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NEW YLEAR'S,

Another year, like some great river,
bas dropped 10to the ocesn of eternity.
Nothing remains of all the great and
gtariliz g events that occurred in the year
that bes pow fHhwn by bu! a name and a
memory, Even thece, after some time,
shall be blotted out or obecured in the
dimness of mental vision, and we, or
thoee who come efter ue, will be forced
to confound end confuso one year’s hap
perings with snother. Ounly the exsct
historien or chronicler will be at &ll able
to diecriminate and schedule exactly,
and in proper order, the events of each
year as they occurred, The great ma:s
of bumanity is too apt ta forget the dis-

 tiveiive merks and treits of preceding

yenrs and disw from them the valuable
lessons which they impart tonhe mind
that ponders end rcflects, It ehould be
admitted, bowever, that, besides leaving
aname tnd & memory, the transactions
of last year sre necesearily followed by
coneequerces and rasults of which some
ofter a plessing erpcot snd eome are
much to be regretted and would be
avoided if thet were poszible, But it isin
the essentisl order ot things as ordained
by God’s providence and their own nature
that cauesesg must necessarily produce
certain effects and that every humean
being must nhide by the consequences
of his own ac's, Those amongetus who
have been cureful, prudent, law.abiding

@ and seif.disciplined during the pazt year

must now enjry the rewards of a good
congci-neos and the pleasing salizfaction
of being able to say we huve cone our
duty. If no other reeult followed the
exact or even the honest performance
of duty we should feel amply recom-
pensed fo¥ tha few sacritices ywe felt
ealled upon Occasionally to impose on

ourseives, But $he consequences are
for gprontor and mord reaching in scope

and messuro.  Qar tenvoral affsirs are
in & stute of solid securi'y, our family
relationa are peaceful and ganfidential
and happy as can ba this eido the grave,
and our standing smong our fer!oW:
eitizons iy ono of trust, honor and praise.
How aiferent the position of these who,
duning the year that just termioated,
pquacdered anay their (ime, or made &
bad ar d eriminal uzo of it! And how seri.
ous the lusses they have eustained
in health, in pocket and in character:
Thers are many who will regret perhapa
to their dying day that thoy did not take
adventageof the opportunities offered for
their improvement and their betterment
during the year gone by, Others there
must he who condemn their own spatby
and want of energy in not having accom.
plished the work sesigned them, in not
havis g fought the good fight, in not hav.
ing gured that victory over wretched
gelf without which no victory can exist
and no bappinees can be secured,  Some
of those laiter will contizue on to live,
or rather vegeinte, during the coming
year as they have done i the past, and
there is vo remedy for them, vo poseible
amelioration or hope of saivation except
in a miracle from God, whkich must
nat he expeoted because not deserved:
No doubt a gieat many wish (o live
the year over epnin, and tell us how
different their life end conduct ehould
be did they but the chance
and the opportunity, Well, auother
year {s b-fore them, time Is yot at their dl:-
posel, and thoy should feel grateful for g0
great o boon.  With time eternity may be
gained  Tlme, says the merchant, 1s
money. Bat itis more than money, it is
heaverly trensures, With a proper uce of
tlme we csn obtaln pesce of miud, tran.
quility of consclence, commend over self,
determination to do beiter and a new
lease f life both temporal and eternal,
Let ue all acknowledge the importance
avd tte value of the Now Year that is
accorced ns by heaven's favor,  Wo might
have haen among thoso numbered smong
the desd, wo might have been amorg
those who durlng the year gone by were
gudde crushed to death, were instan.
tanennsly hrried into the presence of the
Ouwmipotent and Just Judge. Bat, hea.
ven be tharked, we are spared another
year. Lot the lessons of the past teach us
to meke proper and benefictal uss of it

got

| _.ong

[ soema

Fiuids 2

i 2 \ i e

5
k2 3

_THE NQHOLIC RECORD. -
SIS
f ¥ we T ST L T that le

Tm?“.uectmlsuop OF KING-
STC*" AND MR, MEREDITH.

