There was somewhat of a commotion late
this afternoon in the neighbourheod of the

* | brick school-house, at the intersection of

the 8th and 9th concessions of
the place of meeting of the Vigilance Com-

mittee. It seems that heretofore they have -
rendezvous,

made this school-house their
and from the number of men seen congre-
ted there this afternoon it was

ey were about holding a for
what purpose of course could m:mal,
unless it was for making provision for the
defence of the thirteen prisoners now in
London gaol. Those who seem to be pretty
well posted here have very little faith im
the power of the aathorities to get evidence
safficiently strong to convict the prisoners,
because it is now an acknowledged fact
that this Vigilance Committee was & secret
society, bound together with the mos ter-
rible oaths to protect each other. This I
learned this afternoon irom a party who
had an interview with one of the prisoners,
who seems to be weakening, and may split
at any moment in order to save himself,
He states that the Society used to lock
the door, and, having assured them-
selves that no ememy was present, trans.
acted business without a chairman or
secretary, and corsequently each mem-
ber was equally responsible and liable.
When it was necessary to come" $o a vote
on any question they connted bands, bus

made no record of their procoodna s, fear-
ing thaf it might fall into unfriendly hands.

A DETECTIVE'S STORY.

The Belleville Oniario has interviewed
Chief of Police McKinnon, who had some
dealing with the Donnellys when bhe was a
detective in Hamilton. Chief McKinnon,
says the Ontarie, is perhaps better ac.
quainted with the history of the Donnelly
family and other desperadoes of that sec-
tion than any other man outside the
In fact, he was for a period of nearly five
weeka one of the particular company, while
acting in the capacity of a detective. Four
yeafs ago a series of murders, robberies,
assaults, incendiaries and general outlawry
so alarmed the people of that community
that large sums were offered for the arrest
and punishment of the of these
crimes. But owing $o the desperate charac-.
ters of those su magistrates, con-
stables and detectives were afraid o move,
At this time Mr. McKionon was a well-
known and fearless detective, and was en-

gxgod in working up the ocelebrated Cale-
Y | donia murder case. Having the
Young desperadoes into tight quarters,
where their arrest was certain, he turned
his attention to the Lucan neighbourhood.
People cautioned him about undertaking
such a dangerous job, and assured him
that by doing so-he would be taking his
own life in his hands. However, the de-
tective resolved upon a trial, and being
supplied with plenty of money,. he chose
to begin operations under the guise of a
sporting character., By this means he ex-
pected the more readily to ingratiste him-
self into the good favours of Donnellys
and others acting in concert with them,
For some time, however, he made slow
He bad shrewd, desperate men

Eo deal with, who did not take
into their coufidence without
them to the bottom. One evening while
sitting in a tavern at Lucan the detective
overheard a man speaking against the Don-
ing them ss outlaws.
i thought, would be a
good chance for him to makea ‘‘big push,”
mg up to the person, he introduced

i as a friead of the Donnellys, and
declared he would not bear them maligned.
The man having replied in the tone he had
spoken before, the detective knocked Him
down. The affair soon became noised
abroad,and the Donnellys and their o
considered Mr. McKinnon *‘ a hail
well met.” They welcomed him _to $heir
society, and being liberally soon
divulged their plans and secrets.
many dsys sufficient information was ob-
tained to warrant a change of character,
8o, having obtaimed assistance from Lem-
don, and being armed with the
requisite  authority, Mr. McKinnon
drove to the residence of the Don-
nellys, and began operations. KEnSer-
ing alone, he asked to see Michael Donnel-
ly, who was lately killed at Waterford,
and who was the most dangerous of the
gang. Stepping up to him,he asked Michael
to accompany him as a prisomer, and re-
vealed his badge as a detective. For s mo-
ment the man was thunderstruck, but real-
izing the trick that had been played, with a
terrible oath, he sprang for a w de-
fence. The officer was too quick, and in
order to secure his prisoner had to punish
him severely. The others
brothers and a chum—were also

one of the Donnellys was sent to the peni-
tentiary, and two more with a “‘pal” fo
the Central Prison. This sucoessful raid

They may be the werst of

, but they are not the
in ¢ ighbourhood. T
a woman of masculine will.
the chief that not until each
had murdered his man
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THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE
Affairs in Afghanistan and

South Africa.

A COMPLIMERT 70 THE TROOPS.

—

Relief for the Distressed in

Ireland.

Debate on the Irish Question,
Loxpox, Feb. 6.

The Royal Jimi
op.iuc»lll i hokphu:?:

cordance with the

3 jesty handed
it back, and, as usual, Lord Cairns read it.
The ceremony Issted about fifseen minutes.

