
tUunlinuol frjn> ls‘. patyo.l ment and rapid settlement must depend, in 
a great measure, tbe-mture prosperity and 
happiness of Canada as a whole, so that I 
make no apology for discussing that ques­
tion here in New Brunswick and of saying 
that in my opinion how utterly unwar­
ranted were the statements of Mr. Davies. 
Let me therefore give you one or two

the aff-iira of Canada,especially during ttie 
last four years. In Ontario the leader of 
the Liberals, the Hon. Edward Blake, has 
been holding meetings, sometimes two 
or three in a county, acting 
if he were actively engaged
the work of an election campaign, and ,— - =» ,. -,
endeavoring to prove to the people of that facts tn reference to this Subject. Mr. 
great province, that the government of the Davies in dealing with the. question of 
day is no longer worthy of the support colonization companies said that instead of 
which in the past has been accorded to it, giving the land of the North West to ac- 
and I find that in this province the worthy tual settlers, the Government had given 
and active leader of the Liberal party in them to colonization companies, and that 
the Maritime Provinces (Mr. Davies) from the permits there given members of 
has been doing similar work. Now, ladies Parliament derived important advantages 
and gentlemen, I am sure that so far as I as the result of their being formed. In 
am personally concerned it will be more the first place let me say having regard to 
agreeable for me to deal to-night with the general policy which both parties fol- 
large questions of public policy,which have lowed in reward to the North West that 
characterized the administration of affairs the formation of colonization companies 
during the last eight years, than to dwell and granting of North West lands to them 
on minor subjects. To do this 1 shall trace has not interfered with the matter of 
out in your presence the result settlement in that country. The great 
of our policy, for I recognize the North West has been surveyed on what is 
fact that a Government is always upon its called the “rectangular system,” and the 
tri il,au 1 I am also aware of the fact that no lots or “sections” as they are called 
government can afford to have serious I are divided into odd and even sec- 
charg s made against it, its members or sup- I tions and the odd and even sections are 
ported», without being ready with an 1 open to homestead and pre-emption. Any 
answer whenever the opportunity is afford- man may go in upon these hnde and by 
i d it. I propose, therefore, to-night to paying one dollar can make an entry for 
t ik • u > but one branch of the subject to 160 acres and can claim a homestead on 
which Mr. D ivies referred in his speech which if he makes certain improvements 
fr un this platform a few evenings ago, and within three years he can secure a patent, 
to leave to my honorable colleagues the I These colonization companies only had 
privilege of dealing with other important I possession of the odd sections within the 
quasti ms. area granted to them—the even sections

Mr. Davie^ in the speech which he de- I were there, as everywhere else throughout 
livened herein Moncton charged the lead- I the Northwest, open to settlers; the colon­
er <>f the Government, Sir John Macdonald ization companies could not interfere with 
with making attacks upon provincial them in the least. What the colonization 
rights. He, (Mr. Davies,) asserted that companies agreed to do is this:—The Gov- 
S.r John from the first to the last of I ernment thought and it was pressed upon 
his career was always in favor of a them by the people of Canada very strong- 
1 gislative union, and that ever since he ly and especially by the people of the 
Ins been in power, his one object and North west,that if they could enlist private 
motive has been to destroy the autonomy capitalists in the work of 
of the provinces and to bring about if he bringing settlers into the North-west 
could the centralization of power in Otta- that the effect would be to settle more 
wa. If MfTBft'vies had dealt fairly in the rapidly the country than otherwise. The 
illustration which ho gave,of that tendency colonization company in getting the 
on the part of Sir John A. Macdonald, I grant had to pay $2 an acre for the odd 
I would have been very glad to I sections which they bought and they had 
leave the matter to the judgment to pay down one-quarter of that in cash, 
of those who heard him, to de- and then they were required within 5 years 
termine whether that charge was rightly to put in two settlers; then having done 
directed against Sir John or not, but when that at the end of 6 years they were to 
we remember that during the five years get a rebate of $1 an acre for every settler 
which the Liberal party were in office no they put upon the ground and so were 
fewer than seventeen provincial bills able to secure their patent of settlement, 
passed by the provincial legislature were This policy had been advertized in the 
disallowed, when we remember that no newspapers of the country and was open 
Minister of Justice who ever held that to all who wished to enter upon the laud, 
important office in the government of There were only 260 application for chart- 
Canada was more minute in his exception 0rs for colonizing the the North-west. Of 
to provincial legislation and more exacting these only Î17 were authorised by order 
in his criticisms of legislation than was in council because those who applied were 
Hon. Edward Blake himself, it seems to I not considered as having the necessary 
me that it comes with ill grace from one capital to carry on the work, but only 28 
who boasts of Mr. Blake as the embodi- of that 117 were entered into; for when 
ment of a pure and high-minded statesman people came to look into the matter and at 
to charge the mere disallowanc of provin- the obligations they were undertaking 
eial acts by Sir John Macdonald as being and to realize how little real profit 
an evidence of the tendency on the part of there was itr these colonization companies 
him who disallows the bill to bring about the vastxjnajority declined finally to en- 
centralization of power ih Ottawa. ter into contracts at all.

Let me give you, ladies and gentlemen. Now, how many members of Parliament 
in a few words an illustration. First he I do you think were interested in these com- 
said that Sir John A. Macdonald had at- panies?FromMr. Davies speech as I read it, 
tempted to give the control of escheats to I would imagine that this policy had been 
the Dominion. If he had told them the fact adopted for the very purpose of bribing 
he would have told them that when Mr. and corrupting the members of the house 
Mowatt’s administration passed an act but when I tell you that there were only 
duiing the regime of the Mackenzie Gov- 5 members of Parliament and that three 
ernment chiming the escheats for that of these were clear grits, I think you will 
Province it was disallowed by Mr. agree with me that there is not much in it. 
Fournier, the Minister of Justice in Mr. (Cheers.) First, there was Hon. Alex. 
Mackenzie’s administration. (Applause ) Mackenzie, the late leader of the liberal 

Then he said that Sir John A. Mac- party, who having been deposed from the 
donald was not a great constitutional law- leadership without much ceremony, is now 
yer, because in the matter of the Ontario accused of having entered into a corrupt 
boundary award he had been de- bargain with the Government in regard to 
feated by the Privy Council. I am not these companies. He was president of 
going to discuss that award here. We | one. Then we have Messrs. Gunn and

