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They are safe against military despotism wielded by a corrupt
government only when they have in their hands the means of
controlling the supplies icquirod for the maintenance of a
military organization."

Such is a summary of a state paper remarkable for it«
correct interpretation of the peaceful aspirations of the Cana-
dian people and equally rcmarkabli- for its stout resistance to
the theory then current that national credit and international
influence were solely to be measured in terms of military force.
It was remarkable, too, in the time and circumstances of its
preparation, for the iinaffination of Canadians had already been
stirred by the movement for the federation of the e'astem
Provinces with Canada and the prospect of the acquisition
of the vast domain held under the rule of the Hudson's Bav
Company, and even the early extension of the Dominion to the
shores of the Pacific Ocean. If ever there was a time when a
people might have been forgiven for glorying in their connec-
tion with an imperially minded people and in making a display
of the sj-mbols and attributes of military power it was at this
time and with such a prospect before them.

Who, then, were these four commissioners who refused to
assume that a nation's neighbor should be its permanent enemy-
and who foresaw in the multiplication of thrifty homes of intel-
ligent people a greater strength in time of trial than in the
hired soldier whose dominance leads to despotism?

Let them stand forth to the gaze of the Canadians of 1914.
The first of the four whose name is signed to the report is

John A. Macdonald, the first Premier of the new Dominion,
who could nevertheless say in his closing years, "A British sub-
ject I was born ; a British snbject I will die.
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The second of the four is George Etienne Cartier, the
French-Canadian patriot who is reported to have said that the
last shot fired in defence of British liberties in Canada would
be fired by a French-Canadian. And let it not be forgotten
that he himself was the first Dominion Minister of Militia.

The third is George Brown, the champion of the people's
rights, an unselfish zealot in the cause of representative gov-
ernment, who was great enough to lay aside the sword of the
disputant that the people of every Province and race might
be one.

And the fourth to complete the square in this cornerstone
of statesmanship was Alexander T. Gait, the first builder in
the economic policy of united Canada.

But Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir George E. Cartier, George
Brown and Sir A. T. Gait had another mission besides that
relating to Canadian defence when they went to England in
1865 and that other mission was to plan the basis of the con-