In another colurca wil be found tte
letters addweased by His Grace the
Most Reverexi James Vincent Cleary,
Archbishop ¢! Kingston, to Mr, Wm,
Meredith, M P, P ,leader of the opposi
ticn in the Gatario Legislature, 1t will
be eeen that the correspondence which
preceded the last lotier was sboit, and
that occasion was given to it by a pas-
eage in Me, Maredith’s Opera House
speech on the 16:h uly, 1l Grace ad-
dressed his first leiter to Mr, Meredith
demanding on what grounds the latter
gentleman had attributed to him cer-
tain sentiments which he bad fcund in
a Kiogston newspaper, the Cavedian
Freeman, “which,” said he, “is to some
extent the organ of the Archiepicopal
Sze.” The sentiments are as follows :

“Holding as we do, the balarce of
power between the two great factions,
we have but to be independent, and we
can dictate the terms upoa which one
or the other ghall receive our support,”

We believe that the paper in question
is the only one smong the papers in
Oatario which are under the control of
Catholics which kas uttered euch senti.
menie, amid all the provocation which
bas been given to Catholics during the
violent crusade which has been kept
up by agitators during the greater
part of the past year; and
when we eonsider the violence
of many of our foes, they are compara-
tively mild ard gentle words. Have not
the Mintsterial Assoclations, the Episcopa-
lian and Presbyterlan Synode. with the
Bishops ard Moderators at thelr head,
the Methodist Conferences with thelr
(ieneral Saperintendent, ex Blshop Car
man, end the Orenge lodges, eppealed to
the worst paesions which {5 waa poesible to
exclte, to suppress “Romlsh aggression”
which did not exist, and eepecially to
drive the learned and unobtrueive Jesult
Order out (f the country ? Have not the
Protestant pulplts of the country re.
echoed with denunciaticn of Catholles in
general and of Jesults in particular? and
have not certaln politicians threatened us
with Ozange bullets {f we would not yle!ld
our fiir rights as British eubjects, if the
voters of the D minlon would not accept
their dictation? Have we pot been
slmilarly threatened even from the
Protestant pulpits, wherein firebrands
like the Rev. Dz Wild have bewn
allowed to utter slmllar threats and
to have those threats published broad:
cast through the prees, without belng
brovght to task except In the mildest
terms by afew journala 7  And hes not the
chicf orgaan of the pretended Equal R'ghts
Association openly proclaimed over and
over again that the voters of that organ-
ization should do precisely what the
F'reeman says the Catholics can do?
Why then ghould the Catholic editor be
singled out «s if he alone had sinned in
this matter 1 And if the guilt were enor-
mous, a8 Mr Meredith represents it, why
should the Most Reverend the Arch.
bishep of Kingston be made respoasible
for views which there was not the least
eartbly reason for attributing to him?
Aud why should the utterancs be eo
strongly insisted upon as if it were the
s*lemuly propounded policy of the whole
Qatholie body ?

Mr, Meredith bas thus made the pro-
posal of a paper, which is itself respon-
sivle for it own views, a reason for pro
claiming war upoa the Catholic body, He
professes indeed great liberality, and we
acknowledge that in the far past we have
looked upon Mr, Meredith as a politician
not swayed by the illiberal views which
are 80 frequently found among Ontario
politiciana ; but in his Opera House
gpecch he has deliberately strayed from
hisantecedents. He undoubtedly endeav
ors to induce the whols Proteatant.
ism of Oatario to declare war upon the
Catholic body, while he dishonestly
strives to throw upon the Oatholics the
olium of having brought the position
upon themselves, From the words of
the Kingston Freeman he draws the
inference :

“Qae of the great evils i3 the great
danger to the State of a minority swaying
from slda to s'de and securiog concoeslons
a3 the prica of their support to one of the
parties or ths other, This s one of the
dangers of modern clvillzation. Wherever
that is done then it is the duty of both
pariles to units agaivst what s a danger
to the commonwealth,”