Sutherland-three clear Grits;and the two 
Conservatives were Mr. James Beitty 
of Toronto and Mr. Clark Wallace 
of West York. Then in the 
Senate there were 6 Senators ;

threshed that out in Ontario. In Ontario, 
in 1882, the people gave to Sir John A 
Macdonald a large majority, in spite of the 
charges made against him in connection 
with that award ; but what I want to point
out is this, that the only question unsolved one being Mr. tt. W. Scott who was lead 
without dispute was whether the award er of the Senate during the 'Mackenzie re­
made by the arbitrators , was a valid and I gime, a member of the Mackenzie Govern- 
binding award in itself, and when the sub- ment—Mr. Raesor, a prominent grit mem- 
ject came up to be discussed before the ber of the Senate—Messrs. Ryan, Ogilvie 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, and Gibbs, 3 Conservatives. So taking 
that committee decided the question raised all the members of Parliament, the Senate 
in favor of Sir John A. Macdonald, with- us well as well as the House of Commons, 
out hearing the argument of counsel em- there was exactly 5 Conservatives and 5 
ployed by the Government. (Cheers.) Liberals who were connected with these 

Then ho gave another illustration—the colonization companies—corrupted by the 
streams bill. That is an Ontario question Government by means of such companies, 
with which perh.pt> you .» not familiar or Now what waB the reault to the Govern- 
do not mre to b. la.ml.ar, but when I tell ment of a„ thia? wh th receiTed 
yon lint hero wa. no constitutional ques- ,rom these companies «760,263-that is the

small and sparse, fifty square miles is 
not by any means too large for a timber 
license. After a man made his application 
for a timber limit the government compels 
him to get an order-in-counoil before the 
minister 'would authorize the issue of a 
license. Then the man had to survey the 
limit. He had to pay $260, and then he 
had to survey the limit. He was obliged 
to put up a mill capable of cutting 10,000 
feet in twelve hours, and when he 
had done all that he came to the 
Government and got his license.

Now gentlemen, let me point out to you 
that of the 2029 applications made to the 
Government for these timber limits in the 
North West out of this number of ap­
plications there were only 508 orders in 
Council issued. These people hdd to 
their first instalment in advance of ! 
for the royalty of each license. Wh* was 
the result? The Government received in 
advance for leases $24,062.27 which was 
a clear net gain to the people of the country 
under the policy of the Government.

Then they received for bonuses—because 
if there were ten persons applied for the 
same lpgjt^ the policy of the Govt, was to 
invite competition between them and he 
who gave the highest bonus was to receive 
the license as soon as he had complied with 
the conditions—they received no less that*. 
$21,226.25 for bonuses in connection with 
limits that the parties never complied with 
the conditions of and never received a license 
authorizing them to cut and so the Govt, has 
got $46,288.52 in connection with timber 
limits where the people who paid the money 
did so simply for the privilege of paying and 
who never had an opportunity of cutting a 
single stick of lumber. Although 508 orders 
in council were passed, only 107 leases were 
granted. Mr. Davies said the other day that 
the Government had granted lease after lease 
up to 25,000 square miles. That statement 
was like most of the statements made on that 
occasion—it was just five times too high, in­
stead of 25,000 only some 5,000 square miles 
were granted during the whole time referred 
to by Mr. Davies in his speech. Of these 96 
were for yearly tenancies and the balance, 
11, for 21 years.

Now it is charged that these were granted 
to members of parliament, bat when I tell 
you that only two members of parliament 
ever obtained a lease for cutting timber in 
the Northwest yon will see how ranch truth 
there was in the statement made by Davies, 
and when I tell you that one ol these 
was Mr. Hugh Sutherland, a Grit, you 
will easily understand that there was not the 
conception which has been stated to exist in 
connection with it. Mr. Davies asked >ou to 
look at the Hansard—to which he was fond 
of referring you—to see the list of names 
of members of parliament given 
there who had made application and 
who had been granted by their friends grants 
from the Government, but if you will look at 
the Hansard you will see a list of names im­
properly inserted there, of gentlemen whose 
only crime was that they had been asked by 
some of their friends to make the application 
for them, and not for the members them­
selves. The mere fact that the application 
was made was no act of corruption, espèoially 
when the party applying did not get the 
timber limit and received no benefit from it.

I will read here one or two of the letters 
referred to. You will remember Mr. Davies 
said that when Mr. Charlton read these let­
ters the gentlemen admitted they had for­
gotten all about them; still it is deemed a 
corrupt act. These letters 1 read to show in 
what terms they charge corruption, for being 
themselves publie men they should at least 
have some respect for the character of others 
also in public life in this Dominion :

“House of Commons.
"Ottawa, 13* May. Ibo*. 

"Sir,—May,I draw your attention to the ap-
Flication made by Mr. Sanders for a coal license.

should very much like to know if this appli­
cation his been entertained,"and that the lease 
is to issue therefor

“I have the honor to bo, Sir,
“Your obedient servant,

“Dalton McCarthy."
You will agree with me that there is noth­

ing very terrible in that letter, and yet upon 
the strength of that letter, Mr. McCarthy is 
charged with being bought by the Govern­
ment, and with having voted for the Govern­
ment because he had written that letter. 
The answer is :—

the department as to this, and what is the 
result ? Here is the first case:

“From the evidence, so far as it has been eub- 
mltted—and it has only been partially submitted 
-these two young men appear to have secured 
a timber limit on the 9«an River in the name 
of one John McMahon. Several partners were 
interested in that limit, and these two young men 
hadaninth blind share in it. But that was not 
sufficient to campensate these two young men 
for the valuable services they had rendered in 
securing the limit, and so the Order in Council 
granting it was cancelled. A new deal was ef­
fected; a new Order in Council was issued,---------- ----------l—..mlt to m ------------- * .

IdgarDt
Macdonald ânâ Yùpper he”d three-flTths inter­
est; and the Hon. Edgar Dewdney.pet and friend 
of this Administration, offered to sell his inter­
est in it for *50,000. I have always been amazed 
and astounded, considering the charges that 
have been made against Edgar Oewduey by the 
press supporting hon. gentlemen opposite in 
Parliament and out of Parliament, who have 
denounced this man as utterly unfit for the posi- 
tlbn.-he occupies-I sa; I have been surprised 

“that a man so described by the Government’s 
own friends, should have been retained in his
8lace until a rebellion broke out, to some extent 

irough hie instrumentality, and even after it 
broke out. The mystery is no longer a mystery, 

this litigation has unravelled it ”
Mr. Cameron,—I sent oyer to the Depart, 

ment of the Interior to find out all about this 
John McMahon and his grant, and these are 
the facts, as conveyed to me by the officers of 
that Department ;

“On the 18th January, 1883, an application from 
John McMdhon was received In the Deport­
ment for a timber limit on the Swan River. This 
application was originally signed by J. B. Mc­
Arthur, but McArthur’s name was erased and 
f„°£n..McV1ah°n8 substituted therefor. On the 
10th .March, 1883, an amended application was 
received from John McMahon, by his attorneys, 
Macdonald Sc Tapper. This application was 
g™ted# °n the usual conditions, which .Me

ion found so onerous that on the 15th Nov.. 
boo. he surrendered the limit, having paid P 

ground rent thereon. On the 19th Deceml

“Department of Interior,
“Ottawa, May 23rd, 1881 

“Sir,—I have the honor, by the direction of 
the Minister of the Interior, to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 13th inst, re the ap­
plication of Mr. Sanders, and to reply that up 
to the present time none of the coal applications 
have been entertained.

