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f affairs in that 'p:}rt_ot the
onsistent with the principles of
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precedent to the war, and its
the loyalty and affection of all
anl all. colonies throughout
Britain, and particularly to our
hllant representatives now tak-
in, fighting the battle of their
fon. of confidence that with such
the field as possessed by Britain,
b ¢ould not but terminate speedily
scess that will be for the great ad-
»  of the entire civilized world.
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BAKER seconded the amendmens, °

bved the adjournment of the debate,
will probably be continued by Prem-
hlin to-day—Col. Baker reserving his:
s until later, as it was demonstrat-
&Speuker he has a right to do If he:

e e
A LEAPING SWORD.

he New York Tribune.
all the cities I have visited in Euxr-
kaid R, A. Stinson, of Boston, recent-
found Madrid one of the most inter-
It has a number of out-of-the-way
es that appeal to one.
fle I was in Madrid I tried to pur-
one of the famous Toledo blades. The
bhioned, two-handed sword was:
P wanted to get, ome of those that
built to cut through armor and which
bd their mission completely, as any
dy battlefield In ye ancient days bore
hony. I had to give it up on account
expense, ‘They eost from $150 up,
bhile I was looking for one a shop-
r showed me a most scientific trick.

g N 1 € 1 : and then the Deadman« Island matter
n b union. Had Mr. Dunsmuir in his coal satisfied with the results of the session plieved fully in the government ownership be—but the exact rights of the province
forceful and admirable address to the|had been negotiated without the pres- \

° house—although, of course, he could not

endorse many of the gentleman’s argu-
ments and conclusions. As for the speech
and Mr. Turner’s criticism of it, he was
pleased to see that for once it had not
been said that it contained nothing, and
mover and seconder were not commisser-
ated upon the unhappy task of having
to apologize for a meagre sessional bill-
of-fare, Passing to Mr. Turner’s criti-
cism of His Honor’s speech, he would
leave the matters of financial policy to
the minister who had made this depart-
ment his particular: care, dealing with
‘the other portions of the opposition lead-
er's remarks. That gentleman had re-
vived an rold stock cry:of his party fo
the effect that when the loan of 1895
was floated, Mr. Turner going to London
to assist in the flotation, articles defama-
tory to British Columbia had been pub-
tished and in consequence of this defama-
tion of provineial credit many -thousand
doltars had been lost to the country. He
denied that any members of the then
opposition—now the government party—
had had aught to do with these so-called
defamatory publications, and he asserted
that the leader and members of the op-
position of to-day were well aware of
this faet while endeavoring to give the
public a contrary impression. No mem-
ber of the house had had anything to do
with the articles in question. The author
of the letters was a farmer residing on
one of the islands of the Gulf of Georgia

- and in no way identified with political or

public life.,, At the same time it should
mot be forgotten that both the then
finance minister and the agent-general

were then in London, and surely should|

‘have been ‘able in their official capacities
to offset the disadvantage to the coun-
try’s credit wrought by the letters of this
humble individual. That they had been

unable to do so ‘was not a very eloquent|

testimonial to their ability. . Mr. Turner
tad denied that the present government
had .doné anything to facilitate the pro-
gress and development of the provitice,
and had contrasted the large expendi-
tures of 1898—“enormous” the leader of
the opposition” had very aptly termed
them—with the meagre apportionments

finance minister,

representative of the province in London |,
should be wholly and distinctly slgpamte
0 one : i é
should represent this province and at the Mr. Martin, continuing, forced n;‘rir:
same time be engaged in inducing the the member for South Nanaimo an :
enlistment of capital in very hazardous | mision that he had been quite c"“‘gcct‘
R oice | i, fiat he bnd, hon Qe SO
or representative of British Columbia ; ; ; yr ey AR
sheuld, while filling a position under this had, hm;dMyetR"gf hwgngh}:h n?ill;ech};om i:g
government, be operating on his own ac- say that Mr. D! ath, e
eount with the moneys of investors.
The amendments to the

and uncertain jnvestments.

and objection

carry one or
against the government by th
ingly small majority of one
that they had been able
member for Kootenay (Mr.
‘Wells) not being in a position, to reach
the house as quickly as the junior mem-
ber for Vdncouver (Mr. Martin) did not!ine advantage of the facilities available.
indicate ;h“ ﬁ‘f gt‘?: e“:ﬁ‘e‘l‘lto s‘;ag 1&?: He had for this and this.only accepted
ence of either the house or 2 wud-he
and he challenged both the jun- the facilities placed at his hand, and b

for Esquimalt and the jun-| opinjon from the Minister of Finance, a
to show

the government|ish Columbia than the member for Co-

ior ‘member for
wherein the policy of

had deviated from what it was when | ypox, were that gentlemdn and himself

they had cordially supported the govern-}unpited in any enterprise, and the Minis-

the homse would.

tuents—from wha

be no easy. task.

