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.Great Bracelet Bargain, No. 9o.

I CAN SELL

same.

Having an extra squly of these beautiful
beaded bracelets we will give them almost away.
Send 10 cents and we will send 0 Handsome
Silk Pieces, also this beautiful Bracelet made
of colored polished barrettes, also 3 Breast

can save you time and money.

DAVID P, TAFF,

H.C. BUCHANAN CO., Box, 1528 New York. |

IF YOU WANT TO BUY

any kind of Businessor Real Estateanywhere,
at any price, write me your requirements.

°
Your Real Estate or Business
NO MATTER WHERE LOCATED
Properties and Business of all kinds sold
quickly for cash in all parts of the United
States. Don't wait. Write to-day describing
what you have to sell and give cash price on

I

Pins, 1 Scarf Pin, Fanoy Work Book and

prett'}: Perfume Locket. This entire lot post- T H E LA N D M A N 9

paid, only 10 cents. Address:- 41s KANSAS AVENUE.
TOPEKA, KANSAS.

“ Alsie,” 1 said, “ what makes yo
look so dreary to-night?” :
She leant her head a minute upon
my hands. “QOh, Charlie!” she cried;
and there was a world of pent-up sor-
row longing to be free in the tone of
those two words.

One day  John brought. an old
friend, Captaip Cliffe, home to dine

of showing off his beautiful young
wife; hé was never tired of admiring
her himself, and expected the same
admiration from every one else. After
dinner the conversation turned upon
diamonds, their  difference, value,
beauty, etc, John mentioned-the ring
belonging to Alsie as being one of the
best he had ever seen.  Captain Cliffe,
who prided himself especially upon
being a good judge. of diamonds, said
he would like to see it. :

- % Alsie,” said my brother, “ just ask
your maid to bring the ring here,
will you?” i

Alice was talking to me when her
hushand spoke. She'murmured some-
not quite sure where her keys could
be found. o S

“If it gives you the least trouble,
Mrs. Temple,”  cried Captain Cliffe,
“ never mind.” '

She  half turned, as though she
would have taken him at his word;
but John said, eagerly, “ It will be no
trouble, and I should really like you
to see the stone—~it is very beauti-

ul, s 3 Bt \ g
Alice left the room. ‘She was ab-
sent more than ten minutes.’
“My. dear wife,” said John, “ never
can find her keys.” :
When: Alice returned, I wondered
at her colorless: face, Her woice was
quite steady as. she said to Captain
Cliffe, “I am sorry to have kept you
waiting so long;” then, placing ‘the
little box in John’s hands, she went
and stood quietly at the window.
“This ring was a present from Sir
Vernon Tembple, miv; uncle,” said John,
complacently, as he unfastened the
snap of the case. “Now, is it not a
fine stone?” §
Captain Cliffe took the ring from
his hands, and held it up to the light.
1 saw a puzzled, bewildered expres-

John “awaited flattering comments

., “Did. Sir Vernon Temple gi&e you

« % Yes” he replied, it was his wed-
1 should
imagine that diamond '-to . be worth
two' or three hundred pounds, at the
least.” ' ' '
“Tt is not worth two hundred far-
things,” said Captain Cliffe, coolly.
*In fact, it is fio diamond at all—it
is nothin§ but paste.”

“ Paste!” cried John. “You must
be mad, or dreaming, Cliffe.”

“Y am neither,” replied the Captain.
“Take it to any jeweler you like, and
he will tell you the same.”
_“But it is impossible,” cried John.
“Alsie, come here. Do you hear what
Captain Cliffe says? He declares it
is no diamond at all, but simply
paste.” :

She looked from one to the other
in bewilderment, .

“You may well look astounded,”
continued my brother., “I never heard
anything so ridiculous in my life; as
though my uncle would give you any-
thing so false and trumpery!”

“It is paste, I assure you, Mrs.
Temple,” said Captain Cliffe, turning
to Alice—“a good imitation, I grant
you, but that is all. What puzzles me
is the beautiful way in which it is
mounted; the gold is of the finest
quality, and the chasing is some of
the finest I have ever seen. I can
only wonder that any one should go
to s0 great an expense over paste.”

