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Most of obr readers are aware of the 
serious accident which occurred in our 
office last week. Its occurrence will ex­
plain the use of a greater variety of 
type than is usual. In a short time we 
hope to be relieved from the inconveni­
ence to which such a mixture of type 
haa^eubjected us.

II
EASTER 1IME.

The observance of Buster hue itp 
special purpose. It teaches no new 
truth ; it only recalls the old and 
ever precious facts that Christ died 
for our sins and rose again for onr 
justification. Again and again, as 
we take our places at the Lord’s ta­
ble, are these great facts presented, 

t but it is, nevertheless, well that a 
spécial season should be devoted to 
thoughts of Him who “ trod the 
winepress alone," and to a consider­
ation of the “exceeding greatness • 
•f his power to us-ward who believe, , 
According to the working of his 
mighty power, which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places." In 
him who thus seizes the present sea­
son for its intended purpose will 
he answered the prayer of Panl,
“ that I may know him and the pow­
er of his resurrection."

Let us seek carefhl preparation. 
Intimate communion with heaven 
strangely quickens our spiritual 
perception. A waiting attitude 
permits many a message from the 
Spirit to reach the heart, which 
would be lost by him who worship# 
with half-averted gaze. Faith in 

"lively exercise rather than reasoning 
powers in rare vigor will prepare 
our hearts to burn within us while 
Christ talks with us by the way. 
Not that the resurrection of Christ 
may not be a matter of argument. 
The best human work upon it is 
that of one who set out with the 
intention of arguing it down, but 
returned to confess himself over­
whelmed by the weight of the ar- 
gsments in ffcvorof this tremendous 
tact But it is well to remember that 
ihe first message of the risen Saviour 
was given, not to Thomas who ar­
gued concerning the reality of the 
resurrection, or to Cleopas who 
reasoned as to its effect upon Jew­
ish politics, but to that Mary who 
uloved much" because much had 
been forgiven, and in unreasoning 
lhi th onlyrcned out, “ Master I” as 
•Kc recognized tier Lord and pros­
trated herself at his feet.

Let us get behind all customs and 
observances, behind even the rflXisic 
and the songs, which may thicken 
into an intercepting screen. We 
do not cross the yards of our ships 
on (ioud Friday; few perhaps of our 
rende s will introduce into church 
or home any special marks of re­
joicing or mourning, yet in the pre­
sence of even the simpler social 
forms of observance the resurrec­
tion may dwindle down into a trifling 
matter. Far be it from us to coun­
sel the rigorous exclusion of all 
tokens of remembrance of the sea­
son, but we may nevertheless re­
mark that the earnest Christian 
needs no such aids to the imagina­
tion or memory. Let him but read 
afresh the wondrous story, and ex­
amine himself to see how far that 
Mfe, that death and resurrection 
bave wrought their intended pur­
pose in his case, and anon he will 
bow low at his Saviour’s feet in hu­
miliation, and anon burst forth into 
true Raster adoration.

The great lessons of this season 
adapt tbemsCfveff to mortals of all 
•lusses and circumstances. Does 
any thoughtful man hesitate at the 
«laims preferred by Christ in his 
life ? By Christ’s death and resur­
rection all these claims are confirm- 
ad. Do joyous emotions seem to be 
in strange contrast with the ab­
sence of some who have gone 
into the durâmes of death ? On 
"•hat resurrection morning when 
the stone was robed back and 
Jesas arose, “the world for the 
ftwt time laid its hand with abso­

lute certainty upon a future life.” 
Correspondent» inform us that 
« gome havefouqd Christ and others 
are yet seeking him.” The seeker 
should remember that Christ’s re­
surrection is repeated in every re­
generated heart and that his ap­
pearance to any seeking soul will 
give a current, real value to the 
Easter fact, making it no less im­
pressive to the child of God to-day 
than to the ancient saint. Happy 
those in whoee hearts his resurrec­
tion’s power shall be thus displayed.

An invigorated faith should be 
dated from this season; a living 
Christ should bo the source of a 
stronger hope. A simpiy orthodox 
creed does not constitute a Christian; 
a living, indwelling Christ is the 
secret ofreal.life. Correct opinions 
are of untold importance, but they 
must be made vital and powerful by 
the personal relation of the believer 
to Christ. Very intimate may that 
relation be. It is told of the “Vener­
able Bede ” that as he one evening 
at an unusually late hour laid aside 
hie pen, which be was using in hie 
Master’s work, bia attendants look­
ed to see him engage at length in 
bis usual devotions. Bnt the vener­
able man, reverently raising his 
eyes to heaven, simply said, “ Dear 
Lord, thou knowest that I love thee ; 
we are on the same good terms," 
and in a few moments he was slum­
bering as quietly as a little child. 
A sweet faith in a living Saviour 
was bis. There was nothing ab­
stract or formal about it ; it was 
his heart touching the heart of 
Jesus, who was to him a living—ever 
living—Redeemer and Friend.