Thus at the very moment when dema-
gogues of the wost vlolent character are
endeavoring to imbue the Protestant peo-
ple of Oatarlo with hatred for the Catho-
lic religlon and the Catholic people of the
Province, Mr, Maredith calls upon all
Protestants to unite with him in reslsting
an imeginary Catholic aggression,

1t does not excuse Mr, Meredith that he
says: “I belleve that there are hundreds
and thonsands of Roman Cathollcs who
do not subscribe to that view and who do
not fall into the poaitlon of combinlng
themselves together to be able to dictate
terms to what are here termed the two
groat factione of the state,

We assert not only that there are hun-
dreds and thousands of Catholles who
bave had no such intentlon, but that the
Catholle body have given no slgn that
thoy have any such inteation. Itis un:
worthy of tho leader of a great party to

draw such lnfereaces as Mr, Moaredith kas

& / n &

o , T,‘l
drawn from one perbaps accldenfial utter-
ances of & slogle journal, the i flaence of
which on the Cattolic population is but
Hmited Bat when we coneider that just
such utteransgs bave bern over aud over
sgaln relterated by Protestant journsls
like tho Mail, we see the dishonesty of
Mr Moredith 1o drawlog the conclucion
that a!l Protes'an's ought %o unite againet
Oatholics, wheress he declares tuat
there is & terrible danger to civilization
lest Catholics should unite to wriog
from Protestants some ooncession waich
they ought not to have, A man who
has noi the culmness nor the states
meanship to draw more rations! infer-
ences from his prewises is not fit io be
the leader of a great party under the
Canadian consfitution, Mr, Meredith
may be, and undoubledly is, a very
genial man in social life, but just by
such & course as he is adopting uow he
led his party to dissster in 1886 ; snd
we hope that if the course which Mr,
Meredith has pointed out for that party
to pursue now be scsepted by them,
that they will meet with dissster agein,
As far a3 we can see the only course
which the Cinservative party can pur-
sue, if they have the proeperity and
harmony of the Proviace at heart, is to
repudiate Mr, Meredith and raise a very
different flag from that which he bas un-
furled,

It will be seen from the correspon
dence between His Grace and Mr, Mer-
edith that the purpoee of the leader of
the Opposition was to effact one of two
purposes, 1f His Grace approved of the
article of the Canadian Freeman, it
would give the former the opportunity
to join the Toronto Maii in represent-
ing the Catholic vote as a purchasable
commsdity, to be scld to the kighest
bidder, aad this would give a grand
opportunity to work upon the preju
dices of those from whom Mr, Meredith
hoped to gain suppprt, 1f, on
the other hand, His Grace expressed
disapprobation of the Freeman’s expres
sion, it will b> noticed from Mr, Mere
dith’s first reply to the Archbishop that
he would represent the Archbishop as
virtually declaring that Catholics might
conscientiously support him, even while
he fl>urished the no-Popery flag in their
faces, In fact the latter gentlerian has
the imparturbable impudence to draw
this conclusion even from the just
demand of His Grace to know on what
grounds he attributed to him the inspir
ation of the Freeman's article, It is not
His Grace’s duty to undertake either the
defence or repudiation of a newspaper
article over which he hag not nor does
he claim contiol ; but 1t was certainly
Mrs. Meredith’s business to be sure that
the sentiments were those of the Arch
bishop, before drawing fromit the sweep.
ing conclusion which he has declared to
ba the fatura platform of his party.

The other poluts ratsed by Me. Mere
dith {a his letter ara merzly a lame
attempt te deaw public attention from the
real isaue between bim acd the Arch-
bishop, an i:sus on which he has heen
completely beaten, To follow such a
course a3 this is uaworthy of a lawyer of
Me, Mraiith’s reputation, He kiows
very well that this mode of procedurs will
not galn him new adhezents among intel
ligent people, We must conclade that it s
fotendsd as an appeal to the hoodlums
who are moved by thele woral passions
rather than by reason. We nead say bui
few words more on thissubject at present.