: se ™" | mines or any of his other interests ever
@ich In Londen otﬂtgehgslttlﬁgt(gglug\ﬂll)g taken such ground against organized la-

of British Columbia in London and the bor as to refuse to treat with the labor

organizations on matters of dispute?
Mr.- Ralph Smith—Yes; he objected
to the men organizing a union. °

of the working man at the present time,

School - Act had. in_ his pocket a pass over tl}e C. P.
s : R.—this road that had so established it-
were briefly referred to, no explanation| "o % S

being given, however, of the nature 8| S¢lf as the arch-antagonist of organized
the legislation proposed; el ; oy
was taken to the manner in which the %&iim:ﬁg ‘%:b‘tsfxerr‘:}t W“tsli‘ﬁ‘tg‘xf ‘“] b‘°n ’1‘3““:“1’2;
amendment ha(}l been passed, thet Il"reé ; P

mier denying that the government ha by g =
been as yet discredited although by the posing as the champion of the labor in:
sharp qctiox}—the peculiar tactics of the
bR g; hti’;ksl:ft gg ‘{&?t%z“gt_:gs that had declared its undying hostility
the presence among them of two mem-
bers who had until recently been found
in the government ranks—they had been
two divisions
e exceed-
The fact
to do this

labor; the company that had emphatical-

of the member for-South Nanaimo in

terests and at the same time himself
travelling on' a pass over the very woad

to ‘labor unions, he did not think the
workingmen of British Columbia would
be induced to believe that his own ride
from Vancouver to _Victoria on the
steamer Joan and the Esquimalt & Na-
naimo Railwdy train, he believed the
fare from Vancouver across wass some-
thing less than $2, would be sufficient of
a bribe to indwce him to change “his
views and go backi mpon all His prin-
ciples. It was merely a question of tak-

would say that much as he differed in

man ten times more dangerous to Brit-

ter of Finance placed at his disposal
facilities to’ further that entemprise, he
would ' promptly accept those facilities.

Mr, Semlin hoped that he and| This was the case exactly. It was pos-

He doubted however | sible for any two men, however diverse
uld be able to satis-| their opinions and sentiments might be
t he had|on certain subjects, to engage in a joint
that constituency it would | enterprise, viz., to defeat the govern-
The position of the|ment. It was with that object, and sim-

and its laws,

At the outset last session comsidering
the smallness of the majority, he had
been -of the opinion that the return to
the people should be made at once. He
had advocated this course, but the other
members of the party had overruled him.
The proper course  foi- the government
then unquestionably would have been
to return to the country, but the mem-
bers had been timorous and they had
not done so. Instead, they had met the
house, and all things considered had got
through the session in: good shape, the
bye-elections in  East Kootenay, Nel-
sen and Vancouver incidentally demon-
strating that the feeling of the country
was such that the government position
would have been improved by a general
election then. Touching briefly upon the
great difficulty he had experienced while
in the Semlin government, of getting
that government to redeem its prom-
ises, Mr. Martin referred to ‘the for-
mation of that government itself, charg-
ing that Mr. Semlin had been guilty of
a distinet and deliberate breach of trust
in accepting the leadership when he well
knew that he was only mominally, and
certainly not actually the leader of the
party. It had before the elections been
arranged that this should be considered
an open question, and whatever the re-
sult of the elections a caucus was ar-
ranged to be held to determine the mat-
ter of leadership. That caucus was held
and the Finance Minister of to-day not
finding himself favored, had urged delay
in final action mntil the results in Cas-
siar could be known and Mr. Maepher-
son, who -was not present, attend a
meeting of the party. In the meanwhile
the late government was dismissed and
Hon. Mr. Beaven invited to form a gov-
ernment. He failing.: Mr. Semlin had
nexit been appealed to. What should
that honorable gentleman have done
then? Should he have assumed the of-
fice well knowing that he was not the
choice or leader of his own party? Yet
this was what he did—becoming thereby
guilty of the grossest breach of trust in
the political history of Canada. He (Mr.
Martin) believed that the Premier in this

and operation of the rallways.

