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4 The Hydal Mission,

In 1876, the Society’s missionary, the Rev. W. H.
Collison, began a Mission among them at Massett, the
principal trading post on the northern coast of the northern
island, Graham Island. 'Here Mr. and Mrs. Collison, with
their two little children, landed on November 1st, 1876.
Patiently and prayerfully, for the next two years and a half,
did Mr. Collison labour among the Hydahs. Very quickly
he gained a remarkable influence over them, and though the

‘medicine men were, of course, bitterly hostile, the tokens

of the working of the Holy Ghost were manifested sooner
than even an ardent faith might have anticipated.

Mr. Collison thus describes-a remarkable peculiarity of
the Hydah villages (see the picture on page 6):—

In approaching a Hydah village from a distance one is reminded of -

a harbour with a number of ships at anchor, owing to the great number
of poles of all sizes erected in front of every house. These are carved
very well, with all kinds of figures, many of them unintelligible to
visitors or stfangers, but fraught with meaning to the people themselves.
In fact, they have a legend in connection with almost every figure. It
is in the erection of these that.so much property is given away. They
value them very highly, as was instanced lately on the occasion of the
Governor-General’s. visit. He was most anxious to purchase one, but
they would not Consent to it at any price.

The first Hydah to come out distinctly as a Christian
was a chief named Cowhoe, concerning whom an interesting
incident is related. One day he brought a book to Mr.
Collison, saying it had been given him years before by the
captain of an English man-of-war, and asking what it was.
It proved to be a Testament, with this inscription on the
fly-leaf: — “ From Captain Prevost, H.M.S. £Satellite’
trusting that the bread thus cast upon the waters may be
Jound after many days”” More than twenty years had
passed away, and now that prayer was answered.

At Christmas (1878), when the Indians from other villages
came in canoes to Massett, the usual festive custom of
¢t dancing with painted faces, and naked slaves with their
bodies blackened,” was dispensed with, and in lieu of it the
visitors were received by a choir of a hundred Hydahs,
children and adults, chanting the anthem, ‘ How beautiful

upon the mountains.” ‘‘ The unanimous opinion of all was -