As to the term “ferocious bigots”
used by His Grace in referring to some
members of the Equal Rights Associa
tion, it is a paltry trick of Mr. Meredith
to pretend that it has been applied to
all. However, that both ferocity and
bigotry are rampant in the orgaumization
is evident from a reception accorded
to the speeches of Major Bond and others
who werecheered to the echo when they
declared their resolution to take to their
muskets in order to deprive the ’rovince
of Quebec of its rights under our constitu.
tion; and has Mr, Meredith forgotten that
Mr, Dalton McCarthy salso threatened
Orange builets against the Catholics of
Quebec and Ontario ?

Of the reference of Mr. Meredith to
aspersions cast by His Grace upon the
girls of Ontario, it should, not ba for.
gotten that we have the testimony of
His Grace and two priesta who were
present, besides other evidence, that the
words attributed to him were grossly
misrepresented, and that they were false,

SHAMEFUL CONDUCT.

We fear the Toronto Mail’s correspon-
dents are working on instructions simi.
lar to those given by some of the base
Chicago dailies, Thnose employees are
supposed to write up a sensation every

day, and if nothing bappens upon
which to base an exciting produc-
tion, the imagination is brought
into action, If a day passes

in which nothing transpires in the
Catkolic community calculated to be
looked upon wiih disfavor by Protestants,
the Mail's agents ekip lively into the
field of misrepresentation, Hare is a
case in point, The correspondent says :

“In Bolle River Miss Healy, a duly
qualified teacher, has been lately dis.
miesed and a couple of nuns who hxv: no

cerlifisates have taken her place.”

0 lhree Sisters of St. Joseph who
have gone {6 feirn_cbarge of the Belle
River school, one holda & second class
professional certificate, and the other
two hold each a third class certificate,
In this campaign egrinst our schools,
where impudence avails not, brezan mis.
statements must do the devil's work,

THE SCHOOLS IN WINDSOR.

A great hubbab i3 ralsed ahout the
action of Cstholica fu Windsor endeavor-
ing to keep the nuus estcachers, ¢lthongh
such teache:s have ylven the utmost
ratsfaction and bave had the training
of the Windsor little glele la  their
haods for the lwst thirty yesrs,
Tho facts of the whole case of the Wind.
sor difliculty may be explained in & few
words, About thirty years ego the
Catholics were & mejority of several
hundred over the Piotestants of that
section, and most of the real estate wae
in the bands of Catholics. The latter
paid more tben one-half the school
taxes; yet they were willing to
join partnership wilth the Protestants
and pool ths schoo! taxes for the mutual
bentfi: of ecch, Tha Ostholles, of ¢.ui e,
were nllowed the privilege cof separate
schoola to all intents and purposes, Oae
of these privileges ls that teachers
who are considered as qualified in
Lower Caionda are recognized by law
a8 qaalified teachers In  Oatarlo,
Thus the puns who came from Mon-
treal and teught in Windsor were looked
upon as qualified teachers, and accepted
as such by the united board of Catholics
and Protestants, But now the Protes-
tants bave increased in numbers—they
own a greaier portion of real estate—and
pay a trifle more of echool taxee, There.
fore they turn around upon their Catho-
lic fellow. citizans, and tell them to die-
miss the nuns, While the Catholica had
the numbers and the money they could
educate their children as thay pleased ;
but now, whoan the Protestants feel they
have tue upper hand, they show
a spirit of unfairness and growl
acd dictate asd threaten law, Itls qener-
ally the case, that when the Cathuucs are
in the mejority, asin Lower Cauadas, there
is no trouble about schools or religion.
Oace the other pecple feel thelr strength
they use it agsinst their former Cathclic
frieuds with an unsparing and unrelenting
hand.

