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HE visitor to England may see the
Glastonbury thorn in many an old
English garden. Tradition tells

how this thorn blossomed in the spring
as did other thorns, and also on Christ-
mas Day, “ mindful of our Lord" The
story of its first planting upon the hill-
side at Glastonbury many centuries ago
may contain much of romance and folk-
lore, but it carrles with it a beautiful
lesson especially applicable to the Christ-
mas season. Tennyson says:

*“Tt, the good saint
Arimathean Joseph, journeying brought
To Glastonbury, where the winter thorr
Blossoms at Christmas, mindful of our
Lord.”

The following legend of the Christmas
thorn is largely taken from an article
which appeared some years ago in Acta
Vietoriana. by Edward C. 8 Huycke, B.A.
LLB., K.C. now Judge of Peterborough
County Mr. Huycke first describes
Mastonbury, a town near the famous
hattle ground of Sedgemoor. in Somerset
County, Eneland. Overlooking the town
is a frowning hillside, ordinarily known
as Glastonbury Tor. This is a historie
and romantic olace. with the hamlet of
Queen Camel. the ruins of Cadbury Castle
and King Arthur's well, all that is left of
the famous Camelnt. the home and court
of the renowned Kine Arthur. Ouoting
literally from Judge Huvck's article:

“And here in the rich. dim efty. and
on the sacred mount of Camelot. was the
miehty hall, ‘which Merlin built for
Arthur long ago. the stateliest nnder
heaven' And in that mighty hall and
about the Table Round, King Arthur drew
together—

“e A glarious eomnany. the flawer of men
To serve as model for the mighty world
And be the fair beginning of a time'"

Looking to the northward from Glas
anhnry Tor. towards the River Severn
and Rritish Channel, is a rich flat platean,
surrounded by river. marsh and meadow,
formerly the Tsle of Avalon or Avillion.
meaning the Tsle of Apoles or the Glassy
Tele. a snot famed In historv hy French
tronbadour. Chaucer. and other old Eng.
Vich poets, and nortrayed upon canvas by
the hrush of a Millals and a Leiehton

Rt why so fabled and so famous?
Lot historv answer, or rather, let a com-
bination of history and romance, myth
and legend make reply. Again we quote
from Judge Huycke s article:

“Baron tells us in his Joseph
D'Arimathea. how after the resurrection
of our Lord the good Saint Joseph of
Arimathea was put in prison by the
Romans for befriending the hrist. or
more strictly speaking, for having stolen
his body, they, of course, denying His
resurrection

“The good Joseph had taken the cup of
graal (or Holy Grafl, and of this another
tale) which Jesus used at the last supper
in the upper room. and In it had caught a
tew drops of blood from the body of the
stricken Christ as Fle was taken from the
cross: thig cup and blood he kept as his
richest treasure, his latest heritage from
the Master he had so fondly loved and =o
lately served. This blood kept ever alive,
ever beating, ever throbbing. as if still in
touch with the living heart of God,
springing from the fount of all love—
human and Divine. Joseph took his
treasure to prison with him. and re.
mained there farty-two years, ti11 released
by the order of the Emperor Titus. Dur-
fng all this time he scarcely ate or drank.
being sustained by the living presence of
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his Master, and so happy was he that he
declared his years in prison were no
longer to him than three days, and could
scarcely be persuaded he had been there
a longer period.

“ His wealth having been confiscated, he
determined to glve his life to the service
of his Lord, and placed himself under
the direction of St. Philip. Joseph was
directed by a Divine vision in a dream
to go to the far westland—to the Island
of Avaron, or Avalon (he knew not where
it was), there to seek rest for himself, to
found a church of Christ and seek a
home for his treasure, the grail.

“He salled away far over the western

seas, ar' finally touched Britain;
ascending (he Humber, he went off to
the south over the shallow waters till his
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shown you still in many an English gar-
den.”

Joseph, the story goes on, thus encour-
aged by the Divine approval so miracu-
lously shown, built there a little chapel
of wood and woven twigs, the first Chris-
tian church in England. Quite near to
its site was afterwards erected the famous
Glastonbury Abbey, where the gova King
Arthur is said to have been buried.

In our own Canada, on the Niagara
frontier, also rich in historic associations,
is a spot known as “Paradise Grove,
where, upon an open heath, lonely and
apart, long stood a plcturesque clump of
thorn trees. Mr. William Kirby, it is said,
has traced the planting of these trees,
showing them to have been brought
originally from Palestine to Avignon—

GLASTONBURY, FROM WEARY-ALL-HILL.
From *“Here and There in the Homeland.”

ships touched bottom at the foot of Glas-
tonbury Tor. Surrounded by his family
and friends he painfully ascended the hill
and on the very peak of the Tor paused
to look about over the surrounding pros-
pect. Delighted with the view, he deter-
mined to make this his home and there
build a church for the worship of the
Master, and a safe home for the cup con-
taining the holy *blood of God."

“ 8o saying, he struck his staff into the
ground in token of his Intended stay.
when lo. before thelr very eyes, the staff
forthwith began to bud and soon put
forth both leaves and branches, Tt struck
{ts roots deev into the earth and was very
=0on a beautiful thorn tree. It grew and
flourished there for many vears, indeed
for centuries, and became known far and
wide as the Glastonbury thorn, or the
Christmas thorn. But why the Christ-
mas thorn? Strange tn say. this tree
Hossomed twice a year. first at Baster, in
the snring time. as d1d other thorns. and
ancondly. mirabile dictu. on Christmas
Dav as well, *mindful of our Lord'

The original tree. according to the
leeend. was visited hy eountless pilerims,
who regarded 1t with adoration and with
awe, Tt was destroved or died. it is sald
ahout the time of the Reformation, but ft
was pronagated hy sling from the narent
tree, and Glastonbury thorns will be

descendants, it is averred, of the true
Spira Christi. In his Canadian Idylls
Mr. Kirby says:

“Count Bois le Grand sought on a spot of

loveliness, "twas full,

Of sandwort's silvered leaf and stem,
with down of fairy wool,

Hard by the sheltering grove of oak he
set the holy thorn,

Where still it grows, and ever shows

How sharp the crown of scorn.

Christ wore for man. reminding him
what pain for sin was borne.”

Although the holv thorn and the Christ-
mas thorn referred to are probably not
the same. each fs symbolic of the life
and atonement of Christ for the sins of
men. A London fournal is authority for
the statement that in the year that the
o'd stvle of counting Hme was changed
for the new, the Glastonburs thorn
hloomed on the old Christmas instend of
the new. Bunt whether historieal or
lemendary. the stories of that historie spot
whera lone agn was held Rine Arthur's
Conrt. of the erection of the first Chris-
Han ehnrch In this far land over the seas,
*he lerend of the blossoming thorn have
their Tesenn for ns at this season.

Tndea Huveke saye: “Real or mythieal
or as {8 more probable, a combination of
the two, obscured by the Intervening

Decem

years, t
Arthur |
national
race. It
or not |
for idea
history,
Camelot
his touw
shadow
retreat
and wo
Maker.”
* King
of redre
the prc
among |
ness an
and hel
ideal of
Christ.
made ¢
tried to
moral e
denial ¢
take th
blem of
symbol
legend
staff a
legends
tian sel

this g
time |

“To
The
To

To



