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Chair Deal Loomed Lal'ge at Meeu g Lds(
—-Some Hot Moments in Discuss on 1 aust
Every Alderman Engaged in Debate--sir. ]J.
L. Tickell's Attitude--A1d. Robinson’s Resol-
ution Goes Over to Next Meeting.

|
|

;|
!

. ght

“That charges having Been made
in the Belleville newspapers that the
temdever for chairs for the city hall
wocaived wnfair treatment therefore
®at His Honor Judge Wills be re-
quested to investigate the same, un-
der tho provisions of Section ’ ‘248,
@hapter 192, RS,0., 1914, of the
Muonielpal Act, providing that the
cost of said investigation be mnot
mere than one hundred dollars.”

This resolution moved by Ald.

* Robinsom and seconded by, Ald Parks

last might was the curtain raiser to
the biggest sensation which has dis-
tarbed the quiet. -city council of
Balleville for a long time. Sugges-
tions of graft and irregularity were
flang into the air and cougcil bat-
tted ‘'with the city hall cha prob-
lomm until 11.30 o(clock when the re-
solution was finally laid over for two
weeks because of the absence = of
Mayor‘_Ketcheson. Mr. Joseph L.
Tickell, the writer of sofite letters
which ‘had appeared in the press, wds
present - with a stenographer and
was -iavited within the council rail.
WheR vote was asked for permis-
sion te imtroduce the motion, Ald.
Smith ebjected because he believed

 Mayer Ksetcheson should’ be present

when the fiery subject was to be dis-
cussed. But the vote was sufficient
to allew the introduction of the mo-
fiomn amd then discussion opened.

Ald. Parks said he had been . in-

ted em the sireet by a citizen who
asked Rim if he had been bought off
with part of the ‘“graft.” “Why did
not-ex-Ald. Duckworth stay and ex-
plaim feur weeks ago when he was
at coumeil meeting?” ~

Aecting Mayor Woeodley said ‘I can-
not-answer for: -another man,” and
. them Zead the:following statement: -

“Neither Mayor Ketcheson nor\
Ald.s Smith tried to influence impro-
perly either directly or indirectly to
the-glightest extent, the action of
1he ‘Market and City Property Com-
mittea ta regard to/the purchase of
~aairs fer the city hall.

“The -transaction was made in
perfect good faith with a view to the
best4mterests of the city. °If an er-
ror ‘was made which in our , opin-
ion is ‘still open te® question, it  was
due to ex-Ald.  Duckworth’s misin-
terpretation of the tender of Messrs.
Tickell & Sons’ Company who quot-
od four prices ranging from $1.35 to

RITCHIE'S
FORl—,
MEN'S |
TWEED

“We ar«:i now slhom:t‘g’e 2
large and, complete
of Men'’s Tweed and Wor-
sted Trouser :, the qualities
that are very hard to ob- }

tain today. All sizes an
some very spcoialsat - <

$3.50 & $3.75

Men’s plain §
Blue Serge
Tronsers,
some extra
al val-
ues at *

$4.50

He;; Fins
stri and.
ain Gre
p‘ Wer-ted . 2
Trousers, -
special at

$2.00 per chair.

“The action of the committee was
unanimous and thereby We, the un-
dersigned, at that time assumed, and
we hereby reaffirm our full responsi-
bility in connection with the trams-
action i

" This was signed’ by W. A. Wood-
ley, E. O .Platt, W. B. Deacon, J. O.
St. Charles and Chas. Whelan.

1

g

Ald. Robinson, ‘I am not moving

in any ill feeling in this matter to
aevery body. But I have been ac-
costed and blamed on the street. Il
am not saying ‘there is anything
wrong about this deal and I hope|
there is not.”” Certain letters have
been in the press containing grave
statements. The only statement is-
sued is by an ex-alderman and it 1is
not very satisfactory. Then there is

a chair in the window of the Tickell
and Sons’ Company with  a note
about the city hall. This council has
to keep its own skirts clean.: The
work was not of this year’s council.
Men should welcome this to.  clear
the council. We all know the Mes-
srs. Tickell are.among the most res-
pecéted citizens. Their father was
mayor in years gone by. They have
a right to. be heard. The zlderman
thought they had a reason to find
fault. I do not want to see anyone
in this council appearing under a
cloud.”

