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What Canada Needs
A view of the. reforms necessary to develop Canada into a prosperous democracy

By J. A. Stevenson

July 19, 1916

Tkm remain» the question «Sat to do ailk the 
luif la a «arripa world complete Vtrr Trade, 
however desirable aa aa ideal «Ckerne, ie uothiak 
able la practical politics, and la the writer's oj.la 
ioe «estera op|wseste of Ike monstrous svslriu of 
|duader «• >0 disguised under Ike name of tariff 
would do Well to 'hose the liar of least reeistanee 
la adturaliag a red «et loa by rapid annual steps 
of the usjust tales levied agaiest Hriliah imports 
to a very modeet basis The jear has served to 
•apeee the nrorkv dept he of the patriotism of maay 
of oar leadieg maaafartorero they were out for 
private pleader from the very (rat and their dlvi 
deed dee la rat lone are a greater teotimoov to their 
booléens «rumen thaa their publie e|int The re 
searekee of the fluff Meredith eomminsioe have al 
ready kbows that four of our foremost steel maau 
fart uteri were williag to entrant from the Mnlieh 
authorities a prie# almost double that to whleh 
IJeyd fleorge « es peels have sow red need the value 
of their produr ta The milk a ad water pilgrimage 
of the flavidsoa rommieatua revealed at every all 
Hag that the greed of the average manufacturer 
was «imager thaa hie patriotism lobe «II privi­
leged oligarchies they have bow become «areason 
able la their demande; too long have they had 
.their day. aad other sections of the i.u.-mit» are 
now entitled to tardy consideration Id he all 
favored castes they have bow overstepped their 
bounds, aad public opinion now views their pro 
readings with suspicion

turer would keep them eternally barred and bolted 
Much is the ignore ace in tirent Britain of i.'aoa 

dian économie and political conditions that the C'a 
aadiaa protectionists have heretofore managed to 
bo accepted as the loyalist clement. Hut if they 
reeiet the change here outlined, will- the maaufac 
raring and inaacini interests of lirpat Britain 
eager to secure new markets in the hard times to 
come, not at last see thru the «elâsh shallow a son 
aad hypocrisy of our manufacturers' attitude aad 
■ raaa/sr their powerful indue seen is the press aad 
I'hambere of Commerce to the party which seeks 
to give freer areraa to British goods Will erueorn 
lets of Ik# tariff reform school ta tirent Britain 
Who have long claimed that trade «a» the truest 
bead of Umpire, dare to criticise the new policy f 
It meet alee be remembered that Ureal Britain may 
posai Wv have a tariff herself, aad the old object loo 
I hat Free Trade with Greet Britain meant Free 
Trade with the world will be removed. Truly a 
golden opportunity awaits the westers radical to 
serve the Empire aad the British commonwealth at 
the same stroke The only objection is that there 
might he la lime a diminution of the relative im 
portance of Toronto aad Hamilton ie our national 
life, but this calamity can bn boras with some 
tranquility.

Patriotism Vs Freffta
If western radicals use their opportunities they 

can put the «estera prelection late in the aad dllem 
ma af betag forced either to abandon their claim 
to a maaapeoly of Imperial loyalty or, if the latter 
la tee precious to lane, la give up their family pre 
serves of closed domestic markets Them has been 
already murk fake talk aad a few airy schemes 
for aa organic uaioa af the British Empire, to be 
coeeamsealed so the coming of penes, and Mr Bor 
dee nad hie Colleagues have bestowed oa thorn s 
half hearted blueing The moment that sock pro' 
poaale are put late concrete farm either before the 
(Minus parliament or elsewhere, weed ere radicals 
must demand as a necessary accompaniment of «si 
political aatua complete Free Trade between the 
units and. If this eminently sen# plea a die 
regarded, promise their whole hearted opposition to 
nay each scheme Can there be pointed out nay 
Federal uaioa which allons t ■
between Its component stales 1 If the felled Mates 
end lleemeny have forbidden the esleteece of cas 
lorn houses aa the boundaries of their unite, why 
should the British esm mow wealth permit them!