“I have the honor to be,. Sir, 
“Your obedient servant,

“L. A. Hamilton.

ti«>n involved in that act at all in so far as 
the decision of the Privy Council was con­
cerned,when I tell you that the only quea. 
ti -n involved was the right of legislatures 
to exercise judicial functions and decide 
questions by party vote which were still 

fr vending before the courts at the very time 
the matter was dealt with 
the legislature, and when I tell

amdunt paid to the Government in con­
nection with these schemes, and we have 
the sworn testimony of their auditor that 
they have expended in the work of colon­
izing no less than $367,932, and this 
summer I have been compelled,as Minister 
of the Interior, to endeavor to effect a 
satisfactory settlement with these compan- 

y°u ies, who have simply lost the money they
Py Ciae,t\T r*i“d',‘here, put in and their hope ia in the future, .... 

”, . r°0m«- hÏT‘ ‘he development of that country, in order
M CT„n f 1 ’ iff 0 My,s'r J°£n that they may get something out of the 

1 , T ™ ‘T”® i°WV, fche imaUM. area of land we have given in 
P"" 2 r . h question, ahould be settling the contract with them
decided not by a party vote but by the „ ,a . . ,, , . , .
proper tribunals. This is the only quea- , Hoil Mr* Dav,ea told ue a»d ln doing so 
tiun so far as the disallowance of an act h®. m^de, the extraordinary statement on 
was concerned. Another case that might fcbl1 P^a“05‘m that during last session, one 
be referred to is one arising over a stream member after another rose in the House of 
which passed through lands owned in both tJommons, and denied the charges made 
banks on either side by a Mr. McLaren •• a8ainafc them> aud that when Mr- Charlton 
the stream not being a navigable had Produoed b“ Proof they got up one 
stieam, or an unfloatable stream as they after aDother and admitted their cor- 
are called in Ontario, and he having made rectnees; bbt declared they had forgotten 
improvements upon that stream objected a11 ab°ut th?m- Lot me 8lve 7ou the 
to others using it. He brought the case I exaot fscta Wlth regard to the matter. In
before the various courts, when finally on 
appeal the Supreme Court by a unanimous 
judgment set aside the contention of Mc­
Laren—and who do you think was the 
counsel for McLaren in that case ? Mr. 
Edward Blake! He had taken his fee for

dealing with the question of timber limits 
in North-West before the year 1873, when 
Sir John A. Macdonald was formerly in 
power at Ottawa, his policy was to give 
timber limits to all applying for them by 
public competition; but during the first

the arguing of that case before the appeal session after Mr.McKenzie came into office 
court on McLaren’s behalf, and then had a bill was passed destroying the policy of 
the ineffable meanness, when his opinion bis predecessors and adopting the policy 
was set aside,to use the defeat of his opin- of giving these timber limits and coal areas 
ion, for which he had taken this man’s to whom so ever might apply for them, 
money, to raise a case against Sir John A. upon the fulfilment of some general con- 
Macdonald. (Applause.) dirions. This policy was continued during

Now these illustrations of Mr. Davies, Mr. McKenzie’s lease of power,and was in 
if we go no further than those made by force when Sir John came back again. What 
him in regard to the constitutional ques- was the result of the policy? During hie 
tiori, have been about the issue, shown time Mr. McKenzie gave leases 
between the Government of Canada, with for 606 square miles of timber limits in 
regard to the question of disallowance ; but the North-West, and he received cash for 
we find that having dealt with that subject those timber dues, and everything in con- 
lie referred to the Government’s dealings nection with the North-West amounting to 
with this question in the vast domain of $6,160. When Sir John came into office 
the Northwest. In regard to that matter be gave a number .of licenses which I will 
he told his audience in this hall that the refer to in a moment: and during the last 
Government, instead of having wisely five years he hai received up to the last par- 
managed the affairs of tile Northwest, had liament $639,433 for ground rent, bonuses, 
parcelled out that territory to its friends etc. This all came into the public treasury 
and supporters, and had been giving tim- as the results of our policy. Now, the 
ber limits, grazing lands, and coal areas to policy followed was a general policy, open 
colonization companies, thus corrupting to any person. Any one might come in 
Parliament in such p way that there was and get timber limits, provided he was 
scarcely a man on the ministerial side of willing to comply with the conditions, pro- 
the House who had not in this way re- vided he gave evidence when he made the 
ceived some favor from the Government, application .that he intended to comply 
Now, that is a question in which I think with these conditions. The policy was to 
the people of New Brunswick are as deep- I divide those timber limits into an area of 
ly interested as any people in this 60 square miles. Nowain a province like 
wide Dominion, for the North- New Brunswick, fifty.square miles would 
WeBt is the common heritage be a large amount of land,but in a country 
of us all, and upon its proper develop- like the North-West, where trees are

\

These, ladies and gentlemen, are the sim­
ple letter and answer, and these yon will find 

the pages of Hansard, to which you have 
been referied as containing evidence of the 
corruption prevailing in connection with the 
Department of the Interior.

"Toronto, November 11th. 1882. 
‘•Sir,—I beg to enclose you herewith Mr. 

Robert Cassidy’s application for a coal-mining 
limit, to be composed of the east half of seotion 
36. township 20, jtpige 21. North-West Territory, 
as shown on thé adcolnpanyiDg map. and I shall 
bo very glad to hear that his application has 
been favorably entertained.

“Yours truly,
“Dalton McCarthy.

Department of the Interior,
Ottawa, 2lst November, 1882. 

“Sir,—I have the honor, by direction of the 
Minister of the Interior, to acknowledge the rc 
ceipt of vour letter of the 11th Inst,recommending 
the application of Mr. Robert Cassidy for a coal­
mining limit, to be composed of the bast half of 
section 36, township 20, range 21, North-West 
Territory, and in reply beg leave to inform 'you 
that the ground in question is covered by a prior 
application.

