uch

their
ring
d, a-
Orse-
> Or-
ation
t the
king
blem
eport
view
2xtra-
f ine
orical

LIKE
OuT,

.....

‘G A |

thing like (e gltles
Shaw, Depy

Robert

missioner-

General of tilreal World

Fair, said h
“There 4
them, they's
‘ make a lot of
talks about (.
nowhere ney
civilization {
think,” Mr, §
viewers,
“Like the
have disappey
of the earth by
He was
confernece tg
publicized vig
tists might fr@
way from the i
real Star, Fe
{(We need ol
Shaw, now a
principal of )
was referred tg
manifesto as s
which might
“sub-ape”.)
If the FLQ

)y

ne

i
‘y

disappeared, {8l
was alive and g,

ber of groy
which emph i
political work
ing class: L'A
ing class:
Etudiante,
Etudiants du
ly its social
the Mouvemd
Populaire (an|
socialist-indepe
Parti Pris), a
ized, pickettey
ated in suppa
mands for dd
living conditi

protection of
thugs and ofte
like the worl
only swallow §
vemment kept
“public opini
Only after ha
gently with inf
was due to
and having s
nove the law
it, did they tul
It was thui
groups of milf
med the 193
Front de Libe
The targets 4
were all facto
workers had
The reasons
were explaint
releases, and

be endangered:
FLQ’s prop
Cognee was f§
editions a mos
direct actions
sible. It was
strike at the
factory which¥
the Front’s (8
On May 5, I8
plosion kiiled
Grenade secrel

phoned in WSS

i four of

out,
everybody

they

they're

threat to

people

told inter-

s, they’ll

the face

at a press
tions that
py separa-
ourists a-

.(Mont-

22, 1964)
that Mr.
htive vice-
niversity,
970 FLQ
-singe” ..
ranslated

porarily
bec left
A num-
formed

need for

e work-

ociale

Sociale
vaill 2urs

especial-

sector),

bération

th of the
review

omité des
D ()rgan.

emonstr-
ers’ de-
ges and
for the
fought
Gilbert
s, Inter-

o anitary

Textile,
Jongside
bosses
der the
union
ice, and
' could
T as go-
ff and
silent,
ed dili-
or what
orkers,
§5€ ig.
By with
nce,
brienced
ich for-
of the
uebec
bombs
triking
bressed.
attack
agand a
were
Might
, the
La
four
Defore
Bt feg.
nged
shoe
Uised
Ction
b ex-
il La-
E Mo-

rin apparently after a telephone
waming had gone unheeded.
Numerous other bombs explo-
ded sporadically throughout the
summer in the midst of labor
conflicts. On July 14, 16-year-
old Jean Corbo, member of
a wealthy Outremont family
and model student (his class-

mates called him a bookworm)

at Jean - de - Brebeuf classical
college, was killed when a bomb
he was attempting to plant at
the Dominion Textile factory
in St.Henri exploded in his
face. Also in July, the two
chief FLQ propagandists,
Pierre Ballieres and Charles
Gagnon, left for the United
‘States to publicize the struggle
for Quebec independence.

The pair were not exactly
novices at propaganda work,
Gagnon had been a sociology
professor at the University de

. Montreal. Vallieres had worked

at Cité Libre under Pierre Trud-
ean and Gérard Pelletier, im-
pressing them so much that
when they stepped down, they
chose Vallieres as one of their
two successors. When his so-
cialist-independcntist stand for-
ced Vallieres out of the
“Christian and federalist” pub-
lication, his cld comrade Pel-
letier took him on as a reporter
for La Presse. He had since
written for Parti Pris, founded
his own review called “Revolu-
tion Québ-ecoise”, and miliated
with the Mouvement de Libéra
tion Populaire. When the latter
group split up in 1965, he joined
the “‘violent” (antielectoralist)
wing which reformed itself as
the Front de Libération du
Québec.

Towards the end of Septem:
ber 1966, after Vallieres and
Gagnon had been in New York
nearly three months, they
learned Canadian authorities
wanted them for questioning.
Friends- offered them $2,000
to flee, but they chose to picket
at the United Nationsto dram-
atize their cause. While picket-

ting they granted TV and radio
nterviews. The next day, Sept-
ember 27, New York police ar-

rested them on charges, filed
three days later, of illegal entry.
They were held in the Manhat-
tan House of Detention, where
Vallieres wrote Les Negres
Blancs d’Amérique, an auto-
biography telling of his child-
hood in Montreal slums and of
his later politicization. Mean-
while, back in Montreal, police
were rounding up the Comité
d’Action. A half-dozen Comité
members pleaded guilty on ar-
raignment to a wide variety of
charges; most are still in jail.
US and Canadian authorities
appatently grew weary of the
long legal battles necessary to
extradite the two men they
considered to be. the ideolcgical
, leaders of the FLQ. Finally
. they hit upon a strategem that
. four years later was to occur to
the terrorist enemy ; kidnapping.
' On January 13, 1967, Vallieres
and Gagnon were released with-
out notice. As soon as they
stepped on the sidewalk out-
side the jail they were picked
up by US customs and immigra-
tion authorities, and put a-
board a plane to Montreal.

