
PAPERS RELATING TO THE LEVY OF

Thit the systei of collection of Iities adopted is iost partial and unjust, as it Icaves
entirely to the collector to determine, according to the state of the wind and weather, or
his own convenience, caprice, or interest, which nerchants and traders shall be called on,
and whicl allowed to go free.

That the imeasures by which this systei is enforced, as exemplified by those of the
present year, are in the lighest degree arbitrary and illegal, and such as would not be
recognised or tolerated by any English court or jury to which they could be submitted.

Further details inigt be furnishied, but the forcgoinîg arc the grounds on which the
mnemorialists applied to Her Majesty's Government to disallow the act of the Newfoundlanid
Legislature, and they submit that the case is one in which that course should, in justice
and fairness, be adopted; and thcy think there would be no difficulty or question on the
subject if the Colonial Departient would simply consider and deal with Labrador as what
it really is, viz., a coast frequented by fishermen from various countries and colonies
during the scason, and no more connected in fact and truth with Newfoundland than with
any otier European or .American colony or governnent.

Sir F. Rogers, Bart., Colonial Oflice.
Ve remain, &c.

(signed) Hant §· Henley.

No. 6.
The Duke of New-
castle, K.G., to
Governor Sir A.
Bannerman.
5 December 1803.

- No. 0. -

(No. 48.)
CoPY of a DESPATCII from his Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G., to

Goyernor Sir A. Banne3saii.

Sir, Downing-street, 5 Decemîber 1863.
WIrI refrence to niy Despateli, No. 46, of the 1st instant, transmitting to

you an Order of Her Majesty in Council, leaving to their operation chapters
1, 2, and 3 of the Act of the Legislature of Newfoundland during the year
1863, I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of the answer wlich has
been returned, by iny directions, to various rernonstrances against that portion of
the first-naned Act which relates to the imposition and collection of duties on
the coast of Labrador.

I take this opportunity of suggesting that the net proceeds of this source of
revenue should be applied to the administration of justice and the protection of
the fisheries in the district in which they are raised,

I amn, &c.
(signed) NVewcastle.

Encl. i in No. 6. Enclosure i in No. 6.

Sir, Downing-street, 5 December 1863.
I A directed by the Duke of Newcastle to acquaint you tliat bis Grace has had under

his consideration the Act of the Legislature of Ncwfoundland, chapter 1, of 1863, acrainst
whiclh you have renonstrated, so far as it provides for the imposition and collection of
duties on the coast of Labrador.

On the constitutional objections made to this Act his Grace consulted the Law Officers of
the Crown, who arc of opinion that it is conpetent to the Legislature of Newfoundland to
pass laws binding on the Labrador Coast, and his Grace thinks it by no means unjust, but
the contrary, that a Revenue should be levied there sufficient to defray the expenses
incurred, or which ought to be incurred, by the Government on that coast.

With respect to the machinery of'the Act, the Coïnmissioners of Customs, to whom
that point was refcrred, are.of opinion that the provisions of the law are not unnecessarily
oppressive.

Consequently, his. Grace lias not felt at liberty. to advise that Mer Majesty should dis-
allow this Act, which accordihgly lias been. left to its operation. At' tihe same time, he
considers that if taxes are to be imposed by the Nerwfoundlànd Legislature on: persons
inhabitin« the Labrador Coast,, those persans should be enabled to send representatives to
the Newfoundland Assembly, and his Grace. has accordingly recomnendedtoi the Governor
that the Act regulating the representation should be so.altered as to effet this objéct, so
far as it can be effected by the mere alteration of'the law.

The Righit Hon. am .&.
Sir Edmund Head, Bart. (signed Jl Roger

[Similar letters wvere. also, addressedt to.SiriR. ] Collier, r., andtoMeesra t?&
H{enley.] t