“I have the honor to be. Sic,
“Your obedient servant,

“A. Russell.’
That was the result of that application,and 

yet that application is one of those to be 
found on the list of members of parliament to 
which you were referred and who are charged 
with having been corrupted by the manner 
in which the public domain has been dealt 
with by the government. "

Here is another with regard to this matter:
Gananoque, 3rd October. 1882.

To the Hon. the Minister of the Interior, Ot-
“Dear Sir,—A friend of mine wishes me to 

enquire on what terms the department will
Kt a timber limit in the Northwest territories,

1----*-•---- ■ “ *-

1883. the same limit was granted to T. P. WaJsh. 
Walsh never complied with the conditions, and 
has therefore no longer an interest in the limit, 
which remains in the Crown.”
That disposes of that. The next case is this:

“On the 8th November. 1882. Mofflitt applied 
for a limit on the Leaf River. This limit was 
afterwards found to be in the disputed territory. 
In accordance with the then policy of the De­
partment, it was granted, but no license has 
been issued since the decision of the Privy 
Council. Moffatt is a member of the firm of 
Moffatt and Oalowell, bankers, Winnipeg. He 
is a responsible man, and there is nothing to 
connect the firm of Macdonald & Tupper with 
the application beyond the fact that Hugh Mac­
donald wrote a private letter to the Deputy 
Minister—’’

Cameron—That is Mr. Burgess :
“—telling him who Moffctt was. and later 

McArthur, owing to Moflhtt’s absence in Eng­
land. applied for extension of leave within 
which to make survey."

Cameron—Then again :
“These young men appear further to have 

secured section 32, township 21, range 20, and 
section 36. township 21. range. 21, west of the 
fourth principal meridian. 1,280 acres of coal 
lands at the Blaokfoot Crossing, where it is al­
leged. the best coal lands in the country are, and 
these worthy representatives of worthy sires 
had one-half blidd share in that little deal." . 

Cameron—The next charge is:
"These worthy sons of worthy sires do not ap­

pear to have limited their operations to coal and 
timber lands. 'Uliey were willing to turn a penny 
in any way out'of the public resources of the 
country, over which their fathers then had full 
control, and so «hey applied for the salt springs 
flowing into lakeSyinnipegosis, and Mr. Hall of 
the Department of the Interior, wrote them that 
those lake salt springs could be had at |5 an 
acre. These young tnen appear to have had a 
blind share in that little deal also.”

Cameron—Now, Sir, they had a perfect 
right to apply for these springs if they could 
get them. The reply to this charge is this:

“On the 29th August, 1883.Macdonald & Tupper 
applied, under instructions from their client.Mr. 
Peter Barclay, of Birtle, for a salt spring on lake 
winnipegosls They were informed that if their 
client could establish priority Of dis­
covery, he could get forty acres 
at $40 an acre on the proscribed 
conditions. He was called upon to prove bis 
discovery in three months. Th!s was more than 
a year ago. and the Department has heard no 

lore about it."
Cameron—The next charge is:
“When the late Minister of Railway fixed the 

terminus of the railway at Port Moody, the son 
of the Premier and the son of the Minister of 
Railways applied to this Goverment, over 
which their fathers wielded unbounded sway, 
for four hundred acres of the foreshore at Port 
Moody. Whether they got It or not I do not 
know, but it is very likely they did net complete 
the contract because the Canadian Pacific Rail­
way changed the terminus of the road."

Cameron—The answer to that charge is 
this:

“In August, 1883. J. W. McKay and Albert j. 
Hill, of New Westminster, applied for certain 
tidal lands situate at the east end of Port Moody. 
The application was referred to Mr. Tnitch, 
who, on the 7th November, 1883. reported that, 
as these lands adjoined the terminal station of 
the Can dian Pacific Railway, they were of con­
siderable present value and prospective import­
ance. He therefore recommended that the applica­
tion should not be entertained. Hugh Macdonald 
wrote, on the 4th November, 1884, asking if Mr, 
Trutch had reported on his client's application, 
and on the 24th December, 1884. he was Informed 
of Mr. Trutch’s rcpqrt, and told that in conse­
quence thereof no action would be taken 
McKay's application by the Department."

the result of the policy we have adopted? We 
have received from the development of the 
coal areas $46,738, and what ie better than 
that the settlers in the Northwest aud people 
of Winnipegare now buying their coal for which 
a few years ago they paid $17, for $6 and $7 
a ton as the result of the policy of the Gov­
ernment. (Applause.) Now, that briefly 
stated, means that the policy of the Govern

160 acres, and that their right in it should be 
unalienable for 10 years, and it was in this 
conflict of opinion that the great difficulty 
and the delay occurred. But, Mr. Chairman, 
ladiee and gentlemen, the fact to be borne in 
mind is that if the rebellion had not broken 
out, the delay would not have taken 
place for the commission had been appointed 
aad the people of the Northwest* had been

meat in connection "with" the Northwest | tol,d *>7 pî*h,r that each was ap-
Territories has given them their coal at a pointed. We want lo go right to the history 
lower rate than formerly. Now I ask of any of1tbat rebellion. The real ground of the 
one if ia view of this fact and other facts we rebellion, as developed by the evidence given 
have actually accomplished if Mr. Davies °» fcr,al# w“.fch® determination of Louis 
was justified in charging from this platform R,el a™»8® h,m®«lf f?r what he thought 
that instead of encouraging the settlement of a\ wrongs done him in the past and to 
that country they had used the enormous re- ex^,rta?1.01îey from the Government, 
sources of the Northwest, and had given up On this let me give you a couple of affi 
that domain not for the purpose of settling I davlta ^rorp Half breeds in the North West 
the country, but had given them to members who were there at the time of the rebellion 
of the Dominion Parliament and their poli- "?r® ™/a.ot ®°*a*ed the rebellion, 
tioal friends throughout the country? I * brat take that of Gilbert Breland:—

What has been the policy of the Govern- I “At the time arms taken up I heard from Riel 
meat ia reference to the .«ttl.mrtt of the kill ‘Sut^^d’ml^Vôïr'
Northwest ? One would imagine from hear- families and this had a greàt effect on ns all 
ing what Mr. Davies said here that the Gov- and was what led us to take up arms. It was
Northwest*'* °How °Sd‘Ïh.v‘dôTl‘ Wh! hiÏÏâ$hie°froMM h£rf tûTlgSiJ 
Northwest. How did they do it ? Why th;8 way many times; this was the reasos given
their predecessors while they were in office by Riel to gee us together and to keep us togeth- 
had that Northwest to develop®, and how er at camp at Batoohe.- At the time Riel nevrt 
,1,-j ia v R_ rawflrvinff an et-Pih nf spoke of half-breed rhzhts at all. At the com-did they do it. By reserving an area ot mencement he had but at the time of taking up 
twenty miles on each side. The survey id- arms he only spoke of the outrages ot be feare< 
oated the line of the C. P. R., between Win- J from the police. The half-breed rights he ha<
Sand the Rocky Mountains away up to 

inton reserving forty miles along each 
side of the road, for settlement, dettlers 
who wanted to go upon these lands could do 
so by paying à dollar down for the acre on