For the forces of law and
order, the battle was only half
over. They had Vallieres and
Gagnon behind bars, but keep-
ing them there was still a prob-
lem. Bail was denied the pair,
and the Crown asked for and
received several postponements.
Theyfinally appeared together
for trial en February 26, 1968,
having prepared a joint defence,
but were ordered to stand trial
separately. Vallieres” trial for
murder in the LaGrenade case
lasted until April 5. Since two
Comité d’Action members had
already admitted having built
and delivered the fatal bomb
without the knowledge of Val-
lieres or Gagnon, the Crown
had to build its case on a mass
of circumstantial evidence, art-
icles, pamphlets, Les Negres
Blancs, and so on. Vallieres was
found guilty on a reduced charge
of manslaughter and Judge
Yves Leduc sentenced him to
perpetuity “given your belli-
cose inclinations”. Seventeen
months later, in September,
1969, with Vallieres still behind

bars, an appeal court quashed
the conviction and order a new
trial. One of the appeal judges
explained: “..it seems to me
that the appellant was con-
demned for his subversive ideas
and seditious writings rather
.than for the crime of which he
was accused.” Another judge
contributing to the joint ruling
commented that: “No witness
testified directly that appellant
was aware of or condoned the
plan for the delivery of the
bomb which killed Mlle Morin.”
Realizing the difficulty of pro-
viding any concrete charges,
the Crown decided to take a
new tack. On October 31, 1969,
without awaiting the outcome
of the new LaGrenade trial, it
filed charges of sedition based
on Vallieres’ book Les Negres
 Blancs d’Amérique, which had
been on public sale for two
'years. Despite the inability of
‘the Crown to furnish any new
evidence, the LaGrenade retrial
resulted in another conviction,
which is still under appeal. Pend-
ing both the outcome of the
appeal and trial on the sedition
charges, Vallieres was released
‘on bail this spring. He is now
i back in jail as a result of the
proclamation of the War Mea-
‘sures Act October 16. The new
charge against him is seditious
conspiracy. His co-accused are
Jacques-Langlois, chairman of
the Vallieres-Gagnon defence
committee; FLQ lawyer Robert
Lemieux; Michel Chartrand,
who on behalf of the Confed-
eration of National Trade
Unions had put up Vallieres’
bail; and, of course, Charles
Gagnon.

Gagnon has fared only a
little better than Callieres in
his battles with Quebec justice.
He was acquitted in the death
of 'Jean Corbo; had a hung
jury on a charge of conspiracy
to commit armed robbery, for .
which he was later convicted
and sentenced to two years;
had another huag jury in the
LaGrenade case, and was ac-
quitted on retrial. This Febr-
nary, having served the armed
robbery sentence, Gagnon was
released on bail pending trial

s

on a number of relatively minor
charges. His hard-won freedom
was brought to an end October
16. There is little hope of bail
being granted pending the
seditious conspiracy trial.
There is an old saying that
you can jail revolutionaries, but
you can’t jail the revolution.
The artificial glow of prosperity
,and harmony that Expo ‘67
.brought to Montreal did not
long conceal the realities of
class struggles; the pretty fences
Drapeau built tolidethe slums
from the tourists did not cause
those districts to disappear.

'1968 brought increased unem-:

ployment and labor-manage-
ment conflict ... and the rise of
a new FLQ. The group began
its attacks in May 1968, but
not until the fall did they hit
the freneticrhythm that was

the trademark of this cell. From
September 1968 unmtil March
1969, scarcely a week went by
without at least one or two
bombs exploding in Montreal.
The list of targets is in part a
history of the labor movement
during that perfod: Seven-Up
bottling plant, Lord and Co.
structural steel, Victoria Pre-
cision ‘Works, Quebec Liquor
Board, Domtar, Murray Hill -
wherever working men demand-
ed their rights, FLQ bombs
added noise and urgency to
their cause. Towards the end
of their active perivd, the
“felquistes” launched a series
of attacks not directly related
to labor conflict. Shortly be-
fore 3 pm on February 12,1369,
an explosion in the visitors’
gallery of the Montreal Stock
Exchange injured 30 people
but miraculously killed no one.
An Armed Forces building and
the Maisonneuve Armory were
hit in the same week. These at-
tacks seemed to represent a
regression to the 1963 strategy

of all-out assault on the appar-
atus of state. They were cut
short on March 4 when police
raided a “St.-Dominique Street

tenement” and arrested the

red-bearded, 25-year-old Pierre-

Paul Geoffroy. They found
three bombs and 200 sticks of
dynasmite in his spastment.. In

order not to betray any of his

comrades, Geoffroy pleaded
guilty to a record 129 charges. |
He got life.

The remainder of 1969
brought only sporadic bomb-
ings, and these were clearly
linked to struggles then being

waged by the left. Worth not-

ing were the explosions at Loy-
ola and McGill Universities (in,
support of French unilingual-
ism) and the one, at Mayor;
Jean Drapeau’s home (protest-
ing his reactionary and repres-

“sive régime). During the winter,

and spring of 1970, the FLQ

-remained silent. Through the

Parti Québécois, young people
were making a serious attemp:

to change the system by legal,

» electoral means, Apparently the

felquistes wanted the young
‘péguistes’ to leamn by experi-

(ence that elections were only

“crumbs that the Anglo-Saxon

' capitalists throw into the Qué-
' bécois poultry-yard every four
"years.” Indeed, because of un-

fair districting and ihe scare,
tactics used by the Liberals and
their wealthy friends, this was
precisely the lesson that some
péquistesleamed . Moreover un-.

.employment in Quebec was

reaching a new high. The go-
vernment’s only response was
to go begging for more Amer-
ican capital, and to clamp down
hard on strikes that would
“erode the confidence™ of in-
vestors. These developments set
the stage for theevents we know
towell . ..

The development of FLQ
ideology from 1963 to 1970
has followed clear lines. The
class line has superseded the
race line - there is no longer
any doubt whether FLQ po-
litics are “fascist or socialist”.
Moreover, the messianic, apo-
calyptic vision has been aban-
doned: “The FLQ is not the
messiah nor a medem-day Ro-
bin Hood.” The FLQ now calls
on workers to organize them-
selves to take control of what is
theirs. The imposition of the
War Measures Act testifies elo-
quently to the fact that their

callls beginning to be heeded...



