
evitably foll.nv its introduction there, owin^r to its poi.sonou.s
explosive and dest.-uctive nature, an<l praying, the Uovenunent
to pi'ohil.it It. Ihey evidently for a long time succeede<l as
t[iat city was not lighted witli gas until live years afterwardsA hriet statement, showing the slow rate of progress Coal
tras made tor a long time, may not here be out of place

The lirst proposals to light a town with Coal Gas were
niade in Eng and as early as 1705. It was not practically ap-
j.hed tor lighting until 1792, when William Murdoch li-dited
Jiis own house with it in Re.lrutli, Cornwall. It was not fntro-
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London until 1807, when a private individual li-dited

Pall Mall with it, and a gas company was not formed there
until 1810. Pans was not lighted with gas until 1820 New
iork until 1834, and Philadelphia until 183.).

The idea of lighting by electricity was entertained over
thirty years ago, and attempts were then made to introduce it
Imt it IS only recently that to any extent tliis idea has been
l)ractically carried out.

Apart, however—from any other consideration, there were
powerful economic rea.sons, such as the high price of Anthra-
cite Coal and Oil, to prevent the successful introduction of
Water Gas m England, and on this account it is doubtful if it
v>^ill ever make much headway there.

Whatever want of success it may have met with in En-land
\Vater (ias is making rapid progress in America—about^sixty
<-ompanies having adopted it within about five years, four (if
them being in Canada, whilst a number (.f new works are con-
tracted for or are in course of construction.

One of the i)roce.s.ses referred to as having failed in England
—the Tessie du Mota>—was inti-oduced, with modifications ami
improvements, in New York, about five years ago, and has beenm successful operation ever since. Ab(mt four years since in
consequence of the great demand for their gas.^he Company
working tlie process erected new works capable of producin-.-
three million cubic feet per diem. Other works have sinw
been erected elsewhere, and are working successfully.

The Lowe Process, wliich Mr. Littlehales says is almost a
pi-ecise copy of Kirkham's plan, differs from it in some material
points, as can be easily shown, and is a great improvement
upon it.

_

In both the "Report" and Mr, Littlehales' letter exception
IS taken to the gas now supplied by this Company, principally
upon two gruunds, namely, its qititlit}/ and xajdi/.


