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SIR WILFRID TELLS MR. R. L.
BORDEN HOW IT HAPPENED

tue Premier Discusses Election Issu
Hour’’—The . Celebrated  Colonist

to Happen—The Bribery of a Province—The

Premier Roblin. /

Hansard, January 22nd.
Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurieri
{Prime: . Minister)—My hon, f{riend|
who has just addressed the Heuse |
(Mr. Borden), and who still keeps the|
seat whieh he has adorned’ for some!
vears past, who has been confirmed in;
as I understand,; by a recemt ex-
pression of the confidence—the well-|
deserved confidence—of his friends, |

and. in- which he has been likewise ;‘hatb_provinc;,' “ACWhitie British Co-|
nfirmed by the expression of thelumbia, a white ©anada,” meaning]
- C - I that British Columbia should be pre-

non-confidence—the well-deserved non-
confidence of the people of Canada—!

: ¢ | : By 2 £ nirecord its strong protest. against a
my honourable friend has paid a very‘TO'ﬂth}S opinion, to this fact, we o ' | policy under . which:: our . wage-earn-
erateful compliment to the mover und this side of the House have no 6ppo F lati VY g

Seconder of the address, in which I|sition to offer, and to it we take 1o}l8€:population cannot  be protected

altogether agree. My hon. friend did|
not travel very far, however, with]|
those whose efiorts he thus apprecia-|
ited. He has something on his mind
vhich came out almost immediately
fier he began, and that something

1as to do with the result of the late|ever, and forced upon the leader «f!for the obvious reason that if the
These ‘hon. members w'“oithe party opposed to us and by that:object were to restrict Japanese im-
wore_hore last. sessiop—and there-ars)leader at last reluctantly accepted,|migration to Canada;, snd if _that
t their |15 to prevent the immigration of Asi-{eodld” Be done” either by

election.

still ‘qui‘e a number, though
ranks hav been thinned—will re-
member that we were “frequently
taunted by our hon. friend opposite |
with having lost the confidence of the
country and were challenged to ap-
eal to the people. Well, we acezpted |
hat challenge, and my hon. friend is
101, satisfied with the result. He says
hat if we :had a different system of
epresentation, the numbers' on both |
es would be different, and he ar-|
that wé should in consequence
down a new measure of redistri-

ion. - 1 ‘have heard that’ beiore.

I present <tom is, perhaps, not
perfeet, but =t all -events) it i3 the
me today as the old days, My
on. iriend =aid that in the old days,
on this gide, complain~d of tae ger-
ler. That i8 very true. We
thought that the redistribu-

n then was a gerrymander and we

mplained of it incessantly, in par-

ment and out of it, and especially
the elections; but I have yet
n that in the last election there
was a word of eomplaint from
n. gentleman opposite as re-
gards the redistribution.
The Duty of the Hour.

My hon. friend also brought to the
1ttention of the House the famous
psmphlei ealled - “The Duty . of the
Hour,” and he d3ked by whom it had
b2en distributed. I am surprised te
ioes mot know and  will tell him cot

ce. It was distributed surrepti-
ly and elandestinely by the Con-

va.ive party and broadly and open-
by the Liberal party. 1 have not
sad-the” pleasure of "séeing ‘a copy of
pamphlet, but I understand the
iju. etion upon it was to pass it {rom
ig ‘bour to neighbour. not do it
blicly. but pass it quietly among
pe 'ple, so that they can see all
iniguities of the Laurier govern-
nt.  When we found that, sir, as!
ndersfand some of our friends
pnly got a supply of “The Duty of
Hour,” to be circulated, so that'
ds and foes might know what

: contended and what were the ap-
eals that were being made on behalf|
i hon, gentlemen oppesite.

as

The Line-up.

We come back, after accepting the]
chrallenge of our friends on the other|
sidd,'ivéry much as we were during!
the last session of the last parliament, !
20 far as numerical strength is con-|
cerned. In the maritime province®|
tirere- has been a displacement - of;
forces, but no change in numbers; we|
-ome back as strong from the mari-
time provinces as during last session. |
fn ‘Québée there has bien hardly any
change whatever. And in Ontario—|
Ontario upon which such hopes wers
centred, Ontario in which there was)
to have been a landslide—we are -x-|
:'ctig as we were last session. There|
i, however, one part of the couniry|
where we suffered; we suffered in .he|
west—in ~Manitoba and British Co-|
lcinbia. -As to Manitdba, if I may|
s1ve credence—as I do not doubt 1]
may—to the statements made by my
hon~ friend from Brandon (Mr, 3if-|
tém;. it is no ¢redit at all to the oppo- |