Ald. Parks said “I'm only sorry
the mayor is not here. We. started to
decorate the city “hall last gummer’”
The speaker had urged that a com-
mittee be selected to purchase chairs
The mayor turned=aside such a sug-
gestion saying “we have no time for
this.”  After that counecil meeting,
Ald. Parks left and ‘the

to,thg .eheirman, . Duckworth.
The 1gtter sent’ m H Janitor to

get tenders and ‘6fie was secured
from Mr. Tickell for $1.35 per chair.
It was opened by the chairman, ex-
Ald. Duckworth. - Who ordered the
chairs? :
Nothing was said of the - account
it was squeezed through one
nig . No one sgaid whom it ‘was
from.” It went through as ' from
market committee. He had objected
to the account which went through
for $2256 or at the rate of $1.50 per
chair. 2
Ald. Marshall asked Ald., Robin-
son if the matter could not be left

1 would try to
jup tonight.

it was BY last year’s council and not
I'this year’s.

1 sean ‘it

{them and 1 dtd not ‘deliver them  to

want to be tarnished.

committee
thoyght it ‘wise to leive the matter

Mayor Woodley demanded on

over until the Mayor was present
as he was d member of last year’s
council. :

Ald Woodley, “I am sorry the m
or is not here. But as I saw r.
Tickell here; tonight I thought I
ave the matter cleared
It has been hanging
fire for some time.”

Ald. Robinson —I did 'not impli-
‘cate anybody. This motion is for
an investigation by the judge: I be-
lieve that Ald. Smith if he had any-
thing to do with the chairs, did not
make a cent out of it. But an act
might have been done illegally. But

Ald Smith challenged the state-
ment of Ald. Parks 'that ex-Ald.
Duckworth had said he (Ald. Smith
could put in the chairs for $1.10.
The aldermen present stated - that
they -did' not hear the ex-alderman
make such a statement.

Ald.. Woodley . “Ald.  Smith, you
said you did not want anything to de
with the chair purchase. Somebody
then ‘suggested that there would be
4 saving to the city i‘ the manufac-’
turer’s price we:‘ﬁ secured.

Ald:~ Smith  *No I just quoted '
$1.50.” No one present had heard of
$1.10.

“Who saw the tender of Mr. Tick-
ell opened?” asked Ald. Parks. -

No one saw it oi:ened.' Few . had’

Ald. anith ot o did not want any-
thing to do h the chairs. T ‘did
not buy the chairs, I did not pay for

the eity.)t oo

- AM. Bm!thu"'rhm wn o coniQ
mittee .on chairs.”

"Ald. Woodley “I ,t.-unt it toolish to o

spend $100 to ferret out something

where. nothing wrong was doné. If

anything is_ amiu. u Vn.s done by
mistake.”.

Mr. Tickell read a letter that the
chairs ‘were placed-on order by the

Dominion Beddhﬁ-ﬂom)sny. He re-}

ferred: t0.the d'm ‘bétween  him-
seif and the _mayor on Bridge ltreet.

under the colllr."

clared no ome in the “eouncil ‘made a|

cent.
ed ‘Mr. Tickell. “I still ask;-who got
the profit on the chairs. Why. ‘were
they bought at $1.50. *“I asked the
mayor why he did not put the: er-
der through: the Thompson Kanuck
Kabinet Company at $1.83. He said
he did not care. The mayor  sug-
gested an investigatiod. ‘“An investi-
‘gation by whom, by you?” . Mr.

i Tickell asked ‘“What chance would I

stand?” .
" “What;would satisfy you?”’ asked
Ald. Platt. :

Mr. Tickell—The profit over and
above our tender to-be donated to
charity and an ' admission of error.
The other profit should be also turn-
ed over because of alleged irregu-
larity.

Acting Mayor Woodley suggested
that if any charges were to be made
:that they be put in writing by Mr.
Tickell.

“I have no cards to show” said
Ald. Smith, “I did not see Mr. Tick-
ell’s tender until after the New Year.

