‘ 3: ~:“Pake care of me,'uncle
Go]iath 1o

: .siooped over: her and lussed her, saying:
You haye been very near death this. atter- :
l'ttle one, and I could 1ll have spared‘

< ‘bedtime ,‘say “Good-mgh ” 'and run up’ to

"}‘nurse SR :
‘I T had" diéd I should have gone su;aight- L
‘. 'hi$ back+to the fire warming his" hands, she"
‘took- hold of the ends of his coat in'her little

o )'011

oted a red mark on; her i!orehead Whlch was"
welling rapidly, hlS heart sank vnthln him
t.’

.‘who w1sely wasted no tlme in useless lamen-"'
»_tatlon, but ;get-to: work ‘a “once to 1estore,;-,

cape, and had the blow been.— an’ingh: nearerg
<her' temple. it might have. been:fatal:

B “Edward+gravely,:
only way : you: can. give Him'a: Christmas,
present‘is to ‘give .,o’mething toithe'poor.s ‘I;Ie

Twill

AB it ~2 Y4
Bu

‘was, the - ’child. was - ‘more’ fnghtened than .-

. > hurt,7and. when a httle time after- her uncle

~Hestried to kill me; he. did L
fgaw him coming-on-the top:of me:-
only saved ‘me; in tlme “didn’t’ He 2" o
When ‘the. brmse had.. been iba .
dressed “by - nurse; Sir Edward stlll kept ‘her

-on’ his’ kiee, ‘and- after’ nurse- “Had- left cthe-

‘room, and’ the ehild rested her littlerhead on

hlS shoulder in:a  very. " subdued Irame “of
,j’-soul and TDody,’ that- ‘have’ now been so long
'_,in the keepmg of -His enemy.’ :

‘mind, he “did, what he.had never done yet—

noon ‘-

Milly ralsed he1 large daik eyes to his

up o: God," shouldn’t I 2" - "l
“Yes, you would.’ - -~ *=

T should have- liked- that I suppose Hc .
- doesn’t want me yet or He would have =ent .

) for me.’

’ gled nurse said

* talk of him.

1.want to. ask’ you something.

hinkmg of it a.great deal to-day, only since itk the ‘old Tefrain,

“long;you.have’ hardened your heart,-and God .
-'has shut -His éar to your cry. !’ Sir Edward,
by the_help and- power. of-the Divine Spirit,” dress, 20¢ each.
iWas, able ‘to look up, and’ say from ‘the depths

_them..

When ‘she" came down ‘to her uncle that

" evening she raised a- very sad little’ tace to -

‘big from the opp051te side of the’ table
' 'Uncle Bdward, ha’ you heard who Go-
liath redlly  did 1\111 2 e

No one else’ was hult, 1 hope 2" and Sll‘ Ed—
waid’s tone was'a little anxious. ..
. ‘She was killed dead—quite dead, and man-

"ten, uncle, that’ I ran ‘out to feteh.’

 ~The brown eyes were swimming with tears,.‘, nim? .
“and” Milly- eould “not;’ understand the smile’ :

that came : to Sll‘ Edward’s ips;:

place

‘But, uncle Ive bee
about ‘this’ one.
away from the's

able
now she’ll never run away any. more.

‘i beeause nobody cares, nof even nurse. She’

.said she would rather it had been the kitten" -
- than me.
T obe missmg her so to-night ! c
uncle, the wind or: Gollath Ikilled hér ? -1
1 just looked cut of -
 my ‘window on tLe§tairs before I came down.

The wmd has stopped now, and the trees.
seemed to be crying and sobhing together.’
I think.
they were-tired out themselves; too, they:
" have been so kxocked about to-day,_ I'wish -
so'much T .had been Just in time to save the.

Poor little kitty, her mother will

thmk it was-Goliath.

" T'm sure they were sorry for kitly.

