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ONF day last April a squirrl made its way
througb a hole i n the woodhouse roof and
skittered down the rough sides and rafters
till it reached the table on wbich stood a

pail of apple parings and a pan of chicken feed.
The family in the adjacent kitchen held differing
views regarding this occurrence. One declared the
intruder should be shot, because "squirrels are de-
structive little brutes." The second maintained that
it should be encouraged, because "squirrels are
adorable little loves." The thîrd, who was indif-
ferent, sided with the second, because the shortest
footpath to peace is to side with the one who is
most in earnest. The farnily numbering only three,
the matter was settlcd.

So far so good. The would-be destroyer situ-
mnered down, the determined preserver bubbled over
with joy and pride, little dreaming that the bot
-water into wbich she bas a rare gift for getting was
also bubbling over in the near future. Or to, change
the figure to tbe words of the puet:

"I made the cross myscîf wbose weight
WVas later laid onIle'

Or, as Lymnan Abbott remipds us, "Men gather with
their own bauds the fuel to f ced the flame that is
flot quencbed" The appropriateness of this refer-
ence to fuel to the wogdhouse which is the scene of
niy story, will at oncee be appreciatcd by the dis-
cerning reader.

Not that anythin~ very dreadful bappened; rnerely
the cares and responsibiIities connected witb tbe
raising of a young and wholly unexpected famnily.
On tbe floor, not f ar f rom tbe woodbouse table, is
a smnall collection of old iron-the grate and other
paraphernalia belonging to a disused coal range.
On the raftçrs above reposcs a box originally buit
to convey a typewriter f romn Toronto, but for years
uscd as a i-eceptacle for those unlucky manuscripts
wbich are neither lost nor gone before. Evidently
the prospective miother found them well suited to
ber present requirements. What a pity squirrels

What is more, sbe bas nlot returned to this day!
This supreme mark of ber confidence was not appre-
ciated by me as keenly as by' the cat, whicb I could
see quickening ber pace as she approacbed me.
Putting a belpless orphan on each shoulder, where
they dug in their little claws and hung on squirrel-
fully, I sought the cyclopaedia to learn wbat infant
Ired squirrels sbould be fed. 0f course the cyclo-
paedia was silent on t 'hat point and overflowing with
needless information on allicd topics. One might as
well consult a dream book as a cyclopaedia wben
knowledge of a specific kind is badly wanted. Not
knowing wbat better to, do, I warmed two teaspoon-
fuIs of milk and emptied one into each little in-
terior. After that they curled up on a cusbion and
slept for fifteen consecutive bours. Evidently milk
is a powerful narcotic.

The next day they nibbled oatmeal flakes and
curd, and the day following they fought in a pic-
turesque manner over haîf a ripe strawberry. Run-
ning up a dress skirt to the waist, jumping thence
to the table, wbere strawberries were in process of
bcing stemmed, helping bimself to a juicy specimen
and sitting up witb the berry between bis paws, the
tail curled up bebind and the saucy little face al
animation and pleasure, is a pretty sight. But tbey
are flot always frisking. About the middle of the
afternoon their energies perceptibly wane.
Heaviness overcomes therm; they Want to snuggle
down to sleep. Notbing would induce tbein to show
off before callers after 4 p.m. To crawl up to a
familiar shoulder and hide their drowsy heads
against a warm neck is all that can be expccted of
tbemi then, Probably one reason for their excessive

OUTR Miss MvacMutrchiy, President of the Cania-dian W\ýomcin's Press Club, who went over to
write up tbe Coronlation for the Publishers'

Press, is being pxuch entertained. The last report
briqgs the news that the Society of Woinen jour-

weariness is that they are obligedt
to hear, day after day, the same old
query, "Do they bite ?"

No, they neyer bite except under
extreme provocation. One of themn
having run down cellar I snatched
him by the hind leg f rom the edge of
a custard that was cooling on the
floor, and he turned quickly with a

poesting squeak and 'nipped" thefrestraining finger. But it was o
gentie to be called a 'Dite.

They are the most captivating of
pets, making pictures in every posture, but I
seriously question wbetber it was wise to be
the indirect cause of their existence. Had their
mother been shot last April I would flot now be
overloading the stomach of the family cat with
fried hamn and eggs, roast chicken and Irish stew,
so as to prevent any possible desire for fresh squir-
rel. That pampered feline now lies lazily in the
shade, as indiffererit to the baby squirrels as to the
syringa bloomns that f ail from above. But even yet
my fears are flot ended. The pitter-patter of littie
feet racing across the kitchen floor would be
pleasant enough were it flot for the danger of
stepping on several 'of tbem. Their teeth are cvi-
dently growing stronger, for there is a long rent
in the heavy curtains between dining-room and
parlor, on which they love to, swing. Yesterday I
bad to separate one of themn from a sheet of sticky
fly-paper, to which he was strongly attached, ana
to-day the other one jumped out of a cut glass ances-
tral crcamn ewer when the sideboard door w,,as
opcned. Put them outsidc and keep the screen door
closed? By ail means. But you sec they have
gnawed a hole near the lower edge of the stcreen,
just large enough to, admit a small squirrel. The
minister and bis wife are cotning to mid-day dinner
,to-morrow. 1 amn afraid the squirrels are comning,
too. They wiIl chatter and scold, and probably
j ump on the table and snatch at the nuts and raisins.
Tt is clear 1 shaîl have to go to the trouble of serving
t.he meal in the summer-house, where these animatcd
sylvan accompaniments will not jar too plainly on
cultured nerves. Verily Lyman Abbot spake truly
when he intimated that we gather with otir own
bauds the fuel to feed the Rlame that consumes us.

and visits mnany dainies unexpectedly, in order to
becone acquainted with conditions as they arc.

At the big Empire dînner, given at tbe Lyceunmi
Club, in London, early in June, Dr. J. A. Mac-

HERE AND TFIERE.