n, and no discredit to the gov-|
crnment that we have suffered: in the|
prcvince of Manitoba. My hon. frien‘l‘
who, generally, is well informed, who!
knows the province of Manitoba as
well as any man can know it, whose|
vision is as clear as that of any man|
living, and who is gencrally accurate|
in bis statements, has stated that, it
the opposition gained the advamage‘:
over us in Manitoba, if there was a
reversal of strength in the parties,
it was due to the fact that the lists
upon “which the elections took place
had been outrageously made up. 1!
am- prund to say that.this statement
has heen denied, and stoutly denied.|
! am not here to pass any opinion at’
this mcp ent on the statement or the
g -siatement, The matier can

siigeted to see whether or uot
lie faet is as stated, and if it be:rs
stated, what measures can 'be taken
2 prevent such things in the future.|
\t pre-ent. I pasg by the subject.
Asiatic Immigration. -

fn’ British Colufmbia - we suffered.
We had the whole provimce on: our
sicle’ before the last election; this time:
we eome - with diminished mumbers.
But I say without “hesitation, and- I
-4y especially to my hon. friend ‘R.|
L. Borden) opposite me, that the
c¢auses which led to our defeat in
British Columbia are not.to the dis-
credit of the government, and still
less are they to the credit of the op-
position, - The-province of British Co-
lumbia is thé only province in which
the. eleetion was fought upon some-
thing -like prineiple. In the other
proviniees the election was fought -1p-
on no principle;“the campaign against
us was simply .an appeal to certain
prejudices. In British Columbia we
upon our policy. 1t
was put policy inregard to Asiatic im-
migration which was in issue. -And,
.ow that the battle has been fougit,
[ have to say that the policy brought
orward-‘by our epponents against our;
wn policy. was a policy very short-|

‘ghted, a -policy which sacrificed— |

o, I will not use so strong a word,|
but imperilled and jéopardized—ihe

es and Results—*The Duty of the
Telegram—The Landslide That Failed
Fine Italian Hand of

i best interests mot only of Canada hut

of British Celumbia itself. Sir, in
British Columbia, the problem of
Asiatic’ immigration “is the one ques-
tion that interests all sections of puo-
lic opinion; and all classes of the peo-
ple in Britisi:- Solumbia, to whatever
party they may belong,  unite in the
opinion ‘which is -expressed in the

words now ‘current in ‘the politics oi

served as a home of the white race.

exception whatever. But, sir, we dif-
fer altogether as to the means by
which this end is to be attained. The
policy advocated by the opposition
in British Columbia, advccated with
greater emphasis last election than

aties into British Columbia by hostile
legislation. - “The: policy which we
have adopted, and upon which the is-
sue was fought in British Columoia,
wag that we should not sezk to reach
that end by hostile legislation, espe-
cially against a friendly nation, but
should endeavor to reach that ‘object
by ‘negotiation and diplomatic action.
There, sir, is the issue. And now, I
ask, what is the policy that is con-
ducive to the best interests of Canada
and of thé British Empire to which
we belonig Sir. to put the question i=
to answér it: our policy is the policy
which ought to impress everyboly
who pretends to be a Canadian cr
pretends to be British as the one best
calculated for the weal of both Can-
ada and the empire. Baut, pefore I go
further, let me say that I find ro
fault with the view maintained in
3ritish Columbia that that province
should be maintained as a country
for the white race. I have no hegita-
tion in saying also thait I do not at-
tribute  the attitude of British Colum-
bia in its passionate desire for a
white man’s country to anything like
prejudice—prejudice of colour or of
anything else. No; I recognize that
the origin and cause for the feeling
which prevails and predominates in
3ritish Columbia is to be found in
economic laws which would produce
the same result in any other place in
which the.conditions were similar to
those of British Columbia. The races
of Asia, whether they be Japanese cr
Chinese, East Indian, have been for
many generations, .as we know, sub-
jected to despotism which has redue-
ed them to a condition of penury. in
their lodgings, in their food, in their
garments, they are content with the
most simple nec2ssaries of life which
can be supplied with only a fraction
of the wages necessary to maintain
a workingman in respzctability in
this ‘country. 'So, when these races
come to this country in such large
numpyers as to compete with white 1a-
bour, they accept wages so low that
they create at once an economic dis-
turbance. ' And all ecoromic disturb-

[uncrs are far-reaching in their con-

sequences. Sir, if that we:e the only
aspect of the questiomn, it would be
easy’ of solution according to our
friends from British Columbia. But
there is another aspect of the ques-
tion which, unfortunately, is too often
forgotten, and as to this aspect of the
question I would especially ask the
attention of our friends from British
Columbia. Our neighbors on the Pa-
cifie coast are next door, so to ‘speak,
to those very Asiatics whom we are
now asked to treat with so much con-
tempt. The Asiatics have lain dor-
mant for ages in respect to civiliza-
tion, but they are now awakening
from their léthargy and adopting
western' methods and western modes
of living. They offer immense facil-
ities for trade, and we see the greatest
commercial nations of the warld, Eng-
land, Germany and the United States,

| vieing with each other in order to ob-

tain a ghare of that commercial abun-
dance.