T.and subsidies having been given to
gecture railway construction in the past,
why, however, should there be special
favors shown to the C.IAR. in’this iso-
lated instance? If it was in the interest
of the public of British Columbia that
the Columbia & Western railway grant
of land should be bought - back, why
should not the Nelson & Fort Sheppard
grant be purchased too—and the Colum-
bia & Kootenay Co.'s = grant—or the
grant to the B. & N railway? Such
‘transactions must, to be sound, be based
upon a general and a defendable prin-
ciple; and.in dealing with the case now
to be submitted to them, thé house
should see to it that no more than ac-
tual value was secured if the purchase
were carried through. The house should
never - consent to buying back the land
at a dollar more than its actual value;
and in this connection he hoped that the
government would  be able to produce
conclusive evidence of the value for the
guidance of the members. This par-
ticular grant was in a very mountainous
country—the land by agreement had
been open to purchase preemption for a
stated period, and it was practically cer-
tain that every acre that was of any val-
ue had been taken up. Personally he be-
lieved that all the grant in question was
valuable only by reason of the minerals,
and as these did not in event pass to the
railway company they formed no ele-
ment of consideration in the matter.
The land could only be considered in re-
lation to its value for agricultural or
timbering purposes, and it was certainly
a debatable question whether or not tim-
ber limits should be bought back by the
province to be given over to the mill-
men, who were in a very different posi-
tion from that of the settler.

‘There was another view to H® taken of
this matter, too. = In his opinion the Co-
jumbia & Western were entitled only to
a grant for a small portion of their road
extending from Trail to Rossland—this
being the portion of the road that had
been built under the Provincial Aid Act,
and the provisions of the general Rail-

shonld be settled by the courts before
provincial lands or provincial moneys
were given where there was no just
claim. In the present case it would ap-
pear from the wording of this paragraph
of His Honor’s spech that the govern-
ment was prepared to recognize that the
company had’ no right, yet as a matter
of favor were ready to give them cash
for land to which they had neither right
nor title.

'Anobhe'r most extraordinary proposi-
tion was that with the reference to the
making of a constituency for a member
from Boundary Creek. With the ad-
ceptance of the principle here involved,
any government might easily be enabled
to continme in office perpetually. What
did it mean? Why finding themselves,
as the present government did, with
what the honorable Premier has charac-
terized as a contemptible majority of
one, they had only to select the constitu-
encies in which they were strongest, and
re-divide them to assure themselves in-
creased majorities. It was merely a cut-
ting mp of party hives for party preser-
vation. If the grasted increase of popu-
lation in the Boundary country were ac-
cepted as sufficient Treason for the mem-
ber there. he was prepared to declare that
there had been an infinitely greater in-
creas of population in the ecity of Van-
couver since the elections. If Boundary
was entitled to an extra member on
the score of increased population, Van-
couver city was certainly entitled to two
more, and there were other parts of
the province that showed equally strong
claims for recognition.

On the subject of redistribution he
wished to direct attemtion to an admir-
able editorial appearing in the Columbian
—a paper but for whose support, reluct.
ant but nevertheless given, the  honor-
able Attorney-General never would have
succeeded in retaining his seat after
having been selected for his present
place in the government.. In the conclnd-
ing paragraphs of its article, the Co-
lumbian said: .

“Sizing up the whole situation, we are
convinced that the proper and states-

came up, and he had been a‘raid to go. He
was in terror lest on his going away thé
entire ritter would be satisfactorily set-
tled, and the government Lave reason fo
show five instead of one ¢f a majority ou -
the flour of the house at tlie present time.
Hon. ‘Mr. Cotton’s occupitey of two posi-
tions in the government was another mat-
ter fthat called for consideration and ex-
planaticn—more especialiy as these were
the important departments‘tlat pay in and
expend the revenue Tracing the history of
Hon. Mr. Cotton’s acceptance of the double
duties, Mr. Martin statel that utter chaos
in the lands and works department had
been p~ duced by the glariig. absolute, ni-
ter ‘incompetency of the Iiemier to admin-
ister that depurtment, It therefore became
imperative to remcve the Premier at on >,
and he was givin the officc of Provin :al
Secretary, in which he could do little if
any harm. It was agreed ibat the Finance
Minister shonld take his p’rce in the lands
and works office, but as the new loan was
just about that time being presented, chat
he should remain Finance Minister undl
this had been disfosed of, whken the fina'ice
department would be tiken over by the
Minister of Mines. He wanted to know;
and go did the other meminrs of the house,
why the course docided vpoi. had not been
followed ?

