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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

ﬁVTAKIl\G THE TIDE AT THE FLOOD.
*-Not long ago four. old friends sat down

‘{0 a little dinner’ together in New “York..

One: of them was a f'tmous lawyer,. '.l‘hey
naturally ‘fell to talking over “old. times,
and, asmen of fifty. are rather apt to do,
whether ightly or not, they agreed that

_ young men now-a-days are not whab they.

used to be.

%71 have had o stukmtr ‘{llustration of
that fact to- dny,” said the lnwyer, with a
shrug of impatience. ‘*A young fellow
has had a desk in my office for perhaps six
months, ~ He seemed bright, and came to
me with a recommendation from a nman in
whom I have confidence. He said that if
T would only give him a change, that was
all. he wantgcl He was willing to *do

" anything,’ and all that sort of talk. Well,
nothing but routine work has ha.ppened
to come in to be thrown into that boy’s
way, until about a week ago, when I was
short for time to look up some points about
an important case which is taking up most
of our attention ab the office just now.
‘Here,”” thought X, ‘is a chance for our
.young friend, Leb’s see if there is any

- gbuff in him.” I sat down by him and ex-
plained that I should like him to hunt up’
all the evidence he could find bearing on
thissubject. After having made the thing
as plain as the nose on a man’s face, 1
added: Now if you want to know any-
thing further about this matter, come
righ!; to me. There is no immediate
hurry,’ I said, as I turned away ; * but in-
side of a week we shall want everything
connected with this point of the case put
lnto perfect order.”  He said, ¢ All right,
sir,”and I dropped theiwhole "affair off my
mind, for I have been completely absorbed
in an entirely different part of the same
case, ,To-day it -occurred to me that I
hadn! t ‘heard anything from him, and that
by . toimorrow or mnext .diy the papers
ought tobe in hand. I wentdround and

~asked him .how he was getbmo‘_on He
told me, with considerable hesmatxon, that
ho had been meaning to comé and tell me
that—he—* hadn't . exacbly—undersbood !
and so forth. ‘Then ‘why didnlt you come

" to mo, as I told you.to' do? . I asked him,
pretty shortly. He stammered ‘ut alot
more about its bemg a big job for a little
fellow of his inexperience; and then I
fairly roared, ‘I was trymrr to give you

some experience | Then T gob away as
fust as I could. Iwas afraid bhat I should ;
gay something that I should be sorry for.

But:the young man is done for, as far as'I
am concerned. I shall get rid of . him as
soon as I possibly can. What a chanco he
had! Just_such a chance as I had at his
age—only I seized it. I knew it was a
chance. This fellow acted as though he
didn’t know a chance -when he saw it.”

‘How was it that you got your start?’
asked one of the party. -1 don't believe
you ever told us.’

* Oh, itisn’t much of a story,” said the

. great lawyer, modestly ; “but it meant a
good deal to me just the same, I was
fixed something as this boy is—the one IV
have been tellmn you about—in the office
of alaw firm who were doing a big busi-
ness. I hadhada clerk’s work for about
six months, and was beginning to think
that I never should get a chance to do
anything else, though- I had seized every
opportunity -that T could make or find to
tell tho head men of 'the firm that [ was
ready to try’ my hand at anything they had
a mind to give me. Summer-mme came
around, and things were as dull as dull,
The rest were all going off on‘their vaca-
tions, and at last my turn came. I packed
my trunk early in the morning, and had
written my friends to’ expect me by the
first train that left that city after office
hours that night, I felt pretty blue when
I wrote, too. -I knew they would all ask
me how I was getting on, and I wasn’s
getting on at all. I -had made- up my
mind that I had been a fool to think I ever
should be able to do any law business any-

way. Ithought, with some show of reason, |

that if T really had any stuff in'me some of
these smart men at the officé’ would have

found it out by this time and would have

given e something to do. Well, noon
. passed, and it ran alon«r to three o’clock.
It was a hot day, and I was beginning to
think that it was time I was cleaung my
_desk when I saw the head of the firm
~coming toward my desk. .My heart begnn
to beat. I felt somehow as though _some-
thing “was going to happen. “Sce Neve,’

he begn.n, calling e by namé. ‘Hero's
something which ought to be dome right
away. The. ciso ‘jtself: isn’t a hard .one,
but it is commg oii in two or three weeks,
and I can’t sec to it myself. You have
mentioned that you would like any busi-
ness which we could turn over. to-you.
You ‘can havé this, if you hke, and " we ’]l

see what sort of a brief you can'get up.’

He went on to explain matters a_little,
and then left me. My young friend down
at the office would probably have said that
he was very sorry, but ho could not take
the job, as his trunk was all packed, .and
he didn’t wish to undertake any work till
after the vacation. But such an ides
never entered my mind. I rushed to tlie
telegraph office, sent word to my friends
that I was unexpectedly detained, worked
at my case all that evening and was up
bright and early in the moriing to go at it
again, It seemed to grow hobter and
hotber but I paid no attention to the wea-
ther. ‘I had made n memorandum of the
original statement so that I didn’t'need to
go to him again, In- ten: days—and I
never worked | harder—my brief was ready. .
My legs shook when I went.to the front
oftice and laid it before my employer. All
of that night I worried for fear I had for-
gotten something, but Icouldn’t think of
anything to be done any better than I had
done it. The next morning—I believe it
was the happiest moment of my life—the
old man came to me and told me my brief
was all right ; and I never had any lack of
work from that time on.’

