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Econamy .in _
Adminisfraﬁon.

The Canadian Government,

aroused, or possibly it would be

more correct tQ say alarmed, by
the demands made by the pub-
lic through the press are taking
steps to reduce expenditure. To
what extent official Ottawd is
serious in its intention remains
to be seen, but that some effort
is to be made shows at least that
an administration dare not turn
a deaf ear to public opinion un-
less it is willing to face the éon-
sequences. An audit Board has
been created and an Auditor
General appointed. His first duty
is to investigate conditions in
the Civil Service in order to as-
certain in what directions a sav-
ing can be effected.

Barring official opposition
and the inherent dislike of gow-
ernments generally to praetice
economy, he showld not find his
work difficult, for if one may
judge from the figures given in
a Canadian journal there is dead
wood aplenty upon which to use
the axe. It is said that whenever
at the opening of the century the
number of civil servants num-
bered 4,000  with salaries not
much over $3,600,000, to-day
they number 40,000 . and their
payroll totals $50,000,000.

A former Newfoundland poli-
tician once said of our adminis-
tration that it resembled the
trappings of an elephant on the
back of a cat. If sich a remark
could be applied to it in those
days, what can be said of it now?

We have a population of less
than a quarter of a million and
a publie service that is sufficient-
ly elaborate, numerous and cost-
ly to administer the affairs of a
country many times the size of
Newfoundland. We have adopt-
ed a policy of economgy in salary
at the expense of efficiency in
service, as a result of which in
many of the departments two
officials are doing the work that
might well be accomplished by
one. We have gone further in
discouraging efficiency by refus-
ing to adopt the principle of pro-
motion by merit. We have pros-
tituted the service for political
ends by using it as a ‘dumping
ground for political heelers who,
after a brief occupation of some
“cushy” job, retire with an hon-
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until it gishanded in 187% in Which
year the St. John's Volunteer Fire
Brigade was formed sild of which
Franels Boggan was Chief,

adopted as their motto “Paithful and
Fearless,” and the ‘records of their
work are replete ~witn ‘incidents. of
‘bravery and devotion togduty. which
speak for themselves, and show  that
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the Volunteer Brigade were ever true |

to their motto, The Volunteer Fire

Brigade disbanded in 1895 in which

year the Government enacted alaw in
which Ihl Fire Department and Con-
dlb\tlm were placed under Govern-
ment ‘control, Inspector General Mec-
Cowen holding office from 1895 to
1908; - Inspector Gegeral- Sullivah
from 1909 to 1917, and Inspector Gen-
“aral Hutehings was  appointed i
1917. : .
Mr. O’'Mara told many amusing stor-
in cosmection with fire bdrigade
work -in the old days, and others
where grave fatalities had brought
sorrow and grief to the home, - He
paid high tribute to the old fire fight-
ers many of whom are still attached
to the Fire Department or pensioned.
Captains Dunne, Kang, Trebble, Rear-
don and McGinn. - These men had seen
gervice when the premises of Mitchell
and Higgins were destroyed in 1896,
and in which ‘eleven persons were
rescued; had done good work in Mac-
Caulay’s southside fire in 1901, and
had' stood by Tuspector Gemeral Me-
Cowen when on the deck of the S, 8
Aurora bhe directed the fire fighting
operations unmindfut of the fact that
five hundred pounds of gunpowder
and ten thousand cartridges were
stored proximity to the flames.

Mr., O'Mara had seen many [Fire
Fighting forces in his travels, and
was frank in saying that our present
equipment and forde umder the lead-
ership of Imspector General Hutch-
ings, could compare favourably with
any Fire Department of the world. He
paid well-merited tribute to the energy
and initiative of our present Inspector
General in bringing our fire fighting
equipment up to such a high stand-
ard 6f eficiency.

A Mearty vote of thanks was accord-
ed Myr. O'Mara for his interesting ad-
dress.

St.John’s Boy diesin U.S.

Mr. James O'Neil, well-known by
the boys of St. John's twenty-five
years ago, died at St Vmcent’s Hos-
pital, N.Y., City, Feb. 5th. Mr. O’Neil
was horn in Harbor Grace, the son
Wm. and Ellen O'Neil, and learned
the shoemaking trade with Mr. P.
Maher, of St. John’s.
years old at the time of his death
and has Hved in the United States
since 1899, He leaves a widow and 6
childrem, 1 brother, William O’Neil, of
Atlantie City, N.J., and 1 sister, Mrs.
James Bm, N.Y. City.