In closing, Mr. Martin again asserted thac
he stood as the champior of the people
against the absorpiion »>f their assets 1y
the O. P. R. or anyone eise¢ -that he stood
for the enforcement and maintenance of
such laoos legisiation as Lad been disal-
lowed by the Dominisn authorities—and
that he was still advocating and furtherinZ
the carryirg throigh of a general measure
of redisiribution und an early return 1o
the people,

Mr. Ralph Smith move i the adjournment
of the izpate until Friday, and the house
adjourn=d until then, aftc: Premier Sem-
lin had assurcd Mr, Tuvoc~ that no deti-
nite information had been received in »:3-
ponse to. the offer of the j’'»vince to "1:-
nish a ccmpany of mounted scouts for
Imperial service in Sou:za s frica.

NO SESSION TO-DAY.
It 4s in consequence wof the absence

{ et ranli +o| from the eapital on private professional
junior member for Vancouver was some- ply with a view to putting the govern-| s in other matters had been so influ- way Act of the province. The original L“;v'g‘l;;kgz“‘?: tthg 3;}; Kovtir:g:“tw;g Treiadtibe ot I’:\Ir. 3 Oseg{l Martli)n. ¢that the
of money for the public service contained | what different, but because Mr, Martin | ment in @ hole, that he had accepted the| enced 'and controlled by the stronger- grant had been made under this act, kel e gy g s dumﬁm dmg, o ™| house is not meeting ay, Mr. Ralph
in the votes of the present government.| had seen fit to resign his position in the| means of the conveyance offered him.| minded Finance Minister that his natur- which could not be too highly commepd» miserable existence, to hang cravenly Smith, who continues "the debate, being
His explanation was that the appropria-| government and terminate his allegiance| And they had put the government in &1 4} honor and sense of justice had un- ed as’'going far towards. safeguarding| =" o power, with a jbare majority, and | Particularly anxious that Mr. Martin
tions of 1898 svere excessive, and de-|to the party, did not necessarily involve | hole—for a few minutes.. (Laughter,). | consciously been overruled. Pending the rights and interests af-the provimcet s "o o L oy (}‘ny of Iothng that | shall be present. :
signed 'to influence the votes of the elec-{ any change in the policy of the govern-| 1In his reply to  the leader of the| Mr Beaven’s endeavors to form a gov-| il railway building. But all the rest of{ , . & "y 1o take the Yonaor ite tfs T ARDIANS HANS
torate in retaining power for the Mur-|ment. If the governmert had lost the | opposition, the Premier, he was Sur-| ermmont Mr. Semlin had been asked to the road had ben built under Dominion} .o ¢ jence, at the opening of.the session GUARDIANS FOR ORPHANS.
ner government. It was election year,| .onfidence| of the house an appeal to the |prised to see, had quite unexpectedly | call an jmmediate megting of the party incorporation and assistance, settinglyc’joclaring its intention Yo introduce,|  Mrs. McCulloch, the president of the
and therefore, in accordance with thel .ountry would very quickly decide|and perhaps accidentally  hit the n&ill and had not done so. When he (Mr. aside the securities provided by the pro-| .7 5 "i¢ possible, pass, a proper redistri. | British _Columbia Protwant Orphans’
policy of the late administration, a year| whether the people believed them. to | fairly on the head. He had said that he| Martin) had first been asked to become vincial Railway Act, and thereby reliev-| 3 i5on pill, and appeal to the country. | Home, Mrs. Hayward, and Mrs. E. L.
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tore was very lofty, running up two
ee stories, and he was descanting on
pauties of this particular sword, when,
jler to prove the perfect temper of the
, he drove the point into the floor and
he blade until hilt and point met, He
suddenly released the hilt, and that
t of gleaming sword sprang up into
ir like a thing alive. Up and wp it
almost to the lofty eeiling itself,
it lost its impetus and began its de-
hilt first. It returned almost to the
whence it started. the shopkeeper
ing it by the hilt with practiced ease
eturning it to its ease. 1 wHs crazy
ly it mysélf, but the owner refused to
me, as he said I would probably not
wreck the store, but perhaps injure
If as well. He told me that if T want-
o learn the trick I had better prac-
it in a large open lot, and that a suit
mor wouldn’t be a bad thing to wear
I got the hang of 1t

it

~ .




