infection.”

Ireland, especially in Dublin, in 1866-67.

Chamber's Encyclopmdia, was as follows :
A healthy medical student, aged 19, re-
siding in Dublin, fell ill with chil iness
and malaise about moon on March 18,
1866. ‘When he was visited in the even-
ing, it was found that he bad vomited
frequently and was very prostrate ; purple
blotches appeared ¢n his skin during the
night, and about noon next day, he sud-
denly fell into stupor, and was dead at
two, or about 26 hours from the apparent
commencement of the symptoms. ' Drs.
Stokes aud Benson, who, with Mr. Croly,
saw the case, at once recognized it as pre-
senting a novel type of disease. - A girl,
‘aged 18, presented similar symptoms on
April 2, but recovered. Fatal cases were
recorded on May 12, 13 and 17. Accord-
ing to Dr. Mapother—from whose excel-
lent Report **On the Malignant Purple
Fever Epidemic in lreland,” read before
the Epidemiological Society in July, 1867,
the materials of this article are almost
entirely drawn— it appears that 63 fatal
cases had been registered (up to July) in
the Dublin district, exclusive of eight
deaths amongst soldiers.  This able phy-
sicisn gives the following description of
the symptoms, which includes two types

mpect he agrees with the American
A ers. In the graver, life is npidly
inguished as if by a blood-poison ; in

ion of the cerebro-spinal axis, or
pmbranes, Dr. Stokes, however,
g these latter phenomena as se-
“sondary; to the essential disease, and
b.m they will always appear, if
the | llq. long enough for their

relopthent.:  The earliest symptoms are
ohilliniq und a seuse of . impending
danger, and vomiting of a persistent
character soon follows. There is consti-
pation until shortly before doath, when
the evacuations are involuntarily dis-
charged. The. tongue is dry; the pulse
abnormally compressible, and usually over
100. The dark purple, blotches, caused
by the escape of dissolved hwmatin
(coloring matter of the blood) from the
smaller vessels, are situated in and under
the true skin of the legs, hands, fwe,
back and neck. - These patches vary in
size from that of a pin’s head to that of a
walnut, and are often sufficiently raised to
be detected by the.touch. = The skin is
dusky and moist, sometimes even bathed
in sweat.  In some cases, stupor, énd in
others, delirnum and intense restlessness,
are the forerunners of death. = .The
rapidity with which this disease runs its
course is appalling. A healthy boy, aged

in this time o! 80 M Me sud |

The Black Death oaund much nlnrm in

The history of. the disease, according to

of very different severity, and in this|

‘milder, the symptoms-are those of

investigated w cases, l‘ :
within 24 hours. O!thuocud,ﬁl

very strongly to the disease. No position
in life affords "exemption ; one young
nobleman, three medical students, two
undergraduates and several inhabitants of
the lowest hovels--the seats of typhusand
cholera—were amongst the victims.

?

found equally unavailing. The external
as advocated in various forms of disease by
Dr. Chapman, deserves a trial, Dr.
Mapother suggests that the disease is due,
like scurvy. to the wantof fresh vegetables
as an article of food ; and if this view is
correct, it is satisfactory to feel that if
this terrible malady is incurable, it is at
all ovents preventable. A few cases of
this disease have been recorded as ocour-
ring quite recently im various parts of
England.
passed unnoticed “but for the Dublin
epidemic.
The Commercial Joumal in its last
issue, writing of a pussible visitation
of this most fatal disease, says: *“‘We:
cannot wellafford to have it here ; -but if we
areto keep clear of it, we must adoptallthe
necessary precautions. = Like smallpox
and cholera, it has its habitat in filth
and squalor, though when it once pre-
sents itself it is not slow to take hold of
those. whose constitutions or conditions
are such as to predispose them to take
any infectious or contagious disease. We
are all of us aware what smallpox has
done in well regulated communities when
once it was imported into them.

moral of all this is *clean up !’ ere
is said to be a skeleton in every closet
and there are few houses in of about
which there is not something that has a
decided tendency to emcourage disease.
The health mspectors, acting under-the
directions of the able and energetic medi-
cal health officer, Dr. George Duncan,
are certain to double their vigilance—if
that be possible—in the way of purging
and purifying the city ; while household-
ers themselves ought not to need any
urging in this direction. Every house
should be set in thorough order and every
individual should consider it to be his
duty to himself and to his ueighbors to
keep himself in that physical condition
which should prevent the existence in or
about him of any predisposing causes.
Moreover, we have urged so ‘persist:
ently that the suggestion has become al-
most gray-bearded, that the quarantine
regulations be far more vigorously carried
out than they 'have ‘been, and we do a0
again, Neither the Empresses nor any
other vessels should bave a mere formal

10} years, sank in less than five hours

females and 20 males. Youth ptdhpo.u

With ngud to treatmeunt, almost every
kind has been tried, snd each has been

application of cold to the spine and head, |

They would probably have | i
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in other ways contributes to that ob

in & sobstantis]l manner. Cauada

rights in this matter that ought to
and

othammm&'w
on to & very large extent. Thore
positively no excuse for such a Chine
| custom on the. part of white men, v
are perhaps the most vehemeut abe
ol the Chinaman,: I know white m
here who send- east for their very a
mdnoh.ui ‘be the-very
”&duahmﬁ

the mk..»-ugw -qd'w ‘
Jabor, there. is no-reason, under the ci
cumstances, why the woney should t
sent out of the country.  Just st
- momenty ‘there is before me

¢
- t

ol
and Ottaws'; the uames com
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