
to me, Most obviously, my tiret duty. To pre.%ent an inalienable nnd iudisput'able
sorti, this xnay appear too tcleaentîary to daim to proprieeorslîip iii its mobt alisolute
bc necessar>'. But ia a niatter wlicre seuse, îvhiie ait otlierî stand to in as $te-
God's glor>' and man's duty are s-) vitally ~vîdand tho foulndation je fitirly and
coneerned, in roerence to, a subject on firmnly laid for God'q mnaking upon us any
whirh covetousness i8 s0 apt to, bliuid tho demlande that i-to plenrscs, for Ilis regulat.
mind ani harden the herart, it scems abso. m in i any way that He ses fit the dispo.
lutel>' iniperative to start from irst prinei. sal of tlîat property, iwbieli, thouigl for a
pies. let it bo obeerved then that the im.- lime inti'îstced to is, ycî evaliy ii rite
movable rock on wvbirli Jelîovalî's dlait stricteiît senso ot the Nvorths, belonge to
rosts is that we and ours, ail we are and ail Miîn. No one for ii nMomnt que-stions thoe
we have, belong bu Hiini. Thîis Iset cauinot right of an owncr of ait estate, ivsen hie
ho ignored without denying thant wo are engages a mnannger or steward, te iiay dlo%'
God's ecaturos. No christin, indeed very the raies aeordling Io ivi lie lould have
feivwhiolivo inaehristianl]and, will takoî hat bis business trausceed, auid to inist upon
position. Now it i3 obvious that no dlaimi bis acing in strivt conformity %with iusbtriuc-
to ownorehip eanuat ail approaeh nmucbi less tions. Surpir tlien it wvill ;lot ho <lenied
rival in validity that wvhiech is hased upon that tlio Greait 1?roprietor of the inuiverso
creation. Tet men recognizo a far less has a botter riglit t0 dIo the samte. Our
stable basis Wa ail their own possessions, Creator nîiglit indcd have puit us into pos.
and in ail their business transactions ivith session ot Hie goodà, and givon nes abso-
each other. Trhe man whio builds a'hotuse, lute conîrol of the;r matnerucait ar!
wih hbis own bands, upon bis own soil, by disposai. But in Hie inflitite Nwis(dom and
that aet vests the title in himself. Tho goodues e lias flot Jouc ,o. Iti'velaioii
riglît of property of the ariist who palins a clearly indicates tbat lie lias imiposcd linji
life-liko pictnro, or of the sciptor vho, talions, and provitlune frcquenîhty rC;ter.
mot.lds a beautiful statue froin the shape- ares the truati, sometimnos in toues of tuti-
less marbie is nover questioncul. But chese dher. Ever>' storra i0ii(h swccis tîte sel
meon oni>' fashion the materials 'vbich are and strews the ocean's bied or shores with
placed lu thoir bande, white God's riglit of the fragments of ils îlxousand wvreck, cery
property reses upon creation in its most eartb*quake Nyhiclî laye iii ruins the stately
absoluto sense. Honce hie oft-rcpeatetl piles that woeakbl and toil have rearci),
elaim :-I' Whatsoever ie under the whole ever>' flood wlîich hursts upon the fraitful
hoaven is mine."' IlAil souis are miine." fields, and beuars down and heai's atway wità

'Ail the earthis lerine." "Er-very beast its resistless torrents the brightest prospects
of tho foreet le mine, and the cuIdle upon a of the liuslîndmnan,-as wcll as wveli as t!
thotusand bille."' "lTho sil'rer le mine and volume of inspiration itself prodlii wvit1i
the gold is mine saith the L.ord of Hosts." a voice which mon muet hicar, Jchiovalhîs
With a freqnency, and eniphasis which rightfül preprogantive :-" le it flot las-fui
muet carry profoudest counviction to the for ie to do w~hat 1l will xvith îy own."-
heart of ever>' one who trembles nt Ris And yet iîoyond question God lias gîccu
Word, the Most High teaehes ns thiat Ho is to mani a largo amoual of libîerty in rte use
the great oiwuer the sole propriceor of ail of I-is goods. As lIe lias -n.-de bitai n .
things; while Bis intelligent and respousi. tional beiag, lie lias Icft rnch of ilîat lie
bIe ereatures whatever their possessions, lias given bilm to, bc uscd nt hie diselo.
rank, or station are merci>' the steivards of Food, rainsent, tue ucessaries aîîd conforts
what belonge to hlm. Lot this great truth of lif0 makoe hoar>' demande upon thnt pur
thon ho cearly apprehoaded, lcI the precise tion of God's good thîlags whiolî ho hzs
relatiouship which existe hoîween proprie. given us rily to cujo>'. Even hore, how*
tor and eteward ho fui)>' nderstood, lot it over, our conduet mue8t hc regulated bl
be held fast as part of tihe teachiDg of the the inspirz-d procept, "11use the world as Dt
Bible thatt thero is only one heing who can abusing it." Neverthelese we are stictIy
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