Asiatic Trade

Now, sir, what shouid be our atti-
tude'in regard to that matter? Should
we not seek to obtain a share of that
ebundance? Should we not take every
possible advantage that our propin-
quity gives us over our less favoured
competitors? - It is sufficient to put
the question for the answer to suggest
itself. 1 may say that in this duty
we have not been remiss. Shortly, or
immediately, before the construction of
the Canadian Pacific Railway, we
took measures to extend it across the
continent to the Pacific Ocean in or-
der to reach the Asiatic trade. This
parliament acting in conjunetion with
the ‘mother country, subsidized a line
of steamers in. order to engage in that
frade with Asia. That service has
been well performed during the last
twenty years by the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company. Their steamers
have been ploughing the ocean during
all these years between British. Co-
lumbia and- -Japan and  China, and
from these countries back to British
Columbia. Well, sir, some five years
sgo-Japan invited the nations of the
earth to a world’s fair. We were urged
to take part in that fair, and we did
so. Just before the fair was conclud-
ed we were, deluged with petitions
coming from all parts of Canada ask-
ing us to make a treaty with Japan in
order to obtain, if possible, a share .
the immense trade ‘that would devel-
op with that country in the future.
We negotiated a treaty and laid it he-
fore parliament. It was received: in
this House without a word of dissent
or criticism. Our friends opposite
were-eager for it, But we knew theré
was a difficulty, and that - difficulty
was®with respect to Japanese immi-
gration.- At that time we had an un-
derstanding with the Japanese govern-
ment, accomplished through the Jap-
anese consulate here, to the effect that
the Japanese government themiselves
would undertake to. restrict their own
immigrants. Unfortunately after the
treaty had been ratified there was ‘n
influx of Japanese immigration into
British Columbia, as if the treaty “had

superceded the understanding.. We
sent one of our colleagues to Japan to
protest. - He had no difficulty in get-
ting the Japanese authorities te agree
that they would respect the under-
standing we had eniered into with
them; and that they themselves would
restrict: immigration from Japan to
‘this ‘country. ‘The matter came up for
review in this House. We presented
our peliey to the House, and it was
not accepted, by the opposition. The
opposition held, on the contrary, that
instead of having a treaty we should
take the matier into our own hands
and restrict all Asiatic immigration.
My hon. friend the leader of the oppo-
sition, moved this resolution:

~ “That this Houss, whilst expressing
{its profound appreciation of the
jiriendly intentioms and courteous
lassurance of the Japanese .gov-
: whilst daclaring
its - sincere -desire for the most
cordial relations with  the Jap-
anese peaple, desires, nevertheless to

{ ernment, and

tfrom destructive invading competi-
{ tion, except by entreating the for-
| bearance and aid of a foreign gov-
{ ernment. 3

{ Mr. Borden s Views.

| We- did not endorse these views,

legislative
{ enactment ‘in’ this parliament or by
i friendly action on the part of the
: Japanese government themselves, we
"would prefer that it should be dore
by the voluntary action of the Japan-
ese government. I would ask the
leader of the opposition, why should
we—I will not put it on the ground
of international comity, but on the
ground of our own self interest—why
should we hurt the feelings of a
frivndly nation when that nation was
wi Ying to do what we wanted e ¢
do? Sir, this was the position we
took, and the position wak so strong
that I was not ‘at all surprised when
I saw mv hon. friend;the leader of
the opposition accept that position.?
both for himself and for his party, at
the opening of the last general elec-
tions. At that time I was not sur-
prised to see that the opposition had
come to our way of thinking. In
that debate I used these words, speak-
ing of the Japanese government:
“If they fail to carry out this under-
standing that we have - with them,
then we shall have the power our-
selves to put an-end to the treaty.
But that will be done only in the
last resort, only when every method
of conciliation has been exhausted,
only. when every other ~means has
been tried and failed.” it
This was so reasonable a proposi-
tion that I was not at all surpns(‘d
that my “hon. friend,-at the opemng
of the campaign, practically accept-
ed it. -~ F do mot say that my hon:
friend announced his aceeptance to
the people. But he had an ambas-
sador to the people of British Col-
umbia who epoke for himself and the
party to which he belengs. One
of the candidates in British C‘olum-l
* bia was a gentleman whom I am very |
glad to see in this House—as the
aunstituency has to be represented by
a Tory.though I would much prefer
to see it represented by a Grit—I
mean the constituency of Vancouver.
{The gentleman who now represents
the City of Vancouver, and whom I

| see before me, ‘accepted the nomina- |

‘ﬁnn, Jbut accepted it with some com- |
pénetion, some ‘hegitation. In order:
to be absolutely sure of his grouml,i
and before finally committing him- |
self. he came east to interview the
|leader of the opposition, and obtain
from him certain pledges in respect!
to this question and another one. |
In a speech delivered in the City of |
Vancouver bv Mr. Cowgn, the Con-|
servative candidate, on the 1st of}|
October last, as I find it reported in
the News-Advertiser, he used this lan-
guage:

“I went ‘east and have returned,
and I speak with the authority, not
only of that leader, but of that
{ party that will, after October, con-|
trol the destinies of Canada.”

