PROBLEMS THAT WILL CONFRONT US
WHEN PEACE IS ESTABLISHED.

The question uppermcst in tie minds of business
men as the New Year opens is, what conditions
must be faced in our own country when—as sooner
or later must occur—the greatest of the world’s
wars end? The Journal of Commerce has invited the
views of men who admittediy are representative of
our various nationa! activities—men identified in a
large way with finance, trade and industry—on this
concededly large subject. Their statements, which

are append=d, wiil repay careful perusal.

By wikt. J. S. DENNIS,

tie Presiden: of the Canadian
Pociis Reilway, and President of the
Scu.zty of Civil Engineers.
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sands, men secking work.

Great Dritain will not be in a position to give
cmploymenl to all of her returncd men, @l in many
cases the returned soldier will bo no lonwer fiv fov
civil life. A further complication to the clination
in lsnglund will arize from the fact that Lirge num-
hers of women have entered into the indw:trial lite
of the country. Employers have found that woemei
in many positions give beiter service than men, and
thercfore they will not be willing to displace them
them even for patriotic reasons,

That there will be a large increase in our popul
tion in Canada, seems to be a reasonable suppo:
The very fact that within one year atter the close of
the South African War, no less then 120,000 of the
500,000 British soldiers discharged from the aviny

cmigrated to America, amply  justifies this  state
ment. Thus, it we are to he guided by past expe
rience, we should be preparing now for a heayy in-
flux of immigrants as soon as the war ends.,

Quite apart from the question of British cmigry
tion, we must take into consideration that the poa-
ple of Nordiern Burope will probabiy flock te this
country. [t is true that their labour will be needed
al hone and their governinent will pass laws pro
hibiting emigration.  Nevertheless,  that will  not
Lold them back. It has always becn illowal for the

mon of Russia_ Austria, Haly, and Germaay
their country hefore performing their military duty,
and yet 1,200,000 to 1,500,000 men from Northern
IBurope have arrived each year in America, having

" evaded the suthorities of their home lands.

in Canada we need all the agriculluristz we can
get. As the Northern Europcan usually lizs an agri-
coltural vocation and therefore makes a good ooi-
{ler, we should welcome him and send i where
he is most ncaded- to our North West. he poturn-
od PBritish or Canadian soldier is a more diviicuit
proposition. It is a fallacious dream fo imagine that
any larve proporticn of these men will settle down
on the land. They will not. Our greatezt problem
will be to provide work for thew. In the radical re-
ad weiments of our wage scales we shall find further
complications,

The Canadian Government unfortunately has not
vet deait with the important matter of establishing
labour burcaus and making other practical prepara-
tions for the return of our men and the immigration
that will follow the close of the war
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BY MR. J. R. DOUGALL,
Editor of The Montreal Weekly Witness.

The great effects will be the moral ones.

It is strange how often good comes out of evil.
Out of this horrible Ottawa school war that threat-
ened the life of our nation has come this blessed
bonne en'ente movemeut. Honor to all who have
part in it, and may we yet become a nation indeed.
(Canadians are feeling that they must draw together
if they are going to hold control of their own coun-
try againzt unbaked foreigners. The war has also
aided this geood-will movement. (anadians of both
races have tought well side by side, in much more
even numiers as to native (‘unadians than would
appear from the size of the Kngkrh and Freuch
speaking battalions, and have learned to respect one
another.

Are we Lo be swamped by a new population? Well,
let us do all we cun to make ready. But we shall
yet have time to draw bhreath. In the countrics
from which strangors come labor has been immense-
Iy depleted and there are cities laid  waste and
industrial plants in ruins.  There will be a crying
demand for labor - much less in America,

The migration that will tax the world's shipping
for months and years with our soldiers.

These ure our problems. ~1n five years (‘anada will
he in their hands. What will they be, and what will
they want? Will they be @ loag‘ue' of pension de-
manding parasites, like those of which the United
States hos been prolific, or will they come bhack
feapered by the realities through which they are
passing for higher citizenship?

I wish the c¢hurches had not postponed union till
after the war and were {ree from divisive problems
lo plan feor initiating these strong young men who
shall have cvercome the wicked one into the ser-
vices of clean, lLonest and progressive citizenship.
s future largely depends,

On these the country

BY SIR WILLIAM PETERSON,
Principal of McGill University.