BALFOUR ON CATHOLIC

MR.
EDUCATION.
Mr. Balfour stated in his epeech at

Partick the grievance under which
Catholics labor, snd in consequence of
which they are deprived of the oppor-
tunity of endowed university education,
He said :

“Trinity College, Dublin, I have al-
ready spoken of, apd there are the three
Queen's Oolleges, of Belfast, Galway and
Cork, Tae Roman Catbolic population
of Ireland, 1 suppose, ia avout feur
fifths of the whole populstiou. Toey
are the poorest as well as the most
numercus part of the Irish population,
yeot [ find that only one in seven of the
existing students at these endowed col:
leges belongs to the Roman Catholic
religion, and [ find that the number at
Trinity College is only six per cent. of
the whole ; and actually at tnis moment
in Ireland there are epjoying the advan
tages of higher education 1 endowed
colleges less than two-hundred and fifty
individuals in all of the Roman Catholic
religion,”

Tae injustice of such a state of affairs
even Mr, Balfour acknowledges. Yet
the parallel is complete between this
and the condition to which the oppon.
ents of separate schools in Canada would
bring this country, Taey know very
well that Catholics are so determined to
have religious education for their chil-
dren that they would have it even if
separate echools with a legal status were
abolished to-morrow. Yet their determin
ation is, if they can eftect it, to deprive
Catholic schools of all State recoguition,
while they would tax Oatholies for the
education of their children, The in-
justice of this was further acknowledged
by Mr., Balfour in his first declara.
tion of the intention of the British
Government to correct it, He said :

“We ought to make some attempt to
carry out & scheme of higher education
which should satisfy all the legitimate
agpirations of the Roman Catholic popu-
lation on that point. That we shall take
such a course I have no doubt,”

All the reasons which could be adduced
in favor of Mr, Balfour’s echeme at that
time are tenfold more cogent as applied
to elementary education in public
schools,

Mr, Balfour as an afterthought set con.
ditions which he knew could not be ful-
filled, acd the Impossibllity of whkich he
himself acknowledged ; but this was evi-
dently a subterfuge of the most despicable
character, invented for the purpose of
quelllog a fanatical cry which might
endanger the Goveraument, Batthe point
of his reasoning remains in full force, that
('atholics are in equity entltled to bave the
same State ald granted to Catholic educa-
tlon which Is accorded to mnon-.Catholic
{nstitutions,

Gounod, the composer, la to write a Mass
which will be sung by four thousand
chorleters at the epening of the grand
organ which 1s beiog bullt {n S: Peter's

Church, Rome,

..
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ks A "GREAT WORK.

The colored population of Windsor is
very las=~: Many of these people are
Ostholi2™ kd many more of them are
undergaing instruction in Catholic doc-
trine. Rev, D2an Wagner, with that
apostolic z2al which has ever been bis
characteristic, has undertaken the work
of providing chureh and schocl accom.
modation for these perishiog souls,
Qbatacles have from time to time beeet
his path, great expenditures had to ke
made, while the prospect loocked gloury
of receiving an incom» to balauce them ;
but, notking dsunted, the good Dsan
ever locks upward for inspiration and
chieer, and pushes resolutely forward in
every great work he bas undertaken,
This is the case in the prescnt instauce
a8 regards the bsziar he has in hand for
the purpose of ccllecting funds in aid of
the noble project mentioned, The cause
is one that appeals with epecial force to
the Christian heart, and we sincerely
Lope that the eflorts of this noble and
self sacrificing priest will be attended
with a degree of success that will cheer
him in his purpose of bestowing on his
colored flock the light of divine faith,
snd guarding them in their daily life
against the wiles and snares by which
they are surrouaded, We earnestly ask
our subscribers to read the announce-
ment on last page of the REcorp,

A RECKLESS PARTY ORGAN.,

The London Free Press had, in last
Thursdey’s iscue, an article on the bailot
question, that would appear formidable
enough at first sight, but, when the said
article is examined, sifted and stripped cf
iis locose verbiage and repetitions ad
nausevm, thera is very little left worth
serious consideration, The Free Press
starts out with an unjustifiable statement
to the effect that Archbishop Walsh has
declared his opposition to the vote by
ballot, The Free Press dozs not quote
from any lecture, sermon or letter of the
Archbishop in proof of its statement,
and yel it goes on the length of a whole
column building arguments upon such
statement and repeating, till one is eick
of the dose, that *the terrors of the un.
seen and exc!usion from the sacraments
are threatencd from time to time on the
faithful if they dare to uphold a contrary
doctrine, or dare to exsrcise those priv.
ileges that other citizens enjoy,”