To a similar apprehension of the 
living Christ should this Easter an­
niversary lead us.

) adviser, wae fortunate business, the Religious In- 
out who wad W J ieUigencef indignantly says : “ That

BEYOND STATISTICS.

A good judge of human nature 
once remarked that men are apt in 
their criticisms of others to em­
phasize their own weakness. Our 
Episcopal contemporary in this city 
seems to have done this recently in 
some remarks upon Count di Cam- 
pel lo. A rumor to the effect that 
the Count had made advances to the 
Archbishop of Canterbuiy has 
thrown our contemporary off his 
guard, and led him to express a fear 
that by such an act the Count might 
forfeit the favorable opinions pre­
viously expressed concerning him 
by the Methodists.

One or two facta have been for­
gotten by our neighbor. The first 
is that the earliest intimation of 
Count di Campello’s intention to 
enter the field of journalism was 
given to the public by his friend, Dr. 
Vernon,Superintendent of American 
Methodist missions in Italy, and 
was copied from American Metho­
dist journals into our own. The sec­
ond, and by far the more important 
fact is that Methodists can rejoice in 
the freedom of men from error, and 
the salvation of men from sin, though 
their names may never go to swell 
the number of declared adherents. 
One of the chief causes of satisfac­
tion in a review of the history of 
Methodism is the influence she has 
exerted upon other branches of the 
Church. Glimpses of the results of 
this influence upon others are often 
caught in spite of the efforts made 
to conceal it by those who have 
reaped the benefit.

Take for instance the case of Hed- 
ley Vicars, whose life was but the 
sequel of his father’s. Hedley V i- 
cars, by a right-about-face move­
ment, became a Christian in this 
garrison, but his biographer has not 
forgotten to connect his conversion 
with a dying father’s prayer. That 
father, as a young lieutenant, land­
ed in St. John’s, Nfld., a sceptic, 
bat there met the Rev. Geo. Cubitt, 
a young Wesleyan minister, who led 
him to orthodoxy and to Christ, 
and introduced him into the home 
where he found a Christian wife. 
And when, many years after, he lay 
dying in. an Irish garrison town, the 
Wesleyan Superintendent of Irish 
missions visited him and found him 
faithful unto death. Nor should it 
be forgotten that the garrison chap­
lain, in whom in this city hie eon

into clear Gospel light through the 
agency of a Wesleyan minister who 
is said to have tfjmfiwded him from 
his proposed plhh of leaving the 
Episcopal for the Wesleyan minis­
try. ft may not be amiss either to 
remark that a passage in a letter 
from Hedley Vicars to his mother, 
from Chobbam Camp: “Oh, the 
comfort of meeting with a child of 
God when Satan has been assailing 
yon and tempting-, you to- despair 1 
We knelt on the ground and leaning 
against the tent-pole prayed togeth­
er,” was called forth by the visit of a 
home missionary who had previous­
ly been a Methodist evangelist in 
Cork, and a memorial of whom re­
cently appeared in the Irish Metho­
dist paper. With Mr. Rigley he 
found time, with all his care in the 
Crimea, to correspond as well as 
with those near and dear to him. Yet 
who, in1" Miss Marsh’s excellent 
memoir, finds any reference to these 
facts, of which there is abundant 
proof.

Or, take the well-known narrative 
of the Dairyman's Daughter, by 
Legh Richmond. Few even among 
Methodists are now aware of the 
tact, to which Mi-. Richmond makes 
not the most remote reference, that 
Elizabeth Wall bridge was a member 
of the Methodist Church—that the 
once gay servant, who had gone to 
the house of God in a spirit of pride, 
had been converted through the ser­
mon of a Methodist minister on “Be 
ye clothed with humility," and had 
thus been prepared for that happy 
death which Mr. Richmond has so 
beautifully described. Perhaps the 
concealment is better than the rev­
elation. In one case the revelation 
made to a visitor to that quiet grave 
in the Isle of Wight had a sad effect. 
It led a young Episcopal minister 
suddenly to lose his interest in the 
spot, to drop the gathered grasses 
intended for relics, and to beat a re­
treat not less hasty than that of an 
American seeker after the tomb of 
Gray, of the “Elegy," who dis­
covered to his great surprise that 
he had been weeping in the wrong 
graveyard ! We fear from the ex­
pression in the Guardian in refer­
ence to Connt di Campello, that 
somebody else might in similar cir­
cumstances have acted like that 
young clergyman.

