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Prices

OR some considerable time there has been
. clamoring for price reduction, now the
economic tide has set,—apparently—in that
| h desired direction. But, it not infrequently
ens that the mattrity of desire, fails to bring
isfaction, fails to round the measure of ‘‘prom-
d joy."" Alas! And the present era of “‘price cut-
g (for lack of a better name) may prove, all
convineingly, that, as Muller puts it ‘‘the dream
the reality may be better than the reality of the
sm.’ Indeed, without at all assuming the erit-
| role of prophet, wg may confidently assert that
e reality will be of the nature of tragedy, to
ousands of us who dream gay dreams in the bour-
is palace of ambition.
In every period of market expansion, economic
velopment has been carried forward to a new
ne of social condition, to a new triumph of pro-
ction. This expansion of the market, with the
jporary demand, calls forth the effort to supply
st demand, gives a new impetus to commerce, a
« confidence to prosperity, and through the com-
ritive necessity of profit production, unlooses a
w volume of credit, in order to benefit from the
w opportunity. Consequently the expansion of
. market brings about a wider spread of prices,
higher form of produetion, a greater volume of
rplus, an advanced state of necessary enterprise.
4 when the sudden but temporary demand has
. suffocated with thesmass of over-production,
¢ inevitable slump comes. Bills are presented—
i dishonored ecredit goes short, confidence be-
mes panic; prices readt to the fear of bank-
pley
But this reaction of prices is not the ordinary
petustion of a competitive market. On the con-
rv, it is the stagnation of a market that is dead:
“sleeping sickness'’ of over-production. Never-
less, the new status of industrial and commercial
terprise does not decline to the old p'ane of the
jormal’’; does not revert to the conditions of a
evious period of ‘‘prosperity’’; and the new
tes, which are a reflex of the new organization of
rehandise production, oscillate more or Jess vio-
ptly in the anarchy of surplus depression, but find
"lr equilibrium in the higher vantage of economie
velopment.
he present condition of society, with its threat—
¥, its eertainty—of augmented suffering, is no-
ing new ; is nether strange nor surprising. It is
t the evidence of wrong idealogy or divine visit-
on. It is but the natural fruit of eapitalist pro-
gction; the inevitable elimax of the sordid frenzy
accumulation. ]
'or.the triumph of vietory in ‘‘the last war’’
tlah) the total activities of society were impressed
0 service. Kvery man had his job; every woman
place in the war-machine, every child perform.
S quota of gervice. Every available unit was
‘hdﬂft‘n from useful production; all unngeessary
oduction eliminated ; everything was subordin-
. ]":0 "K‘ "Mf'lltials" of war propagation. Hence
e Sf'lsfaotlon of social necessities, and to meet
; h'(:f:\\'m:z' nll‘fﬂﬂhd! of an unprecedented war mar.
',uf I;"itlnft u.ulustr,\' was keyed to a uew intens-
r?ti(-‘.xp Oitation. But to“do this capital had to
('°¢ 1ts ancient gods. It threw aside ity ethic
tnuhvuhfnlism; re-seated the fallen Dragon of
ora lcney; unmasked ita faith; demolished
d her f‘:l t.; evolved new co'noepu .of woman
8 ﬁm(:uon, of man and his service: a.hgnd.
dic. andc'mm of payment ; played \.Vlth unlimited
bt e holm the hour of its fierce trial, desecrated
, oly of holies, property right. That is to
iio::a: in actual fact, it repudiated its ideakist
"OPLY, and " estsbilshed the truth of historic
rislism. Thus llying the foundation stone of
- 1eW society. 'What happened?
d: :;:::‘y d;mnd of the war market found a
il opporpley Wiks whte cpen, aret mas
Valced to. depte o wide open; cre
et g AR O pivasiags from
etrifieq ¢ pm?",""“i-. Capitalist industry was
0 activity, with the most tremendous im-
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petus that ever thrust it forward to its final dissol-
ution.

But the war ceased, and with its cessation the
war market vanished. The war hordes were dis-
banded; munitions were unnceded; supplies were
curtailed. Governments gave up housekeeping.
But the chaotic production of capital went on un-
abated. The impulse of ecompetition to secure the
maximum of surplus made the wheels of industry
hum with the song of profits. e

To support this eontinned industry in the inter-
ests of eapital, to rehabilitate the disorganized’
‘‘peace’’ market, and open up new channels of trade,
credit was advanced to further high lévels; prices
soared to unheard of heights. The once favored
warriors, flung On their own resources, discovered
the meaning of retrenchment. Wages sagged be-
neath the pressure of higher credits, and the ever-
growing supply of labor-power. The war-wasted
countries, bankrupt and desolate, found their pur-
chasing power gone. Thus jproduction went on,
(thereby hastening the ruin), the long outstanding
credits were called in, and, lo! there was no money
wherewith to meet the obligation. Because, for-
sooth, society had not the price to buy the product
of the feverish activity.

That is where we stand now. That is why busi-
ness is nervous, why prices break. It is the flurry
of trade, anaemic for lack of sustenance, dying for
want of a market, and is, in reality, the harbinger
of industrial stagnation.

But breaking prices are not the indications of a
return to the ‘‘normal’ of pre-war times. Those
times are gone as irrevocably as the days of Julius
(aesar. Feonomic development has carred society
forward to a new conditional level, and the impress
of the new conditions will be reflected in the ‘“‘nor-
mal”’ of new effects, which in due season will be
registered upon the plastic consciousness of social
man.