I did not endeavor to put any 1n_ter-|

Invélt"lb Plt tht ‘wo fre 8

‘but before the vote we want the May-| -
‘or present. The matter should be hld
over for two weeh." A

Ald. Smith—"1 wehome an invu-
tigation as much as anybody in the’

eny.AW'tthou the Mayor |

mltuaveﬂwmth Z to bring
the T up, I v(onld rather haye
all the blsme, !t it comes to that,

'when- he.alleged. the mayor got “hot reetins on me, then. agree to.this. in
The mayor . de—[tho Mayor’s absence.”

Ald Robinson—*“I am not consc-.
If that was so; who did? ask-!ious of doing anything mean. 1

haven't insinuated a thing about the
Mayor. He and I are friends,”

Ald. Parks—“The reoolution was
arranged for a month .8g0.”"

. Ald. ‘Woodley—"1 di@ not expect
you here tonight. I think Ald. Robin-
son knew you were coming, Mr. Tick-
| ell.” y

Ald. Deacon—*“Why did not Ald.
Robinson and Ald, Parks tell the

Mayor on Thursday.night they would j upon.

be bringing up an, important matter
and send him a copy of this resolu-
tion

the Mayor’s absence.”

Mr. Tickell objected saymg he b&-|
lieved the Mayqr would be present.
Ald. Robinson said he wrote out the

‘motion just before the meeting, ex-

cept & part that was prepared by a

I wyer. Otherwise the language was

his own. ?
Ald, Parks was then attacked for

saying it was ready a month n?b He

said it was arranged some time ago.
Ald. Robinson declared his readi-

pretation ofi the tender trusting to ness to leave it over as @ motice of

Ald. Duckworth who reaed it at $1.55
1 did not even read the tender, I be-
lieve no one else read it. We feel
confident the transaction was’made
in perfect good faith. s
,Alderman Deacon declared. it was
a serious, thing to.accuse any of
the council of graft. At the
committee meéting ex-Ald. Duck-
worth was heard to say ‘gt would be
quite a saving,” He said about $30.

We did not pay much attention, as|

we were some distance from him.
The purchase was left to Ald. Duck-
worth. Last year the council spent
nearly $300,000. This. is the first’
accusation. The troublo)tarted,with
talk of graft. . An alderman = knew
there was going to be ' something
wrong, yet the white wings did mnot
What is an
alderman for, but to look after the
peoples interest and stop anything
that looks like. xraft matead of run-

ms &W&ywm‘-w ,\ | ua-\,r- I

“I could not read that tender in-

telligently. without seeing a ehair.

Ald. Duckworth said we were go-

ing to save money.

Mr. Tickell—*1s it not
the aldermen to. know what
are doing?”

At this.jancture a remark was

up to
they

made which resulted, after a few min-

utes in an apology, = which Acting-
l\hreat
of closing the diseussion.

Ald. Deacon said when furmture
dealers .disagreed “over the: values
and descriptions of chairs, how about
an alderman Ald. Duckworth’s ex
perience was cqnsidered ., and ' the
committee left the matter to him: °

Mr. Tickell—*You

the Nonth-Ameriean Befit Chafr Com-|

ipany for 90c¢c. Do you know it? The

mayor is a member of the:T. K. K. K.

Company and if that . company got

$83.00 it should be returned.
Acting-Mayor .- Woodley—*1

did it without intent.

cil. A

Ald. Parks. moved an: amendment
that the proper authorities ask those

who benefitted to present a cheque
to the bank for the profit.

The*Mayor, said Ald Woodley, is
a member of the T. K/ K, K. Co., Ltd.
and this firm candeal with the city.
“If you think . you can unseat the
Mayor and Ald. Smith, you are much
mistaken.

Ald. Robinson said the .council
was ready to wink at $83 but grumbi-

ed at $1.00 for ah dnvestigation, which
would clear the' air. ““The mgzag
course ‘hag not been ‘shown’ ap -
night.” ;

Ald. Woodley thought\hr-r
where the money was'

TAld, ‘Parks——“Are ‘other people
going to'tender in future and be hoo-
dooed?””