_Honored

Last emhg t nunber of lady
friends wisited
Agnes Power, | m and court-'
eous postmistress at the West End
Branch, and presemted her with an
address and several = articles indis-
pensable in the culinary department.
The recipient, although taken by sur-
prise, thanked the -gathering in a
witty and humorous manner for the
thoughitfulness which prompted their
kind act. Tea was served and card
games were participated in up to
midnight,’ after which -all dispersed
with one wish that Miss ~ Power
may Asnny ‘years in occupying
the held by her—COﬂ.

ourable pension to live a life ‘eff'

ease. e
By adopting the system of ex-
am tion tesis we ahoula be

qualified “officials; by mmg
those who proved themselv

- ficient, werllblﬂd ‘soon

88 mtw Stevenson,
»tromthonrybm:kwhmuﬁidy.m

He was 47’

gver did hvo been qavuul wronx-
.,l o4

The om! m enteéred into

ﬂ”‘. between the MCLA snd Liewellyn
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had.in mind was that when the Com-
misgion was frameéd an@ -when _the
statement wis made in the House of
Assembly, that allegations of wrong |
dolng in the Department of Agrmm-’
ture and Mines had been made those,
responsible for the framing . of the;
Ommmer must bhave had m!
thing to go on, Mr. Howley said he |
was not personally acquainted with
the doings of the House of Mlembly)
but refererice could be made to the
oficial reports, - Mr, ‘Howley added
that he believed there were’ state-
ments made in some of the local pap-
ers editorialy and dtumlse at the|
time.

The Commissioner said it he (Mr.|
(Howley) could bring any such mat- |
erials before him he would see if any
persons could be identified whe wonld,
be useful as a witness,

MR. WALEKER said he wished to
get particulars in order to sée it there | ¢
was anything in thé suggestions made,
in the Honse of Assembly on Which:
he understood that the basis of the,
enquiry had been laid.

MR. HOWLEY sgaid it would ga a
long way towards justice to his client'
if the Attorney General would make an
official pronouncement. His only de-#
sire was to disabuse the Commission-
ers mind. t

COMMISSIONER—Until you men-‘
tiomed the matter, my mind was a
blank, I had not heard even by rumor
so -prevelent in Newfoundland that
Dr. Campbell left the ecuntry in 1923
much léss that he was fleeing from
jusyice. He bhad not® heéard that the
Govarnment was taking steps to bring
him back to stand ‘his trial.

MR. HOWLEY stated that he had
read in the Canadizn_papers of Aug.
1423 Gespatches about the indictment.
The Commissioner replied that he
hsd not been reading the Canadiia
papers at this time which was months
hefcre e had a thought of crossing
tho Atlantic. He wousd allow the per-
sons concerned to make their doniala
but he could not see what use therc
was for a person to make denial of
a mutter of which he is not accused.

QFFI(‘IAL PRONOUNCEMENT ON |
CHARGES.

"The APTORNEY GENERAL asked
permisgion to clear up some of the{
matters which appeared to be alarm-
ing Mr, Howlcy He said he did not
hear of all the allegations that had
been made against Dr. Campbell, The;
Commissioner then read as follows: —{

Allegations have been made that
Dr, Campbell has been guilty ‘of the
misappropriation of the -funds of thej
Department, and that when he left
the colony in 1923, he was fléeing |
from Justice. :

The ATTORNEY W said,
this * allegation was practically made!
in the house of Assembly and it was
a question for “the Comwlnbnn m‘

decide but the statement that “when

hejleft the colony he was fleeing from
justice,” was not knowledge in the
possesaion of the Government, As far

as the Depﬂment ot Justice is con-’
cerned, he gave the statement a flat

denial.
MISSIDNER feadlng “That in=
: the

vesterday, for North_ Sydney via Port

of the distribution witness kncw_
nothing a&bout. He thought that the
value of the seed potatoes distributed
was Detween $57.000  and  $58,000.
There wis'a diversity of methods of |
gatting this seed. Taking Bay de
Verde district as an example, witn
gaid $930 was the value of the. pot
toes which went fromi~ the. depart-
ment. He thought thére were potatoes
purchased in the distriet probably by
the Roud Board members  and t.hn
! tributed to thou in meed. . -

lnn nn 1IN Pmc-

TICE.