The Free Press mentlons the contro-
versy between Me:, W. R Meredith and
Aichbishop Cleary In proof of its conten-
tion, whereas that controversy has no
more to do with the hallot than with bace
ball or Home Rule. The dispate in
+ Peterborough about the dizmisenl of one
tescher and the appolatment of another is
alco given Ly the Free Press as a further
prosof in point. The Free P.ess can be
1:glcal when it pleases, and may become
erratic or d:zcd when foollshnees, better
than wiedom, sults its purpose. What
is there in the ballot anyway that such s
row muct be made about it 1 It is utterly
impossible with the hallot, as used in
Canada, to concesl a man’e vote from the
scrutineers or the returning coflicer.
There s an egltation guing on now all
over the Ualted Statez and la Cainada
about amending the ballot law so s
to sccure freedom of conscience in
voting. It s nutterly preposterous
and absurd for the Free Press to main-
tain that the Bishops are sfraid of the
ballot, or to maintain that the present
mode of voting at municipal councils or
provincial elections is any security
against publicity, Ivery politician
knows how every citiz2n registered his
vote at the last general election, And
enmities and heart-burnings have been
engendered by such knowledge thai
could never proceed from a equare, Open
vote. Voting by ballot in Canada and
the United States is a hollow sham—it
is a fraud, a delusion and. a snare,
Every man knows the day afier election
howevery other man voted, and to hazard
the assertion that the hierarchy of Canada
trouble themselves in the least about it,
the Free Press ought to ba able to pro-
duce something more than bare assertion,
There is only one place in the whole Do
minion whereany contention existson the
score of votlng by ballot for echool trusteer,
Oatalde of Toronto that question has not
been ralsed, A3 a rule the best men in
every parizh are elected by acclamation to
be school trustees for the ensulug year,
It happens in most places that the trustees
are elected againet their will, and by pub
Ilc oplnion compelled to take thelr turn
at school trusteeship. But the daily
jouinals In Canada can searcely furnish an
example, outslde of Toronto, where the
school trustees have not been elected unan:
imously and by acclimation. What
necessity is there in al! those two hundred
and fifty echool dlstrlets for & law about
votiog by ballot, when no voting {s done
anywhere ! Must the whole country be
dlsturbed and legislated for againat iis
will becauge there are a faw sore heads In
Toroato, Take one halt dozsn maicon.
tents, that nothing could ever satisty, out
of Toronto, and there would never be a
word about the manner in which people
should vote abt achool elections, The
best men would be selected by acclama.
tion, and after a few of those obstruc
tionists are loft at home once or twice,

and given to understsnd tbl',m people
huve no confidence in their Jevotion to
school matters, echool difficulties will
oease, the ordinary routine will be
assumed, and Toronto will fall into jine
with the other school districts of £

country and elect all its trustees, nocéy

by contentious voting, but by peaceful
and barmonious acclamation, y

The Lordon Free Press may . ve all
its silly vaporings apdhghodomontade
about Catholies cow.ing and quivering at
clections before whit it calls “the Eocles-
jastical lash.” The Free Press should

spare its sympsaibies for the benighted,

Protestants of Onterio who are lashe:

into fury and bigoiry by the ravinge of
the rev. weaniace wio, three years ago,
drove their flocks beflore them to
vote for the Scott Act nud are now crack-
ing the lash over their heads to compel
them to join the Equal Rights or no-
Popery Aesociation, The Fiee Press did
not approve of the aclion cf the preach.
ers during the Scott Ast agitation, but it
pats them on the back and says, ‘‘go on
boye, give 1t to ’em” during the anti.
Jesuit and anti separate school yellow
fever.

