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Resume: Major Alan Vernon withdraws frein part-
nership with Sir Robert Aylward and Mr. Champers-
Haswell, promoters of Sahara, Limited, because the
editor of "The Judge" has informed him of the coin
pany's dishonorabie metbods. Vernon refuses to sell
to Sir Robert a curjous idol wbieh bas been a feature
of the office for over a year, and wbicb seems to have
a talismanic quality. Vernon spends the week-end at
"The Court," Mr. Champers-Haswell's borne, and while
there Jeeki, the negro servant, tells the story of the
idol, the "Yellow God," wbich was brought from Africa.
Miss Barbara Champers, the niece of the host, is the
object of Sir Robert Aylward's and alséo Major Ver-
non's devotion. Alan finally wins Barbara's promise
to become bhis wife but their engagement is to be kept
secret. Sir Robert becomes Alan's bitter enemy on
learning of the betrothal. Alan and Jeeki set out for
Africa in search of treasure f rom the worsbippers of
the Yeliow God, "Little Bonsa." In their African
adventures, Major Vernon and Jeeki are attaeked by
dwarfs, armed with poisoned arrows, who are driven
off by a cannibal tribe, the Ogula, wbo take Alan and
Jeeki prisoners but treat theni kindly on accounit of
the Yellow God. Alan fails siek but the Ogula take
bim and Jeeki up tbe river. They reacb the Gold
House where the Yelloxv God is placcd and ineet tbe
wonderful priestess, Asika, wbo takes them tbrougb the
treasure bouse. The Gold House is a great revelatîin
of riches but Alan and Jeeki become anxious when tbey
observe Asika's determination to make the former lier
husband.

CHAPTER XVI.

THÉ~ IEASTr 0V LI'rTLe BONSA.

rwas the night of full mnoon,
and of the great feast of the
return of Little Bonsa. Alan
sat in bis chambpr waiting
to be sumnmoned to take
part in the ceremony and
listening the whîle to that
Wow! Wow! Wow! of the
deatb drums, wbereof Jeeki
bad once spoken in Eng-
land, which could be clearly

heard even above the perpetual boom of the cata-
ract tumbling down its cliff bebind the town. Bv
now bie had recovered from the fatigues of bis
journey, and bis bealth was good, but the saine
could nlot bie said of bis spirits, for neyer in bis life
had bie feit more downhearted, nlot even wben bue
was sickening for tbe blackwater fever, or lay in
bondage in the city, expecting every morning to
wake up and find bis repuitation blasted. He was
a prisoner in this dreadful, gloomy place, wbere bue
must live like a second Man in the Iron Mask, with-
out recreation or exereise other 'than hie could find
in the walled garden where grew the black cedar
trees, and, so far as bie could see, a prisoner witbout
hope of escape.

Moreover, hie could no longer disguise front hîmi
self the trutb; Jeeki was right. The Asika had
fallen in love with him, or at any rate made up bier
mind tbat bie should bie ber next busband. Hie hated
tbe sigbt of tbe womnan and bier sinuous, evil beauty,
but to bie free of ber was impossible, and to offend
lier, deatb. AUl day long sbe kept bim about bier.
and from bis sleep bie would wake up, and, as on the
nigbt of bis arrival, distinguisb bier leaning over
him, studying bis face by the ligbt of tbe faintly-
burning lamps, as a snake studies the bird it is
about to strike. Hie dared net stir or give the
sligbtest sign that bie saw bier. Nor, indeed, did hie
always see bier, for bie kept bis eyes closely shut.
But even in bis beaviest slumber some warning
sense told him of bier presence, and then above

4 Jeeki's snores (for on tbese occasions Jeekî always
snored bis loudest) bie would bear a soif foot-faîl,
as, cat..like, sbe crept towards hirn, or the sweep
of ber spangled robe, or tbe tinkling of the scales
of bier golden breastplate. For a long wbile she
would stand there, examÎning bim greedily, and
even the few littie belongings that remained to him.
and then witb a bungry sigb glide away and vanisb
in the shado 'ws. How she came or bow she vanisbed
Alan could not discover. Ciearly she did not use
the door, and bie could find no other entrance to the
room. Indeed, at times he thought that hie must
be suffering from delusion. but Jeeki ehook bis great
bead and did not agree witb bim.

"She tburc rigbt cnouigbi, lie -,ai. "She wsalk
os cr nue as thougbi 1 log, aud 1 sinell stutï slc put
('01 bier bai r, but 1 ti b k she corne and go iîy magi c.
\.'sika dIo tbat if sbie please."

