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“The reason, is beeanse I must not allow to any man my help or my
converse on too easy terms. Before ever my die was allowed to turn
thy fate, I was compelled to give thee certain intim ations from whic h thon
knewest with whom it was xluu thou wert deali

“With whom, then, was it that [ was dealin eried Schroll, staring
with his eyes wide open, and his hair standing erect

“Thou knewest comrnde, at that time, thon knowest at this moment,”
snid the pediar lnughing, and tapping him on the shoulder. “But what
is it that thou desirest 7

Schroll struggle
he said immec l)..
1 wish.”

“Very well; but first of all staud out of the blaze of this golden
writing on the wall; it is a writing that has nothing 1w do with thee
Here are dice; never allow them to go out of thy own possession ; for
that might bring thee into great trouble. When thon nee me, light a
fire at the last stroke of the midnight hour; throw in my and with
loud Inughter. They will er and then split. At that
moment eateh at them in the flames ; but let not the moment slip, or thon
artlost. And let not thy courage be daunted at the sight that 1 cannot
but send before me whensover I appear. Lastly, avoid choosing any
holy day. lurlhl- work ; and beware of the priest’s bendiction.  Here, take
the diee

Schroll eanght at the dien with one han

“hen the next looked up
itted the buryin round to return as hastily o
the gaming-house, where the light of candles was still visible

But it was with the greatest difficulty that he obtained money enongh
from a “friend’’ to enable him to make the lowest stake which the rules
allowed. He f d it & much easier task t rsuade the
the dice which he had brought wit! this nothiug
A very common superstition, and no px
and he should naturally have benefited ali kv y the good luck
But the nature of the charm was, that only the
- e enjoyed their supernatnal powers aud hen~_ it wa
that, towards morning, Schroll reeled
pleasure, and laden with the money of all present, to the garret wher
his family were lying, half frozen and

Their outward condition was imr
which Schroll had won was sufficient not only for their immediate and
most pressing wants ; it w
and to leave a sum sufficlent for a very

With this sum, and in better attire
house of more fashionable resort, and came home in  th
with gold

He now opened an establishment himself and so much did his family
improve in external appearances within a very few weeks, that the police
began to keep a watchful eye over him

T'his induced him to quit the city, and to change his residance con
tinually All the different baths of Germany he
other towns ; but, though his dice perseveringly maintained their lnck
he yet never accomulated any money Everything
upon the dissipated life which he and his family pursued

At length, at the Baths of———, the matter began to take an unfor
tunate turn. A violent passion for a beautiful young lady
Rudolph had attached himself to in vain at balls, coneerts, and even at
church, suddenly bereft him of all sense and discretion. One night
when Schroll (who now styled himself Captain von Schrollshansen ) was
anticipating & master-stroke from probably for the purpose of
winning the lady by the display of overtlowing wealth and splendor, sud
denly they lost their virtus, and failed him without warning, Hither
to they had lost only when he willed them to lose ; but on this oceasion,
they failed at so critical & moment, as to lose him not only all his own

but a good dea! besides that he had borrowed
mming with rage, he eame home He asked furionsly after his wife
she was from home. e examined the attentively ; and it appeared
to him that they were not his own. A powerful suspicion seized upon
him

Madam von Schrollshansen had her own
self.  Without betraying its org asionally given her
specimens of the privilege atach ; and she had pressed him
earnestly to allow her the use of them for a single evening. It was truc
he never parted with them even on going to 1; but it was possible
that they might have been change leeping. The more
hie brooded upon this suspic ore
barely possible, it became probable; from a pmw lity it ripened into a
certainty ; und thiscertainty recieved vh fullest confirmationat this mo
ment when she retarned homein the and anounced to him
that she had been this night overwh good luck in proof of
which, she poured out upon the table n considerable sum in gold coin

And now,” she addod laughingly,” I care no longer for
nay, to tell the truth, I would notexchange my own for them

Rudolph, now confirmed in his snspicions, demanded the dice, as his
Kmqwrl\ that had been purloined from him. She langhed and refused

{o insisted with more vehemence; she retorted with warmth; both

were ierated ; and, at length, in the extremity of his wrath Ru
v--.lupn knife and stabbod her; the knife pierced her heart ;
le sob, wad convulsed for a moment, and expired
exclaimed, when it clearly appearc ) examina

b #hé had in her purse were not those which he

; bat, overcome by his desolate condition
I would have dice that sha | win whenever

k once or twice

whilst with the other he cover
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possible to
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of any imposture, a

home intoxicated with wine and

improved. The ‘mone

enough also to pay for a front apartment
considerable stake

Rudolph repaired to a g
evening laden

aming

resorted to  beyond

was squandered

whom

|

min

geirclens well as him
fow

ngthened from being

¥ your dice;

) snat

¢
e b lhmuq:h "
isturhed : but ¢ir nstances betrayed it to the knowled;
@ he was preparing to make it publi
dphsucceeded in purchasing the man’s silence,
. ke over to the landlord » large sum of
or, with whom he had long pursued a
ably 1w this arrangement, it was publicly
hrollstimasen had destroyed herself under a
riaeis, o which she had been long subject.
dly wise chose to be -upuc- on this matter :
ificiently deep iu the murdered person to

