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was able to make arrangements for the passage of

what became known as the Gorman Compromise

Bill, which radically altered the character of the

original measure by the adoption of 634 amend-

ments. It passed the Senate on the 3d of July by

a vote of thirty-nine to thirty-four. The next step

was the appointment of a committee of conference

between the two Houses, but the members for the

House showed an unusual determination to re-

sist the will of the Senate, and on the 19th of July

the conferees reported that they had failed to

reach an agreement. When President Cleveland

permitted the publication of a letter which he

had written to Chairman Wilson condemning the

Senate bill, the fact was disclosed that the in-

fluence of the Administration had been used to

stiffen the opposition of the House. Senator Ger-

man and other Democratic Senators made sharp

replies, and the party quarrel became so bitter

that it was soon evident that no sort of tariff bill

could pass the Senate.

The House leaders now reaped a gieat advan'

from the Reed rules to the adoption of which they

had been so bitterly opposed. Availing themselves

of the effective means of crushing obstruction pro-

vided by the powers of the Rules Committee, in