The following is

THR SPREECH FROM THE THRONE :—
My Lords and lemen :

It is with m

m&Pulinuut.
y relations with all the Powers
continue ‘friendly.
since pro
has hnd.dth to i udﬁhondhmp:
curity to the maintenance
Fmt’on the Yz-dphl laid down by the
reaty of Berli Much, however, still
remains to be done to repair the disorder
with which the late war has affected many
parts of the Turkish Empire.
A convention for the suppression of the
slave traae has been concluded between my
Government and that of his Imperial
Majesty the Sultan.
At the close

vey, with hisretinue, was honourably re-
ceived and entertained by the Ameer at
Cabul. While engaged, however, in the
exercise of their duty he and those con-
i:eotod withbt;eom ‘« were treacherous-
y attacked by overwhelming numbers, and
after a heroic defence almost all massacred.
An outrage so intolerable called for aom-
dign chastirement, and my troops, which
pursuant to the stipulation of the treaty
either had t:mn'h'“m or were withdraw-
ing from the territories governed the
Ameer, were ordered to retrace thdrb-’hpl.

under which the powers of self- -
ment, already enjoyed by the inhabitants
of CnEe Colony, may be extenfed to
my subjects ia other parts of South Africa.
Papers on these and other matters will be
forthwith laid before you.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have directed the estimates of this
year to be prepared and laid before you
without delsy.

My Lords and Gentlemen :

The Commission which, at the close of
the session, I informed you I had issued
:)“:lnquin into the causes of agricul.

depression throughout the United

ing its labours. In the

serious deficiency in the

usual crops in some parts of Ireland has
rendered necessary special precautions oa
the part of my Government to guard
against the calamities with which those
districts were With this
view they have wcalled u the
authorities charged with t;:' duty
of administering relief to make ample
ions for the distribution of

ood and fuel should such- s step become
, and also to stimulate the em-
ployment of labour by advances on terms
more liberal than those presented by the
existing laws, 1 feel assured you will
give your sanciion to the ocourse
which has beem adopted where it
may have exceeded the power entrusted
by Parliament to the Execntive of the Gov-

ernment, A'K_roponlwﬂlbolnhlnilhdto end

you for g funds required for those
exceptional advances on the wsecurity of
property administered by the Charch Tem-
poralities C s

Itrust you will be able to resume the
consideration of the crimi code, and of

satisfaction I again re-
sort to the advice and assistance - of

The course of events
i of Parliament

cised
ment in Turkish matters as
foture complications, and
@i in shipimen. Bpenkiag of
abeyance.
German alliance,
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opportunity for ebstruction
nnm-r.i'ly ‘continuing the existence

The House then adjourned.
THE HOUSE OF PEERS,

In the House of Lords the Warl of Ons.
low, Conservative, and the Earl of Roase,
Conservative, seconded the )

telligible frontier for Turkey and said
Government kad made a proposition,
which there was ev. reason to hope
would bring the G-r:k’ affair to a oon-
e announced that a telegram
lrl‘nd jndhl;:n received from Sir Bartle
rere, which gave promise of ing out
the scheme of oonfedentiommsgﬁth

asserted that the charges of cruelty
against Gen. Roberts were unsupported by
documentary testimomy. Home Rule, he
defined to mean dismemberment of the
United Kingdom. He denounced Liberal
sympathy with Irish sedition, and said
that the abettors of Home Rule were
traitors to their sovereign and their
country.
The Duke of ArcyYLL followed, and at-
tacked Gen. Roberts and the Anglo-Turk-
ish convention.

Lord CrANBROOK replied to the Duke of
11, and defended the Government.
e address was then agreed to, and the
House adjourned.

COLDLY RECEIVED,

The Queen’s speech has beén coldly re-
ceived i

= d in

Cabul, but said it is not in the interest of the pub-

lic service to publish it. i

THE GOLD OOASYT.

The Colonial Becretary has cenfirmed the report
had secured from the King of the

he said he thought it
to look to
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will be a fiiture source of care to this com-
mittee ; and you will be able to form some
idea of the extent of our operations and
our needs when I state that we are now
i ing fund to 87 local com-.

cou:‘itnntl and motl of sickness and
epidemics. Earnestly hoping that you
m,yﬁ'x';ditinyourpomtopmuhthil

FALL OF SEVEN noviu AT FINSBURY PARK

One of the most complete and destruo-
tive accidenta to house property which has
ooourred in th for

place
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The Committee of the Duchess of Marl.
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wife obtained a decree nisi and the hus-
band’s suit was dismissed, costs
given against him in both. The deoree nisi
was pronounced on June 2lat last, and was
made absolute on January 13th inst.
Spark and Oolonel Napier Sturt (Grenadier
Guards) were called, and
::l.d‘:‘f:mlw boil-;q swore

and that the;
had seen neither a A
for the libel, and that so far asthey knew
th.vudmnth.ﬁd;unocmumd' in

A STORY OF THE TAY BRIDGE.,
Since the fall of the brid,
hvebouﬁ'eolydmhhdm inDnndu‘. "p::
neighbourheod to the effect that a murder

night of the accident. The reports origin-
" three gamekeepers on the estate
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refraction of nor apology
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Death of Mr. John Scvern, of Yorkville.