It is no small honor to Methodism 
that an American Methodist minis­
ters should have been an agent in 
leading Campello to his present pos­
ition. It is, perhaps true, as 
the Erangeliste remarks, in refer­
ence to his letter in the Paris 
Temp», that “the ex-Canon stops 
where Faiher Hyacinthe stops,” yet 
it is a great blessing that one with 
such accomplishments and influence 
should be led to break thoroughly 
with the Papal Church. Having 
helped him thus far Methodists can 
afford to leave his future movements 
with the Head of the Church. Al­
ready they have a noble Laud of la­
borers gathered from the Roman 
Catholic priesth'Mxl in Italy. If 
Campe1 lo, unable to Use his voice 
with effect, can use his pen for the 
regeneration of Italy, we shall wish 
him unlimited success, under what­
ever auspices he may labor.

his bflier Is arbitrary and very un­
justifiable there can be no doubt. 
Hie- attitude toward the Canada 
Temperance Act has been hostile 
from the first, so openly and persis­
tently hostile that he alone of all the 
judges is appealed to when the rum 
party is in an extremity, and he has 
never failed to give them all the 
help in his power." The present re­
sult of the injunction served upon 
Judge Watters is the postponement 
of any further hearing in the case 
until the 7th of August. A St. John 
paper states that the probable effect 
ofthis action,nomatterhowsummar- 
ily it may be dealt with by the super­
ior courts, will be to give the liquor 
dealers of St. John licences for two 
years more. How much of moral 
and spiritual wreck and ruin are 
thus provided for who can tell ? 
Ooe thinks of the prayer of Father 
Taylor, or some one like-minded, 
“ Give ua rulers that we can pray 
for." It is a satisfaction to know 
that such action generally precedes 
an early and final downfall.

In spite of the efforts made by 
certain ecclesiastics to control the 
public conscience, common sense 
has triumphed in the ease of the 
bill to legalize marriage with a 
deceased wife’s sister. It has gen­
erally been believed that the bill 
would be passed by the Senate of 
the Dominion, but its previous re­
jection by a single vote caused the 
expectation of a quite small majori­
ty. The bill, however, has passed 
its second reading in the Senate by 
a most decisive vote of 40 to 19. A 
threat of appeal to the Governor- 
Geeeral and, failing there, to the 
Queen, will amount to little. In 
Canada as in Australia, a disability 
which has no foundation in Holy 
Scripture, and which has placed 
many most worthy people in 
a questionable relation to the 
lawj will be henceforth and 
for ever removed. It is not at all 
impossible that the action of her 
colonies will strengthen the al­
ready powerful movement in Eng­
land towards a similar reform.

The more intelligent class of Am­
erican citizens has deeply felt the 
action of the National Representa­
tives on the bill for the exclusion of 
Chinese laborers. A single hope re­
mained—the hope that the Presi­
dent, in spite of the large majorities 
in both Houses, would place his veto 
upon the bill. Happily, the action 
of President Arthur has proved that 
there are cases in which the main­
tenance of the public honor ot the 
country may with safety depend- 
upon the “ Committee ot one." A 
two-thirds vote of both Houses, ne­
cessary to carry the measure over 
the President s veto, is not likely to 
be obtained. The credit of Ameri­
ca, and her influence in the East, 
which have hitherto been produc­
tive of much good, arc likely to be 
maintained.

At this moment of writing the 
final vote on the “ cloture ” resolu­
tion in the British Parliament has 
not been taken, but the division 
last week upon Mr Marriott’s 
amendment was a guarantee of its 
ultimate passage after a protracted 
straggle, though by a but narrow 
majority. It is unfortunate that in 
the British Parliament as elsewhere 
partizanship should sometimes tri­
umph over a regard for national 
interests. The New York Tribune 
says of the bill :

Mr. Gladstone’s original scheme 
provided that the motion to close 
the debate should be supported by 
more than a hundred or opposed by 
fewer than forty member*. That 
is to say, it could be carried by a 
vote of 201 to 200 or of 40 to 39. 
This would have given the party in 
power absolute control ot the House 
at all times, provided they could de­
pend upon the co-operation of the 
presiding officer. Mr. Gladstone 
subsequently |modified this rule by 
providing that the closure could not 
be ordered by fewer than 101 mem­
bers, even when the minority ran 
below 40. This was intended as a 
safeguard against the forced passage 
of bills or motion» in empty Hooees. 

judge who now stands before the The form to which the closure is 
public gaze as an abettor of this on- reduced is simply this : debate may

be cut short and a division ordered 
at the discretion of the presiding 
officer if the proposition be sanction­
ed by more than 200 members when 
the minority exceeds 40, or by more 
than 100 members when the minor­
ity is less than 40.

