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-9 a city may cost two or three tim
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8anization, so that a considerable part of their expenf;h-
ture on main roads is automatically arrangeq. In Ontario,
Owever, with cities separated from townsh'lp and fﬁOUﬂty
Organization, it has been necessary to devise the system
of suburban road contributions provided for in th(? Qntarxo

ighWayS Act, in order that the existing municipal or-
8anization might not be disarranged. J

' Roads should be built and m_aintained in proporuon

10 the traffic over them. Roads within two OF three mlle{s
es the ordinary €x-

d this extra cost is

Penditure of the county on roads, an '
hout co-operation

fficult for the county to finance wit
fom the city. i

~ The object of a city’s contributio
Telieve the county of the expenditure W
Making -or which they may equitably b
Make, hyut rather to improve the stan
Tadiating from the city, and to permit them to
condition suited to the trafhc over them.
raffic accumulates to a considerable density on the mau;
fads immediately adjacent. to the city, and 1t becomed
A0 unfair charge-upon rural districts to construct an
Maintain roads suited to such accumulated traffic. ;
al aid may be spending

n would not be to
hich they are now
e called upon to
dard of roads

be main-

Thus the county with rovinci
for ordinary roads 'S;,ooopper mile ; maqe up of $3l,19§g
'Om the county and S"z,oqo from the province. By tCﬂ lth?a
Pon the city to contribute equally with the county, o
tWo provide $6,000, which entitles them to 2 prgvmgoo
Subsidy of $4,000. In this way, roads costing "c’: g
\Or $20,000) per mile become possible, t0 the very gre
'advaﬂtage of the cities.

Municipal -boundary lines are pu :
accidental, pilt ](D:a:mot "be maintained that the trclllihle?;
Erests and obligations of cities do not ext'end bey(;r;l. ok

undaries, That city councils are mCl}ne‘i o d “.‘es %
their interests as terminating with the city boun 2.1(1;1 il
Purely 5 traditional attitude of mind, .and i consbl :i; ng
the advantages of good main roads, 15 without 1a i
act.  Good main roads are a means of rural developm 0
ad are 3 source of local trade, as well as a.wrﬁYeﬁzg :
O city residents. The construction of main 1gt t}{e
"fldiating from a city is sO clearly of advantage _(1) i
City, that artificial boundary lines must necessarily

lSregarded in providing equitably for the cost.
: hould con-
It has been suggested that the provmcgssthrough a

tl:lb“te to the cost of continuing main e Citi in
City. But wealth is concentrated in.;. cities: mefld a
Otario have an assessment Of $I’033’II?’54L}}1 ?ze an
POpulation ' of 1,019,627; Whereas townships 2 o
asieSSment of $687,372,853 and a population .of I’(')t'Zs’ aré
With, the comparaiively small amount e :1 tin
Sked o pay to the construction of main roads re laivegx
fom them, “we believe that ample COnSld'era'tlonh 7 gt- at
0 the CORE G uction of connecting links within the €1 y
€ Cost of the city. : 4
A man's rs a somewhat
B i witeets of sty hesnto AR
L county roads. We aid a farmer to i (S)nstruct
Oundary of his farm, but do not aid him t<f> Coo e
- 2nes and driveways on his farm- If a fa'rm e miles
Yith a single family residing on it, and dlsmr}c?otwgf such
'om o county road, is taxed for tl}e constructl :of i
“maip road, it would seem only fair that an ar':h a V:;’lua-
dcreg and containing a pOPUIation of 25190 w}lﬁn to the
100 equal to 6,000 farms, should pay something
St of main roads radiating from 1t A i
The building  of GKPC"SiVC pave‘men.ts Wlt'};;]nr:s;;c};
not absolve the city from its obligations Wi

rely arbitrary and

similar relation to a

does
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to main roads in the open country. City pavements are
not designed for traffic requirements; but are expensive
largely because of the advantages of curbing and good
boulevards to adjacent property; the cost being reflected
in increased property values. Comparing a $4,000 per
mile road in the country with a city pavement costing
$60,000 per mile, under ordinary conditions of land oc-
cupation in Ontario, with four farms per mile on each
side of the road, the cost, if levied on a frontage basis,
would be twice as great to the farmer as to the owner of
a go-foot city lot.

As a matter of self-interest, due to the benefits which
good roads bring to a city, it is clearly a matter in which
the cities of the province should heartily co-operate with
the province. There is no industry which cities can
honus with so much advantage to themselves as farming.
Good roads increase the produce, the saleable produce,
from the farms, all of which adds to the prosperity of
the city.

Under the systems of taxation in vogue in the United
States, a much larger proportion of the cost of main high-
ways is met by the cities than is being considered in this
province. The maximum rate to be levied upon a city for
those main arteries is restricted to one-half mill, and the
county roads to be designated as ‘‘suburban’’ under the
Act, would necessarily be restricted to such mileage as
could be adequately improved with the expenditure be-
coming available through the combined contributions of
the city, county and province.

The mileage of radiating roads to which each city
should contribute will depend somewhat on local condi-
tions. Consideration may be given to the local trade
traffic entering the city; or to points of local interest
close to the city; or to an area approximately that re-
quired to maintain the city with local farm produce. It
is estimated that one square mile, as. commonly farmed
in Ontario, will support a population of about 300 persons ;
from which the radius of the supporting area may be
estimated. Broadly, it would appear feasible to require
the smaller cities to give proportionate support to about
six miles of ‘road for each mile of radius of supporting
area; or on another basis, two miles to each million of
assessment.

The Ontario Highways Act came into effect in
January of last year, and there is considerable negotiation
to be carried out in order to effect organization in all
cases.'

The counties in which suburban roads have been
settled are York, in which Toronto contributes to the
entire county road system, with a special grant of $250,000
to the Toronto-Hamilton Highway ; Frontenac, in which
Kingston contributes to approximately 60 miles of road;
Waterloo, in which Galt contributes to 25 miles, and
Kitchener to 12 miles; Essex, in which Walkerville has
contributed to about 8 miles (negotiations are now in
progress with Windsor). Hamilton has contributed
$50,000 to the Toronto-Hamilton Highway, and negotia-
tions are in progress with the county with respect to other
suburban roads.

Department of Public Highways.—The road organi-
zation of Southern Ontario is vested in the Department
of . Public Highways, under the Minister of Public Works
and Highways, and is in charge of a deputy minister,
chief engineer, and staff. The duties of the department
have a considerable range, including :

The administration of the Highway Improvement and
Ontario Highways Acts, which provide for subsidies to
county and main roads.
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