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Thirdrate strangeness

,emIeu by Keurd Ch.m
Remembe»r films that were rad"ca and

off the waHl like The Rocky Horro Pictuore
9iew or thriiling horrors like lTe Shining?
Skie Véee belongs in this category. Unfor-
tunately, it does net makethgrae

Blue Vete5a mystery invtng sex
and sadblshe story is net extraordinary,
but the mtryettig certainly off the watt.
Director Davd Lynch (fomer credits
indude lite Eephant Man, Dune, and Era-
serhead) attempts to tead the audience
dlown a peoi f shiocking sexuality to the
undewrird.

Tlhe stoy begins *th Je«rey Beaumont
<Kyte MacLacltan) reluningte his home
town from cottege. on bis way back front
visiting his fWhe at the hospital, liç discov-
ers a humnan ear. t s this ear which Initiates
the intigue anid mystery of the film. Our
liero becornes obsessed wkth solving the,
tnystery.

Ieffrey soon discovers a pieoe of the
puzzle connected to Dorothy Vallen <hsa-
betta Rôseltln). a sruer i Chu>Slow (site
sang Iglue Ve~et three times in the
movie, shees). Naturally lie decides ta
"tae out ber apartmtent to flnd out more.
tndeed, lie uncovers more than lie bar-
gains for: Dorçhy 's abused sexually by
evttdoer FrnkBolon (FankHopper) Wbo
gets his kicks from breathing heium andi
being sadistic. Real deep stuf. The fact that
this uatic as holding Dorotby's son lio
tage doesn net help matters any.,

Jet frey gS involved with Dorothy as lie
treads deeper into the mystery. As a restat,
lie cornes ta ternis witb lis own dark pas-
sions and face ta face with Frank. VWha
ensues is a nighurnaisb joumey jn Frank's
worid.

Lynch's use ef unusual and sbecking
images is what makes this movie se diffe-
ent. t ates fMelings ef awe anti eeri--
ness. However, meut of these are ever-
dbne. For instance, a glant zoom-an on te-
rotting detached humai ear, with ai amni-
nous heartbeat soundling an the back-
ground. Intriguing? Maybe. Repulsive andi
ridicuous? Yes Most cç0e images are
piagued Wth this -obviotisness, beating the

audience over the head until tliey becon*sac or d-e laugblng -,
Lynch bhs a habit of getting carrieti away

ln Nls directions.Jeffrey b sbown going Up
the sanie dark staircase six timest To witat
endi?? Even the acting is extremist. it is
eitbe off the deep end like Frank's frenzy,

-pulting on ras" -kand kissing Jefrey
before beating hlm te a pulp, or ptastic-ike
mannequins speaking lines. The detective's
face diti net even show any distress when
jeffrey brouglit tbe ear in. it is just tee
unhelievable.

,Hewever, the mnovie does have its finer
mnoments. k lias a dreamy feel as a resuit cf
startlingcontrasts. MlW " fe ies eut.
his nigbmares and passions in the under-
world at niglit, lie maintains a friendship
romance witli a higli school girl namied
Sandy <Laura Diern) le the day. Tlus aightfr
day crruption/annocence motif works
effectivety to create a visual fanlasy. Ikut this
tee lias its weak fmments. For example,
when Sandy tells Jeffrey about lier dream
of robins comning and love triumphîng,
angelic liymns sound in the background
and a dhurci witli stained windows
appears on the screçn. Very corny. Lynch is
lust bçating on tdie audience again. Scenes
like these rob thle viewer of lis cactivation
with the miovie.

The. compticateti plot and the series et
dramatic images are undermined by a simn-
pie endiln& Jeffrey sirrply shoots Frank in
the. lead andi "rescues" Dorotliy f rom the
vilain's further influence. And lite goes on
as if once had (typical midndlms happy endi-
*ng). The iiage. presenteti at tie condlu-
sien: briglit tulps, f rienclly fremen, blue
skies... are exaclfthe uaine as the cnes tiat
opened the movei if nothing lias liap-1
pened. The characteas are preseriteti in a
static fashion ater a dramatlc event. How
tritel ft seems Lynch inlends on insultinR
the audieces intelligence.

Witli the ametdramallc image andi a
comrplicateti plot surreunded by dark mnys-
ternous motives somne cf wlici are neyer
revealed), the viewer is boundto te b con-
fuseti (at ieast once). lTe director is
attmpting te create a masterpiece; ail the.
audience gels Is a barrel fult ef
self-indulgence.

As sandy said inlene scene, "This is a
strange wodld." This is a mtange movie.

The dancing was wel dreorped,
and captdvating. Ockcasionàlty the dacers
wvoukd fait out of sync, but this did not
seemn like a great offense. You almost
barely lad limne te notice vwth alothe thlngs
happening on the stage.

t was fascnating te watch. Particularty
interesting were the interactions between
the groups of dancers. One would break
apart f rom the pattern of the rest and
continue dolng lier own 'solo' dance while
the group did something else. Wth
amazing centinuity the two separate
dances worked back together until they
were again one big group. Niftyl'

The liglits, the sound, the motion, il ALL
worked. it coriveyed a feeling. Ut lad ne

a

plot, nothang concrete fô put your tanger
on. But;. wben you walked eut of that >
theater, you walked out'with a feeling.

Montanare may provè the drums to be
the most melodic, andi the human body
the most. expressive, instruments ef all in
this piece. In the process, lie entertainet a
few hundreti peeple for a few heurs.

T here vý ere emfpy seats in the theater.
it's too bad. Someone rnissed an
expeurlenoe. The audience ctapped and
cheered fer aimost three minutes after the
final piece The cast camne eut for bew after
bow.

East of Egypt vlibe playang in Calgary
this weekend. if you're going te, be there,
check k out.
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