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3-- 10 main roads in the open country. City pavements are 

not designed for traffic requirements ; but are expensive 
largely because of the advantages of curbing and good 
boulevards to adjacent property; the cost being reflected 
in increased property values. Comparing a $4,000 per 
mile road in the country with a city pavement costing 
$60,000 per mile, under ordinary conditions of land oc
cupation in Ontario, with four farms per mile on each 
side of the road, the cost, if levied on a frontage basis, 
would be twice as great to the farmer as to the owner of 
a 40-foot city lot.

As a matter of self-interest, due to the benefits which 
good roads bring to a city, it is clearly a matter in which 
the cities of the province should heartily co-operate with 
the province. 1 here is no industry which cities 
bonus with so much advantage to themselves as farming. 
Good roads increase the produce, the saleable produce, 
from the farms, all of which adds to the prosperity of 
the city.
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Under the systems of taxation in vogue in the United 
States, a much larger proportion of the cost of main high
ways is met by the cities than is being considered in this 
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county roads to be designated as 
Act, would necessarily be restricted to such mileage as 
could be adequately improved with the expenditure be
coming available through the combined contributions of 
the city, county and province.

The mileage of radiating roads to which each city 
should contribute will depend somewhat on local condi
tions. Gonsideration may be given to the local trade 
traffic entering the city ; or to points of local interest 
close to the city ; or to an area approximately that re
quired to maintain the city with local farm produce. It 
is estimated that one square mile, as. commonly farmed 
in Ontario, will support a population of about 300 persons ; 
from which the radius of the supporting area may be 

Broadly, it would appear feasible to require 
the smaller cities to give proportionate support to about 
six miles of road for each mile of radius of supporting 
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The Ontario Highways Act came into effect in 
|anuary of last year, and there is considerable negotiation 
to be carried out in order to effect organization in all
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ich fb The counties in which suburban roads have been 

settled are York, in which Toronto contributes to the 
entire county road system, with a special grant of $250 
to the Toronto-Hamilton Highway; Frontenac, in which 
Kingston contributes to approximately 60 miles of road ; 
Waterloo, in which Galt contributes to 25 miles, and 
Kitchener to 12 miles; Essex, in which Walkerville has 
contributed to about 8 miles (negotiations are now in
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$50,000 to the Toronto-Hamilton Highway, and negotia
tions are in progress with the county with respect to other 
suburban roads.

Department of Public Highways.—The road organi
zation of Southern Ontario is vested in the Department 
of.Public Highways, under the Minister of Public Works 
and Highways, and is in charge of a deputy minister, 
chief engineer, and staff. The duties of the department 
have a considerable range, including:

The administration of the Highway Improvement and 
Ontario Highways Acts, which provide for subsidies to 
county and main roads.
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