My hon. friend referred to my own
attitude - upon the question, with
which he could not agree. But still,
after having blamed myself and the
government for ' the policy we had
pursued in respect to I[Asiatic im-
migration, he went on to define what }
was - ‘the policy of the Conservative
party:

“But I have this message of my
leader to impart to you, and it is
made not only on his behalf but on
behalf of the great Conservative party
throughout Canada, that if that
modus vivendi spoken by Mr. Le-
mieux is not lived up to by Japan,
that circumstance will oblige that
great partv to abrogate the Japan-
ese treaty.”

Well, I fail to see what difference
there is between the policy of my
hon. friend and the policy of this
government as defined by me in the
speech a portion of which I -have
read. Let me read again what I
said on the floor of the House:

“°If they fail to carry out this wun-
derstanding that we have with them,
then we shall have the power our-
selves to put an end to fthe treaty.
But- that will be done only in the
last” resource,. only when every me-
thod of conciliation has been - ex-
hausted, only -when every other means
has been tried and. failed.”

Let. me now give the policy of the
Conservative parfy on. the 1st Octo-
ber, 1908, not in the very words of my
hon.. friend, but in the werds of his
ambassador, as a8 message to the peo-
ple of British Columbia.

““But. I'have this mesgage from my
leader ' to . impart to you,””. said Mr.
Cowan, J‘and it is made not only on
his “behalf but on behalf of the great
Conseryative party .throughout Can<
ada, that if .that modus vivendi
spoken by Mr. Lemieux is mot lived
up to by -Fapan, that ecircumstance
will -oblige that great party to abro-
gate the Japanese treaty.”

That Telegram. 4

Well, sir, I cannot bu} say that I
feel flattered, and that the government
feels flattered, that the hon. leader of
the -opposition has come exactly to
the position 'which' he had at last to
accept. My hon. friend had some
references and protests made to him
to which I will refer immiediately.

{mv hon. friend that that

He had some references and protests
magde to him; I do not know what the
protests were, but- it is quite easy to

surmise what they were. There were
no votes in the attitude taken by the
leader of the opposition. He was
toid: Your policy is no better than
the policy of the government, and if
that is all you have to fight the
government on we cannet win upon
that; you - must give us. something
better.” And I must say to my hon.

jfriend that he was equal to the mis-

chief that was expected of him. An
answer came on the 24th October.
On the 24th Oectober my hon. friend
sent a telegram which was read in the
City of Victoria by my hon. friend the
present member for Viectoria (Mr.
Barnard) to the assembled faithful:

“Your message received. The Con-
servative party stands for a white
Canada, the protection of white
labour and the absolute exclusion of
Asiaties.”

Mr. R. L. Borden—The rtight hon.
gentleman has taken upon himself to
state to this House that I sent that
telegram. 1T beg to state that I did
not send that telegram.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—I accept al-
together the explanation of my hon.
friend.

Mr. R. L. Borden—Well, the right
hon. gentleman should not have as-
serted unqualifiedly that I had
sent it.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—Mr. Speaker,
if T have done an injustice to: my
hon. friend I have good warrant for
saving what I have said, beeause that_
telegram was read by his friend who
has been elected since to support
him, by the hon. member for Victoria
City, it was published in the
“Colionist’”  the following day and
approved to the echo. Perhaps my
hon. friend is not conversant with the
history of his own. party. I have
only this to say, that if he did not
send -that telegram, then he has ob-
tained and his party has obtained
the seat for Victoria City through
false pretences. Here is a fac simile
of the telegram published in the Daily
Celonist of the 25th of October. It
was a lie, s0 my hon. friend says.
I am sorry, not for myself, but for
party in
British Columbia had to resort to lies
in- order to earry an election.

Mr. R. L. Borden—If my right hon.
friend will permit me; I sent a tele-
gram, but the concluding portion of
it was not as my hon. friend has
read it. I will produce the telegram
which I did-senl.

Sir Wilirid Laurier—I put upon
the table the fac simile of the tele-
gram which was printed in the
Colonist on the 25th October.

Mr. R. L. Borden—My right hon.
friend ms put it on the table or
under the table; I-am making a per-
sonal explanation. = I say I did not
send a telegram in, those words, and
I say it was not addressed to the hon.
member for Victoria.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—I did not say
that.

Mr. R. L. Borden—The right hon.
gentleman has puf, it to the House
as if that were the case.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—No, I beg my
hon. friend’s parden.