" dear litfle kitten

“We will'not talic. about her any more, said
I—Iave you seen"

$ir ‘Edward - cheerfully....
Tom: Maxwell -lately. 2" .~

“havenice, talks with- bim often. -
-is ¥ery’ happy, and :this-'will be. the best
Christmas he-has. ‘spent in his” life” .- Uncle,

1 was knocked-down. ‘this afternoon I've had-

suoh ‘a,pain in.my head I'left oft thinking,

But-I've just remembered ‘it now." YOu see :
it is ‘really: Jesus Christ's birthday to-mor-‘
~row; and. I -was thinkmg T've been “getting -
presents for every one in the’ house but- Him. .
Nurse has been helping - me- with™some of." |
-I've made nurse a kettleholdé ~Jand_
:pen- -

cook 2 needlebook;:and’ T've botght”:

;lmu’e for-Ford, and:a ‘thimple for Sarah, and .':
“isome. handherchieis ‘for ‘Maxwell ‘and Mrs-'» ;
-and “some © woollen ‘gloves: “for: -
-And I’ve nothing——no nothing for o

7 Go d,"‘--fgrom the tablg-
.. “subject: that:was-now" always foremost in his :

:.thoughts the' child’s question rang agam 1n
'~>_his ears,: ‘Is money. the' only thing you can™
“give: I-Iim uncle 2’

: tle ‘one;
It yvas tHe poor little kit .

say, but there ar plenty of kittens ab’ 't the_"_

v.‘.-_‘.lefram from asking further questions.
“left him a “moment. later, and Sir Edward -
‘went to the smokmg-room ‘and seated. Him- .
" self in“&*cbair- by ‘the firé..

‘Tord :says . she had ran”
‘I'expect. she ‘was go- -
1ng to be a  prodigal kitten,: perhaps and:
It’ .
so-sad about- ‘her, and I'think: why it is sad'

Do'you think, .

,_gently ca.llmg H1s wanderer home ?

I’Ve been .

hat perhaps I could’ put my present for Him
somsithé ledge:-

,What w1ll you give. H_im'this Christmas be-: "
2 gides.?”
s give Him uncle n

wIs" m-oney,;the_* nly., thing

ucan

‘His feelmgs ‘were: almost
control. ©. With- the ‘one

And like a ﬂash of nght

‘came’a reply
- *No, L. ¢an- give mysclf baek to” Him, my

CAftér a few- minutes’ suence, he said 'a
strangely quiet v01ce ‘Come, little .one; it is":

Milly came up to him, and as he stood w1th

‘hands,” and looking.up at him, said,. ‘Uncle
Edward, you gave me' 2 kiss like a :father -
might have done this afternoon. ~Would you
mind very much’” - glving me, another P

Sl” Edward looked ‘down at the sweet little ‘.
“{age ralsed SO . coaxingiy to’ his, and then -
- took her up.in” his"arms ;- but. after -he had

“tDo'you st the troe: that' came on you ':_;; given her the desired kiss he said w1th some

et‘tox t:

‘I want you to do omething to-mght lit
-When you say. your prayers; ask-

.that one of_ Gods prodigal sons ‘may - be-

-4Yes; unele, (
_w111 you_ tell_me his: name Pt

‘No, I cannot do that.”

- God 7

very -gravely_and Solemnly he' said 7

i'r_ Edward raised: the little faoe to hi

'We. must not haye " ‘tears.-on. Chustm
day, he- said: 1 do
“you want:to go ‘7’ L el
: I “suppose I. must’ sobbed Milly. 2

‘children: - T've always ‘been ;thinking - of' it
“but:. you have been ‘50 kind' to-me. that L
thought perhaps he- :had" made a little mis
take.” - Miss Kent " didn’t -want me, and’ now .
you: dont ‘want ‘me,..and - perhaps my. aunt
‘won't:‘want me “when 17 get there.: .1 wish'
-God ‘wanted me, but I’'m afraid- He- doesnt.
Nurse: says. she thmks ‘He wants me.to work
for Him when:T . -grow-up. . -1 think=T ‘think .
«I'm rather. like the httle kltten yesterday,
that . nobody “was. sorry for when she died.’
~You -said".. there were plenty more kittens,
“didn’t you .

‘I den’t. thlnk there are plenty of small
Mlllieents in’ this: world' and Sir Edward’s =
" voice’, was -husky. "~

and have decided :this afternoon to keep. you,
~with me. I find I do want you after all, and- -
‘cannot. afford to lose you. - Supposing.we
dry: these tears, a.ndmtallx about somethmg
e]se .
JAnd as the httle arms- were thrown round
-hlS neck, and a face full of. smiles’and tears:
like: an April -shower. was lifted to his, the -
“confirmed. old bachelor’ took.to his heart the."
little “maiden whose very existence had so:
annoyed and - distressed him only a Iew
months- before .
* “Uncle ‘Bdward,’

'told me about last mght has come'

: ‘I"think he has, little; one. . "It ‘has, been a

Somethmg in his face made his httle niece - very happy. “Christmas day to him, and you'

She -

“The .chimes: of -
the village church were rmgmg out merrily,
and presently-outside in the avenue a:little

~company of-carol-singers  were: singing the .

sweet old Chrlstmas truths that none can.
hear untouched.