The expedient to restrict debate 
and to restore the efficacy of par­
liamentary procedure is simple, mo­
derate and reasonable. A eompe-

The friends of the Sabbath in Great 
Britain and on- the Continent have 
united to secure a union in prayer among 
Christians, from the 9th to the ltith of 
April, for the sanctification of the Sab- 
bath Day. The following subjects for 
prayer have been suggested by the com- 
mittee having thia matter in charge : 1 
That the advantages of One Day of 
in Seven may be duly and gratefully

tent majority of the Commons will i appreciated by all classes of society; 2 
have power to dispatch public busi- ! That Rulers and others in high places 
ness by controlling the course of ' may set an example of 
discussion and ordering divisions, vaace to the Nations which they gover 
This power will be exercised under 3 Thst ^ engaged in Pogt„0ffiJ
so many restrictions that there * j oD the Sabbath may soon have the 1ml 
no danger that the rights of minor- reat M „ Bnii„^ <n 
lties will ever suffer irum the arbi­
trary action of majorities. So far 
from its being a plot against free 
speech and individual liberty, it af­
fords the majority what it has not 
had since Obstruction tactics were 
introduced,adequate protection Irum 
the tyrannical caprices of a factious 
minority. ,

THE CLASS MEETING.

The following circular letter, 
which has been sent by a class-leader 
resident in the North of England to 
each of his members, deserves a wid­
er circulation;—

I am anxious that this New Year 
should be to each member of our 
class a very prosperous and happy 
one. Our class-meetings should.be 
more to us than they are. Note.— 
Ttiey will be just what we choose to 
make them. Let me urge you, 
therefore, to do your utmost during 
this year towards helping to make 
our class thoroughly effective in the 
four following particulars :—

(1.) As a union of Christians for 
the interchange of religious thought 
and feeling.—While this is an im­
portant element of a class-meeting, 
it is by no means its sole object, nor 
should it be it» sole employment

(2.) As a union of Christians for 
mutual help.—Members should not 
come empty-handed to the class in 
simple expectation of the good things 
that the leader is expected lo supply. 
The class should be looked upon as 
a Co-operative Association, and each 
member should be saving up during 
the week thoughts or extracts from 
sermons and books, which will fur­
nish useful contributions lo the gen­
eral stock.

(3.) As a union of Christians in 
Bible-rcading.—It is not only desir­
able but necessary that we should 
all read our Bibles daily and syste­
matically. 1 enclose a card contain­
ing Bible-read it ig “topics" for Use 
at class during the next two 
months

I particularly wish that you 
should mark your Bible as you road 
it, and bring il with you lo class. 
Thin habit will contribute largely 
towards ensuring a profitable class- 
meeting-

(4.) Union of Christians in Work­
ing.—There are two essentials to 
growth in grace. One is living in

rest a» is enjoyed in the General Post- 
Office, London; 4 That the Spirit of Qod 
msy be hugely poured out on the min- 
isters of the Gospel, that they may be ' 
the means of drawing the people from 
habits of Sabbath desecration, and from
every way of sin, intothe way of life. The
New York Sabbath Committee senJi1' 
out a circular desiring friends of the 
Sabbath in America tv join with Baro- 
pean Christians in this work of united 
prayer for the sanctification of the 
Lord’s Day.

An English paper says in reference to. 
one of the well-known customs rrmnert 
ed with Good Friday : “ In our time 
the day is marked, more popularly than 
by any other feature, by the eating of 
hut-cross buns. This trivial observance, 
however, is of immense antiquity. It 
is recorded in history that, sixteen cen­
turies before the Christian era, Caciors, 
one of the kings of Greece, offered opto 
the Divinity the sacred —m hrsei or ù 
bon, made of tine flour and honey. Thh 
cross consisted of two marks, represent­
ing the home of the eecriflcial os ; and 
the bon, with the same mark, was adopt­
ed by the early Christians, and used by 
them as the only food for the day of the 
crucifixion, because it contained, ready 
to hand, a symbol of that event In. 
some partso f England until quite W'J 
cently (and perhape even now !) some of 
these bun* were carefully preserved, i 
dried and grated, and used ss a medi- 

C^cine ; whilst others, of open cross work, 
were hung up as a charm to preserve the 
house from tire. ”

