
A General View of-Nelson, B.C.-from the otber side of the Kootenay River.

THE CAPITAL. 0FTHE KOOTENAYS
W HEN the Man-from. -the-East

gets past Lag-
gan on the Canadian
Pacifie .Railway, just
before hle cornes to
Field, he passes into
that part of British
Columbia known as the
Kootenays, East and
West.- Thîs great tri-
angle lias as its base the
boundary fine between
British .Columbia and
Idaho, Montana and
part of Washington.
Its apex stretches north
far enouigh to take in
the great curve of the
Columbia River, the
'Canadian part of which

M4r. F. A. Starkey, is wholly in the Koote-
New serving as President ai the nays. Though watered
B3oard of Trade for the third getsrai
lime. An Englishmnan b Y birth. by a rasteit
be bas lived firteen yoars in has littie agricultural
Manitoba and ten in Nelson, land. It is a rolling

oçean of mounitains, the chief valleys being filled
with. bodies of water which are called lakes-Upper
Columbia and Windermere Lakes in East Kootenay;
Kootenay, Siocan, Uppef Arrow and Lower Arrow
ini West Kootenay. But every intelligent reader
should look up this district on the map.

In this wonderful, three-valleyed district there
are many towns, though none of them are large.
The towns are Reveistoke, Nelson, Kaslo, Rossland,
Trail, New Denver, 'Sandon, Siocan City, Fort
Steele. Fernie and others more or Iess promising.
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the district. The lumber compa 'nies, the railway
shops, the ship-yard for the fleet of boats on Koote-
nay Iake, the iron works, the engineering works,
and various ôther industries added to the activity.
Then followed, the wholesale trade. The larger

>firms in Winnipeg and Victoria establîshed branches
in Nelson from -which to distribute goods to the
small dealers and the mining camps. There are two
electrie liglit companies-the civic plant, which is
situated nine miles up Cottonwood Creek, and the
plant of a private company at Bonnington Falls.
The latter concern'transmits poweý to several towns.
Its capacity îs i6,ooo horse-power, with arrangemen t
being made for another 16,ooo.

Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, president of the
C.P.R., was both shrewd and thoughtful when he
donated a cup to be competed for annually at the
Nelson Exhibition. First he chose toý encourage
veg-etable and fruit growing-and in this sea of
mounitains they are proud of these products. .In the
second place, hie had the cup made of-silver mined,
smielted and refined in Canada. The combination is
a miost happy one, and Sir Thomas is highly respect-
ed throuighouit that district,

A quotation from the Nelson "News" wiIl give a
home opinion of the frulit-growing industry:

"To commercial and manufacturing industries
the town of Nelson is not limnited alone. In its
immediate vicinity fruit-growing is already makinig
great progress and promises to afford the means of
support- for a very considerable population. The
shores of the West Arm of Kootenay Lake for
several miles to the west and about twenty miles to
the east of the city are now dotted with the homes
of prosperous fruit-growers. Strawberries are un-
excelled and have a standard market value of their
own in the towns of the prairie provinces. Rasp-
bernies, cherries and ail other small fruits yield an
excellent and abundant crop while the "red apple of
the Kootenays" has becomne notorions, and it and al
varieties of apples, pears, plumns, peaches, yield
remarkably good crops. Not onfly in the immediate
neighbourhood of Nelson are these orchards and fruit
ranches to be found. Along the Slocan Lake and
River, at varions points on Kootenay Lake and on
the shores of the Columbia River and Arrow Lakes,
the influx of settlers is already establishing itself and
the trade frin these newcomiers will more or less

of the two larger citiee speaks more of an agricul-
tural country and an older civilisation. Laggan and
Field lack the smoke of the smelter and exist pnrely
for the tourist. Nelson epitomises the character-
istics of the province. It is not eastern, nor yet
western; 'it is just British Columbian.

The Bounty on Lead

NELSON has one great desire at the moment-a
continuation of the lead bounties. A petition

lias been prepared and sent forward to the Dominion
Government. It sets forth the reasons as follows:

i. That said lead bounty lias by insuring a
stable minimumi price, been'most effective and bene-
ficial to the lead* mining industry, with it to the
smelting and lead manufactnring industries, and,
consequently, to the general commerce of the
Dominion.

2. Thiat sucli results have been prodnced by a
relatively small expenditure, as was anticipated and
as was, represented when the original request for
consideration was made to the Governiment. Ont of
$'2,500,ooo originally voted to be expended in the
period of bonnty terminating 30th June next, but
$616,976.o2 have'been expended np to ist December,
1907.

3. That, on accouint of the high tariff on lead ore
and its products, still imposed by the United States
Government (which it was anticipated miglit lie

rednced ere this) ; of the recent imposition by said
Coverrument of a prohibitory duty on our zinc ores,
a product of our lead bearing veins, thus depriving
uis of a source of revenue, and of the fact that the
lead consuming capacity of Canada has not increased
proportionately to our output, sirnce the inception of
the bounty, we shaîl at the expiration of said bounty
period, be still unable to rely on a stable minimum
price for our lead, sufficient to justify its production
in the formi of ore, and the large expenditures on
exploration and development work necessary to
maintain our mines and with them the entire'lead
industry of Canada.

4. That, withotit sucli a stable minimum price
we cannot produce- oilç ores, during -periods of low