A Tetter of April 4, 1922, was mt
by witness, asking the  members ‘to
| make ‘an ‘estimate-of the réquirements
| of seed potatoes. The estimate was
considered extravagant as it- ﬁ'(nw
ed to about $40,000. The amount m
jcut by the Minister to $30,000, hut in"
actual practice witness said the- or=
iginal estimate was: greatly excuddd:
Forms on which to make: m was

sent out by the Deputy Minister lo :

the Chairmen of the different Road
Boards. Only a smaill’ number of the
forms were ever sent back.

MR. HUNT--This distribution was
in the nature of reueﬂ

MR. BAYLY—Yes.

COMIISSION‘R—-I can't nndm
Stand how this was reltef. h ~would
not be much relief to give n man seed
potatoes that would make a meal;four
months ‘henee. -« . e 3

MR. HUNT--The sugsestion Was
that & day's work should be given for
a barrel of seed potatoes? '

A —Yes.

DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM ABUSED,

Asked if there were any abuses of
the system, witness said that in the
latter part of May it came- to his
knowledge that the system was being
abused and he at ence told the Minis-
ter‘about it. The abuses he had ‘héard
of were about the distribution in St.
John's Hast. ¥or a couple of days
followings hig Interview the distribu-
tion ‘eeased. Dr. Campbell consulted
i With thé members and then the dis-
tribution was continued.

CO]ﬂlIll!ONlR—-Wh‘t was
abuse?

A.—People Whe were mot destitute
were recelving potatoes.
WITNESS said it would be fmpos-
{sible to show the Yalue recejved rrom
Aistribution, and ‘some of the re-
turns did not come into the ‘Depart-
ment until recently;
A list of the places and the vélue

of ‘potatoes distributed was given ag
tol!owq.
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| Club will take place)in the Metbodist
| Clllege Hall on Thuraday, February
1'21st, at 8 pm.. The subject for dis-
cussion will be, Regolved: “That the
modern Labor )nmqnt is injurious
to the social order.” The speakers
Ivm be: MO.LJ~Rev. R. BE. Fair-
bairn, H. B. Cowan, I. C. Morris, Geo:
Peters, Capt. A: Kean, A. E. Parkiua,
> | Wilson Clarke; Lleweilyn Club—Rev.
Lightbourn, R, R Woed, L. Colley,|
R G J. G. Hodder, H. Y.
: Mr, Turner. Mr. Hollis' Walker,
KC; has ¥ comsented to act as
Judge, m»inﬂhum have been
‘extended wtho members to the lady
and gentlemes frienda ot both organ-
Am- b lttét&.

Silvia’s Outward Outward
Passengers

b——-‘

“The tonawtng have hooked passage |/
by §.8. Silvia, safling to-da$ for Hali-
fax and New York:—Wm. 8. Western,
John & Memey, Mrs. Geéo. Dodd and
8 children, Alfred Winsor, M. Howell,

Mrs. ‘Puddistér, J. Gal-
way, W. Ellis, Micel Shea, Maleolm
Pame, Lorenzo Adsms, Wm. Haynes,
C, A, Haynes, John Manuel, W. H.
Herder, A, Osmond. W. White, T. J.
Buckingham, H. Drake, Mrs. M. Burt,
Mrs. Blackler, Miss Agnes Power,
Violet Crocker, Mis. T, Grant, W. J.
‘Delaney.

et new at St. Mary’s
Hall, Wm y and Thursday.
30¢. only ..,r.w:n

Card Party and Dance

An enjoyable card party :nd dance
was held last night by the-T.A, Ladies’
Auxiliary at the Armouries.  The
prizes for the card tournament went
to Mr. F. Crowe and Mrs. Geo. F.
Coughlan. Following the serving of
supper, dancigg wnas indulged in until
an early hour this ‘morning . The
Elimindtion Leap Year Dance proved
a speecial featurs, the prize winners
being Mr. R-and Miss B. Martin.
Miskell’s ~'Orchestra furmished the
music for the occasion.

Abie’s Irish Rue is a play
that delights and pleases every
part-of the ~-feb20,11

M'Oﬁeers

The annual meébing of St. Andrew’s
Society was held last night, when the
reports for the past year were pre-
sented and adopted. The election of
officers resulted ds follows:—

President—H. D. Reid, re-elected.

st V. P.—R.-G. Ross, re-elected.