SEPARATE SCHOOL
CULTIES,

The Mail and the anti Catholic prees
generally are just now engaged in raising
a great clamor in regard to disputes
which have arisen in several cities and
towns concerning the manaer of conduoct-
ing the separate schools. In Peterbor-
ough the school board, by a narrow
majority, dismissed the Principal who
bad occupied bis position for many
years, The dismiseal of a teacher is not
a thing of such infrequent occurrence
tkat it should be made the occasion of a
cry for the abolition of the echool system,
yet the press of which we bave spoken
have mede the dlemlessal of Principal
Mcllva'ne an excuee for demanding the
abolltion of reparate echools. Teachers
are frcquently dismliseed or changed in the
pubiic echoola, bat no one demands that
the whole public echool eystem ought to
be demolished on this accourt, Why
should a d'fferent ruls be applied where
the eeparate schools are concerned ?

But in the Peterborough cage there
were gome people, represented by the
minority of the board, who were dis-
satisfied with the action of that body,
acd His Lordship the Right Rev, Dr.
O’'Connor, Bishop of Peterborough, told
his flyck that the diemissal was made
with kis approbation, and that the
minority should take no ateps to restore
the principal, His Lordship had cer
tainly a perfect right to state his wishes,
aud 8s the religious gusrdian of

DIFFI-

the
schcols his wishe2 are entitled to be ro-
garded with the greatest respect, The
anti Catholic prees point cut that the
school laws do not confer on the eccles-
instienl authorities any powers to ccn-
trol the school trusteee, except in ro
much as some of them may be them.
gelves irustees, We are perfectly aware
of thig, but the Bihop of I'elerhorough':
does no more than exercise a moral con-

trol, euch as the law really permits every \

iedividual to exercise, and Protestant
clergymen €qually with the irily exercise
such control,

We do not deny that the Bishop's
authority is of more weight than
that of & private citizen, or of a
Protestant clergyman, but this arises
from the fact that Catholics recognize
that he has a divine right to the exarcise
of his authority within the Caurch of God,
and Protestants have no right to inter-
fere with him in the exercise of
his duty, We have no doubt that
His Lordship has sufficient reason for
the stand he has taken 1In the present
inatauce ; but at all events there {s no
ground for the interference of the anti-
Cathollc preses in a matter which His Lord-
ship {8 quite competent to settle with his
own flock. The matter will be settled, as
it ought to be, withont euch interference.

In Ottawa & eomewhat simllar difficalty
has occarred, though the clrcumstances
are to some extent different. The Arch.
bishop of Oitawa was desirous of changing
the religlous order which has chage of the
Ottawa French schools, Most of the
French-speaklng trustees were opposed
to the change, and reslgned in
coneequence.. The school electlons, which
have just taken place, will declde whether
or not His Grace the Archbishop will be
sustained by the people, The Protest-
ants of the Provincs surely ought to be
satistied with this, but the anti-Oatholic
press take sides at once against the
Archbishop, From their point of view
the Archbiehop must be
From the Catholic point of view,
the presumption is that the Arch-
bishop is right, We await further
developments and particulars before
8aying more on the subject, but whateve:
the circumstauces mey prove to be, the
difficulties both in Peterborough and
Ottawa can and will be settled by Cath-
olics, and not by the aali.Oatholic
papers,

wrong, |

Trae Catholles recogniza without reeei’a‘-u
the prlmary duty and right of the clergy.°F

and especlally of the Eplscopacy, to direc|.
Catholls education, aad all separate tchoo&n
difficulties will be settled by Catholic/
thensslves without the intermeddling ¢
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hostile Equal R'gbters who have the cry
of Equal Rights on their lips, but wio
aim only at the total destruction of lib-
erty of eouscience as far as Catholics are
concerned.

MR, MEREDITII'S POLICY.