Mr. R: L. :Borden—Well, I misun-
derstood mv hon. friend,

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—I said it was

read by the  hon: amember for Vie-
toria. § -
Mr. R. L. Borden—I will produce
the telegram. . The;right hon. gentle-
man, if I am not mistaken, said that
I did not send a telegram in these
words this afternoon.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—I do not un-
derstand = what 1wy  hon. friend
means.

Mr.: R. L. Borden—Well, I intimat-
ed to one of his late colleagues very

{ much the same thing.

iSr Wilfrid Laurier—I do not un-
derstand what my hon. friend means,
but it was conveyed to me that this
telegram had been sent. This is the
telegram. It is a fac simile.. How-
ever, I accept the hon. gentleman’s
statement.

Mr. R. L. Borden—I do not know
what the right hon. gentleman means
by a fac simile; this is a typewritten
copy of a telegram.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—If my hon.
friends are satisfied with that I have
no fault to find. I found this tele-
gram in the opposition organ, the
Daily Colonist, on the 25th October
last, and everybody can see it
there.

Mr. R. L. Borden—What does my
right -hon. friend means by a
fac simile?

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—This is not in
the, ordinary print -of the mnews-
paper. This pretends to sbe a fac
simile copy of a telegram as we re-
ceive it. That is, what I mean by
fac simile. But, let. me. go on. .1
will give some comment upon iy

fhon. friend by the Vietoria Colonist

on the 26th’ October:

“Their stand upon Asiatic ques-
tion.—The standpoint of the Liberals
as opposed to that of Conservatives.
—Duncan Ross at:Victoria Theatre.

This is to be put in juxtaposition
with certain words - of -my hon.
friend which I have just quoted.

“We are not in favor of abrogating
Imperial treaties. We are in favor of
restricting immigration.

And next; these are the
attributed to. my ‘hon.
leader of the opposition:

‘““The Conservative party stands
“Colonist’” the following day and
for a white Canada, the protection
of white labour, and the absolute
exclusion of Asiatics.”

And the comment of the newspaper,
upon which the electors voted on the
following day, was. in these words:

“These are the latest and most. de-
finite statement of the tweo . great
political parties on: fhe all-important
question of whether we are to have .a
white or a yellow population in West-
ern Canada. Mr Borden’s telegram was
sent on Saturday night, and was. be-
ing read at the Conservative smoker
about the same time that Duncan
Ross was making the -other announce-
ment on behali of Mr. Templeman at
the Vietoria theatre.

The Liberals: do not believe in abro-
gating imperial treaties; although the
text of the treaty in question contains a
clause expressly providing for abroga-
tion. They believe in restricting im-
migration by going down - on their
knees to the Mikado and begging him
to keep his people at home until after
the' general election, when the time
will come for the Liberal administra-
tion; if returned, to pay its debts to

words
friend the

the Grand Trunk Pacific.
I have this to say, that the issue has

been settled,we have fought the battle,
we have won, the treaty is in force, the
understanding -is being ecarried out,
and we have no debdt to pay to the
Grand Trunk Pacific. So far upon
this subject.

Bribing a Province.

My hon. iriend, in the course of his
observations, has referred again to the
statements which he had made in the
last elections on purity. The last
elections were fought upon the purity
ery, and one of the worst forms, my
hon. friend says, of political corrup-
tion is what he calls the bribery of
constituencies. have to say to my
hon. friend- that 1n this respeet he is
the most inveterate sinner in this
House. He does not bribe constituen-
cies, but he bribes provinces, and in
the last election he attempted to bribe
the province of British Columbia. The
question is mot.new; we had it last
year, but we had ‘it in a werse form
than last year and that was bad en-
ough” Heaven knows.

My hon. iriend is aware and so in-
formed the House last session, that
for years the people of British Célum-
bia have eclaimed an increased sub-
sidy. That is true, the people of Brit-
ish Columbia have .had a claim for
an increased subsidy. On that ques-
tion my hon. friend in 1904 addressed
the people wof British Columbia in these
terms :—

Let me say that I have given much
thought. tq the.conditions. in. British
Columbia which in your opinion, call
for special attention in considering
the financial relations between the Do-
minion and that province. You claim
not only that these conditions are ex-
ceptional and peculiar to the situa-
tion and physieal character of your
province, but also that they are per-
manent in their nature. In my opin-
ion they are such as to command. im-
mediate inquiry and investigation to
the end that any injustice clearly es-
tablished” may be immediately re-
lieved.

That wes in 1904, In 1906 a confer-
ence oi all the provinces was héld in
order to readjust the subsidies of the
provinces. The premier of British
Columbia. attended that conference
and presented. a claim on behalf of
British Columbia. That claim was
not admitted by the other provincial
premiers. After having presented 1t,
Mr. McBride wanted to have an ar-
bitration upon it, but the premiers
there assembled declared against the
arbitration, passing a resolution in
these terms:—

That in the opinion of the confer-
ence it is unasdvisable that the claim
in the way of subsidies, of any pro-
vince be referred to arbitration.

