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The General
Protestant Hpiscopal Church
bas just been closed, discus
number ‘.f topice, more or legs impor-
tent, but none, I think, more inter-
esting to the average Protestant tk
the pmJa(‘Y. of prayers for the dead

Some ef the most intellectual of
the clergymen of this denomination
bave long since eeen the colduness and
apparent lack of Christian charity in
the prayers a8 preecribed in the B
of ( mon Prayer, where after
beautiful Scriptural passages
been read, inister begins to
appe or the liviog, that they may
be taken care of, but never uilters n
word 1 half of the departed epirit
of the psreon about to be buried.

And recognizing this apparent want
of charity in neglecting to pray for the
dead, these clergymen have used one
or more of the ancient prayers for ¢
goul of t} spertied which appearsd
in the First Book of Common Prayer
ALt h these were oved in the
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h; that it is embodied in all the |
sncient liturgiee of the Oriental and |
the stern Chyrch, and that it is o |
doctrine consonant with ocur reason |
and eminently conecling to the |
human heart. |

Then the venerable Cardinal quotes |
the famoue passage in the *um‘nni
Book of Machabeer, Chapter xii,
verees 43 to 46, which every Catholic
reader will fiad in his Bible; but
unhappily his Protestant friend will
not find it so ensily, as the Books of
the Machabees are seldom printed in
the Protestant version of the Scrip-
fures.

And after quoting these important
words, Cardinal Gibbong goes on :

“ These words are so forcible that
no comment of mine could render
them clearer. This passage proved
& gr:at stumb'iog-block to the
Reformere. Finding that they could
not by any evasion weaken the force
of the text, they implously threw
over-board the Books of the Macha
beee, like a man who pesassinates a
hostile witness, and pretended that
the two Books of the Machabees were
apocrypbal. And yet they have pre-
cigely the same authority as the
Gosoe!l of St, Matthaw or any other
portion of the Bible, tor the caronic-
ity of the Holy Secriptures rests
@olely on the authority of the Catho-
lio Church, which proclaimed them
inspired.”

This was not the only case where
'111 Reformers impiously lhlv\', parts

Bible overboard when found

in accord with new teach
Everybody knows of Luther's
remark about the Epistie of
§ Jamee, a8 being an epistle of
straw no part of the inspired
because it taught that
will not suffice for salva-

ment; that it is8 u

their
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and
Scriptures,
faith alone
tion.

But that kind of reasoning may go
among the ignorant and v cious ; 1t
does not pass with the intelligent. -
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‘ But even admitting for the sake
of argument,” says the Cardinal,
“‘ that the Books of Machabees were

not entitled to be ranked among
canonical Books of Holy Scripture,
one, at least, has ever denied
they are truthful, historioal
monumente, and as such that they
serve to demonstrate that it was
n prevailing practice
a8 it i8 with
offer up prayers and sacrifices for the
dead.”

Indeed it bas never been denied,
the firet Reformere,
practiced praying and offering
o8 for the dead Ouar adver
sarvies confeee,” saye the Very
George Haydock, in a note comment
ing on the paseage cited by the |
Jardinal, " our adversaries confess |
that such was the opinion of tlm}
Jews and of ancient doctors of the
Church, But they declare it super-
gtitious
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Haydock cites many
showing that Christ and
the apostlies recognized the pract ce,
among them being the paseage in the
firet chapter of the Second Epistle
of St. Paul to Timothy, where the
great Aphbstle of the Gentiles prays
for his dead friend Onisiphorus, in |
words ei to those used by an
Irish Catholic, Lord have mercy on
him ; I'ne Lord grant to him to
find mercy the Lord in that day
But 1 n not, and do not wish
to be thot to be discuesing a |
theological subject, I take - the |
dogma for It anybody
wighes to subject discussed
very will do well
to read Cardinal Gibbons' "' Faith of |
Jur Fathere,” or the Rev. Dr. Hanna's
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answer is : By no means,
Catholic bas expressed the opinion
that five minutes’ reflection and gelf

communion b«fore the priest comes

to the altar is productive of the best |

spiritual results. wotice of reach
ing the church minutes
the eervices have begun and of spend
ing the time in strictly religious
refleclion— powerfully aseisted by the
associations of the place lways
prepared an excellent disposition for
assisting at the sacred ceremony that
ensuee, Thie Catholic feels that it isa
diffioult thing to come off the crowded
eometimes hurried, and often
occupied with worldly thoughts, and
then to kpeel down with proper dis-
pogition before the Sucrifice of the
Mase. The five minutes ot prepar
ation before " church bsging " he
thinks, doubled the itual advan
tage to him of the that ensues.
Brooklyn Tablet
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Lord, help the Souls which Thou
bhas made,

T'he Souls to Thee 8o dear,

In prison for the debt unpaid

Of sing committed here.

Regigned in heart and will,
Until Chy high behest is done
And justice has its fill.

For daily falle, for pardoned crime,
Thy joy to undergo

The ehadow of Thy Cross sublime,
The remnant of Thy woe.