2nd V. P.—D. McIntosh, re-elected.
Secty.-Treas—H. Butt, re-elected.

Bxecutive Commmeo—-l M. Brown,
A.,I Holmes, J. Taylor, J. A, Young,

1. Kennady, W. B. , Jos. MeKin-
ur* L c-.!w.rt: 3. Mu

m—as Rogalind  leaves
N&Q Yort 3y for Hdmx nd t‘hlu

tion fa thie value. phases

strike aré deévéloping. The tra
porters umion has instrueted niem

to refuse to ‘carry goods to m
the docks. Tour thousand :
quit.this atternoon finding tbetr jour-
ney to decks wasted, and -

Bevin asserts 10,800  will M t&
morrow. Railwaymen &t Gririshy

refused to work, dnd big constgi.—j ¢

ments of fish are left stranded.

Dockers at different Ulster ports also |

have struck im sympathy, and: Se
tary Bevifi has calléd out the Ca
workers on the Manchester and Liv:
| erpool Canal. The Council of Tra
Union Congress umanimously decid

to-night to support the strikers’ de- |

mandg, and there seems no Ik
hood of mediation ffom any quarter
Red lettered Dills appeared '
night on the boardings in Liverpool}
appealing to dockers fo stand pat ’
afiifiate with the Red Inters ]

ment and their dupes. The
were kept busy turlu down theu
bill!.

DESPERATE m OF mnz |

IN THE HEB
LAND APPEALS
NEW tonx Feb. 19.
A cablegram from Lord Balfour fo
John Stewart, of Sulgrave Institute, in
this city to-day, contained the fol-
lowing message: “Reported
that 30,000 persons in the Hebrides
are in danger of starvation. What-

AND SCOT-|

can Sulgrave d6? If anything, please |

advise by cable. Balfour.” Ten
months unceaaing rain wh!ch has
destroyed crops, ruiped Scotch na-
tives thatched homes, and cat off |
every means of nvemmod has, ac-
cording to Mr. ' Stewart, prompted
that appeal to the United States for
ald. Not since 1846 when' the great
flood visited the Scotch Hebrides and
America went to ' the rescue with
food, clothing and money, have these !
proud but poor inhabitants
charity, he declared. Mr. Stewart '

said he had transmitted an appeal to  ji* :

George Vincent, head of the Rocke-
feller Foundation, asking that organ-
ization to join in a relféf campaign,
and to President Coolidge upon the
basis of additional reports received
to-day that 20,000 more persons on. |
the, mainland of Scotland betweeh
Sutherland and Argyll were desti-
tute, and in grave danger of perish-
ing. Dr. Stewart sald he had cabled -
to Edinburgh for a detailed statement
and promising American aid as soon
as possible. - An appeal to the Eng-
lish Government by the Edinburgh -
authorities to guppleuent private .
contributions with the Government
relief, has met. with nO response ae
dording to Dr. Stewart.

A SPECTACULAR E’L
FRANC.
PA!&IS Feb. 19.
A spectacylar fall of th
the exchange has roused
people o a keemer sense o! vealities

than has been manifested since the

FEARS FOR SAFETY OF CREW.
ATLANTIC QITY, r-b. 19,
Coast guards to-night expry

U.8, FOR ATD.}]
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COME AND SEE ME—$1,00 EACH.

Tickets 100.

Ten Chances on each ticket.

 Any steamers having odd numbers, the highest

numbers—-<half catches,

take t

prize. Any

ﬁeamor, say, may have 23 008--lulf cateh will read
11,502, this number will take the prize.

{Please eut this out and keep for reference).
W. MUGFORD, Secretary,

VRS i

7000 TONS

‘Bect Screeued Nortll Sydney Coal

responeibﬂfﬁes of
orships or Trus-

ens connected

with greater than.
eeretotmdertake,
do well to place

and find the |

i( England’s Most Famou

Ligarettes!

We have in Stock a ship-
ment of the famous

" Bear’s |
Virginia Cigarettes |

- COMPRISING: >

Bears No. 1 First Qual |
ity, tins of 50.
Bear’s No. 1 First Qual
ity 10’s packages. |
Bear’s Ark Royal First |
Quality, tins of 50. |

Bear’s

Elephant Best

Quality, tins of 50.
The above Cigarettes §

.. are considered by Smok- :
ers to be the very

nest

high class Virginia on
the market.

TOBACCO STORE, |

sept29,eod
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