• point home sternly aad both Mr Hordes 
end all the serried hosts af Imperialist eastern pro 
tec 11 sal els. «# whom Mr John Willwee w the bell 
wether, am left ie a desperate quandary They 
will thee have to make the sorrowful reef «selon 
that local protection mm to hound up with local 
sat i son! mm. aad Ike Canadien peut «et tea ist can 
never be a belter friend of Great Britain than a 
western gnu grower the grsis grower eeeld fain 
•pevdlc leurs of the Canadian market to the mane 
facturera af lb# motherland, |b# eastern maaufac

As thing# nr# at pressât our commonwealth oaf 
fers from eareaoive industrialism and a dearth of 
rural population tier generals in Frnae# lad it 
hard t«* make 1rs! dans soldiers out of a slum bred 
population, nad it •• al-uadaatlv clear that our moot 
urgent reform in la settle ee the land a larger pro 
portion of oar people This will be attempted both 
in Britain nad la f’aasda, but the attempt will fail 
sateen mere equitable renditions are graalml la 
the settler " In Kagtaad mere equitable conditions 
mean the breaking up of the big estates aad the 
abolition af th# game lane; in Canada they spell 
abolition of' the tariff burden» end diminution «f 
railway rates All whs strive for the elle» 
of the «listing tariff harden» will be ins friends 
of the British commonwealth Furthermore, a truly 
radical program should include a meneur» foc pr», 
v id lag for n careful laepeetlee af all company bin 
lion I# prevent the node» watering of slock, sad 
there » ee valid roams why the Mention of «arses 
prédis should not prevail in pence limas «a well 
as in war.

Mauonnlu# the Ball ways
The railway problem demands immédiat# sole 

tien by n comprehensive plan ll new annum in 
«« liable that the polie > of supporting by annual 
delee lbs OLM.IL «ad G T F systems sad same 
to a summary end la complete aatioodfaatinu. In 
thee event N is d^btfel if th# CF H w*dl-l he will 
mg Is compete with e government owned system.' 
probably they would demand M he included la I he 
eniieeelieatlee scheme As it news almost certain 
that British railway» will be nnllonsliied after the 
war. end the railways of Australia New f-y‘ind 
nad Mouth Africa ere all state owned undertaking», 
sat man Inal mu of the whets of the I'anadiae rail 
way» would round thing» off and enable a eeerdie

etc-! scale of thru rates to be established in the 
British Kmpire; we ran learn a great deal from 
Germany in the regulation of trade by railway 
tariffs. With the railway rates reduced to a ease 
basis reformers can then proceed t„ tackle'the quee 
lion of ocean freight rates In the |>a»t the avarice 
of the shipping trade has beea notorious, sad its 
proCtsoriag activities have beea catrrmely diftrult 
to regulate The Veiled Males recently planned e 
state owned commercial marine, and the British 
commons «with might do welt to create a public 
nier»snule service as a counterpart to their magsi 
■cent envy. Good and cheap c«e»o»un lent lows are 
a «irai aerreeity for the revival of our trade, sad 
the system which provides them should be promoted 
from the «talus of a orolt saving business to that 
of e public service.

Himultaasoualy there should be another improve 
meal af the satire system of communication nad 
1rs a spec l, by a greet esteweiee ef th# utility of the 
parcels | Ant There should, fee, be e development 
of the present money orders and postal notes into 
a wide spreading national and international ma 
chteery of public remittance which would reduce 
the monopoly of the banks aad eaprasa companion 
Th# peel offer savings banks, if Mmlal checks were 
adopted could easily be transferred into a common 
bank service ns universal aad popular as the 

telephone

Co operative Credit
The supply ef capital rwastilales a more difdcwtt 

problem, sad after th# war the people of th# Us 
mialoe will clamor for it far a variety of purposes 
In th# old days it was a «earned that the public 
well being was beet served by capital falling into 
the heads of those who I*id the highest price for 
its use. and little regard was pa hi to Its ultimate 
destination Is the old system to continue, or in 
there to be seen# attempt to divert capital lehn 
channels must useful la the national welfare From 
I be national viewpoint, sgrtcuHnre has the Irst 
claim u|e»e capital, and lb# time baa new come 
when I hi stale meet undertake the provision ef 
rural «redits The question is a live nee la every 
quarter of Canada, aad half a doles piovieeial gov 
crament» are engaged la working out plane If the 
State raa guarantee beads for Messrs McKeurie A 
Msaa. surely ll raa perform a similar servie# for 
organised cooperative varieties of farmers. Al 
present la veut meat ie Great Britain la ytnrtlv rege 
lated by the Iren»wry, and maay people advocate 
that special I nasties should be imposed henceforth 
aa latent meals outside lb# bound» of th# British 
Empire, or that rem materne shun id be given Ie la 
< rot meats wilhia lie herders Would M M bt 

■tap further let ■ estera 
refarmers ash the British gov srnmeul la return for 
lb# better teras to Canadian market a. which they 
hope te -offer, that rebel aw af laualiee—ee 
d else hie la view of the heavy income lag 
be'grasksd aa money IS vested la beea Sde ee spur 
st^ve credit esc let lee la lb# dominions tine# mere 
let It he emphasised that lb# supreme need af the 
commas wealth is th# rapid increase la oar rural aad 
village population, sad nothing eeeld tuns mer# I# 

leweiebr IT