»Budelph far more disturbance of mind

.
A witnessed the murder : the child had slept |
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than the murder of his onee beloved wife,
repeated experience, that his dice had forfeited their power
now heen a loser for two days running
d to abscond on a nisty
m iner o daily, h

host, as a pledge for his return and fulfilment of his promises
not have absconded, if it had been in his er 1o summons
connsellor forthwith ; but on account of the great festival of
which fell on the very next day, this summons was necessarily
for a short time y staving, he would have reduced himself 1o
cossity of pretexts for deln
charncter with his ereditor wherea
money sufficient to meet his debts

was the full confirmation |Ilu|"
For he had
t an extent, that he was

" child,

wity of leaving

towards whom his

affc

\wenting vari in order 10 keep up his

returned with a sum of
would be silenced at

when he
all suspicions
onee

In the metropolis of an adjacent territory hn\\hu]\ he resorted so oft en
thar he kept lodging there constautly, he passed itsunday with im
paticnce, and resolved on the succeeiling u ht to sum:ion sid converse
with his ¢ llor.  Impatient, however as he was of any delay, he did
not on that account feel vhn less anxiety as the hour of midnight ap-

proached

Thongh he was quite alone in his apartment,
behind at the baths, vet long hefore midnight he faneicd that
i whispering round about him. The purp
that he had rezarded till now as a matter of
le monstrous shape.  Moreove
If thoug
grenily shaken. However,
with the last stroke of twelve,
split upon the rth, and threw
the dice into the flame th frightfully
ym the empty hall and stairense nfused and half stifled by the

’ . fow

and had left his servant
he heard

footstey
ditati
display
that his
to conrnge

was enjoined, therefo
ready

no choi¢
he set on fire the wood which lay

Saliis hiect
he for w"\'u-HHHy}n!“J to his father's house

on hi th-bed just as he had actually beheld him H
lips the very same expression of h plication and an
he had at that tim el him. Once again he

he seemed to expire

Schroll was I

ted by the alled up and reanimated in
all his honorable
nt period of his life. At this moment
dice eracked for the first time ; and Schiroll turn we towards
o flan A second time the smoke stifed reveal
vsecond pictare. He saw himself on the day pefore the scene of the sand

setting in his dengeon Ih lergyman was with him.  From the
red to be just saying: Blessed
Rudolph thought of the dispos
which the clergyman hab raised

picture, which

his memory, with the power of a mighty tormentor
plans and prospects from that in

sression of his countenat appe
are the dead that die in the 1‘,|
ition in which he then was of the hopes
in him and of the feeling which he then had, that he
father, or had become worthy by
rhed the Ceng
For now
T Was enr

appenred g
her ehildren

had taken toevil courses

one that was not at all more consolatory
thieves, in which the unhappy widow of We
loft without, connsel, wi
kground stood the
hed out ward
wen with ord «

of these ruined children
and
f impeaclment against

owards |

ont of the bosom of th moke arosa

) chase im from one cor

third splitting of the dice,
the figrure of his murdered wife, who secmed
ner of the room to another, until at length she eame and took & seat at
of which, Rud
anhappy Weber had stretchid themselves ; and
low and noj and moaning

by the sid h now observed with horror,

il the

the fire-place
his buried fat
they earried

s whispering

1 together
agitated him with a mysterious horre
After long and hideons visions, Rndolph heheld the flames grow weaker
and weaker He approached gures that stood round alout held
up their hands in a threatening A moment later, and the time
was gone for ever ; and Kudolpl ul‘ fulse friend bad assorted, was a
lost man. With the cournge pir he p od throvgh the midst of
the threatning figures, and snatched th dice,—which were no
A than they split asunder dreadful sound, before

sooner touck

which the apparitions vinished in a body
I'he evil counsell

er, and asked w snorting sound.  What wouldist th

of ngrave-dig
1 from me ¥
tepping

appenred on this oceasion in th

I would remind you «
back with awe ;* vour dive have lost their pow
hrongh whose fault
Rudolph was silent, and covered his eyes from the
of the fiendish being who w azing npon him
“Thy foolish desires led thee in ¢ hase of the be awitiful maiden injo the
charch; my words were fory wid the benedietion, azainst which I
warned thee, disharmed the dice of their power. In future observe my
directions better.””
So saying he vanis
hearth.
After such scenes sleep was not to be thoughit of ; and Rudelph resolved
if possible, 1o make trial of his dice this very night. The lLall at the
hotel over the way, to which he had been invited, and from which the

(To be Continued)

your promise,” answered

withering glances

and Schroll found three new dice upon the

THE PRIVATE OF THE BUFF

BY SIR F. H. DOYLE
“ Some Seiks, and a private of the Bnffs, having remained
behind with the grog-carts, fell into the hands of the Chinese.
On the next morning, they were brought before the authorities,
and commandsd o perform the kotou. The Seiks obeyed; but
soldier, declaring that.he would not pro-
n‘bcfnn any Chinaman slive, was immedistely

Moyse, the E
strate himself