Another of the group, whose name is as
well known as perhaps any otherin cou-
nection with the colossal .commerce of
New York, remarked at thispoint: *““You
are right about the ‘importance of recog-
nizing the chance when it comes. There
is everyt‘,hmg init. Ttis a pity that boys
can’tunderstand it, Now, my own experi-
ence was something like yours. I was
keeping books in the old store of ~—&
——=when I one day heard the head of the
firm say “to one of the partners that he
wished he knew of somebody -who  could

write' some circulars-and advertisements

for them. ‘It ought to be some one who
knows our business well,” he said, . ‘and
yet he ought to know how to express him-
self better than most business men have
been trained to." He went -on more ab
length to explain what he wanted, but
the others did not seem to know of any-
body who could fill the bill. I went
home that night thinking all the way
about those advertisements. I had some
knack at writing myself, but I was naturally
pretty bashful, and I didn’t cave to say
‘right out that I thought I could writeany-
thing so important as Mr. —— seemed to
think this new work to be.- But the next
morning I screwed my courage up, and
told himthat I had had n fair education
and would like to try my hand at those
advertisements which I had heard him
asking about the day before. He was a
little surprised at first, but he told me fully
what he wanted, and T wrote the things—
wrote them over and over and almost wore
out a dictionary and a thesaurus over it—
and they turned out to be just what were
wanted. I believe that I might have been
keeping books to-day in some little back
office at fifty dollars a monthif I hadn’s
caught at that chance. A man hasgot to
be faithful and honest and ready in “order
to get taken into a firm on his merits—that
goes without saying. But I don't believe
that I should ever have become a partner
in .that house, as I didl a year after that
time (and that was the Dbeginning of my
success), if T'hadn’t seen my chance and

had the courage, in the face of inéxperience |.

and a knowledgo that I had no special
ground for expecting favors, to snap ab it.”

These sentiments were warmly indorsed |-

by every man who was present.—Clristian
Union. :

ALL WATCHES COMPASSES.

A few days ago I was standing by an
American. gentlem'm when T expressed a
'wish to know ‘which point was the north.
Ho at once pulled out his watel, looked at
it and pointed to the north. - I asked him
whether he had » compass attached to :his
watch, ¢ All watches,” he replied ‘‘are
compasses.” Then he explained to nie how
this was. ‘‘Point the hour hand to the
sun and the south-is exactly half way be-
tween the hour and the figure XII. on the
watch.. For. instance, suppose that it is

Thinking that very possibly I wns jgnorant
of a thmg that- every one else knew, and '

four “o’clock ;- pomt thie hand mdlcx\tuvr
four to- the sun,..and, IT; on" the: watch is
exactly south.”. Suppose that it 8 eiglt
o'clock ; point the hand indicating” elght
to the’ sun, a.nd the figure X. on the wateh
is due south;” - My- American friend was
quite surprxsed that I did not know ‘this.

happening to- meet- Mr.” Stanley, I asked
that eminent traveller whether lie was
aware of the simple mode of discovering
the points of the compass. . He said that
he had mever heard of it. I presume,

therefore, that the world. i, in the same( .
Amalfi is proud of |

state of .ignorance.

having beeu the home of the inventor of

the compass. I do not know what town

boasts of my American friend as a c1t1zen

—London Druth. .
——————

THE TEST.

HO\V A BRIGHT SCHOLAR WON A COLLFGIATF
EPUCATION.

The principal of & school in which bbys
were prepared for college one day. received
a message from a lawyer livingin the same
town, 1equest1ng him to call at his officé
as he wished to have a talk with him.

Arrived at the office, the lawyer stated
that hehadin his gift o scholarslnp entitling
one boy to a four years’ course in n certain
college, and that he wished to bestow it
where it would be best used.

‘*Therefore,” “he continued,
concluded to let you decide w hich boy of
your school most deserves it.”

“That is a hard question to’ decldc,
replied the teacher thoughtfully. ‘‘Two

of my “pupils—Charles Hart and Henry |

Strong—will complete tho course of study
in my school this year. Both desire a coi-
legiate education, and. neither is able to
obtain it without assistance. They aro so
nearly equal thnt; I cannot tell which is the
better scholar.”

“How is it s to deportment ?” asked the
Inwyer.

‘“One boy. does not more scrupulously -
‘observe all the rules-of the school than the | @

other,” was the answer.
¢ Well,” said the lawyer, “lf at the end

of the year one boy has not gone ahend of |

the other, send them to me and I will de-
cide between them.”

As_before, at the closing examinations
the boys stood equal in attainments.
They were directed to call at the lawyer’s
office, no information being given as to the
object of the visit.

