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•houUi iMHontf Miatul.irrtixtHl, jutt an truly 4» that of (.irm utrxk or the

rffr( livfiUHM of .»n arniy marhini*, in iM-iiiK in.uli- |il.iin today, not more
from thi- niv<U of llic niiu.itiuii than from what h.m licvn atromphthrd.

UiMiT.piuynMni <>l>vioui»ly, wh4t i» first iUH:rM.try In to o'.»t.iin the

T^j^fH fa« Is rcttaniinK cxiittinK «on<lition» in rvcry <om-
munily Thiit iit l>ein|{ hi-r<* and ihcri* worki-d out by

•anitdry Murveyit of tiM-al arrai*. In August, 1015, and in IVhruary,

1916. a survi-y of a New York an-a, hoUlinK lO.tKM) pcrHons, wan maile

by thi- iloanl of Health. It was a dcns«- distriit, but still one in

which, uwing to the dgv and type uf (tupulation, the mortality it

lowest. .At both extremes' "f life the imii.ence of disease was found to

bo Krt'atest. ami k"'****"'' •" '•<»'h in February than in August; yet.

further, in the Kroup iK'twi-en 5 and Is year*, the incidence of sick-

nesa was four times as high in February, on account of contagioua

di-^atwrs. It is remarked: "The excessively high rate amim^st the
unemplfiyed must lie attributed to the fact that ill-health was the

cause of uit<'mployment of many in this group. Of the 7S7 sick, or

2.5 per cent of the total population in February. 75 per cent were
incapacitated, while more than one-fifth were in hospitals or sana«

toria. pensioners of the public." Comparing the August with the

February census, and striking an average, the report states, it may
fairly be said that every day in the year there would be 548 case*

•ick, or. say. 50() in .W.OOO. or 1 in every 60; of whom 300 are in-

capacitated—just 1 per cent. In 33 cases of tuberculosis the

duration was over 3 years. Of the total 79 per cent received treat-

ment from a physician and 1 1 per cent used family remedies. Of the

79 per cent, there were 34 who received treatment by private physi-

cians, 35 per cent from dispensaries and 10 per cent in hospitals. On
an estimate of $1 for ciist of treatment and dru^s, the lost earning

capacity in wages to this community would he S200,<MM) antiuiily, or

$40 per family, equal to SM)().(«)0.(K3<) f(.r all New York.

Discussing the general result of this sickness census the report

states:

"While much is to Ih' done in combatting the ravages of the
infectious diseases, we have, nevertheless, accomplished so much in

reducing their incidence and mortality, that we may now turn our
attention to those other diseases whiih, while not communicable or
infectious, are nerverthtless preventable. We refer particularly to the
degenerative diseases. Nor is prevention of thesi- diseases an easy
matter, railing fur such simple sanitary precautious as is<»laiion,

quarantine and the like—measures which the department clearly has
the power to enforce; but rather does the prevention of these diseases

lie in attacking the social problems of today, and in attacking those
prublerito uvfr whith the power of the department is perforce iisiiitcd.

Our study of the mortality of the city, by sanitary areas, has supplied
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