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W5 Report Unfair

The role of the press in
covering any story is
always a difficult one to
define. The press must act
as a watchdog for the
public but at the same time
must avoid the temptation
to ‘take matters into their
own hands’. Thre press
must also try to be as sub-
jective as possible
(although total subjectivity
is impossible) in order to
honestly and fairly present
any issue to the public. The

public itself should not
stand for anything less.

Off all journalistic fields
this is perhaps the most
true of the electronic
media. Roughly 90% of the
population of North
America depend upon elec-
tronic media for their news.
This puts tremendous im-
portance on any story TV or
radio reports. The duty to
present both sides of the
guestion becomes even
greater when you are facing
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an audience that ranges in
the millions.

Any journalist that you
meet will tell you all of the
above stated principles are
true and must be followed
if reporting is to be taken
seriously at all. As a result
the W5 program that ap-
peared on the CTV network
last Sunday night can not
be taken seriously as a
piece of credible jour-
nalism. The blatant attack
on foreign students is
something that | would ex-
pect from some under paid
deputy minister with
nothing better to do on a
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Friday night, not from a
program that has at times
in the past been one of the
better public affair
programs that TV has to of-
fer.

The issue of the foreign
students is a difficult and
an emotional one. The duty
of the CTV should have
been to present both sides
of the issue fairly and

evenly. Instead the network
chose to present a one-
sided view of the problem
that has been condemned
for its unfairness for from
one end of the country to
the other.
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One can only hope the
storm of protest has taught
all journalist (and the
public a lesson). No matter
how flashy or professional
looking any piece of jour-
nalism appears, the public
should always question its
accuracy. After all isn’t that
the real purpose of any
form of journalism, to get
the public interested
enough to get involved in
the debate. Hopefully the
next time the CTV decides
to do an issue concerning
students, both sides of the
question will be given
equal time.

Letters
Engineers
Upset

To the Editor:

In last week’s issue of the
Gazette there was an article
labelled “Engineers Visit
King’s” and an editorial titled
“Violence must stop”.

With reference to these two
articles there are some cor-
rections to be made:

(I) | was quoted as saying,
“eggs thrown, windows
were broken and campus
police were beaten up”.
This is quoted out of

context, what was actually
said was “| heard reports

and complaints that eggs.

were thrown, windows
were broken and campus
police were beaten up”.

(ii) 1am quoted as saying “for
damage that did occur, on
behalf of the engineers, |
apologize”. This is a bla-
tant lie, and was never
said by me.

(iii) In the editorial, it was
stated, “They've already
been sued once for hurting
someone”. This is also a
blatant lie and the Engi-
neering Society defies the
Gazette to publish or

produce any document
that says such.
On behalf of the Engineer-
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ing Society we feel that the
articles above mentioned were
biased, unfair and under-
handed and are an attempt by
the Gazette to give the engi-
neers a bad name. We also
feel, it is unscrupulous of the
Gazette to attempt to make an
entire group look bad because
of the actions of an unknown
few, especially when it is not
clear that they were actually
engineers.

The attempt of the Gazette
to say that the engineers are
irresponsible and that we pull
the “who me” act is not true.
To clarify, the Engineering
Society will take responsibility
for any damages that occur at
the engineering society event,

when it can be proven that it
was the engineering society
that causes such damages.

We wish that the Gazette
would abandon its anti-engi-
neers editorial since we feel
that the two groups have a lot
to gain by mutual co-oper-
ation, and a lot to loose by
mutual aggravation.

Keith Wellband
President, Dalhousie
Engineering Society

Sir James Dunn Building
Dalhousie University

Last year several engineers
attempted to break into the
Gazette's office and stamp the
paper with an obsene

message promoting their
yearly ball. During the ensuing
disturbance a female Gazette
staffer was hit on the head and
required hospitalization. She
also lost her sight for several
days.

Since blame could not be
placed on the engineer
society as a whole, David
Bolivar, last year's society
president was sued. Mr.
Bolivar however decided to
settle out of court before any
action against him could be
taken.

All of the above facts can be
documented regardless of
what any person or group may
allege.
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