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to believe, has nover been touched in any way sines it was
wmade, vearly fifty years sgo, either by disturbing the sod or
applyicg mznure: at all events, I cav answer for the last thirty
years, since it has been in my possession. The soil is a light
sund and the natural grass that grows on it is a stunted red-
top, so stuated that it never requires mowmng. Last spring,
tinding the grass very thin, I applicd a dreseing of hard wood-
ashes, and in a very short time I found the whols covered
with white clover, whioh certainly never showed itse'* pre
viously. Now can you or any of your readers cither praotioal
or scientific explain to me where the white-clover seed came
from? It certainly did not come from the ashes as they had
never been exposed since they came from my furnace. Neither
will the old theory of the seeds lying dormant apply to this
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vase, for if the sceds were sufficiently near the surface to ve- ! the potato-growers of America must suffer a loss on the aver-

getate, it is certain that they must have germinated loog ago,
as the sup, and moisture aro sufficient to cause secds to ger-
minate, even should they not be able to grow afterwards for
lack of some of the neoessary constituents of the plant in the
soil. Had the oiover only shew itself in spots, 1 mignt have
vresumed that birds bad oarried the seed there, but it is in-
conceivable that a whole lawn should have been sown in a
moanth or so by this agenoy alone. The matter yours, remains
a wystery to me. E. J. H. Exuina.

Dr Hemmiog’s questivn resolves itsclf into this : There
was no siga of any olover on his raised bed of light sand, and
yet when a dressing of wood-ashes was applied, white-clover,
which certainly never showed itself previously, sprang up
profusely.

My own solution of the question is this ; The seeds of the
white-clover werc in the soil, but, though when rain came
they sprouted, tho want of proper food prevented the tiny
plants from developing themselves, and they perished i con-
sequence, After the dressipg of wood ashes, other plauts
findiog their peculiar sustenance—potash and phosphoric
acid—ready for them, seized upoa it, and throve abundantly.
1 c.o give no other reason.

AaTtHUR R. JENNER Fust.
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The new farm machine « The Strawsoniser ™ claims to be
able to deal with insects pests in a manner not before
attempted.  Certaiuly, it is worth attention; for whether in
the spreading of liquid or of pulverized matters, in big or
small quantities, its results arc quite phenomenal; while
easily drawo by one horse, it will broadcast 30 to 40 acres of
barley a day, will sproy the same aves of turnip land with
paraffic or other insecticide, covering every leaf and blade
with 2 fine dew, will work equally well through a hop plenta
tion, throwing clouds of spray tweaty feet into the air, and
will distribute soot, and especially powdered lime, over a
great area and with superhuman precision and cvenness. (1)

T. Bowick.

Price of grain—To read in the market-reports, in the
Montreal Star, thai * oats are worth 85 to 90 cents a bag of
two bashels, and pease $1.00 2 bag, is rather startling. Pease
at 30 cents a bushel must be rather cheap food for cows, b
locks, or skecp, and I should be ielined, if I covld get them
at that prioe to begin a stock for my horses. Fanoy peasc at
$16.50 a ton ! Bat of course the reporter made s blunder be-
tween bushel and bag, Pease, I regret to say, will be very
dear this year; the haulm, cven on the high ground, keeps
o2 growing and growing, the flowers are produced, but the

11 I mean to apply for an agency to sell this invaluablcnmachiue.
A.R.JF

pods do wot sct. Cotton-seed-cake will be the oheapest food
for cows, us a bad year for peaso is almost always . bad year
fo. linseed, except on the lightest seils. (1)

Hoskins on Dodge—The following, from the Vermont
Watchman. has been mislaid since February-—it is too good
to be lost. The report of poor Mr. Dodge placed the average
potato crop of the United-States at 83 bushels an aore!

“ TROUBLEL ABOUT OUR 10TATO sTATIsTICS.—Qur friend
Jenner Fust of the Montrea! Journal of Ayriculture has
been for some time suffering distress over the unfortunate
conditioa .. American potato-growers, as set forth by that
wouderful statistician, Mr. Dodge of the Washiogton burean.
Aoccording to Do.ige, as figured out in detail by Jenacr Fust,

age. at thirty cents a bushel, of not less than J16.50 per aere
—* to be recovered from the succecding crops of the rota-
tion,” ‘¢ What does it means ? " ioquires our friend. Brother
Fust, did you ncver hear of the bad boy who puzaled sore
of his mother’s visiters by propounding a problem, as "ollows:
* That boy in the garden is the son of my mother’s sister,
but he is no relation to me.” A good deal of mental strain
on the part of the Jadies, but no satisfactory result, until the
waternal parent entered, and settled the matter at once by
remarking that “ the boy lied.” Just so with Mr. Dodge.
Any “ statistician,” no matter how full his skull may be of
Bgures, who declares that the potato crop is grown at a3 loss
io the TTnited States fails to state facts as they are, The
potato is unguestionably onc of the two or threc most profit-
able farm ccops grown oo this continent; and if the figures
gathered at Washiogton do oot so show it, thoso figures are
wrong.”

Continunous Winter Stabling for Cows.
JORN GOULD, OHIO.

Last winter 1 practiced the advance idea in Jairying, and
kept the cows in the stables for 120 days without letting them
out, and never before wintered my cows so cheaply and well,
Never before did they “ come through ” looking as fise, and
30 free from ailment. The barn is very warm, the thermo-
mether never but once going below forty-five degres above
zero, the air pure acd fresh, and the stable abundantly sup-
plied will light. A large covered tank in the stable supplied
from a deep, rock well afforded the best and finest of water.
The idea that a cow giving milk, needs exercise to keep her
io health and vigor, I now thiok a mistake. No one thinks of
Iriving his faitening hogs or steers around for exercise, and
the scerction of milk is a similar process to seercting fat.

I do not confiec my cows with stanchions, but chain them
in pairs, io half box stalls, giving them plenty of freedom so
far as movement is consic ‘nt with safety. A good bed under
them and plenty to eat before them, has mude them perfeotly
contented, so far as I cou'd see. They shov.=d no inclination
to want to go ont, and I finally made up my miod there was no
necessity for it. They could lic down at their ease, and the
neck-chiin was long cnough to enable them to slecp with
their heads on their sides if they wished. To me it was far
uearer an ideal way of wintering oows, than to tnrn them vut
into stormy or zero weather to mako them hardy, or contract
constitutional vigor. I am now fully satisfied that it does not
pay to attempt to warm barnyards with cows, or to use hay and
grain to warm ice-water inside of a cow’s hide., The cows were
fed silage, bru., and a littlo clover-hay, and gave summer messes
of milk all winter. I have this summer mado calenlations

{1) Potatoes, which fetched, here, 50 cts a bag in May, ars now
$1.00, and poer ones too. A B J. Fo