--------- -------- —------------- rights__ -__
spoken of was the Scrip same aa in Manitoba, 
was sent for by Riel's men and taken to Ba­
toohe. I was allowed sometimes to go and see 
my family but always ordered to return at once. 
Several days before the Halorow meeting among 
English half-breeds and Riel then told us tha 
it would bé wise for us to be ready for any, .-, ° ... , » ... \ j . ,. ii wvuiu. uo v>loo iur uo lu uu ivuuj iur any

which they settled, with the understanding emergency, that he would find out the temper
that when that railway was built they would 1 K4“ 'rK"- --*** «----- ---—-
have to pay what they could. Our policy 
has been this: the odd sections have 
been opened to settlement and accordingly 
the railway have reserved the even sections.
They are open to every one so that the even

of his friends. Then Boyer and some others 
suspected that Riel was trying to oraw the 
people into taking up arms and Boyer an< 
others took steps to counteract his influence 
and Boyer did not therefore attend the Halurow 
meeting but went around and advised the 
people to keep away from Riel’s meetings. 

a.- ■ , , . .1 Then Riel seeing that he was losing hie
sections are open from one end of the country influence over the people by his policy started 
to the other. Any man can go there and get to influence them by working on their fears and 
a homestead of 160 .ore., end he oar, get a my'tham «bout the poll™, sometime. I 
pre-emption of 160 more and obtain a patent Baw afler that, that It was all complete lies b 
for that, which he can purchase for $1.25 an Riel. Generally the half-breed people now 
acre. (Applause.) That has been the policy adroit that they were deceived In this 
of the Government in reference to that I

way
__ ______ _____  _ preference
country, and we believe it'is a policy tending 
to develope and husband the resources of the 
country. (Applause.)
tor the outbreak which occurred there last 

SVe aro told that in our management 
of the Northwest we created rebdlion.

Next that of Maxime Lepine:—
At the commencement of the rébellion I was 

freighting for Charles Nolin and T. O. Davis. 1 
arrived home about the 18th Maroh and put my 
loads there, after that 1 did nut see them I heart ; 
it was removed by our men the half-breeds.

mv ___„ . ,, ... • rn.„ .min I After I got home. Riel came to my p’ace, andThe opposition hold that we are responsible I aaked me to go to Batoche, he came in the even-
year, and which resulted in the 'lose of 
much money and blood. Now let me give 
yon one or two facts with reference to the 
Metis, or half-breeds of the Northwest, who 
by virtue of the Indian side of their oharao- 
ter had certain rights in the soil. They were

ing and as I went the next mon.mg I met people 
coming to take me there. Charles Nolin and I 
had before this askel Riel to give up hi* Ameri­
can Citizenship and become a representative for
telegraph poles. I never understood that Riel 
wanted to raise a rebellion at aV. We wanted 

, , . him to be a Canadian subject and have a seat Inscattered over all portions of that wide do- I the North-west Council and work like the Eng-
. n r .1 . . .1 1.1 Kale k.ll kuej. XTa.ll—•- .0.1____-_______ v.J.r.main. Some of them who were settled in 

the provinoe’of Manitoba at the time of the 
trouble there it was agreed should receive scrip 
equal to 160 acresTor $160,"and for heads of 
families $240. When the Northwest terri 
tories were opened up the Metis 
the different parts of that
asked that they should be 
in the same way as their brethren of 
Manitoba. It has always been a serious

Sroblem how to deal with these people. Sir 
ohn’s views were that the Indian

title in the Halfbreeds, should have been 
extinguished at the same time as the Indian 
title was extinguished, as with the Indians 
themselves, and if that had been done when 
Mr. Mackenzie was in power in 1876, for all 
or most of the treaties were made during that 
year, this difficulty, as far as the Halfbreeds 
and their Indian title was concerned, would 
have been removed. But that was not done 
and the matter was left unsettled. Both Mr, 
Mackenzie and his Minister of the Interior, 
Mr. Mills, treated the matter as one of little 
consenuenoe. When in 1876 they appointed 
Mr. Matthew Ryan to examine into this mat­
ter, and when he wrote a very civil letter 
minting ont to the Government that it would 
>e necessary for him to go to where these 

Half breeds wore in order to investigate their

lish half-breeds. Nolin's affair came up before 
the Council; and I heard on my arrival by the 
people that Nolin was condemned to death, and 
after that in council I heard he was to be. but 
he was not condemned then, though Riel said he 
was to be. C. Nolin sent me a letter on the road 
by Ferdinand Labret which I have lost: the sub. 
stance was for me to be careful of Riel because 

at country I ho meant mischief again. Boyer’s trial was finish- 
dealt with ed when I arrived, but I did my best to hinder 

Nolin s condemnation. I went with No’in to 
Crozier with a closed envelope which I did not 
know the contents of; Nolin told me the letter 
was a bad- one, it was not delivered.

Crozier was then at Carlton; this was three or 
four days before the Duck Lake fight. On the 
road with that letter,Nolin asked me for us to 
deliver ourselves up to Crozier. I do not know 
the reason I gave, but my principal reason Was 
that I could not leave my family, and I wislâéd 
to remain there to do my best to quiet the
geojde. The reason Kiel gave for condemning 

Nolin had hindered the____ i to death was, that___________________
people taking up arms before this, and had to 
some extent stopped the rebellion et least for 
some days. I met Riel the next morning, he 
said Nolin had not done as he promised and was 
to be executed. I asked for tne chance to see 
him and told him Riel would shoot him. and I 
got him to make a retraction of what he had 
said against the movement; this was done to 
save his life. I never knew Nolin as a rebel; he 
always worl c i only in a constitutional manner. 
Before the r -billon actually broke out there
was no question at all of taking up___

- ititutional_________ ____________ _ial manner.
deceived us into the rebellion at tho last

moment, wethehalf-bre»ds had only intended 
acting in a constitutional manner and were..., , . . . .. , I “■'““k *■* a vuuoiii u' muni in tii in vi uiiu were

title, the marginal instructions written by drawn Into the rebellion by Riel without the 
Mr. Mills himself on the letter sent to. Mr. people there knowing the intention of Riel, or 
R,an are Usm: "II thaw p»pl. d«ir. to "he^aid^tTme
have their claims settled they should look I that 50o police were coming to exterminate us 
after it themselves. It is not necessary and our families and that he had called all the
* ................... “ ’ ■ 1 people together to see the baptism of Jackson,

and that the 5"" —**-----------r~------- *—— "—
the ceremony,

i townships supposed to be
ranges 18, f9 and 20 west, at a place called Pas­
senger Hill. He is anxious to secure a limit. 
Your early reply will much oblige.