The premiers there assembled, with-
out any consideration of politics and
unanimously, except for the premier of
British Columbia, determined that the
matter should be then and there de-
cided and in addition to the general
subsidies which were adopted in favor
of all the provinces, British Columbia
was given a special subsidy of $100,600
a year for ten years. This matter was
brought before the House; in the ses-

1 of 1907 ‘an address “was passed
praying the imperial parliament to so
amend the British North ~America
act as to give these increased subsi-
dies to the provinces. Not one word
agaitist  that petition’ was'then utfer-
ed- by my hon:friend. It seems to me
that if in 1904 the claim of British
Columbia for an increase of subsidy
was to be considered and if it was of
such a nature that it should be arbi-
trated upon in a special manner, the
proper time to raise the question was
in 1907, when we asked-for imperial
legislation to give to British Columl
more subsidy. If the treatment which
we then gave to British Celumbia wuas
not suffieiently generous, in'the opin-
ion of my hon. friend, that was the
time to say: British Columbia does
not receive enough, you should do
something more for British Columbia.
But my hon. friend did not say a
word, he was satisfied with the settle-
ment which had been made and which
was accepted by all the premiers as-
sembled in conierence.

Mr. R. L: Borden—May I correct
my right hon. friend in one respect?
When that motion went through the
House in the session to which he has
alluded.I was not in the House; I was
absent through indisposition and I
certainly understood and I still un-
derstand that protest was made on
behalf of British Columbia by hon.
gentlemen who wére present here.

Sir Wilfrid Lautrier—My hon. friend
may not have been present when the
resolution was finally passed, but he
was cognizant of it; it came before
the House not once but on two: diffcr-
ent oceasions and on one oceasion he
certainly was present after [ had leit
for Great Britain, and, as T under-
stand, he never raised a word of pro-
test. That was the time te protest,
but if a protest was made it was very
mild. I never understood it to take
the form of a protest at all. I know
that my hon. friend, during the whole
session when the question was before
us, never raised a word against the
settlement we had offered to British
Columbia. Bdt he went to British Co-
lumbia in the summer following that
session and then he ifell under the
magnetic influence of a very astute
politicien in the person of Mr. Rich-
ard McBride, the premier of British
Columbia.

Some hon. members—Heéar, hear.

Sir Wilfrid .Laurier—Sir, I hav)
nothing to say against Mr. MeBride:
on the contrary L say he i3z a very
astute politician; .I. give- him every
credit for that, but I say to my hon.
friend, the tempter came to him in
the form of the Hon. Richard Me-
Bride. “The tempter took him up to
the top of a very high mountdin and
showed him- the province of British
Columbia and all the glory in it and
said. to him: 1! you will fall down
and worship me, all this T will give
to you. My hon. friend did not say:
Get ‘thee behind me Satan. On the
confrary, he fell down and worshipped
him.. He informed Mr. MecBride that
if he were returned to power -he wouid
have the question re-opened. There
€ame On an eiection—

Mr. R. L. Borden—My hon. friend
has not quoted me correctly. I said
that I had made a certain pledge to
the people of British Columbia in 1904
and nothing which had taken place
since relieved me from the obligation
of that promise. ;

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—What had tak-
en place since that time wag a peti-
tion adopted wunanimously bx this
house in favour oi British' Columbia

——

granting her $100,000 more per annum’
for ten years,

Mr. R. L. Borden—And without the
consent of British Columbia.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—Without the
consent of British Columbia.

Mr, R. L. Borden—Hear, hear.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—But ‘the pro-
vince has taken the money since and
that is all. Then the question came
up during the elections and as I stated
a moment ago they had the pledge
given by my hon. friend to the people
of British Columbia, notwithstanding
the legislation passed by this House.
! n my friend from Vancouver (Mr.

1) was not satisfied with that
pledge; he thou he “would have
something motre and in the speech to
which I have already alluded, deliv-
ered on October 1, 1908, he first spoke
oi the pledge given by the leader of
the: opposition and then went on to
gay:

For my part T had every reason,
when that pledge was' given by’ Mr.
Borden, to expect-that.it would be car-
ried and when the Conserviatives of
the eity honored me with the nomina-
tion I felt T must accept it on condi-
tions. I tell vou exaectly what was in
my mind. I did not think that Mr.
Borden would refer it again to the con-
ference of premiers but I felt that it|
might be referred to a select commit-
tee of the House -of Commons.

