients.  And yesthey

all are built in honor of, and for the service

of the same Saviour, teach the same doe-
trines, are pledgzed to the same form of sound
words, and maintain the same identical or-
der in God’s house.  Oue church, one pas-
tor, and one congregation is all that there
is room for on the ;nouml where they are
all attempting to stand.  And this, while
the voice of the Master is still rmgmg
through the courts of Zion to say,  Go y
inro all the werld,” and while the ohurch is
still complaining for want of men and means!
Al this time the destitute and the perishing
from every side are calling aloud to the
church with an exceeding sreat and bitter
ery, ‘Come over and help us; hut the only
answer seems to be, ¢ Wait until we have
cvowded our brethren out of chis plzu‘c, and
perhaps they will then come toyou””  Are
theseveral denominations pnman!v church-
cs of Christ, or primarily rivals of each other?
‘Phey evidently are both ; but which s their
first und highest voeation ! Is there no
field for them except the field which some-
hody else is likely to occupy 2 Is this the
harmony and unity of the hody of Christ?
Frethren, can we see these things, and then
dare to hft. our hands to ouvr \Iast,er. whife
we continue with divided counsels 77

The writer then proposes a plan for a
Federation of the Presbyterian Churches, as
follows 1~

“In regard to the details of government,
customs, usages, &e., we would | leave every-
thing Jnst as it is. EKach denomination
should maintain, as it now docs, its ccclesi-

astical nssemblies and churcheourts ; should
retain its sapreme anthority over its existing
eolleres and theological seminaries, and
shoulid hold possession of its endowments
and all vested tunds, with unrestricted right
to apply them according to their original
desien.  Bach denomination shonld continwe
to repulate its own order of worship withous
interference, and have the right to decide
finally upon all applications for individual
and ministerial communion.  Each denomi-
nation should retain its distinetive name
and title at its own pleasure, and so much
ot its own constitution as relates to its inter-
nal aflairs, and does not contlict with the
terms of union.

* We would creet a Synodical Assembly,
composed of an equal number ot delegates
from each of the cuoastitens denominations,
which should have a supreme federal autho-
rity in all matters which should be sabmit-
ted to itaceording to the Constitation of the
Union.  ‘The Boards or Committees of
Domestie and Foreig;n Missiouns, of FEduca-
tion, of Publication, of Church Bmlding,

c., {composed also of members from each
of the constituent denominations,) should
he direetly respousible to this Synodical
Assembly, and subject toits authumv
These Bo.mh,dlm ted by just and equitable
constitutions, would be able to prevent all
clashing of dcnomm‘\tmnal interests, and
direct the whole force of the United Preshy-
terian Church where it may be most eftect-
ual in the service of our Master, Jesus.”

This plan may be found impracticable ;
but the Lorp will in due tin.e lead to the
proper and practicable plan if His people
carncstly seck direction from Him.  For our
own part, we regard the Union movements
which now so largely engage the attention
of the Presbyterian Churches throughout
the wide world as a swre sign that Curisr
has a great work for us to do. As the
Captain of our Salvation e is rallying His
forces, closing the breaches and breaks in
our ranks and preparing us for the mighty
conflict against the powers of evil and dark-
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THE WORK OF GOD IN RUSSIA,

There is no nationin Enrope of which we
know less than we do of Russia. Cold,
mighty, tyrrannical, despotic, our notions
of'its people and its institutions are anything
but pleasant. As the south wind loosens
the fetters of winter, so has the power of
truth and of God’s Spirit been lately break-
ing up the long dreary winter of Russian