AR, Masshalle— It 18 ‘onlyta mat-
ter "of $22.50. ‘The' rest ‘h leg'myate
profit.”’

Mr: Tiekell-—“If tht‘ city “caniot
afford the $100, I'll pay it. But 1 wish

Enéw

. Ald, ‘Platt dec(cted ev rybody in
1916 councll was innocent of wrong .

waste $100 to satisty idle curlosity?” |
I think’ the nhfembn ot last year
‘cards

to have the matter

publici”’
Ald: Deacon—*“T dont like: tc see

,doing as tar-as he .l;:iew. Ald. Rob- the e¢ouncil act without the Ma&or
inson ‘wants a ‘year of economy. Why He will have some

ng to say.’.
Al‘ vainsorn-— e Mayor has

not been accused.” o
Ald. Deacon—*He has :hot"’

ok tnot British falr play to’ dccuse

Add..Pukl “i W m ”ﬂled worship.

8- a lotvaf -

where mxn ‘ma play’ “tonight

{| were mentioned - “and I‘ndver’
vtended :nch a meeﬂns % S ,-%

\

gentlemen who conld not be
by the people.

i know. . that
chair, Ald. Smith, was bought from

be-
lieve the entire couneil is klear. . If
Ald. Duckworth made a mistake le
He was the
most,'watcnful member of the ocoun-

put. betore the

motion. *“I want it thoroughly under-
stood, I am doing it out of deference
to the Mayor.”

Mr Tickell——“lt was irregular pre-

lcedure .

Ald. Woodley—*“We, mmit that.”
Ald. Smith-—‘An error was made

said'evidemtly on the part of the ' chair-

man on a misinterpretation of the
tender.”

Ald. Woodley—"‘1 believe the May-
or is too honorable a man to . put
anything in the way of the company
of ‘which he is president.”

. Ald. Platt—“Let’s adjourn, We’re
no further ahead than when we start-
éd.” '

Council adjourned at 11.30 o’¢lock.

Following is the tender which was
received from Messrs. Tickell & Sons
Compauy —

Belleyille, Nov. 13th, 1916.

The Chairman of the Market! Com-
mittee, City of Benbville

- Dear Siry—i) sbply 6 requisition
we advise’ ~thg_¢ we will supply chairs
similar to_thosé in the city hall’ with

the , bent rings. supporting legs at'

$1.356 each if required with . rungs
in supporting legs at $1.85 each. If
chairs are required to. be an exact
match of those already’ in the  hall
we guote $1.56 with bent rings sup-
porting legs, and $2.00 each if re-
quired with the rungs supporting the
legs. : A g
Yours respectfully,

Y Tickell & Sons Co.

FOUND DEAD BY.

David Calvert of Crookston, C.
P.R .Sectionman ‘Persihed
in Yesterday’s Storm

(Special to The Ontario) -

Crookston, March 6.—David Cal-
vert, & well known resident of this
vinage, a sectfonman on the C.P.R.
‘was found dead this morning . along
the track at Buller’s siding, a.bont
midway between Crookston and
Tweed. He left his home in Crook-
ston yesterday , morning at seven
o’clock and was not afterwards seen
alive Apparently he went down a-
long the track to see that everything
was right, as was his custom. Last
night he did not return but - it  was
thought he had gone to spend  the
night at some friends owing to the
storm.  This moerning a search par-
ty went out and discovered his ‘body
as related a.bove. It is not as yet
known whether death was due to
heart failure, exhaustion  in  the
storm or to being struck by a train.
The body is being removed to the
undertaking rooms at-Tweed, where
an inguest will be held.
two children. He is a native . of
Huntingdon and was born in  the
Fuller neighbarbood about ' forty
years ago. He yas /greatly respected
by all who 3.new h,im.

x;

nm,mm

Fasavies

We ‘do not want mm accordinc to todiy's news!

g pre-|*

jbe fair? You cannot tell me!
this was not brought on because of

RAILWAY TRACK!

Decensed 18 survi fe and | :
s o by B0 AN sponsored a motion to reappoint 'Mr. |

nyone of petty Eraft ¢o he m?t
$22.50. We want an lnvutwn. ?