The explanation of social phenomena is to be
found in the nature of social organization ; the color
and condition of the one determines the color and
condition of the other. Precisely as the structure
of a machine determines the character of its oper-
ation, and precisely as the building of a machine to
perform a particular funetion, demands a know-
ledge of physical law, so the formation of a society
whieh will fulfil; to their completest, the necessit-
ies and aspirations of man, must be the work of a
clear understanding of sociological evolution and its
laws. If society hurts us, cursing, or wishing, alters
neither the fact nor the causes. Clearly, society
does not injure all. Clearly can society be organ-
ized beneficially.

But the incentive to such organization, apparent-
Iy, can only come forth from the buffetings of ex
ploitation, can materialize only when that exploit-
ation has developed to such an extent, that the ut-
most activity of social effort fails to sustain society
itself. *

Aund that day is close at hand. We are now going
down into the deeps of an industrial depression, a

-depression that, being co-extensive with ecapitalist
production, must be wor'd wide ;a depression which
will be as grim and as bitter as its preceding ex-
ploitation was violent and intense ; and out of which,
however devious the way, there is but one escape
—working class ownership of the means of wealth

R.

produetion.

MANIFESTO

— of the —

SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA
(Fifth Edition)

/

Literature Price List

Communist Manifesto.
copies, $2.00.

Wage-Labor and Capital.
copies, $2.00.

The Present Economic System. (Prof. W. A.
Bonger). Single eopies, 10¢; 25 copies, $1.50.

Capitalist Production. (First Nine and 32nd
Chapters, ‘‘Capital,”” Vol. 1, Marx). Single eopies
(eloth bound), $1.00; 5 copies, $3.75.

Socialism, Utopian and Secientific. Single copies,
15¢; 25 copies, $3.25.

Slave of the Farm. Single copies, 10¢; 25 copies,

Single ecopies, 10¢; 25

Single copies, 10¢; 26

$1.50. )
Manifesto, 8. P. of C., single copy, 10 cents; 25
Copies :......$2.00

Red Europe. (F. Anstey, M.P.). Single copies,
50c. Ten copies or more 30c each.
Evolution of Man.' (Prof. Bolsche). Single
copies, 20c ; 25 copies, $3.75. !
The Nature and Uses of Sabo ; T. Veb-
len). Singles copies § cents, 26 W@L
The Criminal Court Judge, and The Odd Trick
'(,;}c B. Bax). Single copies, 5 cents; per 25 copies,
; : ; ® .1,
An_cient Society (Louis H Morgan), $2 15
Origin of the Family, Private P¥operty and the
State (F. Engels) .. —. 90e
Value, Price and Profit (Marx)—Single copies, 15¢;
25 copies, $3.25.
Feuerbach: THe Roots of the Soecialist Philosonhy

(F. Engels) 90¢
Introduction to Soeciology (Arthur M. Lewis),
‘1_75. e t .

Civil War in France (Marx) 35¢

Life and Death (Dr. E, Teichmann) ............90e

History of the Paris Commune (Lissagaray) ...$1.50

Class Struggle (Kautsky), cloth, 90 cents; paper,
35 ecents.

Ethics and the Materialistic Conception of History,
(Kautsky), cloth, 90 eents.

Puritanism (Meily), cloth, 90 cents.

Evolution of the Idea of God (Grant Allen), paper,

_ 55 cents; eloth, $1. ,

Origin of Species- (Darwin), ecloth, $1.

Information Respecting the Russian Seviet System
and its alle Propaganda in North America
(Martens), per copy, 10 cents . :

The Protection of Labor in Soviet Russia (Kaplun),
per copy, 15 eents.

Savagé Survivals (Moore), cloth, $1. :

Law of Biogenesis (Moore), cloth, 90 cents.

Social Studies (Lafargue), 90 cents.

Make all moneys payable to E. MacLeod, 401
Pender Street East, Varcouver, B. C. Add discount
on cheques. ;

(All above post free).

All above literature can be obtained at the same
prices, post paid, fpm-—J Sanderson, Box 1762,
Winnipeg, Man. )
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA

LOCAL (VANCOUVER) No. 1

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES

POLITICAL ECONOMY: Every Sungday afternoon,
from 3 to 5. .
HISTORY: Every Thursday evening, from 8 to 10.

-An additional class is now being formed on ele-
m economics, This class is in-
tended for those who are commencing the y of
this subject for the first time. Intending students
should come to the class room now, or send a note -
of name to the Secretary of the Economic Class.
This class will begin as soon as intending students
get together and arrange a suitable date.

Classes meet at 401 Pender Street East. No fees
are asked and no collection is made. All that is
required is an earnest interest in the subject taken
up. All points raised and all questions asked are
fully discussed. Membership in the Socialist Party
of Canada is not a eondition of membership of these
classes. :

You are earnestly invited to attend.
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LOCAL (WINNIPEG) No. 3—EDUCATIONAL
CLASSES.

ECONOMIC OLASS: Every Friday at 8 p.m.
SPEAKERS' CLASS: Every Sunday at 11 a.m.

These classes are already well attended, and the
pumber of members is increasing. The classes meet °
at 530 Main Street, Winnipeg, and all workers are
requested to attend.




