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Thote and Comment

Practically every third man in the Brige

ish Army in India is & total alstainer,
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The English Parliament recently passed a
bill compelling shopkeopers to provide seats
for their women clerks.
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A Presbyterian layman of New York City
paid the expenses of fifty four Presbyterian
ministers of that city at a recent conference
at Northfield,
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In proportion to population, North liore
wick is sald to be the wealthiest town in
Scotland. It has an annual value of reul
property per inhabitant of about 412,
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The Czechs of Bohemla have vaised $15,000
for a monument to that great reformer befos
the Reformation, John Huss The govern
ment prohibits it thus far, but the Bohemians
insist on having it and on placing it in the
public square of Pragnuc
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It is not possible to pardon a man for &
crime ke never committed. But the Wrench
always strive aften euphony. Aad they must
of course, endeavor to live up *o their pro
vern that it Is the impossible which always
happens.,
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Japan is to have an Arctic expedition. The
Government wishes to develop in the Japan
ese the spirit of adventure and discovery
which has rendered the English nation so
powerful.  The only places available for ex-
ploration by sea are the Arctic region of the
north and the Antarctic region of the south.
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By a fall of rock which occurred re-
cently at Niagara Falls the Horshoe Falls
has been  restored to its proper shape from
which it derives its name. Of late years the
Fall has been nearly V-shaped, destroying
much of its natural beauty. From 1842 to
1890 it is stated that 275,000,000 cubic feet of
rock had fallen away.
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At the Pasteur Institute in Paris, 1465 per-
sons were treated in 1898, and all but three
were cured. For the thirteen years from
the foundation of the Institute to the end of
the year 1898, 13,181 persons were treated in
Paris, and out of this number only 99 died.
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The railroads now in operation iu Africa
or under actual construction are nearly 10,000
miles in extent. About two-fifths of the dis-
tance from the Cape to Cairo has already
been spanned by raiload lines. It is hoped
they may meet at the equator ahout 1910,
Already rallroads run north from Cape Colo-
ny about 1400 miles, and south from Cairo
about 1,100 miles, thus making 2,600 miles
of the “Cape to Calro” rallroad complete.
The intermediate distance #s about 3,000
miles.
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Many a case of typhoid fever is directly
traceable to impure drinking water. A sim-
ple test, and one which all can try, is as fol-
lows: Draw a tumbler of water from the
tap or pump at night; put a plece of white
tump sugar in it and place the tumbler on
the Kitche  mantle shelf or anywhere that
the tempea re will not be under 60 de~
grecd. In the morning the water, if pure,
will be perfectly clear, while if contaminated
by impurities, the water will be milky., This
is said to be a sure test,
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Japan, not Russia, s now dominant in
Korea,  She is skilfully crowding Russia out
of the peninsula. At present I a holds
only three small sites on the Korean coast
an < lease of twelve years under the super
vielon of the maritime company. Jrpan is
also in close relations with China. The re-
vent overtures from CLina to Jajan have
disturbed Russia, The latter has uttered a
warning against an alliance between tht two
former. It is understood that China has
proposed to give to Japan the sole control of
the mines and most of the railway lines in
the provinces where foreign influcnce e
dreaded. The two nations seem to be making
common case against western aggression,

After all, beer does not keep down drunkens
ness in Germany, though such claim has
been often and persistently nmade, So great
has been the increase of drunkenness In that
country of late, that the government has be
come alarmed, and has been led to announce
A #evere measure . After New Year's day of
1900, every habitual drunkard—and this in-

cannot provide for his affairs or en-
8 the safety of others" —m 1y be put ui-
der the care of a curator who has power to
place him in a curative institution as long
a8 may seem necessary,
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In Belfast, Treland, Berne, Switzerland;
Cork, Treland; Marseilles, France; Prague,
Austria, and Sydney, Australia, the street car
fare is two cents for any distance. In Dub-
lin, the fare is a cent a mile. Ia Berlin it is
two and a half cents for the first two miles
and one cent for each additional mile. In
Florence, Ttaly, it is two cents from the out-
#Kirts to the center of the city and three cents
across the city. In ris the fare inside the
‘busses and cars 18 six cents and three cents
a seat on the top. In Caleutta, India, the
fares run from two and a half to four and a
half cents a mile.  In Ghent, Belglum, Lyons
France and other cities, there are different
fares for first and second-clase seats.
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Considerable changes have taken place in
the arrangements for the World's C.E. Con-
vention, to be held in London in July, 1900,
Partly owing to the strong feeling of many
Endeavorers against the opening o the Crys-
tal Palace ¢ Sundays it is proposed to give
up the Crystal Palace g thering, and to hold
the entire series of meetings, with the excep-
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ton of the Sunday services, and a great wel-
come meeting at the Albert Hall, at Wembley
Park. T whole park will be engaged for
the time of the Convention, and the greater
part of its 260 acres will be oceupied by huge
encampments for arlegates and tents to ac-
commodate gudiences totalling to about 50,000,
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On a recent Sabbath morning Rev. A, Con-
nell, Regent Square Presbyterian  Church,
London, intimated to his congregation two
slight alterations which he proposed making
In the service of the “hurch. He had often
noticed how sirangers joined in the Lord’s
Prayer, ana he hoped his own people would
find courage to raise their volces when he
began the petition, and after the offering had
heen taken he wished the worshippers to sing
the doxo!o: every Sabbath, and he would
give the signal for beginning by standing up:
then when the singing ceased he would pro
nounce the concluding blessing,
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The great Pan-Preshyterian Council at
Washington brought together some three
hundred of the most influential representa-
tives of Presbyterianism throughout the world
The Rev. Dr. MacViear principal of the
Montrea® Presbyterian llege, was, for the
seventh tiine, a delegate from the Pre yter-
lan Assembly, and on his return was inter-
Viewed by a Witness report r to whom he gave
the following impressions of the gathering:
“The absence of so many tamiliar faces p
duced a rather painful impression. Death nat
called away such noted men as Drs. McCosh,
Calrns, Hall, Chambers, Schafr, Blalkie,
Hoage, etc., who were wont to take part in
a gathering which attracts delegates from all
parts of the world. The programme submit-
ted, according to the doctor, might have been
@ little fresher in some respects. The pro-
gramme for 1905, at the meeting in Liverpool,
will be muech more up to date, as by that
time certain grave questions will press for
tiseussion. On the other hand, such ques-
tions as evoli'‘on and the higher criticism
were discussed, with much abllity, the spirit
of progress not being incompatible with loy-
alty to the bible. Dr. McCook, of Philadel-
phia, was singularly forceful and eloquent
upon the subject of evolution, remarking that
if, as some young minds were in the habit
of thinking, religion was an evolution, then
there must be a best, and Christianity was
the best, ‘which,’ added Dr. MacViear, ‘is
abundantly proved by the beneficence and
civilization which have flowed from it, surpas-
sing all the systems of the past. Dr, Lang,
of Glasgow, the president, was able, and was
particularly interesting in his allusion to the
hop-skip-and-jump method by wlich a know-
ledge of the bible was acquired nowadays in
the Sunday-schools, The habit of personal
visitation of families and of holding cate-
chetieal examinations in the Scriptures, was
a thing of the past—a fact which was much
to be regretted., “The hnspnnmy was un-
bounded,” sald the doctor, ‘and the reception
given by the President of the United States
was at once dignified anq cordial. When 1
was presented he made flattering reference
to Montreal and Canada.”
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