"'1'bci 1 wish sbu would teacl ie tu e secret,
j cuki. 1 ,boulcl soon bc out of Asika-laud, 1 cau tell

iou.-

X11 that day Alan bad buuu in lier conupauy,
;îuswuriug questions about bis I)ast, the lands that
bie bad visited, aud especially tbe woinen that bue bad
known. Hec had the tact to tell liur tliat noune of
these were lialf so beautiful as shue w5as, vwîcb wfls
truc in a sunise, and pluasud liur very much, for iii
whatus er respects she ditffrud froin thexu, in coin-
nmon witbi the rest of bier sex, she lovud a comîpli-
meunt. Eýmboldened by bier good humour, bie had
vuutured to suggest that, being rested and baving
rustored Little Bonsa, bue would bie glad to returîl
witi bier gifts to bis own country. Ncxt instant bue
w as sorry, for as soon as sbu uuderstood bis mucan-
ing she gruw almost wbite withi rage.

-\I bat !* %lbe said, -you desîru to luave niu?
Kmîow, Vurîîoon, tbat 1 will suc you duad first, and
niysuif also, for tbeîî we shahl bu bori again toguthur,
and caun mevur muore bu separated.-

îNor was this aIl, for she burst into weeping,
threw lier anus about bimîx, drcw hin to lier, kissed
Iiîîii on the forebecad, and themi thrust iiun away,
sayîng:

-~Curses on this priusts' law tbat makes us wait
so long, and curses on that Mungana, wbo will not
die and may miot bue killed. Well, bue shahl pay for it,
and within two months, Vernooii, oh!1 witbin two
inonts-" and she stretched out bier arms witb a
gusture of infinite passion, then turned and left him.

"My!1" said Jeeki afterwards, for bue bad watched
ail this scemie open-mouthed, "my! but sue niean
business. Mrs. Jeeki neyer kiss mie like that, nior
any other female either. She dead nuts ou you,
Major. Very great compliment! 'Speet wben you
Mungana, she keep you alive a long time, four or
five years poj-baps, if no othcc white man corne this
way. Pity you can't take it on a bit, Major," bie
added insidiouisly, "hecause then she grow careless
and make you cbief, and we gut chance scoop out
that gold bouse and boit witb bally lot. Miss Bar-
bara sensible woman. She sec ail that cash she not
mind, she say, 'Bravo, old boy, quite rigbt spoil
Lady Potiphar in land of bondage, but Jeeki must
bave ten per cent., because hie show you bow dûi
it:,'

Ala:n was so depressed, and, indeed, turrified bv
thîs demonstration on the part of bis fearful hostess.
that bue could nuither laugb at Jeeki nor swear at
bim. Hie only sat stili and groaned, feeling that
bad as tbings wcre thuy were bound to become
worse,

Above the purpetual booming of the deatb drums
rose a sound of wild music. The door burst open,
and tbrougb it came a number of priests, their
uearly naked bodies hideously paintud, and on their
heads the most devilisb looking nmasks. Some of
them clasbed cymbals, sortie blew horns. and soînu
beat hittie drums, ail to time, whicb was givun to
themn by a bandmaster witb a golden rod. In front
of tbein, witb painted face and ducked in bis gor-
geous apparel. walked the Mungana himself.

"Tbey conie to take us to Bonsa worsbip," ex-
plained Jeeki. "Cheer up, Major, very exciting
business, no go to sleep there, as in Englisb churcb.
See god ail time and no sermon."

Alan, wbo wore a linen robe over the remains
of bis Europuan garments, and wbose mask was
alruady on bis bead, rose listlessly and bowed to the
gorgeons Mungana, wbo, poor man, answered bim
witb a stare of hate, knowing that this wandurur
was destined to fill bis place. Then they started,
Jeeki acconmpanying tbem, and walked a long way
through various halls and passages, bearing first to
tbe left and tben to tbe rigbt again, tili suddenly
tbrougyh some side door they emerged upon a mar-
vellouis scene. The first impressions that reacbed
Alan's mînd were those of a long stretcb of water,
vury black and still, and not more than eighty feut
in widtb. On the bitber edge of this canal, seated
upon a raised dais in the midst of a great open space
of polisbed rock, was tbe Asika, or so hie gathered
f rom bier gold breastplate andi sparkling garments.
for bier fierce and beautiful features were bid bue
neatb an object familiar enougb to bim, the yellow.
crystal-eyed mask of Little Bonsa. Arranged in
companies about and bebind ber were hundreds of

Puople, miale ,iîd feinale, clad in bideous costuumcs
Io rescîuiblc dcuîoiîs, \ ith îuaskS to imatch. some oif
these uîasýks w c-ru scmi-buImmn, aud soine of tbcîu
bmore a bikuiîcs to the bucats of aniniais, aîl bail
boru-, ou îliecm, wbîlc tliuir w carcr, we rc adornicd
with skiu-, ani tails. To describe themii in thîcjr
i ufînîte varîety wotîild lic imupossible; iudced, the
recolluctiou that Alail earriud axvay was one of ai
miedùzeval buell, as ît is occasiouially to bu fouuid por-
trayed upois l ooiu picttires' iii old churches.