BH’ARIMENT

-Report' “on. Ovorlwtd Brldge
. Plan Presented —- Problem
i of Employing Water-

| .werks . Manager.

b it

At the  City Couneil last evening
the Special Committee re. the con-
tract for horses for the fire depart-
ment reported as follows:—

At present this  contract calls for
an expenditure of $2,056.00 per.an-
num for the use of six (8) Hhorses
only. The drivers in the fire depart-
ment assume the duties of looking
after the horses.

This committee would recommend
that the city purchase at once four
|(4) horses at a price to be agreed

i One (1) fully equipped motor
fire truck, 1 1-2 tons capacity with
chyemical “equipment, . to cost  not
more than $3,500.00.

We would™also recommend that the
auxillary firemen be reduced from
ten (10) to five (5) men, at an an-
nual salary of $75.00 each.

That the duties of the fire chief
and assistant fire chief be defined,
and embodied. in the bylaws employ-
ing them. o ;

The purchase of the horses. and
motor fire truck will entail a capital
expenditure of about $4,000.00. The
annual charges for same would be;—

Upkeep of four (4) horses  600.00

Interest 6 per cent. . $ .240.00

Expense  of . maintaining
RPUCK . i 1 ovn dds' un

150.00

$ 990.00

Annual saving over present
contract for horses ...

Saving in auxiliary ﬁreﬁxen 825 00

$1891.00

The above recommendations have
‘been, arrived at after careful con-
gideration and after consulting the
fire chiefs of Peterborough and Lind-
say. We feel the city wounld have a
much improved equipment and with-
out weakening the efficiency of the
departmenit.

A complaint was received regard-
ing water backing up at No. 18 West
Bridge street.—Referred.

M‘aking_ a total’ of

over-of the G. /T Ri-tracks:at- North
lmm street reported that the plan
calls for a 22 ft. 6 in. overhead way
from the base of rail, being 3 ft. 1 in.
above present overheadway. This will
raise the grade 2 feet. The driveway
will be 20 feet in the clear and ~ the
'sidéwark 6 ft. in clear which would
be in our Judgment ample room.
“What you want to consider is
the raise and grade and the building
of the approach to the bridge to the
satisfaction of the ¢ity and also whe-
ther # will be advisable to build a
walk on the west side of the bridge.

of the bridge; it will be very unhandy
without one being placed there. The
grading of the approach to the bridge
on both sides shall bésunder the sup-
ervision of the street surveyor.” .

Ald. Parks suggested that the city
at the time of the grading fill a pitch
hole in which the snow drifts in win-
ter over the sidewalk and have the
sidewalk build on the same grade
as the roadway.

Ald. Whelan—“How = would
property adjacent be affected?’’

Ald. Woodley—‘That can be con-
sidered when the bridge is built,”

Ald. Whelan—‘“The bridge perhaps
should be wider because of the in-
crease in the grade, 5 per cent. on
the north side and over 8 per cent.
on ‘the gouth.” ™~ 4

Ald. Parks thought another side-
walk could be'put on the west side.
The extra expense would ‘-not be
great. :
It was finally decided to add to the
report that on Dboth sides of the
bridge there be walks. b

The report was filed.

A complaint was read regarding
‘water flooding Mr. Peter Cote’s pro-

the

said the water was undoubtedly nu-
are at 51 South George street. ¥
Ald. Deacon. and ' Ald. Ma.rs.hall
J. W. Evans s nianager of = water-

After discussion by-Ald. Robinson
the matter was 1a%d over until Fri-

gilaries. Ald.. .Deacon said Mr. Evans
had amended an account for 0150.00

‘1to $75.00. Ald. Deacon urged
| great responsibility required: fo man-

pge 8 $30 ,000 Man‘r lﬂie the w;ten

The Spegial Committee to report
on the proposed new overhead bridge

If this side should build up /north’

perty. The chairman of public works|

able to drain oft becayse of the high|
water in ‘the bay..Mr. Cote’s premlses f

works ai the salary of $50 per month. |

day evening’s s‘pecial commlttee onl=

J SON—MOQORTON. In Belleville

on March 3 by Rev. Canon Beamish
Private . James . JohnSon of 235th
Battalion and Miss Gladys  Morton
‘were quiétly married and will resida
in. Ottawll.