‘"he preblems ihat will contrent us when peace
has been ectabliched ¢o notsscem S0 pressing to me
as the winmning of the war. That is the only thing
(hat matters. Caunzda i3 not yet awake to the real
coriousness of the conflict and it is time she was.
The critical stage of the siruggle hes not passed. 1
Ao not wish to seem to belittiz thy glorious part
which onr sons have played thus fore When the call
came in 1914, to the lasiing erod:t of the Dominion
16t it be said she @id not he:filate, but rose to the
necasion brilisntly. To-day, hove.cr, we seeia to be
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BY MR. J. T. FOSTER,
President of The Montreal Trades Council.

Allowing from a vear to eigtheen months for re-
adjusiments T anticipate an era of unprecedentcd
prosperity for Canada, after the war. .

We norkien do not fear military conscription but
we do fear and should resent industrial conscription
without a simuitaneous conscription of wealth.

There is ne scarcity of labor. of course, some
{rades are having a little difficulty in getting skilled
workers but what I might call our staple industries
are very inactive and have been since 1914. Aund
as a matter of fact some branches of trade, for in-
stance, the building trade, are practically extinct.

Thero h#s been no necessiy for utilizing interned
men as laborers. When that has bezsn done the ma-

tive has been economy on-the part of the employer.
Skilled ‘men are a little scarce in some trades but
semi-skilled and unskilled labor fs plentiful — too
plentiful. Higher wages are bging demanded by the
workerg to meet the higher costs of living and that
accounts in most cases for the employment of in-
terned men. Thcre is a tendency to employ women
to drive men from their positions and that is usually
done fer reasons of economy also.

Allowing a year or a year and a half for readjust-
ments after pcace has been established I expect an
era of unusual prosperity for Canada. Why? Be-
cause, the money raised to meet (Canada's share of
war expenses contributed by Canadians has been
cpent largely in our own country. Then Britain
and the Allies are expending vast sums of money
in Canada, so that Canada should be richer, not poor-
er after the war.

When pedce comes the capitalists who have been
cnriched by the munitions boom are bound to find
something in which they ean invest their accumulat-
ed money, Capital cannot be allowed to remain idle,
therefore, new industries must be develope_d. And
depend upon it the means of utilizing the munition
factories and plants will be found.

Our attitude to National Service? We do not fear
military conscription but we do fear industrial con-
scription. However, we should not resent industrial
conseription if the Government conscripted the profits
instead of allowing the capitalists to be enrichcd
at the expense of conscripted labor.

By MR. HUNTLEY R. DRUMMOND.
President of Canada Sugar Company and a
Director of the Bank of Montreal.

My ideas as to what conditions will follow the
declaration of peace are so vague I would not ven-
ture any prophecy: That I leave to others.

It seems to me sure that if this terrible war
should lead to a revival of a style of living requir-
ing the practice of those old fashioned virtues, thrift,
honesty and hard work—virtues that we had partly
discarded—we will be making the best possible pre-
paration for anything that may occur in the fature.

et us give up electro plate for the solid silver.

Whether we have prosperity or depression after
the war, we certainly will have iremendous problems
to cope with, and heavy burdens fer years to cocme.

Morally fortified in this way against the werst
that may happen, we are also amply prepared for
the best should it come.

Thrift, honesty and hard work should be our
watch-words.

By MR. A. 0. DAWSON,

Vice-President and Managing Director Can-
adian Cottons, Limited.

The outlook for trade in cotton piece goods is

hopeful for the next few months: All the cotton

mills are well sold ahead, and further orders are
obtainable when wanted. As the cotton crop of the
U'nited States this year will run about 3,000,000
hales below the requirements of the world’s spin-
ners, this staple is likely to rule very high in price
throughout the year. Add to this the cnormous
prices being paid for dyestuffs, chemicals and all
other supplies, and it can be seen that the mills
will be compelled to obtain very full prices for their
products.

If the war should by any means come to a speedy
close, it is believed that raw cotton would reach a
very high figure, due to the fact that the Central
Empires are desperately in need, and the demand
for at least a few months would be unprecedented.

¥ngland is taking a large quantity of cotton, con-
stdering that she is badly handicapped through a
shortage of textile workers, and because of this
shoriage and the increased difficully of shipping,
there is sure to be a heavy shrinkage in the imports
of cotton cloths from England into Canada during
the period of the war.

The quantity of cotton being used in the manufac-
ture of automobiles, tires, cushions, etc., is enor-
mous, and most of this business has developed since
the outbreak of t}‘:e war.

There is still a great shortage of help in the cot-
ton mills, and these industries will doubtless be able
to absorb some of the workers who will later on be
liberated from the munition factories. The same
may be said of other industries, so that it would ap-
pear as if there will not be any great surplus of
labor for many months after the war has come to &
close.