'On the further side of the wvatur tlîe cutire Asiki
pecople sccied to bu gatlîercd; t lcust, thure wec
tbousands of themn seated upomi a rismng, rocky siopu
as in an ampbitbeatru, clad ouly i the ordîuary cos-
turne of the West African native, aud mn sortie mn-
stances in linen cloaks. Th'is great aînpbitbeatre
svas surrouunded by a bigb wall witb gates, but in the
mnoonlîgbif bue found it difficult to tliseern its exact
lîuîiits.

jecuki nudged Alan and pointud to tue centre of
the canal or po001. lie looked and saw floatinz there
a liuge and hideous golden liead, tweuty tiînies as
large as life, perhaps, witb great prominent uvus
that glared up to the sky. Its appuarance was quite
unlike anytbing cIsc in the w orld1, more loatbsoine.
miore horrible; ian, fish aîal animal, ail seemed to
have tbeir part in it, butnian biair and teetb, fisb like
eyes. and stout, bestial expression.

'*Big Bonsa," whispered Jeki. "Jutst the saine
as when I sweet little boy. Fie live there for thons-
and years."

Preceded by the Munganu, ani followed by Jeeki
and the priests, the baud brnging imp the rear, Alan
was marcbed down a lane left open for him tili bu
came to some steps luading to the dais, upon wbicb.
in addition to that occupicd by the Asika, stood two
empty chairs. These stcps the Mungana motioncd
to birn to mouîvt, but wbun Jeeki tried to follow
bitn bue turned and struck hirn contemptuously in
the face. At once the Asika, who was watcbing
Vernoon's approacb througbi the eye-holes in the
Little Bonsa mask, said fierculy:

"Who bade you strike tbe servant of rmy guest,
O Mungana? Lut bîui coîne aiso, that bie may stand
bebind us and interprut."

Fier wretcbed husband, who knew thut this public
sligbt was put upon bim purposely, but did not (lare
to protcst against it, bowed bis bead. 'rhc &Ul
tbreu of themn climbed to the dais, the priusts and the
musiîans remaining bclow.

"Welcome, Vernoon," said the Asika throuzh
the lips of the mask, which to Alani, notwithstandnz
the dreadftîl cruelty of its expression, lookud less
bateful than the lovely, tigrish face it hid. "Wel-
corne, and bu seated here on rny left baud, siice on
my rîght you may not sit-as yet."

Fie bowed and took the chair to whîcb she
pointesi, wbile bier busband placed biîmseif in the,
other chair upon bier rigbt, and Jeeki stood behind.
bis great shape towering above tbem ail.

"This is a festival of my peop)le, Vernoon," -,he
went on, "such a festival as bas not been seen for
years, eelebrated becamse L.ittie Bonsa bas corne back
to tlhcm."

"Wbat is to bappeti ?" bue asked ueasilv. "
bave told you, Lady, that blood îs orundu to nie.
1 must not wîtness it."

"I know, bu miot afraid," she answered. "Sacrifice
there must bc, since it is the custom and we nmav
not defraud the gods, but vonm shall not se the
deed. Judgc from this, Vurnoon, bow grcatly 1
desire to please you."

Now Alan, looking *âbotit him, saw that imime-
diately heneath the dais and betwcen thern and the
edge of the water, were gatbered bis caunibal
friensis, the Ogula and Fabui, their chief. wbo had
rowed bim to Asika-land, and witb tbemn the messen-
gers whom, tbey had sent on abead. Aiso bue saw
that their arms were tied behind themn, and that
tbey wure guardud by men dressed like devils and
armed with spears.

"Ask Fabni wby bue and bis people are bound.
Teeki," said Alan, "and wby tbey have not returned
to their own country."

Jeeki obeyud, puttiug the question in the Ozula
language, wbereon the poor men turnud and bezan
to implore Alan to save their lives, Fabni addinr,
that bue had beun told tbey were to bie killed that
mîîgbt.

"Wby are these nies to lie ,au asked Alani
of the Asika.

(Ccintinued ons Pare 2,r)