I considered now that it was my
turn to speak.

“I do not believe,” T said, “that
what you say can be possible, Captain
Cliffe. Sce the name of the makers
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even supposing, which is highly im-
girst;‘bsble, that 'they keep ‘suchy rlunl;-

“1.do not think it possible,” re-
plied Captain Cliffe. “I never felt
more puzzled in my life; but I am
certain of what I say.” :
« . “Then the stone has been changed
since it was bought,” I said.

“That is more })robable,” returned
the Captain, eagerly,
“ But,” interrupted John, “it has
never been out of my wife’s posses-
sion; has it Alsie? It has been locked
ug in her jewel box. I do mot think
she has worn it more than once or
twice.”
“ Twice,” said Alice, slowly.
“ Are your servants all honest?” in-
quired the Captain,
“ None of them have access to my
jewel case except my . own maid,” re-
plied Alice, “ and she is quite honest.”
“I should recommend you to em-
tloy the services of a skillful detec-
tive, for I am sure there is a mystery
in it,” said- Captain Cliffe, turning to
John. , “ Either your wuncle was
cheated or the stone has been changed
since it came into your possession.
In either case, you ought to have
justice. Let me recommend you not
to have the matter mentioned be-
fcre the servants; if the stone has
been stolen and the thief is amongst
them, it will be better not to put
them on their guard.”
“]1 don’t believe we have a dis-
honest servant in the house,” said
John, with a look of the greatest per-
plexity on his face; “two of them
came from Fosbroke, and have been
for years in my uncle’s employ and
are trustworthy.”
“I will answer for my 'maid,” said
Alice; “I have known her for more
than twelve years.”

“Well, it is a strange thing,” re-
plied the Captain. “ What do you,
think of it, Mrs. Temple?”

“I—I beg your pardon,” replied.
Aflice; starting, “I was not thinking.
of it.”

“You take the loss of a diamond
very resignedly,” he said, with a
smile. ..
“My wife is'a philosopher, Captain,”
said John. “I am more annoyed
than I have ever been in my life bes
fore. We treasured that ring—did
we mnot, Alsie?”

“Yes, we did indeed,” she replied.

I saw Captain Cliffe look earnestly.
at her for a moment, then his eyes
fell, and he seemed anxious to change
the subject. Not so John—he could
think and speak of nothing else; and
nothing would satisfy him except
going at once to the shop where it
was purchased. Alice said it was too
late, but he would go. Captain Cliffe
and I accompanied him. ;

We saw one of the firm—Mr, Row-
ley. He remembered making the

when the baronet was

us the entry of the sale, made by
himself—diamond ring, price two
hundred and seventy pounds. Then
John showed it to him, telling him
Captain Cliffe declared it was nothing
but paste.

said Mr, Rowley. This ring has
been tampered with. “See,” he con-
tinued, holding it up to the light,
“any one can tell tgat the diamond
has been removed, and not by a ver
skilful workman, either. This paste
has been put in its place.”

We saw plainly enough then that
some one had altered the stone; the
ring bore marks of it. '

“Thank you,” said John. “I
merely wished to know if it were
true. You will oblige me, Mr. Row-
ley, by not naming this matter to
any one. I should not like it to come
to Sir Vernon Temple’s ears. You
know, Cliffe,” continued John, as we
left the shop, “it would never do to

T must find it out in some way. His
first present to Alsie, too! He would

inside the case—Messrs. Bray & | think we had taken no_care of it.”
Rowley—the  first  jewelers in Eng- He went at once to Scotland Ya.rd,
land. ~ Do vou think it credible for | acting on Captain Cliffe’s advice.
one moment that such a firm would, | There we saw one of the cleverest
even if they could, impose on Sir | detectives of the day, to whom we
Vernon Temple to such an extent as | related our story. It was not very. .
to charge  him  two hundred and | long.

vty pourds for a bit of paste, “] was with my uncle when he

sale to Sir Vernon Temple himself,
: in London,
about three months back. He showed .~

“ Captain Cliffe is guite right, sir,” -
[{

let my uncle know anything of this: =
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