
Marchionefs of POMPADOUR. '
nhere u

me- " tjme the King did not commune, there'wére up-
ilea- «wards of a million of fubje&s in France, who no

foo- - longer partrok of the facraments: that the defer-
bled " tion -from the holy table-was becôme general"
nore." &c. &c.

Then fpeaking of conftitutions, they added,
fur- " That God 'had given power to his minife- s to
yed " abfolve paft-fins; that repentance effaced in hea-
not ' ven crimes comm;tted upon earth . that the Di-
ent "vinity, in forming man4 had been obliged to give

s of " wav to hi&* weakneffes: that we lhould always
His' " fulfil our- chriffian obligations, notwithflanding
nt, " the continual teintations with which the heart
en- " of man is furrounded," &c, &c.
at. In a word, I faw-·through thefe maxims of the
His fathers of the church, that the King, in order.to be
eni- a good cathotic, £fhould be regularly guilty of pro-
but fanation-of the facrameni:once a year.

I refufed .taking upon -myfeif this moral comrmif-
ne- fi1. I had -a glimpf- of thofe confequences - which

was might have-affe&ed myfelf. This prince's appr oach-
ef, ing thé -communion -table, muft neceffl'ily have
ght caufed a revolution in him. . I was under lefs appre-

,of henfion for the King's religion, -than the intrigues
not of churchmen. - The confeffor was particularly to be
re- dreaded. He is always powerful, ,when the monarch
s of is frequendy at his feet.

Neither did I advife the King to abfent ihimfelf
rs; from the holy table. I left things jua as they were.
an • Peace, which had refored politicat tranquillity,
one of itfelf produced frefh divifions in the fate., Church-

àmea, the clergy -and the parliament, who ini- time
le, of war. unite- themfelves. to the adminift atton, to
he part cipate of-public misfortunes, in their turn. create
re then, when battles and fieges are pâffed: fo that
le 'by a fatality, which is, perha2s, derived from the
he confitution itfelf, F-ance mu ýLfays be armed to
n avoid.demedic .quarels; -or c ually wage, war

with
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