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ing from railroads under construction was
less than three square miles, similarly lires
resulting from operating railroads were
kept under strict control.

'There were between ten and eleven
thousand permits issued to settiers for the
clearing of land; in ahl cases the areas to
be burned over were irst inspected by lire
wardens and no lires resulted from this
cause. The sentiment in British Columbia
towards the permit law is extremely f av-
orable and this law lias worked out so sat-
isfaetorily that it is to be recommended
to the other provinces of the Dominion.
Between 800 and 900 lires occured during
the past summer, ail but 95 were exting-
uished by the lire wardens without anv
extra cost; the average cost of extinguish-
ing the 95 for which assistance was ru-
quired was less than $50.00 per lire. This
small cost of ire ighting is due to the
system of patrol employed in ail districts
where the ire danger was great, to the
use of boats on ahl water ways which en-
abled wardens to get to ires rapidly, and
to the f act that the lire hazard is being
constantly decreased through the cleanîng
up of roads, burning of slash and the mak-
ing of ire breaks whieh is lieing carrieli
an under thé direction of the Forest
Brandi.

'The iForest Brandi stili continues to re-
ceive applications for the purchase of
small areas of timber; eight parties -are
now in the lield cruising timber for sale.
During the past two or three months the
dullness of the lumber business lias inter-
fered with lagging on several of the tim-
ber sales and lias made it advlsable ta de-
lay the completion of pending timber sales
if the timber is to be sold for its possible
market value. The largest transaction
now pending is the sale of 500 million
feet of timber chiefly hemlock to the Brit-
ish Columbia Sulphite and Fibre Company
for the manufacture of ehlemical. pulp, the
euttlng period on this sale will be between
twenty and thirty years and the of ficers of
the Forest Branch are fanding.it dlflicult
to devise a system, of revlsing the stump-
age price periodlcally la order to proteet
the Governmeat lnterests and to be fair
to the Company. A very careful exam-
ination is beiag made of the tracts to be
eut over la order to render possible the
framing of regulations whleh wlll proteet
and encourage the reproduction of the
forest. This sale when completed wilI
embody practiealfly ail forest regulations
and should be of interest in Eastern Cau-
ada where sales of pulp timber to compan-
les are frequently. taking place.

'The Goverament has recently inaugur-
ated a new poliey of handliag grazing on
publie lands by the permit system, the
administration of grazing on ail unalien-
ated publie lands la the Province lias been
placed la the hands of the Forest Brandi.

There are large areas in different portiox
of the Province where there are almost VI1
limited possibilities for summer grazin
and some possîbilities for winter stock i
the open. An investigation is now beinl
made of this by the Forest Branci ai]
reports will soon be issued.

'Dr. Hl. N. Whitford has recently Il
rived in Victoria and will co-operate wl
the Forest Brandhinl completing a reco~
naissance of the Forest reserves of tl
Province.

'J. M. Swaine, Assistant Dominion E:,
tomologist, has in co-operation with tl
Forest Branch exainined the chief lumbe
ing regions of the Province in order to 0
tain if possible information of any d8l
age by forest insects. This îuvestigal<
bas resulted in the discovery of serill
damage by bark beeties ln yellow pine b.1
Up to date no other tinîber of commerCI
importance lias been found to be affecte

'Ail logging operations in British C
luinbia are carried on under authorl
from the Forest Brandi and in order th
forest officers may keep lu sufficient
close touch with the work in the differe
operations, preveut trespass, undue wva5
and illegal handling of timber, instril
tions have reenitiy been issued to have
logging operations lnspected at least 01!
ln three months and reported to the Chi
Forester.'

THE DANGEROUS CIGARET.

A leadlng Ottawa lumbernan, wbo
firm hastsuffered rather heavily ftrm
in the past season, lu speaking to The
adian Forestry Journal called attentionl
a new danger which threatens not only' t
timber o)wner but also the owner of Pl
perty in towns and cities. This danger
the great increase ok tbe cigaret hall
Our railways are now praetically W1bO1
eonstructed by f oreign laborers who 1
inveterate cigaret users. The cîgaret
quires much more constant lightlng th~
the old fashioned pipe, and the buir,,
matches are thrown earelesslv dl
wherever the man happens to be wlth t
resuIt that lires get into the siash Il
£rom that into the green timber aloilg t
line of the railway. An even gr0e1
danger arises from the faet that whieil t
man is through with the cigaret hie th"'
the glowing stub down wîth equel ci'
lessness, and lires start as a reskiît.
towns and cities ciga1ret smokers thl
burzng stubs down gratings, over fer'(~
or loto boxes or barrels. Inflammable Il
terial is likely to lie la sueli places e
thus our lire losses iu towns as well a'
the foi;est rise ta a proportion that is 110
ing short of criiînal.