“I have the honor to be, sir,
“Your obedient servant.

“(Signed) Geo. Taylor.
Now, that was not a very dangerous letter. 

W hat was the answer to it? It was aa follows:
rtment of the Inter!
'awa, 10 October, 1L___.

“Sir,—I have the honor, by direction of the 
minister, to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of t he 3rd instant enquiring on what 
terms the Government will grant you a timber 
limit in the Northwest territories, in townships 
89, 40 and 41 in rangés 18, 19 and 20 west, of the 
second meridian; and in reply herewith 
enoloee'a copy of the timber regulations.

"I have the honor to be. sir,
“Your obldient servant,

(“Signed) A. Russell, 
“For Surveyor General"

Nothing more ever came of that-^hat was 
the last of it. In all these oases the letter 
was received by the department and an 
answer sent containing the regulations as to 
obtaining limits, yet knowing this Mr. 
Davies stood upon this platform and told the 
eople of Westmorland who were listening to 
,im that the government of the day had been 

corrupting members of parliament with these 
timber limits and with other advantages 
connected with the North-West. (Applause.)

Then Sir John A. Macdonald was charged 
in parliament with having withT Sir Charles 
Tupper secured great advantages for their 
sons who happen to be lawvers in the city of 
Winnipeg and a number of specific charges 
were made by Mr. Cameron as to the manner 
in which they had been using their influence 
with regard to services that were performed 
at Winnipeg. A record was obtained from

That, ladies and gentlemen, is the charge 
made against Sir John A. Macdonald,that he 
was using his influence improperly for the 
benefit of his sons and friends practising in 
Winnipeg. Mr. Trutch referred to was the 
agent of the Government in British Columbia. 
Now here were two sons of the Ministers 
anxious to get land near the track of the 
C. P. R. near Port Moody—charged you will 
see all with having enormous influence with 
the department; the department wrote the 
agent of the Government on the spot and 
found that the land sought for might probab­
ly turn out to be of great prospective value 
to the Government and they refused to sell it 
in order that the public^the people of Canada 
might get the advantage of any value that 
might accrue to that land in the future in 
consequence of the railway being there. 
(Applause) These are some samples of these 
charges—and I could give you any number of 
them—which go to show how little warrant 
there was for the statement that members of 
Parliament have been corrupted by means of 
the reserves of the great North West Terri­
tory. Then they tell us in connection with 
the grazing leases we had done very wrong. 
Now, let me present to you exactly what 
occurred in connection with these leases. 
The western parts of the territories are pecu­
liarly fitted for grazing. The American 
ranchmen oame from Montana and other 
western States, in large numbers, bringing 
with them large numbers of oattle, because 
they admit that, besides other advantages, 
the North-West contains the finest 
grazing areas to be found on this crest 
continent. The Government resolved to 
utilize them. In the United States it is the 
custom to allow persons to go in and take 
preemption and the consequence is that the 
ranchmen join and take up a homestead next 
to them and so have the opportunity of using 
the whole wide domain for grazing their oat­
tle without paying for it. The Government 
of Canada, however,adopted a different policy 
that of granting grazing leases—that policy 
had been in operation for nearly two years. 
By this policy settlers are not interfered with 
an4 in addition to this w& have been able to 
husband and utilize the resources of the 
North West Territories for the benefit of the 
people at large. ' We liave already, ladies 
and gentlemen, received from these lyases 
$96,044 and as^the result we also have oattle 
in the country and large oattle interests are 
springing up there in a territory which until 
recently was almost unproductive. Recently 
contracts had been made with these oattle 
men for the supply of meat to the Mounted 
Police and the Indians and out of these con­
tracts alone we will make in the three years 
no less than $121,600 for we have the oattle 
in our own country instead of being obliged as 
formerly to go into Montana to get the beef 
supply for bur Indians and Mounted Police. 
These then have been the practical results of 
this policy. Had members of Parlia­
ment anything to do with that? I 
do not know a single member of Par­
liament who has had anything to do in çon- 
nection with the grazing leases of the. North- 
West but if there had been he as well as any

for you to hunt them up.” This was the , 
spirit in which Mr. Mills dealt with this mat­
ter, and when Mr. Ryan went to Qu’Appelle I 
and made some inquiries as to the claims of 
the Halfbreeds, and when he sent in to the 
Government a bill for $75 for services, Mr. 
Mills ref ned to pay it, and that $75 was not 
paid neil Sir John Macdonald oame into 
office, w ien it was settled. That was a just j 
debt, and should have paid long before, 
(Applause.) This was the condition affairs 
stood in at that time.

police were also coming to stop
Riel by the way he had acted for some months 

had got the po»plcP% believe that anything he 
would say would be sure to happen, 
he had such au amount of influence among the 
people that they thought tha' any thing they 
were told by Riel would happen. Riel by his 
ceremonies and mistatements about the outrages 
to be perpetrated by the troops or police held the 
people together at Batoohe and kept his influ­
ence over the people. A fter the whole fight was 
over the half-breeds and I for one saw then that 
all the sayings of Riel were untrne about our fami­
lies or women being injured or hurt^ and I afterrn> ., .. i - i I ««oo ur women wemg injurea or nun* ana i arterThen there were other questions on which inquired about ttefiOO men Riel said were oom- 

e Halfbreeds felt they were entitled to ing and I found it to be untrue; that none were 
me consideration. One was the question of a5>1 ,w.e P1611 ®aw tbftiSe

the

!urTeyû j 1° j Manitoba in olden times I was tho only reason we had ^"taking”up arms' 
they had had their lands surveyed on the I against the Government. I never saw any other 
elongated plan, which was a narrow strip of I î®*8®? except as stated to protect our wives and 
lanrt stretching away hack from the river thVt whM %*,5k S? 2^'a "
bank, in some cases to two or three miiesjand 1 —*- 1 **--■"...... ..... .....................
this they preferred to the “rectangular sys­
tem," applied by Act of Parliament, and 
which is now applied to all parts of the 
Northwest Territories. Then there <vere 
other favors they asked for, and which 
were embodied in a letter sent to the Gov-

had been deceived by Riel into a trap. This

against the Government but against the police. 
Riel said outrages were that we were to be 

with our families and opr race ex-

other man would havehad to pay his rental 
raid be nothing

tinguished. I am unable to tell half the lies he 
told us. I have not been a very clever man but I 
am ashamed now to think that I have been mis­
lead by such lies and tricks. My idea at the 
time of the outbreak was to protect the Hr es to