— —pelon
-

' CARD ‘OF THANKS.
N v

Gonh 2
o p—

e e

to thank their . many friends and
neighbors for their many kindnesses
shown and tokens of sincere sym-.
pathy extended them at the time of
their sad bereavement:

DEATH OF ROBT. STEVENSON, JR
Mr. Robt. Stevenson, jr., son of;
Mr: Robert Stevenson, West Bridge
street, died suddenly in Toronto on
Sunday. He was born in Belleville,
The remains will arrive here at 4.56
this afternoon.
GOUNOIL‘S REGRET

Last “évening - the city councif|
unanimously passed- the foﬂowing
|resolution of Ald. Smih and -Ald.
| Platt:

‘“That this council having heard
with deep regret that Lieut. D. V.
Ketcheson has' been severely wound-
ed, hereby. record its expression of
sympathy with the Mayor and his
family and hope for a -speedy re-
covery of his vvaliant son.”

DIED.

STEVENSON-—In Toronto on Sun-
day March 4th, 1917, Robert -Stev-
enson, jr.

" MARY ELLIO i

Mrs. J. M. Finkle and family wish

“|Hett before her marriage was
Mary, Morton, dgughter of -the late

DEATH OF MRS.

Well Known 'l‘woed Lady Pass-
of . Away This Morning
A.fhr Twoegfm m-

Elliott, deceup&,pt 'm;’d, “died
this morning attor an illuess of a-
hul two weeks’ duration. Mrs. El-
Miss

Thos. Morton of Thomasburg, and

'lwas' born in ‘Huntingdon about 60

years ago. About 32 years ago she
was united in marriage t6 Mr. John
Elliott who predeceased her § years
ago. She leaves two sons to mourn
her loss, Clarence F. at home, and
James E., of Humbolt, Sask. Four
brothers and two slatsn, nlso sur-
S Jf‘s“”ww;; ;
k teyem. Weglef and R. A,

o’ Thomasburg and G. Allan Mor-
ton, Everett St., Belleville and Mrs.
Jas Brown and Miss Phoebe of
Thomasburg.

Mrs. Blliott was of a particularly
amiable disposition and was held in
the highest estgem by all who knew
her. She was a faithful member of
the Methodist church - and always
took a deep. interest in all raligious
activity. She will be yeatly miss-
ed by a large circle of friends and
neighbors who always found m her
a kind and sincere friend:. - A

The funeral will be held on 'l‘hnts-
day afternoon at 2 p.m. from - the
family residence. The ‘Ontario joins

CHARLES BIRCH WOUNDED
Charles Birch of Trenton is today
reported wounded.

with a large circle of ‘friemds in ex-

itending sympathy to those who are

left to- mourn her loss: .
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LADIES’ SU

THAT ARE ..
WONDERFUL VALles A’l‘

’
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up of fine Serge, in colo s of Blacﬁ
Brown and Navy. The Suis Coat
is pleated at back with large sail-
or collar, belt and two patch pock-
ets, back ’of belt and 4corners of

-of coliur being neﬁ!y Embroide ed
with Gold thread. Skirts pleated
ot sides, with belt at waist, Sives
16, 18, 86, 38 and 40-—and exception’
al values at $20.00.

This special Suit Model is made
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WE SHOW LADIES' SUIT
FROM $ll 95 to $50.0&

Ladies’ Serge
DRESSES
$15.00

at

" At this low price we shot,pll ﬂh
" atest pleated effécts. ‘Made of fine
Serges in the Newest Style ‘tend”
encies, narrow box pleats, collar §
and cuffs of Oream Flanuel, belt |
and Swaist. trimaned. with white |
Buttons.
Navy and Brown,

A w

The colors are Qh& i
specia

“very -,

$15.00.

, Others me $10 to. $20

i
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b Bei ofBr.a'rarreu.' ]
\top mt?belt, shirrred side :xoe S
tra special at- £10.50.

“Other pnced $10, 50, susn,ua.m ;a ;usm[

deﬂrtmmt
L oAld. St cnsrles,