We have no idea to what special case, 
if any, the Fredericton Reporter refers in 
this description of a donation visit to a 
clergyman who, after fruitless attempts 
to get a salary long since due, is wetted 
upon by leading members of his congre­
gation and informed him of a donation 
visit to be paid at his bouse on a "»*«■» 
evening : “Hie wile works early and late 
preparing, and at the specified time the 
residents of every part of the district 
arrive, srowdiug the house up stairs and 
down. After they ha/e eaten as much 
provisions as would have been consumed 
by the family in six months, Squire 
Junes is made chairman and Trustee 
buiith, Secretary. A lung address is 
read conveying their appreciation of his 
labors, after which the chairman nerv- 

_ _ _ oualy steps to the front and hands the
the spirit of prayer, the other is p*retHi a “donation amounting toSll.- 
Working for the Muntvr. ^ If you aie jy. The report of the meeting sent to 
not already engaged in Sunday- 
school teaching, tract distribution, 
visiting the sick, or visiting from 
house to house for the Sabbath even­
ing services, l hope you will engage 
in some suuli work without delay.

In conclusion, let me urge upon 
you the importance of attending a 
place of worship every Sabbath

the newspapers invariably announces 
the recipient “too full for utterance" 
over such tangible proots of the gener­
osity of his Inends."

CURRENT TOPICS.
With the latest development in 

the Scott Act contest in St. John our 
readers are now generally familiar. 
As law-abiding citizens it must give 
them pain to feel how much of truth 
there may be in Punch's definition 
of a legal court as a “ place where a 
man gets a penny’s worth of justice 
for a pound’s worth of law." We 
presume that many thoughtful per­
sons will be aroused by Judge Wel­
don’s action in granting the request­
ed injunction to mark the length 
to which the advocates of the 
liquor traffic aie prepared to 
go. It will be fortunate if the 
temperance public are taught by 
this move that the discrimina­
tion made between the “ respecta­
ble" and the “ low" dealer in liquor 
has little foundation in fact. Of" the

(morning and evening,) -and also 
of attending at the lea>t, either the 1 0 
Wednesday7 evening service or the 
Friday evening prayer-meeting.— 
Methodist Recorder.

The Christian Messenger is quite 
equal to the task of setting its Presby­
terian neighbor right on the College 
question. We presume that the mat­
ter will be attended to. If the Witness 
did not “laugh inside’’ when stating 
that 11 the Presbyterians have been con­
strained to bear a very heavy burden 
for the common weal" in taking charge 
of Dalhousie, funds and all, we must be 
greatly mistaken. What we wish, how­
ever, to correct is the assertion of the 
Witness that our “ Wesleyan brother 
thinks it in order to have a shy at the 
poor Presbyterians.’’ In the first place 
our Presbyterian friends are not poor, 
and therefore there is no need that Pro­
vincial fund* should be used by them 
while denied to others. In the second 
place the Wesley ax has so highs regard 
fur Presbyterians in general that it is 
no pleasure b ut rather a positive pain to 
have to speak in the interests of right of 
the course pursued by the Presbyterians 
of Nova Scotia in this matter. Thu 
talk of their “ strengthening a provin­
cial institution by paying three Profess­
ors in connection with it ” is among the 
things hard to be understood, to say the
lmpt, except by of uncommon

A Southern Methodist paper asks, 
How then are we to get the poor into 
our colleges.' and gives this solution of 
the problem : “ Thu solution is a plain

enable the professors to live m a 
measure independent of tuition fees. 
Let learning cease to be estimated by 
the narrow-gauge of dollars and cents. 
Let us cease to tiawk it about the ecnol- 
astic market-places, to be sold to the 
highest bidder. Let capital be employ­
ed to bring scholarship within reach of 
the largest possible number. Endow­
ments, therefore, have,'"at fast, two 
ends, the raising of the standard of 
scholarship, and the lowering of its 
privileges, so as to bring them withm 
reach of the masses. All true endow» 
meats are benevolent from beginning to- 
end. They should be raised in the in­
terest of all, but especially of the worthy 
poor.”

“ Be sure it is the Gospel I" On the 
subject of the “ masses and how they 
are to be reached by the Gospel, Zion * 
Herald says, iu words which deserve the 
attention of ministers and churches :■ 
“ Various opinions are entertained and 
expressed on the subject ; different 
plana and methods are discussed freely. 
Doubtless, in all of these methods there* 
u much that is good and may be used' 
to advantage, but, after all, is not the 
subject narrowed down to this—give the 
masses the Gospel. Be sure it is the 
Gospel, if they will not come to the 
sanctuary, carry it to them. Be sure 
that they hare it m the demonstration,
of th# Spirit and with power. ”
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