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Mpr. Speaker, Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen :—

The circumstances under which we assemble appear to me to warrant the
congratulations whicl it is accordingly my pleasing duty to offer to you upon the
peaceful and prosperous state of the Colony and the flourighing condition of its
finances, which bave been so productive during the past vear as to afford convin-
cing proof of the beneficial operation of the existing tariff of duties.

Of the large amount vated for the construction and repair of Roads and
Bridges during the last two Sessions, a lurge po:tion hasalready been expended,
and so much of benefit and satisfaction has been afforded by the outlay which
lias taken place under this head of service, as would appear to suggest the expe-
diency of some further appropriation, as well for the completion of any lines of
Roads fer which adequate means may not have been provided, as for the open-
ing of others—ina word, in aid of an objgct which, while it secures to the Colo-
ny the inestimable udvant‘ﬁ'ge ol gqod communications, also affurds to a lurze por-
tion of its poorer classes all that industey can require, viz. employment, with rea-
sonable remuneration; at those seasons of the year vhen it would not otherwiso
be attainable.—~The money thus expendéd becomes, inreality, a vote for the re-
lief of the hieads of puor fantlies, afforded to them in tiie manner most advanta-
geous to tha publie iﬁteré.ifsg and,-at the same thime, thost ‘satisfﬁctory to their
own feelings "ty{’independencc—lt_ may, in fact, be viewed as'a patriotic invest-
ment of your surptus funds in the most'useful and beneficial fofm, and of which
the return is'large-and well assured. '

The accounts of the expenditure under this head will be laid before you, and
wi.l, I doubt not, shew that it-hds been judiciously and economically made.

Of the increased tendency to agricultural pursuits, op the part of the Inha-
bitants of this ancient and jnteresting Colony, less equivocal or more satisfactory
proofs can scarcely be referred to than those which will be found in the returns,
which will be laid belore you, ot Sales of Waste Lands which have recently been
effected under the new Lapd 8ill, and-which, though comparatively inconsidera-
ble in their amount, nevertheless exhibit a nearly fenfeld inerease in the yalue
of such ‘Lands in the district of « Avalod ”"since the passing of that Bill—a result
which must be regarded’as ahrost wholly referable to the great improvement
of the - Rufds and Commiinications which has been effgcted through your enlighte;
ened and patrjotic liberality.—With reference to this Bill, amendments of three
of its Clauses have been suggested by the Right Honourable the Secretary - of
State, which will, I doubt not, receive your respectful attention.—1In strict.con-
nection witk this subject, 1 would express a hope that the ** Agricuitwal Socie-
ty*’ will receive such a share of your encouragement and support as may enable
it to extend its operations, and thereby to conler increased benefits upog the Co-

lony —An account of the expenditure of the sums already granted to that Asso-
ciation will be laid before you. '

The Report of the Inspector of Schools, while it will, Itrust, satisly you that
great 'benefits have been derived from your liberal appropriations in aid of Ele-’
mentary Edacation, will also indicate the necessity which appears to exist-for
the extension of those brnefits to many parts of the Colony which do not at pre-
sent pussess them—-Accordingly,. 1 reccornmend this subject to your considera-
tion.’ ' ' ' '

~ The question of the Fisheries, both asrespects Foreien interference and the
lines of delimiiation within which the French are permitted, by Treaties, to take



