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in this time of so greet • plague
infection. "

aud

The Black Death caused much alarm in 
Ireland, especially in Dublin, in 1866-67. 
The history of the disease, according to 
Chamber’s Encyolopwdfo, was as follows : 
A healthy medical student, aged 18, re
siding in Dublin, fell ill with chil inese 
and inalaite about noon on March 48, 
1H66. When he was visited in the even
ing, it was found that he bad vomited 
frequently and was very proetrate ; purple 
blotches appeared • n his skin during the 
night, aud about noon next day, he sud
denly fell into stupor, and was deed at 
two, or about 26 hours from the apparent 
commencement of the symptoms. Dm. 
Stokes aud Benson, who, with Mr. Croly, 
saw the case, at once recognised it as pre
senting a novel type of disease. A girl, 
aged 18, presented similar symptoms on 
April 2, but recovered. Fatal cases were 
recorded on May 12,13 and 17. Accord
ing to Dr. Mapother—from whose excel
lent Report “ On the Malignant Purple 
Fever Epidemic in Ireland," read before 
the Epidemiological Society in July, 1867, 
the materials of this Article are almost 
entirely drawn— it appears that 63 fatal 
cases had been registered (up to July) to 
the Dublin district, exclusive of eight 
deaths amongst soldiers. This able phy- 
sieitn gives the following description of 
the symptoms, which ineludee two types 
of very different severity, and in this 
respect he agrees with the American 

vers. In the graver, life is rapidly 
liahed as if by a blood-poison ; to 

milder, the symptoms-are those of 
jn of the eerebro-spinal axis, or 

ib-anes. Dr. Stokes, However, 
these latter phenomena as se- 

sry to the essential disease, and 
believeg that they will always appear, if 
the pstient liges long enough for their 
development The earliest symptoms are 
chilliness and a sense of impending 
danger, and vomiting of a persistent 
character soon follows. There is consti
pation until shortly before death, when 
tiie evacuations are involuntarily dis
charged. The tongue is dry; the pulse 
abnormally compressible, and usually over 
100. The dark purple, blotches, caused 
by the escape of dissolved bematto 
(coloring matter of the blood) from the 
smaller reasels, are situated in and under 
the true skin of the legs, hands, face, 
back and nock. These patches vary to 
size from that of a pin's bead to that of a 
walnut, and are often sufficiently raised to 
be detected by the touch. The skin is 
dusky and moist, sometimes even bathed 
in sweat. In some cases, stupor, and to 
Others, delirium and intense restlessness, 
are the forerunners of death. The 
rapidity with which this disease runs its 
course is appalling. A healthy boy, aged 
10* yearn, sank to lees than five hours

from the time of his seizure ; and of 41 
investigated fatal eases, 14 terminated
within 24 hours. Of theee cases, 81 were 
females and 20 males. Youth predisposes 
very strongly to the disease. No position 
to life »ffords exemption; one young 
nobleman, three medical students, two 
undergraduates and several inhabitants of 
the lowest hovels—the seats of typhus and 

| cholera—were amongst the victime.
With regard to treatment, almost every 

kind haa been trird, end each has been 
found equally unavailing. The external 
application of cold to the epine and head, 
as advocated in various forma of disease by 
Dr. Chapman, deserves a trial Dr. 
Mapother suggests that the disease is due, 

[like scurvy, to the wantof fresh vegetables 
as an article of food.; and if this view is 

I correct, it ia satisfactory to feel that if 
this terrible malady ia incurable, It ia at 

| all events preventable. A few oeeee of 
this disease have been recorded as ooour- 
ring quite recently in various parts of 
England. They would probably have 

iseed unnoticed -but for the Dublin 
| epidemic.

The Commercial Journal, in its last 
issue, writing of a possible visitation 
of this moat fatal dieeaee, says ; “We- 
cannot well sfford to have.it here ; -but if we 
areto keep cleat of it, we must adoptallthe 
necessary precautions. Like smallpox 
and cholera, it haa its habitat to filth 
and squalor, though when it once pre
sents itself it is not slow to take hold of 
those whoee constitutions or condition» 
are such as to predispose them to take 
any infectious or contagious disease. We 
are all of us swsre what amallpox has 
done hi well regulated communities when 
once it was imported into them, 
moral of all this ia ‘ clean Up 1' 
ia said to be a skeleton in every cloeet 
and there are few houses in of about 
which there is not something that haa a 
decided tendency to encourage disease. 
The health inspectors, acting under-the 
directions of the able and energetic medi
cal health officer, Dr. George Duncan, 
are certain to doable their vigilanoe—if 
that be possible—in the way of purging 
and purifying the city ; while household
er» themselves ought not to need sny 
urging to this direction. Every house 
should be set to thorough order and every 
individual should consider it to be his 
duty to himself and to hi* neighbors to 
keep himself in that physical condition 
which should prevent the existence in or 
about him of any predisposing causes. 
Moreover, we have urged so persist
ently that the suggestion has become al
most gray-bearded, that the quarantine 
regulations be far more vigorously carried 
out than they have been, and we do so 
again. Neither the Empresse» nor any 
other vessels should have a mere formal 
and perfunctory inspection by the quar-1

oogbiy
oeet of t
nr* the owners or

hold ti,.
someday there will bee terrible, 
ing. In view of pest experiences, we 
not wonder the disfavor to which 
Chinese and Japanese are held by m. 
people ; but we think that the qusnJ 
system and its administration i, 
more to Name than they are for the I 
experiences which we have had/

Oui. Prior to entitled to thanks for | 
manner in whibh he haa protested i 
the employment of Chinese open 
Eequimalt Fortifications. He brought! 
the subject in the Dominion Housej 
Parliament, the result being that 
Imperial authori toe were commun 
with. Their reply was little short | 
insulting, aud wee, it appears, to 
effect that the British Government j 
paying for the fortification and will < 
tinue to employ any labor it sees 
But the British Government does 
furnish all the fonda. Canada 
considerable amount for the purpoee i 
in ether ways contributes to that 
in a substantial manner. Canada 
right» in this matter that ought to 
considered and it > highly to be 
gretted that the Home authoritiee i 
reply to Canadian representations is j 
discourteous a manner.

jh slightly on the decrease 
_ unpatriotic and reprehensible 

tice of sending east few clothing 
other necessarv articles, is ' still M 
on to a very large extent There 
positively no exonse for such a Chin 
custom on the part of white men, wl 
are perhaps the most vehement at 
of the Chinaman. I know white 
here who send east for their very i 
and socks, and yet will be tiwvery fir 
to denounce the Oriental as » hurtfd 
being who takes all he ean out of 
country and spends as little ss he< 
to it In the present state of busine 
prices have foUen as low es, sod in ms 
eases lower than eastern figures, end i 
the workmanship is equal to 
labor, there is no reason, under the oil 
cumetancee, why the money should 
sent out of the oountiy. Ju|t at i 
present moment, there is before me 
list of people who- have this year g- 
tbeir clothing from Montreal, Toron 
and Ottawa; the names comprising th 
list are not thoee of poor men, but 
persons to good positions, principally 
professional circles ; men presumably u 
receipt of good incomes derived 
oatlinM which are ntterty dependent


