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PRIZE ESSAY ON CANADA.

We have received a copy of the Essay which ob-
tained the first prize from the Paris Exhibition, Com-
mittee, and find it as was to be expected,a very interest
Ing and succinct hist ory of this noble province.it suatar-
al resout ces, anid the chaificter and condition or ils in-
habitants. The author is Mir J. Sheridan UIo.zan, a
young gentleman coînnected with the political presa.
and for soie lime a resident of [lamilton, U C. We
notice some omissi) is and a few not very important
errors, but as a whole the essay is a very creditable
performance. We select a short chapter:-
AoRICULTURE AND ITS PRoGESS. THE SAME COM

PAREo WI'TH THE UNITED STATFs.

Canada, but especially the Western Province, is
and bas been ess, ntially an agricultural country.
Acting upon a policy whîich it is neiher necessary to
explain, nor to discuss the merils of here. England
bas always desired to make Canada. and indeed all
ber Norih A merican colonie's, marts for the consump-
tion of lier manufactures. The consequence is, 1 bat
Canada's enegy lias been chiefly direcied to agricul.
ture. IL is true that she bas valuable miner.ils. bat
it is only recently that public attention has been di-
rected to themn, aud liat capital hds been applied to
their produiction. Whatever prospe ity the Caniadian
people enjoy. it is emaphtically to the soil, the use
they have made of il, and the tinber t.hey fou.id upon
it, that they owve it. 'o follow th~ plough, ilrefore,
is to folloV whait has led to Canada's wealth. To
count her 'tacks (f corn is to tell what "he hs to
show for h. r labour. The statisties which mark h r
annual production are the mile stones on ber road to
prosperity ; and ifl fthe eader hias a fai.cy for well-
stored gu -10is, ich har ces. lields. farm yards teeim
ing with plenty, and beautitul animals-for they are
not the le-s so f'or bing dometic and us l'l.-l
would invite h'n to ta<ke a shoi t excurs on upoa thia
pleasant road of Canadian properity.

The val" of alil the vegetîble prodiictions of Can-
ada in 1851 ws estimat.ed at £9.200 000,-grain
being £5.630.000, other products £3 570,000. The
wbeat crop of il -t yeai in Upper Canada vas 12.682,-
550 bushels, or near y 13 busihels for every iiihabi-
tant, while that of flie United States i 'lie same year
gave only about 4 huîshul, to each inhabitant.

It would exceed the limits of an Ess>y to trace tlie
large incrtease in the vegetable produci ion of Canad .
The progrcss of the Ainerican Sates. unexanpled
perbaps in the history of the world, affu'rd, by con
trast, the best p:oof, of thuagricultural advan ement
of anada. Oliio. the best of the.se Siates for agri-
cul ual pui poses. anîd where lanîd i ltld. on ao aver-
ae, at double the price of that of the whole Union.
prolue s, with iearly acre for acre under whi at cul-
tivation, one-seveiita less in quantity than Upp r
Canada, there beinig one and a half bushels le.s to
each inhabitant.

In the last ten years the growth of wbeat in ihe
whole Unuitî d Sttis incrcased 48 per cent., and liat
of Canada. in th samie period, iicr eased -100 per ceuit.
Even in Inidiad corn the roduction of Ca a con-
pares nost favorabily with th Siait s. 1he ine.res in
the States, for a priod -f ten yeacrs, up to I1851, be-
!Dg 56 per cent ; aid for niineî years. up to teu sa.e
period, that of Cinada was 1t3 per cent.

Of oat, !h growilh in Upper Can-fda has. i nine
years. incicaseid 133 per cent., and in Lowerscvent.y,

auainst 17 per cent. during the sanc period iii the
United States.

Tlt- amotint of live stock iq justly conrsidiered one
of the nost important features in agriculture, and
one of' prim.try consideration in good fariiinr. s
without it the propertios of the soil could not be
sustaintd. tle expense and ditcul t.y of introduncing
Guano, Nitrate of >oda. and otht r costly ianures
pressing to leavily upon the farmer in a youug
c ,luntry. In) addition to this, stock is a son: ce of
w ealth, as nlfording butter, cheese, wool, anl other
maiketable produce.

Ini 1851, Canada possessed 592 622 milch cows, be-
ing t wo to every 64 persons. and 46,939 more than
the State of Ohio. wbicb had in this yerar about an
equal number of inhabitanis In sheep. Upper Can-
ada lithad te, and Lower Canada ei-hît to every one
hunîdred iihiabitants, whilst the whole United States
lad 7 1 th. Ii ten years the increase in the Stites
of thte latter animals iwas eqal to 10 per cent., and
in the weight of their fileece 32 pier cent. lin Canada,
f r the saie period. the increase in annials was 35
pur cent., and in wool 64, the quality of Canadian
wool being declîred, at the Gre-t Exhibition, to be
nearly eqial tgo the finlest saimiples of Germain.

Caunada possesses one horse to every five inhabi-
tants, and the iticrease in ten years bs been 50 per
cent. . The best cattlet iicreated 64 per cent. in six
years. and the total lire stock, according to the Cen-
sus, in 1851, was 4.2-19.314 h a. The inicreai' since
tlit period inost have b.-en veriy large ; aud the' im-
portation of the fin st Europeanî br. eds. carefully
s, lecte'd. has enalibled ;he Cai adian farmer to cirn-
pe'c, in stock, with any pait of the wrnld.

Fr ni a sumnmary of the facts eliucidated by flic lst
Census o: Canada and the Uti cd Staies, taken with-
in a year of each other. it appeari that Canada far
exeed, the nost prounctive State of the. Union la
% heat, p-as, rye, barley, mais, buîckwheat. iay. heuip.

flax. hops, ma lP .sugar. aud po'ators , Ohîio largely
exce. din2 Cantada in butter, chî se, grnsq sted, wool,
tobacco, b el and poi k ; and if the produce of the
forest b'- addt d1, of which Canada i xported iii 1851
t - the value of uipa'ardls of a million and a lialf of
pounds, the rela ive wealth is greatly in fovor of
Canada.

Already the popu'afion of Canad a is more than
oie-tiii itr, nitt f the United States, the aren li squre
miles. cxclu'ive beimg one-.slxtb ; ber
-fiowthu cf wheat is one-sixti that of tie Auerican
ilinion, and possessinîg, as the dos, tI great high
way of tle St. Lawre'nce to the Wtst, ber resources
presentua unrivallkd field for energy and enterpiise.

.As a what exporting country Canada bas made
great progress ; and as tbe improved muethods of' ag-
rieulture, are more generally adopt<d, aidi ber rich
territories il the- west bi couie better st tt!ed, lier ex-
portsi of bread-tiuffs wil lie immnie. It would ap-
pear thate Uniuited Stats, on the coitrauy, during
the last t.veity years, have bten uiiable, tven witti
the temîpta-ioi of hanine priceb, to incr'ase their ex-
port, for in i1831 theîcir expoi t of w'ht at aid floiur
was gqnal to 9-4l091 busiels. ar.d th- v.dlue $10,-
46GL715. Il 1851 the export was 11,028:397 bush-
'-ls, the valie SI113,063, the increase il twenty
years b ing onily 1,587,306 bu-h. 1s.

Ini 1838 fiandî 'xorted 296.020 bushels ofnliçat,
a i. i î 1852. 5.196,71- bushes. thus iici easing eight-
c'a ti.s Il r xp..ris in gruini hve du.iib:t (l our
times Ilitteen yeais, or or- tbi one in every
t..ur 3rs. Thlyt tire lion equa' to one-half ad c eU.
t.re exp.uts or tIe Utnited States.