He {elt that it might be referred to
a -select committee of the House of
Commons and that was not suitable to
the hon. gentleman who was the Con-
servative candidate in Vancouver. He
went on to say:— i

I feared the eastern majority rhm]
would come on a committee of that|
kind, biesed as they must be by east-|
ern interests, and I wanted to know
the mind of that great statesman, the
first in Canada, who said he would be-
stow' justice on- the west. I went to;
the east and have returned and ' [
speak with the authority, not only ofi
that leader, but of that party,that will, |
after October 6, control the destinies
of Canada; that the moment that
) is returned 'to ‘power the just]

15 orf British Columbia will be
refe 1 to an-absolutely impartial tri-
bunal, and the report of that tribunal:

|

when it has been accepted by this pro-
vince,
Mutual Distrust.

As a matter of fact then this gen-!
tleman would not trust a committee
Jof the House of Commons where he|
would fear there would be eastern in-|

Sir, if Tories of one province |
cannot trust Tories of the other }ﬂ'u-’
vinces, it is mo woonder that the
people at large will not trust them.

In the same speech Mr. Cowan
said :—

Ouf claim is this: We have a claim
oi three-quarters of a million in per-
petuity against the Dominion and Mr.
Borden authorizes me to say: “Your
claim will not be referred to a com-
mittee of the House of Commons, but
to an . independent tribunal and its
report will not be binding on you till
it is aceepted by this province
In.other words, .the cleim will be
referred to : an impartial tribunal in
which both parties will be represented,
the: Dominion of Canada and the pro-
vince of British' Columbia, but the re-
port of the tribunal will not be binding
upon- British Columbia unless British
Columbia - is fully satisfied with it.
You will have it referred to arbitra-
tion and you will have everything you
want provided” you accept it, Dbut if
you are not satisfied with the jude-
ment you néed not accept it, it shall
be binding on us but not binding on
vou. Sir, this is the policy of the pur-
ists, this is the policy of the reform-
ers, this is ‘the policy of the gentle-
men who find fault with promises be-

g made to a constituency. My hon.
friend has told us he will bring that
subject to the attention of the Houseo:
he is welcome to do so, and when he
does he shall have more to say in
efence of himself than in accusation

s. My hon. friend is not -al-

» sure of the legislation which

re to bring to prevent secret com-
missions. I have only this to say to
my hon. friend, that the Bill which

we inte

will be binding on this province un!\‘l
|

terests.

g is bascd altogether
upon g simil neasure whieh was
passed by the Bi h parliament in
1506. It may be sufficient or it may
not be suflicient: but if it is not .sul-
ficient, "it will be open to my -hon
friend to make it as ample and as
severe as he thinks- it ought. to be.

[ do not know ‘that I have anuch
more to add: 1 think L have traversed
the whole of the ground covered by
my hon. friend’s.speech. I may sa

1 . say
in conclusion that

though it not
our good fortune. always to agree, 1
an happy to endorse everything he
has said in regard to the Quebec ter-
centenary celebration. It was a very
important and happy event in our
history. T do not know that I need
say anything more about it than this.
because everything has been said sl-
‘l'ﬂv'r«:l\'. There is one thing, however,
{which T think T should say, and
| which will receive the approbation of
both sides of this House, that is, to
pay this tribute to His - Excellency
Earl Grey. It was, Earl Grey who con-
ceived this idea, and it was largely
through his zeal, energp and all-per-
, vading enthusia that the idea was
carried out on such a grand scale and
so successfully and triumphantly.

Condemn Level Crossing.

Kingston;, Jan. 30—The jury in con-
nection with the recent level crossing
tragedy deplore the condition of the
crossing and recommended that im-
mediate action be taken to~improve
the condition and make it safe for the
public.” The jury further recommend-
ed that the condition of the crossing
and the finding of the jury be brought
to ‘the attention of 'the railway com-
missioners.

Motors for Removing Garbage.

Toronto, Jan. 30—The civic works
committee have adopted Mavor Oliv-
er’s proposal for garbage removal tui
the dump by motor conveyances. The|
plan is to have the garbage (‘oilwctmll
by cab, tzken to stations throughout |
the city, thence removed to the ;!ump
by motors having a carrying capacity
OI SIX or seven tons.

1]
Damages for Hushand’s .Death. i
Toronto, Jan. 30—Mrs. Agnes Wilson |
Fraser, of Leith, Scotland, was awarded |
$£6.000 damages by a jury in assizes for
the death of her husband, John ]“mwr_i

May 24, 1907.

who was killed at Bay street crossing .»nJ

s rampant.

CASTRO REFUSES THE
ROLE OF LIBERATOR

Former President of Venezuela Says
True Fre#€edom is a Chimera and Lib
erty Degenerates Into License—He
Himself Wants Only Peace and Quiet
to Enjoy the Millions He Has Pilfer
ed from People.

Berlin., Jan. 29—Cipriano Castro, the
former president of Venezuela, has heen
interviewed regarding certain reports
recently made public to the effect that
he was planning a counter-revelution in
Venezuela and. that it was his ambition
to become the “‘mew liberator” of the
people of Venezuela.  Senor: Castro re-
ceived' his questioner seated at a desk.
He wore a black skull cap decorated with
gold braid and was still looking rather
weak as a result of the confinement that
followed his recent eperation.

