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science, and common sgense, He also be- ation. Both as a man and a theologian Dr.
nd en. lieves that the scripturs, when  properly | Burng is highly esteemed by his brother
gradu. interpreted in the light of their owp claims, ministers, and his liberal and enlightened
‘3L‘,G¢ of will forever maintain thejr place above a]] policy Has won for him many warm friends
i the . "merely human productions, He claims that | both within the pale of the . church and
F and subscription to creeds is not merely ugeless, outside of it, © was married on the
‘1" year but positively injurious when it covers more | 15th of J une, 1863, to Sarah Andrews, of
dth"d than the essentials of Christianity. The Devonshire, Englang. The union has been
° rt’h.e snity of the spirit is not uniformity of be. & most happy one, Mrs. Burns js pre-
;1 N lief, nor a similarity of explanation. Jg eminently adapted to aid in his present
rr of 1882 he was tried by the London conference | work ; indeeq she does more in college
ntver- for holding views contrary to the teaching management now than he does himself.
recom- of the Methodist Church ‘on (1) the scrip- | He has four children —two gong and two
1otk to tures, (2) the atonement, and (3) the future, daughters, B
alned The supposed heresy was found in g letter | Cowan, James, Hardware Merchant,
- dmm' of sympathy written by Rev. Dr. Byrpg to | London, Ont., was born Dalry, County of
ld%m]:g his old friend, Rev. Dr. Thomas, of Chicago, Kirkcndbright, Scotland, on the 14th Janu-
: de and published in the Chicago bapers. He | ary, 1332, He ig o son of John Cowan and
’mL. to defended his position, and showed that his Margaret, whoge maiden name was Carson.
L m views were not merely biblical, byt also | John. Cowan was a merchant in Dalry,
ccept. in full harmony with the leaders of thought | and died at the age of forty-eight ; -and
Eg;eat and public teachers in Methodist univer- | the . mother died when .in her forty-first
erore sities. He was almost unanimously ag- year. Eleven children were left, nine sons
s quitted on all the charges, Separately and | and two daughters, the subject of this
:gstes conjoined.  Touching the tria] and its re- | sketch being the seventh son in'successiop.
:{,;en- sult, the Christian Guardian, edited by the | He had only reached his seventh yeir when
nten- Rev. Dr. Dewart, a born controversia.list, his parents died'; and before fifteen sum-
° wﬁ " said: *‘The acquittal of Dy, Burns wag not mers passed over him he left home to learn
af?; aresult of any special Pleading or explain- | the businesg of an ironmonger, Hig educa-
; ﬂ:e ing away of his words on hjs part. He | tion consisted in what he obtaineq at the .
g stated his views, and defended them in a | schools of hig native place before he get forth
i;rlin' manly and candid manner, There was no | to learn his profession, He served five
0;: attempt to shirk the responsibility of hig years as an apprentice and two years ag
Elton written or spoken words, We are glad. the. foreman, with. A Dobie, ironmonger and
1 and matter has ended as it has done, We never Jjeweller, Castle Douglas, Scotland. Leav-
nit had any doubt that Dr. Burns was i évery- | ing there in May, 1853, he went to Durham,
| suiz thing essential soundly Methodistic though England, where he tarried for three monthe
ntion he is an independent thinkey and expresses | with Mr Marshall, ironmonger and cooper.
lical ‘himself with more than ordinary freedom of In August, 1853 he proceeded to Dews.
2 in language.” Since then he has been very | bury, Yorkshire, remaimning there for six
to be busy conducting the college,“delivering ad- | months as clerk with John Smith, irop-
e Te- dreases, lecturiug (upon " faith ang free | monger and nai] manufacturer, Jp May, .
Theo: thought), preaching at anniversaries, and 1854, he started off for Liverpool, to manage
5 of writing articles for Imagazines, papers, ete., | a hardware business for Mrs, nghtfoot,
3 in He is a reformer in politics, opposed to an | whose hushand had died, her business
water - irresponsible house  of lords, or Senate, | being somewhat embarrassed.  He Jeft for
wice is 8 free trader, and believes that govern. ome in August of the same year, married
y a8 ment should legislate for a more equitable Elspeth Wells on Septem.ber 18t, and sailedq
ate ivision of the fruits of labour among the | from Liverpool on the ship West Point, on
T!it): working claases—-that nothing else cap save | September 22nd, arriving at New York on
ha U from communism, He takes a deop | 22nq October, 1854, The ship had cholera
the interest in missionary work, and hag writ- | on board, and twenty bassengers and foyr
the- ten severa] radical articleg on the subject. | seamen died of the terrible di._sease. Mr.
s 3 e has endeavoured to make the college | Cowan obtained employment with Messrs,
has Dot merely a school for the so-called accom.- Windle & Co., on Maiden Lane, for aboyt
aps Pushments, but g - Place where the solid | two months, and afterwa.rdaforla. short time
al- studies of a university course could be ob- | in g carpet store in Brooklyn n May,
larged’ and he is gratified to find that g
8

three months with John Bain, hardware
merchant in Hamilton, Canada West. On
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