Two intelligent, well-bred. boys they
seemed, and the la.wyer was beginning to
wonder grently héw he should make a de-
cision between them.
opened, and an elderly lady of peculiar ap-
pearance entered. She was well known as
being of unsettled mind' and possessed of
the idea-that she had been deprived of a
large fortune which was justly hers. Asa
consequence, shewas in the habit of visiting
lawyer's offices, carrying in her hands a

package of papers which she wished ex-
amined. She was » familiar visitor to this
office, where she was always received with
respect and dlsmlssed w1th kindly promises
of help.

This morning, seemg ‘thas the lawyer was
already, occupied with others, she seated
herselfiito await ‘his leisure. . Unfortu-
nately,: ,the chair she selected was broken
and had:been, seb ‘asidé as useless, . [}’

;The' result: was that she fell ina rather
n.wkwn.rd manner, ‘seattering - lier puﬁers
about ‘the floor. The lawyex loojted
with o quick eye at the boys, vefore moving
himself, to see what they would do. °

Charles Hart, after an amused survey of

the fall, turned aside to lndo a laugh he
could not control.
Henry Strong sprang 'to the woman’s
side "and lifted her to her feet. Then,
carefully “gathering up her papers, he
politely handed them to her. Her pro-
fuse and mmblmg thanks served on]y to
increase Charles’ amusement. '

After the lady had told her customar y
story, to which- the lawyer listened "with
every appearance of attention, he escor ted
her to the door and she departed.

.iltf,ed f01 a posﬂnon of honor and mﬂuen Go |

“T have |

Just then the door | |

s ho who feels it his’. duty to help” t]xo'v:‘
‘humblest and tholowhest "-4-M E’ Saﬁord
an C’lm‘zstzan Union. .
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Tlm ATTENTION OF Stmsonmnns is carnestly
called to tho instructions giv ¢n in every paper
that all business letters for the JMessenger should -
“be-addressed “ John Dougall & Son,”.and not {0
‘any personal address. Attention tothis will save
:much trouble and will reduce tha chances of de
JIay or 1rregulnmt). :

ADVERTISEMENTS..

p and reap & rich
' barvest, They are always reliable,
always in demand, always the best.-

Q'EERRY'S SEED ANNUALY

For 1893 13 invaluable to every Planter, 8
. AIL1s an encyclopedia of the latest furmlng
rmaﬁ%lil flxiggx the lilghest nuthorities.

GRATEFUL—-GOMFRTING.

EPPS'S - COGOA.

BREAKFAST.

“By o thorough knowledge of the natural laws which
govern the uperations of digestion and nutrition, and by
a carcful npphcnhon of the fine propertics of well-selected
Cocon, Mr Xpps has provided our breakfast tables with a
delicately flavored bovernge which may save us many
heavy doctors' bills, It is_by tho judicions uso of such
articles of dict that a constitution may bo gradually built
up until strong'enough to resist every-tendency to. disense.
Hundreds of subtle maladies aro floating around us ready
to attack wherever there is o weak point. 5,We may escape
many & fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with
Eym tll)lood und o properly nounshed frmno —Ct m! Scrvicc .
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Madoe sunply with boiling wntcr or milk Sold only in
pnckets. by grocers, labelled thus:
J AMES EPPS & CO., llommopntm Chemlsts,

London, England. :

The

ngh Speed Famll); Kmtter :

Will knit a stocking heel and
gfedbtoc in ton minutes, 'Will knit -
_required
househol from homespun ar
actory. Coarse or fine yarns.
ractical Jitter on tho
child can operate it.

Strong Durable, Simpfe, Rapid, .

2 “ Satisfaction guarantoed or no pay.

n. Agents wanted, -For particulars

g and sample work, address, . .
bnt., Cunndm.

Gcnrhu.rt, Duudus,

’I‘HIS ‘Rolled Gold Plntod “Rin,
h Tth 81), your name on 20 new nu§
nretty Cards, silk frmged gold edge,
idden: name, ete, Agenh's Sample
6 and a:250 present,: all for.10c, Snmplcn, ete., 3¢,
“ Address STAR CARD?CO..- Knowlton, P.

IF YOU WANT to get chenp Jewellery, Nov clﬂcs. orn
Watch, at about one-halfregular price, w nto for Cntnlogue :
xmd pnvnto terms, Address, .
HALL BROS &co., I\nowlbon. P.Q.

Snmples of our 8, 5 }),

en ree printed in colors. Children

8 cry for them. Sece our 6 pic-

lurc papers before renewing for 93, LEONARD
CO Bible House, Albany, N, Y. )

: B!ABY’S;' WN

Then he returned to the.boys, and, aftor |
expressing pleasure at having formed their
acquaintance, he dismissed them. .The
next day the teacher was informed of the
occurrence, and told that the scholmshlp
would be given to Henry Strong, with the

J.‘HD IVOBTH.ERY M.ESSEI\ GLR " prlnl:cd n.nd pub-
lished every fortnight at Nos. 321 and: 323 St. James
st., dMontreal, by J ohn Redpath Dougnll of Montreal.

All business comimunications should bo nddrcsscd “John
Dougall & San, * endall letters to the EQitor should be B

remark : *“No one so well deservesto be

nddressed * Fditor of the * Nurthern Messenger, '
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