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PRIZE ESSAY ON CANADA.

We have received a copy of the Eseay which ob-
tained the first prize from the Paris Exlibition, Com-
mittee, and find it us was to be expected,s very interest
Ligand succinet history of this noble province.it snutnr-
alresouices, aud the chaiacter aud condition of its in-
habitants. 'The author is Mr J. Sheridan Houan, a
young gentleman connnected with the political presa,
and for sowe time a resident of Hamillon, U C. We
nolice some omissio 1s and a few not very important
errors, but as a whole the essny is a very creditable
performance. We select a short chapter :—

AGRICULTURE AND JTS PROGRESS. THE SAME COM

PARED WITH THE UNITED STATFS.

Capada, but especiaily the Western Province, is
aad hag been ess atiully an agricultural country.
Acting upoa a policy which 1t is neither necessary to
explain, nor to discuss the merits of here, England
has always desired to make Canada. snd indeed all
her North American colonirs, marts for the consump-
tion ot her manufuctures. The consequence is, that
Canada’s energy has been chiefly directed to agricul.
ture. It is true that she has valuable minerals. but
it is oniy recenly that public attention has been di-
rected to them, ard that capital has been applied to
their production. Whatever prosperity the Canadian
people enjoy. it is emphatically to the soil, the use
they have made of it, and the timber they fousd upon
it, that they owe it. To follow the plough, thereture,
ig to follow what has led to Canada’s wealth. To
count her <tacks of corn is to tell what she has to
show for h-r labour. Tbe statistics which mark h r
anoual production are the mile stones on her road to
prospenity ; and if the reader bas a fancy for well-
stored gravaries, righ hareest ficlds, farm yards teem
ing with plenty, and beantitul animals —for they are
not the le-s so fur buing domestic snd us ful.—1
would invite b'm to take a short eacurs on upon this
pleasant road of Canadian pro-perity.

The valun of all the vegetable productions of Can-
ada in 1851 was estimated at £9.200 000,—graiv
being £5.630.000, other products £3 570,000.  The
wheat crop of 1h .t year in Upper Canada was 12,682,
550 busbels, ur near y 134 busbels for every inhabi-
tant, while that of the Umited States inthe same year
gave only ubout 43 bushels to each inbabitant,

it would exceed the limits of an Essay to irace the
large fucrease in the vegetable produciion of Cunad ..
The progress of the American S.ates. uuexamyled
perbaps in the history of the world, affurd, by con
trast, the best proofs of the agricultural advandement
of Canada.  Ohiv, the best of these States for agri-
cul uaf pwposes, and where land is bold. on ao aver-
aze, at double the price of thut of the whole Union.
produc s, with nearly acre for acre under wheat cul-
tivation, one-seventa less in quantity thaw Uppor
Cunada, there being one and 2 half bushels less to
each inbabitant.

In the Jast ten years the growth of wheat in {he
whole Unitid Stutes inereased 48 per cent., and that
of Canada. in the same period, increased 400 per ceut,
Lven in lndina corn the vroduction of Canadn come
pares most favoranly with the States, the jnereas in
the States, for a period of ten Fears, up to 1831, be
1% 56 per cent 3 and for nine yewrs, up to the saa.e
period, that of Canada was 163 per cent.

Of oats, the prowth in Upper Cansda has, in niac
years, incieased 133 per cent., and in Lower, seventy,

avainst 17 per cent. during the same period in the
Uvited States.

The amount of live stork is justly considered one
of the most impurtant features in agriculture, and
one of primary cousideration in good farming, 98
without it the properties of the soil conld not be
sustained, the expense and difienlty of introducing
Guano, Nitrate of Soda. aud other costly munures
pressing teo heavily upon the farmer in & young
¢untry. In addition to this, stock is a sowrce of
wealth, as affording butter, cheese, wool, anda other
mai ketable produce.

In 1851, Canada posceszed 592 622 milch cows, be-
ing two to every 64 persons. and 46,939 more than
the State of Obio, which had in this yrar abont an
equal number of inhabitamis  In sheep. Upper Can-
ada had ten, aud Lower Canada eizht to cevery one
hundred inhabitants, whilst the whole United States
bl 7 1 6th.  In ten years the increase in the States
of the latter animals was equal to 10 per cent., and
in the weight of their flecce 32 per cent.  1n Canada,
f r the same period. the increase in avimals was 35
per cent., and in wool G4, the quality of Cunadian
wool being declared, at the Great Exhibition, to be
nearly equal to the finest samples of German,

Canada possesses one horse to every five inbabi-
tants, aud the iucrease in ten years hes been 50 per
cent. . The best cattle increased 64 per cent. in gix
years. and the total live stock, according to the Cen-
sus, in 1831, was 4.249.314 heal.  The iucrease since
that period must have been very large ; and the im-
portation of the fincst Buropean broeds. cercfully
silected. has enabled the Caradian farmer to cuvm-
pe'e, in stock, with any part of the warld.

Fr m a summary of the facts elucidaled by the l4st
Census 0: Canada snd the Ui ed States, taken with-
in & year of each other. it appears that Canada far
exceeds the most productive State of the. Union in
nheat, prss, rye, barley, oats, buckwheat, hay. hemp.
flas. hops, ma 1o sugar, uud po'atees,, Ohio largely
excer ding Cauvada in butter, checse, grass sced. wool,
tobacco, b ef and pork; avd if the produce of the
forest be added, of which Casada «xported in 1851
t - the value of upwards of 2 million avd a half of
pounds, the rela ive wealth is greatly in fovor of
Canada.

Already the popu’ation of Canada iz more than
one-thic ter nith of the United Slates, thearea in sqanre
miles. exclu-ive of territories, beng one-sixth ; ber
arowth of wheat is one-sixth that of the Awerican
1Tnion, and possersing, ag the does, the great high
way of the St. Lawrenee to the West, ber resources
present an unrivalled field for energy and evterprise.

As a wheat ¢xporting conntry Canada has made
areat progress ; and as the improved metbods of ag-
riculture are more generally adopted, and her rich
territories io the west b come better s ttled, ber ex-
ports of breadstufis wil be izuoense. It would ap-
pear that the United States, on the contray, during
the Jast twenty years, have been unable, «ven with
the tempta-ion of famise prices, to increass their ex-
port, for iu 1831 their export of wheat and flonr
wag equal to 941091 bushels, ard the value $10,-
461.715. Tn 1851 the export was 11,028 397 hush-
ols, the value $11.343.063, the increase in twenty
years b-ing only 1,387,306 bu-hbrls.

In 1838 Canuda exported 296.020 busbels of wheat,
2l 15 1832, 5,196,718 bushels. thusincseasing eipht-
een vnes I eXports in grain have doaubied  our
times i fifteen yewrs, or mose than wuee in every
tour yeers. Thep are now cqua’ o ope-balf (¢ ens
t.re expats of the United Suates.



