-+ Marchionefs of PoMPaDOUR.  1r

« tjme the King did not commune, there were up-

« wards of a million of fubjes in France, who no -

« longer partiok of the facraments : that the defet-v

« tion -from the holy table was become general

« &c. & :
Then fpeaking of conftitutions, they added .

“ That God "had given power to his miniftes to -

“ abfolve paft-fins ; that repentance effaced in hea-
“ ven crimes committed -upon earth: that the Di-
« vinity, in forming man, bad been obliged to give
“ way to his" weaknefles: that we fhould always
“ fulfil our- chriftian obligations, . notwithftanding
“ thecontinual tem -tations with. which the heart
% of man is furrounded,’’ &c: &c."

In a word, Ifam'through thefe maxims of the
fathers of the church, that the King, in order to be
2 good catholic, - hould be reguarly guilty of pro-
fanation-of the facrament once- a year. -

I refufed taking upon myfeif this moral commif- -
fion. I had-a glimpfe-of thofe: confcquences which .
might have.affeéted myfelf. This prinee’s app: oach-
ing thé -communion -table, muft necefli-ily have-
caufed a revolution in him. .1 was under lefs appre-
henfion for the King’s religion, than the intrigues -
of churchmen.. The confeflor was particularly to be
dreaded. He is always powerful, .when the mona:ch -
is frequently at his feet. -

Neither did T advife the King to abfent hlmfelf'
from the holy table. I left things juft as they were.

Peace, which had reftored polmcan tranquillity,.
of itfelf produced frefh divifionsin the ftate.. Church-
mea, the clergy: - and the parliament, who i time
of war, unite: themfelves-to the adminift-ation, to
part-cipate of public'misfortunes, in their turn, create
them, when battles and fieges are pafled: fo that
by a fawality, which is, perhans, derived from the
conftizution itfelf, F-ance muficalvays be armed to
avoid .domeftic quasrels ; .or contmually wage. w:;
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