O by their patience of delay,
Their hope amid their pain,
Their sacred zeal to burn away
Disfigurement and stain ;

O by their fire ot love, not less
In keenness than the flame,

O by their very helolessness,
O by Thy own great Name ;

Good Jesur, help, sweet Jesus, aid
The souls to Thes most dear,

In prison for the debt unpaid

Of pins committed here.
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COMING EARLY TO MASS

| tended

In most instances there is abso
lately no excuse for coming late to
church, People are not hurried or |
preesed by other affairs on Sunday.
If they reach the church five or ten
minutes after the services have |
begun, it is wholly becauvse of an
unreagonable fear of spending tco
much time in the House of God.
Elge, why the studious care which
people take of leaving the house only
with suvfficient margin of time to
resch the church? Why do they dis
play 80 much precaution lest they be
too early? They are not gingerly
about coming some minutes ' before
the play begins'’ at places of amuse
ment. They waste ten times the time
thus "lost” otherwiee during the day.
3ut is the time that a Christian
spends in church just before the serv-

| fervor relaxed, he

| etill further
| but, b

ice really “lost?’ The expected

or dege oplic
for which the 10
i 3 tully
ot the s

Mr.

pronot
correspondec
by th
and
o
dence in the
of t

fulle more detalle
establish M
knowledge and integ
spirit int nce, 1 w
also aeserted that, natural
order, there was no ramedy for the
ailment. The spirit-doctor, however,
declared tbat he would be able, by
the use of " vital magnetiem,”
restore the nerves of the eyes to act
ivity. This was to be accomplished
by the instrumentality of the med-
ium while in the trance state,
through whose hands ths
would operate, the patient simply
presenting himself at the seance
three or four times a week and pas
gively submittivg himself to the
operator.

To Mr. B.'s intense joy and delight
the sight of his eyes was gradually
coming back. He could go about
again in London alone amd unat
tended, and there seemed to be a
reasonable prospect that sight would
be entirely restored after a time.
Mr. B, became conscicus however
that an extraordinary and inexpiic
able change was passing over his
epiritual life. He found it dfficult
to pray. Strangely disturbing
thougnte, wholly out of keeping with
his natural temperament and digp)-
sition, began to torment bim, especi-
ally when preparing for Holy Com
muaion or koeeling at the altar,
Doubts respecting the truth ot the
Cuaristian religion euch as he had
never known before, began to invad
the mind. As a _oons:quencsa the
became ind fferent
and careless and after a time, gave
vp hias religious pr jes altogether
Taa conversations with tha med:
undermined his fai
de ply religious tem

contequently unsasy
and alarmed at this inexplicanle
inward change, he searched %o wse
what he could find in Holy Sorip'ure,
in the history of Christianisy and in
general literature respecting these
Spiritistic practices. To his surprise
he found nothing but condemnation,
a circamstance wuaich greatly in-
creased his slarm and which led him
to seek further information and coun-
gel, Mr, B, being an Aonglican of the
advanced type, had been in the habit
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of going to confession to an Anglican
clergyman, a Mr. Black, who at that
time was a popular and well-known
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of the
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Apglican community in
He bhas since then married |
and settled down to lay life in Paris,
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Mr, B. gought him out,
an interview, He found
Mr. Black in the sacristy of the
church, an open book in his bhand.
When B, had told him his etory Mr.
Black closed the book he was read
ing and handed it to h'm There,”
be said, ' read that It is my answer
to qt ‘“h ion it will solve
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Catholiec r0 mucn
habit of praver.
eash surprise of ger, in fear,
anguigsh or grief, the 311 trained
soul, like c ing child ruaniog
arms of its mother
tarns instinctively to God, and in &0
doing but follows the maxim of Oar
Lord to " pray a!ways.’

Prayer for the Catholic ie the
armour of the soul which from con-
stant uee is kept clesan and brigit ;
it is the ever-present shield against
which the flery darts
strike, but are prwerless to harm,
It is as na'ural for the grod Cf\'hnm-
to pray as to breath, and prayer |
will always spring spontaneously to |
I is heart and l'ps with even the first
intimation of danger, If he be suc
cessful in overcoming an inclina
tion to evil; if he is to accomplish
any good whatsoever, it is traceable
always to prayer. All good thiogs
mugt come to him through prayer.

When prayer ceases, the spiritual
life of the Cutholic ceases, and when
the spiritual and practical part of
the Catholic life is la:d aside, all
merit- gaining works are lkewise
laid aside or forgotten. Cath:lic
lite without gocd works hecomes
weakened, and 'hat faith which
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AROTHER VICTIM
OF RHEUMATISI

Entirely Well After Six Weeks’
Treatment With “FRUIT-A-TIVES”
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E. R. HERD, Samaria Remedy Co.
1421 Mutual Street,

Toronto, Canada.

Beautlf ul Sacred

'Catholic Pictures
SELL FAST

GIRLS! EARN THIS

BEAUTIFUL WORKBOX

earn one of the pretties
ou ever saw

English needles

ball gray m:
cotton

our magnificent Pictures lc. .nw
ful inspired religious 8. bjects including Guardian
Angel Madonna Sacred Heart of Mary and many
lendidly printed on fine art paper in
rich gorgeous colors, Size 11 x 14 inches at 165c.
and 16 x 20 inches at 26¢ ch, You can sell these
exquirite pictures in every good Catholic home
Send no money - we trust you. You
sell the goods, then sen wus the money and we
will forward you the prize at once. HE GOLD
MeDAL CO, (22nd year in business) Catholic Pie-
ture Dept. C. R, 85 —811 Jarvis St,, Toronto,
Canada.

It is lawful to pray for what it is
lawfal to desire.
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ligestion, Stomach Disorde s,
.Alvw ndic m,nml Kidney Stones
¢ often caused by Gall Stones 8,
and mislead people until those
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will ]

ati

cure without paia or oper-
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