We mentioned in & former istue that
Mr, Meredith, the leader of the Octario

Opporition, in his epeech ni the Opera
tlcuse in this city, in which he fore:
shadowed the policy ef Lis party, de-
clared bimsell plainly agaiust Osatbolic
edueation in Catholic echools,

He asks why “should a public man,
when he eriticizes public legislation’ on
this subject, “be greeted with sbouts of |
intolerance by spy particular church,
and should the pe-Papery cry be raiced
egainst bim 1’

He here throws upon Catholics the
odium of having reieed the no Popery
ory in Oatario, Mr, Maredith knows very
well that this is a falee representation,
We maintain that the right now enjoyed
by Cathclics of establishing and support-
ing separate echools is no extraordinary
concession, It is merely a recognition
of the patural right which all parents
poesgss, of giving their children a relig-
ious training if they deem it proper to do
80, IfProtestants prefer to turnreligion
out of the eckools in which their chil-
dren are to be educated, we are free to
say we believe they meke a great mis-
take, but we do not propose to force
our opinicns upon them, Qur jurigdic.
tion extends ovly to our own children,
and as regards them no legislature hes
the right of declaricg that we shallnot
be allowed to educate them morally
and religiously, Though we are but a
minority in the Province, we have a
right to say how much or how liitle relig-
ious instructicn sball be given in the
schools to which our children ghsil be
sent,

it 1s unnecessary for us to prove here
teat religlous instruction in the eckools s
neceseary for the proper training of chil-
dren, Over acd over egein the Protestant
clergy have declared this to be the caee,
hsth in Caneda and the Uoited States, A
few days ago the Rev, 1): DBarrowr, a
preminent Congeegationsl minister of San
Francleco, Cal, snd pastor cf the First
Coogregational Church in  that city,
preached from bls puipit thus :

“Wo belleve that we need more religion
in our echools, not lese, We aesert, and
resssert, tbat Protestantirm ¢hould present

a solld front in protesting egaiust the
secularizstion of our schools, or the
attempt to rule out of sccount in echool
life the only thlog (iod has ever accounted
of value on earth.”
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The Presbytery of Maniloba has re-

the earae clergymen Who are anxious
now to take from Catholics the yight of
religious education, have over and over
ﬂ‘{!\l‘l; declared that they wish to meke a
c‘-x'.ain amount of religious instruction

cently made & similar declaraton, und‘
l

compuleory in (he public ectocle, s0 that
they really desire to force upon Catbo-
lics such religious instructicn as they eee
£it to arrange for themeelves, while they
would prevent us from having such ae
wa ourselves desiro.
favor, We demand only to be leit free
to devote our own mon2y towards im.
parting to our own children such an
education as we feel bound in conscience
to impart, If Anglicans, Methodists or
Prasbyterians desired such a liberty, it
would certainly be ungrudgingly grantcd
to them, If thess do not want it that
is no reason why we should be deprived
of it. Itis no: Catbolics who have pro
claimed that the war is a no-Popery war.
The bauner of no-Popery has been dis
played by the Ministerial Associations,
the Synods, the Presbyteries, the Orange
lodges, and the anti-Catholic press, and
Mr, Moredith’s epeech is & declaration
that he will fight with that banner dis.
played.

Mr. Meredith cites what occurs in the
17aited States as a pattern which ought
if possible to be imitated by the people
of Oantario, s says:

“Look across the border at the state
of things. N0 gaparate schools from one
end of tbe United States to the other.
(Loud oheers) They have thought it
consistent with their views of rigut and
justice to deny separate schools to the
Roman Catholics of that country.”

This is true, but what is the result?
The Catholics of the United States will
not be cheated of their right to impart
Christian education {o their children, and
%00 000 Catholic children are attending
Catholic schools, at a cost of $10,000,000
annually to the Catholic people, While
they are paying about that same sum for
the education of their Protestant neigh.
bors’ children, whose parents are nof
ashamed thus to make paupers of them,
This is the state of aftairs whichfMr
Meredith would like to see introducec
1nto Ontario ; and from where the cheer-
ing came in, it is evident that hisaudienc
fully understcod him,

1t is true Mr, Meradith does not pre.
pose at present to abolish the separat
gchool system. 113 tells us why he wil
pot do this ; it is because the charter o
the Dominion, the Confederation Act
will not permit him to goeo far. Todo thi
would upset the Confederation Act, an
would necesearily subject the Protestan
gchools of Lower Canada to a Catholi
majority, while the Oatholic schools ¢
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