Refuses to Accept Role.

He said: “I cannot accept the role of
liberator of the Venezuelan people as-
signed me, because my experience of nine
vears as president has taught me that
true freedom is a chimera and when we
believe we are about to "attain it, the
people’s ideas of liberty degenerate into
license.

“Unhappily it seems that new nation-
alities, like Venezuela, are doomed to He
the slaves of the passions of their own
sons or the slaves of another nation. T
am convinced more than ever todav of
the wisdom of words of Simon Bolivar.
the great liberator. when he was about
to die, ‘T have sown in the sea.” These
were prophetic words, whose meaning re-
peatedly has been proven true.

Rest and Quiet for Him.

“T .repeat what I said on another oc
casion. T do not complain of anything
or anyvbody. What I desire most is peace
and retirement.”” Senor Castro will leave
the private hospital where he now is on
Saturday and return to the hotel Esplan-
ade.

PREVENTING HIM SPEAKING.

Victer Grayson, Victom of Practical
Joke, at Portsmouth.

Pertsmouth, Jan. 30—Victor Gray-
son. the socialist member of parlia-
ment, whom the House of Commons
recently suspended because he de-
nounced the members of parliament
for not succoring the ‘starving thou-
sands on the streets, was the victim
of an amusing practical joke here to-
day. He was to have made a speech
at a-labor conference this afternoon
but two gentlemen who were unknown
to Mr. Grayson, called at his hotel
and invited him to an automobile ride
through the city. s

Mr. Grayson accepted and the
strangers drove him out:into the coun-
try, where they had luncheon togeth-
er. Afterwards they started ‘'on a long
drive at top speed. Suddenly the car
was halted and it was announced that
it had broken down. After a censid-
erable delay repairs, seemingly, were
effected, and the party started for
Portsmouth, where they arrived at 5
o’clock in the- afternoon, when - the
conierence before which Mr. Grayson
was, to haye spoken Wwas ‘closed.

NO INFLUX OF JAPANESE.

U. 8. Figures Show Emigration is

Greater Than Immigration.

Washington, “Jan, 29—The alleged
large surreptitious influx of Japanese
over the Mexican and Canadian bord-
ers ' is ‘adsolutely: incorrect.  There
may be a small influx, but it is not
large enough to amount to anything.
This is the statement that Secretary
Strauss makes to Senator Flint, of Cai-
fornia, in a letter which he has written
to the Californian, criticizing severely
the belligerent attitude taken by the
senacor’s state toward the Japanese.

The secretary submits the official
figures of his department to prove
t tne emigration of Japanese from

Inited States has been greater by

52 than the immigration into this
country. The secretary also praises
the working of the agreement with
Japan, and adds his appeal to that of
President Roosevelt that the anti-
Japanese agitation in the .California
legislature be stopped.

SUDBURY’S MORALITY CAMPAIGN

Provincial Detéctives Fill ‘Jail With
Law Breakers,

Sudbury, Jan. 30—Sudbury’s - jail
was fiilled to overilowing last might.
The long arm:of the government  fell
upon . the distriet. The inspectors
gathered in 30 kecpers of blind pigs,

ives, hoarding houses and hotels. The

net. was drawn through the en-
re district during the past 15 days by
six provincial detectives. It was well
known that illegal liquor selling was
The most arrests have been
made in the Copper Cliff and Crane
Hill among hotel keepers of Italian
resorts. No regular licenses were is-
sued ‘in this distriect. The charges in-
clude unlicensed liquor selling, gamb-
ling, the sale of obscene post cards
and photos. There were several con-
victions in the police court today.
Many smaller offenders were released
on cash bail this afternoon.

EARL GREY TO ATTEND OPENING.
Laymen’s Missionary Aovement Con-
gress to be Held in Torento.

Toronte, Jan. 30—“The firsttime in his
tory that the men of a nation have met
ti: corsider and adopt a missionary pol-
icy for their country,” is. the announce-
ment on the program for the Canadian
Natisanl Missionary congress, under vav
arsprees of the Laymen's Missionary
Movement, to be held here March 31 to
April 4. The theme of the congress will
be “Canada’s National Missionary Po’
icy, Home and Foreign.”

The Canadian Council of the Laymen's
Missionary Movement have . received
word from Earl Grey that he will attend
the opening. The speakers will include
Bishop Shoburn, India;-Dy. Zwemer, AT

| abia; commissioners to the Orient u.ua
| representative men from Great

Britain-
United States and Canada.

Nomination in. Prince Rupert.

Victoria, B. C., Jan. 29.—Hon. Wn.
Templeton arrived this morhing from
Ottawa. The nomination in the Co-
mox-Atlin bye-election is set for Fei
8th at Prince Rupert and the
Feb. 20th.
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