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market. They proposed that I should take the
command. I had no expectation of such an
offer, since I thought myself too young and
inexperienced to enter upon an entirely new
branch of ‘rade, and entertained some misgiv-
ings of my qualifications for such an enterprise.
At the same time I could not so far doubt my
abilities as to neglect so advantageous an oppor-
tunity, and I therefore accepted the trust.
Having engaged in the undertaking, we lost
no time in making the mecessary arrangements,
in procuring a cargo suitable for traffic, and in
preparing the vessel for the voyage. When
ready for sea, the Juno and her lading were
valued at $ 85,000. The Juno at that day was
considered a crack ship, and her outfit embraced
all that was needed for both comfort and conven-
ience. She mounted eight carriage guns, and was
otherwise armed in proportion, and when hauled
into the stream presented quite a formidable and
warlike appearance. Such an equipment was
essential in her time for the dangerous business
for which she was destined. The crew also would
now be considered too large for a craft of the
same tonnage, — for it numbered twenty-six
men and boys, viz.: Samuel G. Newell, First
Mate ; John A. Thomas, Second Mate; James



