
British Columbia Forest Branch,

OUtline of the Organization of this New Service and Resuits of the First
Year's Work.

The establishment 'of the British Colum-
bia Forest Brandi under thc Forest .Act,
framied by Sir Richard MeBride and his
confreres, after tic investigation held all
Over the Province by the Royal Forestry
,commission appoîated to look into the mat-
ter of existing forest conditions, was re-
Iceivcd a little over a yenr ago with the
greatest enthusiasmn by forcst conserva-
tionIists ia ail parts of thc country. Now
that the Forest Braach is approaching its
llrst anniversary it is iatcrcsting to note
the advances which have been made by the
executîve staff appointed by the lon, W.
R. Ross, Minîster of Lands.

Prom, the middle of last summer cou-
tiauouslv without a break up to the pre-
sent timje Ciief Forester H. R. MacMillan
and his board of four lieutenants, have
been devoting tiemselvcs uustintedly to the
wOrk in hande and it may be said that the
lesults achieved are la keeping with tie
enthusiasin with wiich they addressed
tberaselv~es tu their task. Whereas under
the admiinistration prior to the establisi-
"flent of the Branch there were only two
d-epartrnents which concerned themselvcs
With the management of the forest re-
'QOurces of the Province, with an executive
Staff of perhaps twenty mn, there il now
an1 executive force of about ifty exclusive Of
the the two hundred lire rangers appointed
for the dangerous season.

The organization is divided as follows:
UJi1der the Minister ticre is the Forest
1Board of live niembers, viz., the Chef
Porester, ia wiominla autioritv uader the
Minîistei! rests, tic Chief of Managemeat,
!' wiom falls the carryîag out of the
tiniber sales' wiich have taken Place of

the old 'special. licen se' est ablisied ia
19'107 and discoatinued ia 1909, when the

P'oe en of thei Province placed coin-
I>eeembargo upon the alienation tf im-

Uer; the Chief of Operation, with whomi
re8ts the work, of. lire protection; the Chie£

OfSurveys, who has charge of the Varions,
re.onniaissance and other surveys and land'
d'lassifliations under the Forest Branch;
a"d the 'Chief of Records on wiom de-
VOhves tic collection of revenue and tic
1aiantenaace of statistics la the Branch.
por the purposes, of proper administra-

t'O" thc Province, has been divided ilnto
elpeengeographical'districts. These are

Intesouth from eastt West,
Cranbrook, Nelson and Vernon districts.
Nýorth of these is the ýailway BeIt, admin-
'stered by the Dominion Forestry Brani.
'Northj cf this fromn east to west are tie

districts of Tête Jaune Cache, Kamnloops,
Lillooet and Vancouver. The districts
farthest north from east to west are Fort
George, Hazelton and Prince Rupert. The
remaining district is Vancouver Island.

The location of each of these districts is
fairly well given by its namie. The areas
in acres embraccd in these districts are as
follows: Cranbrook, 7,325,000; Nelson, 5,-
259,000; Vernon, 6,963,000; Tête Jaune
Cache, 4,698,000; Kamloops, 6,619,000; Lii-
looet, 11,431,000; Vancouver, 15,755,000;
Fort George, 2 8,785eO00e; Flazelton, 13,786,-
000; Prince IRupert, 18,723,000; Vancouver
Island, 6,463,000.

With the enormous quantity of timber
which the Province possesses (it is estim-
ated that fully three hundred billion board

feet of inerchantable material, or haîf of

that staading in the Dominion is within
the borders of Britishl Columbia) the main
problem is that of protection from lire. To

thîs end cvery possible precautioii is being

takea by the Forest Brandi to keep down

this item of 1055. The constant effort is *to
secure as forest rangers mca of ability and

experience ini order that the systeni of

patrol will work with the regularity of a

machine in the dangerous season. Great
anxiety is being feit on 'ail sides lest the

great growth of grass which was the resuit
of the unusually wet speli at the close of

last summer may produce conditions of un-

usual danger to the forest. growth. This

year will eertainly be on~e of the most dif-

ficult in the history of the Province.
One of the advancedI means of protect-
igthe forest from lire adopted by theý

Branch ,is that of placing eight power

lau.nches on waters adjacent to large bodies

of. timber. On the coast, there are, to be'

four 36 ft. launchies and two 54 ft. launches

with a power calculated to givë ample

speed in cases of emergency. In somes

cases it would be impossible tu reach by
land a lire in sope of the rocky districts

near the sea, Rapid water transportation,
hiowever, is expected to solve the question

of getting men and supplies quickly to the

point of danger.
The Cliief Forester notes in bis annmal

report that the scarcity of trails, teleplione

lines, and other permianent imiprovements
for the use of the lire protective force wilu

grently liamiper the movemients of those tu

whom is entruisted the work of 1keeping

down lire. Ia inany parts of the country

where the timber la largest and, the lire

risk greatest, there is, as yet, -no mens

wherebY a lar-ge force of men can be placed