‘Glory to God in the highest and ‘on earth
peace, good will toward men,” - K

"A sense of_the love of God seemed. to sur-
round ‘his soul and this verse came into his:
mind as he mused :

I have'loved thee with an everlastmg love,
theref01e w1th lovmg-kindness ha.ve I drawn
thee.". . .
- Could -he’ not trace in the events of the last
‘few months : the- hand ‘of ‘a "loving Father
.Strick- .
‘en down: himself, placed on’ a sick bed for,

reflection, brought to the edge of the valley™
-'of .the" shadow of! death,: and. then. tenderly

Milly S little tongue was only too ready to - restored to. life and. health ‘the gentle voice:

“*He. helped nurse and:me’ IO;‘
. :get -some holly *in. 'the wood yesterday I
-He says he

and. life' of a little child pleadmg with- him
day by.day, - and ‘that life havmg so lately
been,; miraeulously preserved from, ‘& great

. danger, all'this: filled ihiis .heart with the re-:-

‘alization -of the meicy and: lovmg—kindness

.of God; and when-again the: past came up
“before: him, and 'the tempter: drew near: agam [

‘You: have wandered.too .

‘of :his “heart :
.“Father, T have sinned against heaven, and

qn Thy s1ght and am no more worthy to be
‘called Thy son :

They were’ sitting in the study the next

afternoon, the child upon his knee, when Sir -
,Edward -said’ suddenly

“Do, you know ‘that T’ have received P letter
to—day about'you ¥’ ... :

must pray now that he may not ‘be ashdmed’
ta:
brought him ‘back through the mstrumen- :
tality of one of’ HIS ‘Jambs.’
: THE DND

N orthern Messen ger.

¢+ At the annu'il meeting of the Dommion

W. C. T. U,,'which has just taken place in

Toronto, the two . following recommenda-

-tions. were unanimously adopted :(— - .
“That . we. earnestly urge the most strenu-

" ous-efforts to increase the circulation of. the

'Northern Vlessenger and -to secure a place
for it in" every homie, and that the publisher -
be: requested to- print again scientiflc tem-
peranoe lessons in its columns.’ '
.. “That ‘in wview of .the approachmg plebis- .
cite : :campaign unions and Y's subscribe and "
“.do:their, utmost. to .circulate*“War Notes,’ .to.
. be” pubhshed at the oﬁiee of the Montreal
‘Witness’ >

Could any praise be higher than this oom- ; N

.ing.as it’ does from"the most mﬁuentlal tem-
perance society in the country ?. . ¢
-The rates of subscnption are i—. :
One yearly subscription 30e. - - RN
Three or ‘more subscriptions to dif.tereut
addresses 25¢c - each

.
l‘

Ten or more' subscrxptlons to the same J.d- Lol

When” :\ddreescd to Montre'ﬂ City, Grent Brltmn nud
Postal Union" countnos, 5% postngo ‘must. bo lulded for each. -
copy ‘United States and Cousla freo -of poctnge, Specml
. nrmngemcnts will-be made for delivering pnckn.gee of ‘100
more in Moutrcal Subscrnbcrs reaiding in-the United Staes
’enn romit Ly Post ‘Office Monoy Order on Ronses Pom . ;
or Expms Money Order'payable at l\l’ontron.l =
Sample package supplied free on applic

,tion
* - 4JOHN DOUGALL & SON,,,
YL : —Publishers Montreal

o

Tli]!‘. “NORTHERN:MESSENGER’ " is prinfed am’ mlb-

ot Craig ool B et s wéﬁ“i’”m‘.’;““x "8 3 “‘&"Ef‘i?' ‘
gter streets.in cif ontre

AJohn Redpath DougalL of Montreul.:* ,ty o : Y

“*Now listen, little.wo- > . ..
:man; I have been thinking over the matter, =~

‘she said a httle time
after ‘do you know i that prodigal son-- ou: " -

own - his Lord,-who. has so mercifully = = .