____ * . D. , r, .. , . .* ., , the prisoners who had been taken; their lives
ernment by Bishop Grsndin during the time I were really in danger after the battle at Duck 
that Mr. Mackenzie was in office. In that I Lake. When we crossed from Batoohe to Duck

Lake Riel told us we had to go to take possession
mad. to" them for agricultur.l imp,.. I
mente, for seed and for grain, with the rest at Batoohe and at the battles of 
and asking that public institutions of Fish Creek and Batoche. After the rebellion I

h*e“r1,*nd \-pp°r^
by the Government in that country. All ago. After the battle I came in alone to the

General’s camp and surrendered myself to him 
| on the third day after The letter to Crozier was 
to bo dslivered to Crozier or to some of his men 
at a rendezvous fixed."
p And; there is another affidavit,that of Pierre

“During the rebellion I was named President 
but only Hotnd twice and told them to choose a 
better man, and only carried arms two days. 
At Duck 1 ake I had only an old gun that would

these claims were made during the time Mr.
Mackenzie was in office, as well as all the 
other outside claims and claims af­
fecting their title, and all these claims were 
everywhere refused by the then 
Minister of the Interior, Mr. Mills, and I do 
not think this Government can be charged 
with failure of duty in treating these cases
as Mr. Mills did at that time. As to the sur- __________ ______ ______
vey policy I am bound to say that the policy I n,ot drt- l never signed* any of The papers for -* ----------- *- — -• • ■ 3 I the Rebel Government, I'vebeen told so But It isof the Government was that where 
the Half Breeds settled on the land
in advance of the surveys, the survey should ______________________________ ___
be condnoted in accordance with their wishee I I never took any of the goods or tobacco or any- 
en the elongated principle, but whan they
came into the country after the surrey was and when I got to the church it was full. Riel

a lie. I only defended myself a little at the "last 
fight at Batoche. I was taken to Regina and to 

I the Penitentiary and returned a short time ago.

to the Government There woul 
more done in hie favor, than is done for any" 
body else who goes there and every one who 
may choose to apply for such leases may 
obtain them. (Applause)e

Then as to the oeal areas, What has been thi other hand, that the grant ehonlcl be of

when I tell you that in the Saskatchewan dis 
trict where the rebellion hr ike out, th#» Half- 
breed claims had been settled out in Mani­
toba, you will come to the conclusion th^y 
had very little if any grievance. These Hali- 
bveeds had moved away from Manitoba and 
settled in the North West, some as far away 
as the Saskatohewan;and as nearly all of these 
people obtained their scrip in Manitoba yon 
willagreewith me that in that part of the ooun 
try there was no need of rebellion. (Applause. ) 
But there were many petitions sent in. As 
to an overwhelmning majority of these peti­
tions, the persons presenting them had had 
their claims settled, and when the commission 
was sent up, it was only to settle oases 
with some 16 or 17 persons in the whole 
district where the trouble arose. We have 
been told that some 1,700 persons have had 
their claims settled and scrip issued—aye, 
aud more than that, for the Commissioners 
have been up there this year, and I believe 
the number will be mort than 2,000, but I 
also, at the same time, know that those 
people live in districts where there was no 
rebellion, and that where the rebellion broke 
out no scrip was due, the people having 
already received their eonp in Manitoba. 
There arose, however, a difficulty .as to the 
manner in which we should deal with the 
matter. Archbishop Tache, the friend of the 
half-breeds in the Northwest, opposed the 
granting of scrip, and he argued, in a letter 
iddresssd by him to the Department, that 

there should be 12 great reserves eituate in 
the Northwest, ànd upon these the half-breeds 
should be permitted to live, granting the 160 
acres to each, unalienable for three successive 
generations. The Northwest Council objected 
to thsi reserves, they were opposed to the
views of Archbishop Taohe, and urged,

* * b#

we fought only to save our iiv s and the lives ol 
our families uh Kiel told us. Charles Nolin ran 
away from Ouqk Lake when the fighting com­
menced; before that he had been one of the 
lo idvrt; if wo had. not b eu deceived as we were 
our uivu would not have taken arms at alL 

Now Mr. Ch&iftnan, ladies and gentlemen, 
you will see from these affidavits that the 
policy of Riel there was to lead these people 
by fear to believe that the police aud soldiers 
were coming to destroy them and that their 
lands were to be taken away and by that 
means they were trapped by him into the re­
bellion that unfortunately took plaoe, but 
there is one fact and the challenge has been 
thrown out in Parliament over ana over again 
without being accepted. But while it is 
said that their land was taken away from 
them and that colonization companies were 
formed and took the land, no man has been 
able to put his finger on a single acre of land 
occupied by a half breed that was t£ken by 
the G-bvermhent from him. (Applause.) 
They said that they could not get patents 
bat it is well known that the Government 
sent Mr. Duck to these people. They were 
asked to make the necessary entries but fail­
ed to do so and at an early period of this 
year I have myself as Minister of the 
Interior received petition* asking for another 
year’s time in which to make the entries and 
I have granted it, but if they had been white 
settlers, equally aa well off; their grants 
would have been forfeited to them. These 
are our principles with retard to our dealings 
with these Half breeds and if you were 
to go to-day among these Half-breeds 
and ask them what they thought of Louis 
Rial, I think you would be met, not with a 
look :
MU' ^ ______
I have met them and they have presented 
addresses to me full of expressions showing

i, x uiiuk JTVW nuuiu ue UlBt, UU6 WISH R
t of sympathy for him, but by reproach 
n the one end of that country to the other.

their feeling of indignation against his con­
duct towards them in trapping them into this 
rebellion and In thathaving brought about the 
loss of lives, monejWand treasure which was 
so unfortunately incurred at that time. (Ap­
plause.)