On Sunday morning Yorkville lost one of

its and foremost business men by

the death of Mr, John Bevern, whe expired

his residence after a long and
; “w““‘d gentleman
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married four times, and leaves

and four daughters to mourn his
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our city
Mr., w—I visited Ottawa for the
years with a view to
matters pecu.
Valley line, and other
railways of the coun-
especially to see
“Chaplesu, with a view
of a company
syndicate to purchase the Quebec raii-
way, from Quebec to Ottawa, and to un-
the , construction of the Toronto
and Ottawa railway, subjeet to power bei
reserved by the Provinces of Quebec an
Ontario guaranteeing forever the inde-
pendence of the line. The whole of the
x lytto:x“ ‘I’:n gﬂ:ilwn’y-. if the new
portion were w. on easy ients,
would » most valuable propertym. and
be of greatest poldbb uence to
of the cities of Montreal and

money hi
m by the whole Provinoce of Ontario.
outlsy has raised the assessed value
of Toronto about $30,000,00Q in ten years,
No doubt the city would derive benefit
from the ocompetition for its trade and re-
oceipte, but Toronto would, after all, onl
be the ‘‘hopper” fer the spout whicx
would discharge into Montreal. There.

commercial emporium,
which it ought to be and  which it should
be the pleasure of the Dominion to make

it, upon a dnﬁo
the West., Itis ana
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Lamraw — Certainly ; It is
is naught, saith the buyer, but
boasteth.”

Mr, LAngW ~By succinct statements
of the case being published in the London
press by and under the authority of the
Cnnndnn_ resident in London, Sir Alex-
ander Gait, who should be so authorized by
the Government of Canada.

RePoRTER — Do you think the Grand
Trunk has much influence in Canada ?

Mr., LAmraw - Oh, yes ; the Grand
Trunk has considerable influence here,
from the fact that the leadin g lawyers of
ﬁ:l day were connected with its i

A ) asccumulated fortunes.
These people have in time risea to influ-
ence, and they bave naturally a sympathy
for the institution from which they derived
s0 much oonuq;;:noo and wealth,

RerorTER— Have you any doubt about
succeeding at Ottawa ?

Mr. LaipLaw—Not the least. The Gov-
ernment will act in a strict spirit of im-
Ertulity. and give t_hn:hwhioh is due to

e respective parties in the struggle.

From beginning to end Mr. Laidlaw
spoke respectfully of those whose interests
it may be to o the scheme, but he did
net seem fo have the slightest doubt as to
its realization,

AN INGENIOUS THIEF.

The Career of Isidore Marechal
alias Gus Kindt.

'Five Years in Montreal.
MoxTrEAL, Feb. 5.—The following is
the history of Isidore Marechal, the no-
torious burglar, who was ehot by the de-
tective on his way to Sing Sing, Dauring
his five years’ stay in this city, he figured
in all the most prominent burglaries which
took- place. Little is known of his early

ears further than that he was born in
and that he emigrated to America
when very young. His first move in Mont-
real was the renting of a house. A day or
two later, the startling discovery of the
rob! of Lazarus’ shop was made, no less
ut $20,000 worth of property be-
e e ey
proving m, de-
$ectives on his track, he was
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DARING ROBBERY.
$125,000 in Bonds Stolea | -
125, ey in Bread Day
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The debate 6o the Home Rule smendment to the
commenoced.
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( Continued on Fifth Page. )
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DEATH OF MR- B: DEVLIN.
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His Complaint Comsumption—Desth in m. v
Solininti m-h when as work, so that

MonTREAL, Feb. 8.—Information was . | given i their statements as to their existing condi-
received to-night of the death in Colorado i 3 i Pprocess o° starvation tion could be investigated and tested. The
of Mr. Bernard Devlin, ex-M.P, for ; ° following were some of the designatories
treal Centre, Hembmm'!ﬁ'd i ﬁndlpmﬁ:mm::—
sumption for seve: ears past, i , Warehouseman, carpenter,
winfgstnndthilhsdbzn to ocellars of the House of - maker, bootmaker, i
to Colorado. If was su ) Commons this morning. The weather was | 1, red %0 » condition barety . i chairmaker,
gainingst th, and the s actusl famine by two or three bad harvests. He i

s WL the probl
ment of his demise has been a shock $0 Mmia%?&;”’"‘““m ha
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A HOME RULE AMENOMENT.

Mr, Shaw, the Home Rale member for
Cork, will, on behalf of the Irish members,
move an amendment to the address in
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neither do we want a line which
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d £100 per annum. '.l'holo- ia ea- | 8l80
at several thousands of pounds,
MR, BRIGHT AT BIRMINGHAM,
. Brighs, the members of
Birmhghm‘ljhd Club on
22nd ult., alluded to the advantages of
tical afforded to
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Good Adviee, i
Now is the time of for Pne
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