These are the facts in regard to the hopes 
of the Liberal party of to-day in obtaining 
office, and they have tried many methods of 
obtaining office in this Dominion of Canada. 
In olden times they trusted to get office by 
raising up sectarian cries; the Roman 
Catholic religion was traduced and insulted ; 
still they did cot get office, and to-day we 
find them down upon their knees (in the hope 
that they might get office) to those whom 
they never ceased to oppose from the forma- 
tiou of their party to the present time. If 
yon, ladies and gentlemen, oonld have ac­
companied me through the Province of 
Ontario during the last general election there 
or during the last local election in that Pro 
vinoe, yon coaid have heard denunciations of 
the French bleus from every platform, de­
nunciation sung and said by Mr. Blake
while going around to meetings accompanied 
by a fully organized choir and poeeiblyalao 
might be heard sung the ditties prepared by 
Mr. Edgar. If you oould have seen that end 
you oould realize to-day that their only hope 
of success in obtaining office for a time is to 
be found in perhaps the natural resentment 
of some in the Province of Quebec at the
execution of Louis Riel, and you
would come to realize how contrary 
to the old principlps are the
leaders of the party—and in that matter I 
should separate the leaders of the party from 
the party itself. I continue to aay that the 
Liberals in this wide Dominion are deeply 
humiliated to think that their only ohanoe of 
power is that they might get there through 
resentment for the execution of a *n*n who 
happened to have French blood in his veins 
and because that fact has excited a sympathy 
throughout the Province of Quebec which 
they hope will result in giving power to the 
Liberal party. They are going to be mistaken 
in tha* as they have been mistaken In every­
thing else. (Applause.)

The French people of the province of Que* 
bec are in spite of themselves conservatives. 
They have for a long time supported the 
Liberal Conservative Government, not be- 
oauae thev were getting any special favors for 
the time being; not because they hoped for 
power for them«elvea from it; but because 
they believed the policy of the Liberal Con­
servative Government was best adapted to 
the promotion of the best interests of Canada. 
During the last session of parliament, the 
“bolters” as the conservative French members 
of the House of Commons who went against 
us on the question of executing Riel were 
called, voted with the government on every 
other question connected with the North­
west. They voted with the government be­
cause they believed the government had by 
their policy brought success upon the prov­
ince, and I believe that the result of the vote 
of the electors in the province of Quebec—al­
though'I may be mistaken—will attest that 
the people there, feel they cannot 
trust the future of the dominion to 
tho men whose highest hopes of 
attaining power ie by putting race against 
race,creed against creed, and province against 
province, in the manner in which the Oppo­
sition have been doing. (Applause )

Now I have ventured feebly aud I am 
afraid somewhat tiresomely to plaoe these 
matters before you, because dealing with 
matters of detail one cannot be otherwise 
than somewhat tiresome. I have ventured 
to answer some of the charges which have 
been made against the Government, and I 
hope I have done so satisfactorily. In regard 
to the policy of the Government, Mr Davies 
said here in Moncton, that the Govern­
ment of Oauada was not entitled to
further support from the people, because, 
forsooth, their promises made in
1878, and repeated again in 1882, had not 
been fulfilled. He further said that the Gov­
ernment had promised prosperity to the 
country, aud this they had promised as a 
result of the adoption of their policy. He 
said that we had promised reform, and he 
denounced the country as utterly wanting of 
prosperity. He declared that he then ap­
peared as the lieutenant and mouth piece of 
the Hon. Edward Blake. He said that evi­
dences of prosperity and interchange of pro­
vincial trade brought about by the Govern­
ment’s policy could and would not be brought 
about. To-day I had th-i pleasure of visiting» 
two of your factories iu Moncton, the sugar 
refinery and the cotton mill, and what dia I 
see there ? Why, I saw when in the cotton 
mill that they were using there a boiler for 
the engine manufactured in Stratford, On­
tario, and the bales of cotton were being sent 
to a firm in the city of Toronto. In the sugar 
refinery I saw that their sugars were going to 
British Columbia on the Pacifie coast. Now 
I ask is that not intorprovinoial trade, 
and is it not evidence of prosperity 
which is bringing prosperity to the people of 
the country? Are we not at this moment in­
finitely more prosperous than «ny other 
country? After passing through the depres­
sion wpich all the countries of the world have 
recently experienced we find tn%£ we have 
felt that depression less, and are recovering 
from it more quickly than any other nation. 
There is not any man today bnt feels that 
we aro on the high road to prosperity far 
treater than anything we have ever before- 
mown. Look at the rapid developemenl of 
the North West; look at the construction ol 
the C. P. R. which today spans a continent; 
aad connects the shores of the far Atlantic to 
those of the Pacific; look at the value of 
Asiatic trade which within a few month* 
after its construction and which even the 
prospect of which people used to laugh at, 
and which is pouriug in upon us, una then 
say whether a policy of that kind has not 
been one which has conferred the greatest 
possible advantage to the welfare of the peo­
ple of Canada, (Applause.)

Now, what have oar opponents to offer you?
Is it not a fact that from one end of Canada 
toaay to the other as enunciated upon every
Ïlatform is nothing but a negative one Î 

hey object to all that is done by the Gov­
ernment. Their alternative policy is nothing 
but opposition to everything we have done, 
and they have not one single measure of pub­
lic import to offer which is at all likely to. 
advance the prosperity of Canada.

in that they differ from the Governments 
who bold office to-day, and which I believe 
because of its past successful record is an» 
which 1 believe will continue to hold the 
coi fideuoe of the people in the future. I will 
not detain you longer for you have still to 
hear from my honored colleagues, Hon. 
Messrs. Foster and Thompson, who will no 
doubt deal with the great public
?u estions much better than I have.

have felt it necessary for me
to deal at some length with some 
public questions, but I have only 
to express the honest hope that when the 
time comes for you to express your honest 
sentiments at the polls, you will, considering 
favorably what has been the policy of the 
>arty in power in relation to the interests of 

i Canada as a whole, and as a result of your 
sober consideration, I have no doubt what? 
ever, you will vote for their continuance in 
power, because in so doing you will advance 
the material and well-being of this great i 
Dominion. (Prolonged cheers.)

HON. J. B. D. THOMPSON.
Minister of Justice, being received with 
applause, said— ,

Mr. Chairman, Indies and geéatAwn. I 
esteem most highly this opportunity of meeting 
the people of the Province which fans always 
been considered a Sister Province to that 
from which I oome. I have, to some extent, 
this evening, in addressing you freely and for 
a short time ujxro the public questions of the 
day, an advantage over some of the gentle­
men from my Province, one of whom sat 
upon this platform within a few weeks, and 
another who addressed a faceting lately in 
another part of this Provin uo,—I have this 
advantage over them, that they have not 
accomplished the first ta* to which they hadaccompli
addresM
oumetanoes
addressed themselves, and explained** dr- 

I in connection with it—that I* tha
(Continued on 2nd page.
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