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WHAT TRUTH SAYS.

A very old diseage, with & new and ex-
tremely aclentific sounding name, is being
discnased in tho British papers just now:.
This discase is called *‘psycopathy,” snd
what it isthe Lall Mall Gazette thusjnforms
us: “Psycopathy is an abnormal develop-
ment of egotism.” This paper further goca
on to exprezs its opinion about those suffer-
ig withit: “When afull-fledged psycopath
fa discovered he shonld be immediately
hanged.” It 2urely would not be a difficult
matterto find those stricken with psycopathy
in ita most virulent form, either in England
or Canada. It scems to me that a man who
sticks up & portrait of himself, in a public
place, twice as big as any other picture on
thowall, is a pronounced psycopathiat,
but in his case the Pall Mall Qazette's pro-
posed cure has been applied to the portrait
and not to the paticat. The former has
been hung ; the latter still lives to drive
Senator Alexander o the verge of insanity,
by persisting in keeping his vast portrait
where it is.

Should & law ever comeinto force con-
* .mning full-fledged psycopaths to death on
the gallows, I am inclined to think that
Toronto's population would show & marked
shrinksge. Of course, any man who writes
Io a periodical and ures the firat person sin.
gulay, is & peycopath in a certain degreeand
something ought to bo donotohim, I—but
let me pauso ; I fear I am treading on dan.
gerous ground,

The Byron lotters, together with those of
the noble poet’s wife and aister, aro to be
published, and it is said that the public are
looking forward to the cvent with great in.
s "eat, ns tho matrimonial troubles of Lord

sron will bo fully aired. It sectns 0 mo
that the publication of these letters is pen-
dering to a morbid desire on the part of ccr-
tain people to revel in the recital of tho
wedded infelicitics of distinguished persona.
Certainly those anticipatory readers will
not he gratificd by the perusal of anything
oue filticth part as disagreeable as they may
be led to believo by reading the unfounded
atatements, years ago, of Mrs. H. B. Stowe.
1 may be mistakes, but I think it woald be
Better to let the unhappy disagreements of
Lord and Lady Byron bo buricd inoblivion.
Their publication can do no carthly good.
There were incidents of a far more pleasant
sature in the poot'slife than hismatrimonial
suibbles, which it wenld Lo epjoyable to
resd of ; bot such are kept in the Lack-
grownd.

The morbid thirst for scusationalizmintho
present day is, apparently, on the increaso,
aad it very much resembles the thirst of the
toper: it incroaaes with, instead of being
suuaged by what it comsumea. And to
wrply this diseased craving, scnsational
writers of all kinda ave continually cropping
. Scandals are eagerly devourcd, and
wmch a borne-boucke as tho d tic quarrely
ofa titled couple is certain to bohailed with
daligit by those ghouls who revel in auch
TWavory moreels,

1t sccins probablo that a bill will be passed | not of much uso to them inufter life. How-

making it compulsory with plumbers to un-
dergo a satisfactory examination as to pro-
ficiency in their trade befors they will Le
allowed to “‘practice,” This will be an cx-
cellent thing, for, as matters are at present,
houscholders aro far too much in the
power of plumbers who have every chance
to do *‘scamping” work if they fcel so dis-
posed, and it is not going too far to say that
many of them do.  Should a competent in-
spector of plumbing be appointed, and the
bill passed forcing plumbers to obtain li-
censes and pass an examination, a gigantic
atride in tho right direction will bave been
wade, I would suggest one more improve-
ment ; let plumbers’ bills be taxed in the
same manner a8 thote of lawyers' are, Then
we may begin to have a forctasto of tho
millennium.

Mr. Brinley Richards, the eminent Welsh
musician, and the composer of the national
anthem ¢ God bless the Prince of Wales,”
is to be madc a Knight, though iy AMr.
Gladstone is anxious to confcr that honor
on bim we are not informed. Tho Premicr
may have possibiy bribed him,by ) romising
him the title, to never writo another national
snthem in the Welsh tongue, tho one re-
ferred to commencing something i this
way ¢ Crmioddlr g Jddlwyr,” or words to
that effect.  No Englishman’s jaws aroe safe
if such fearfol words as theso are liablo to
Lo thrust before him at any moment. Bo
the Primo Minister's reasons what thoy
may, Mr. Richardais to be Sir Brinley.

Thero can bo uo doubt that young men at
tho Universities, both in this and the old
country, pay a great deal of attention to
athlotic sports and the cultivation of bicepes
that would do fora Roman gladiator; but
I think there is a great deal of nonsenso
talked about our colleges being nothing but
great physical training places where more
homage is paid to bodily than mental prow-
cas.  Of courso thero arc somo youths who
carry their lovo of athletic sports to excess
to the detriment of their chanees of distin-
guishing themsclvesintheir mental contests,
but such are the cxception and not tho rule,
and I must say I admirca young fellow who
isa **dab at games and aports,” as tho
phraso gocs, and who is also moderately
well up in his books, moro than a milksop
of a fellow who scarcely kuows a cricket-
bat from a fishing.rod, but who can cap lincs
of Homer or Virgil with avy ono, and who
has classical and other lore oozing out at
cvery pore.

Bot the idea is very prevalent that young
men go to Oxford and Cambridge for no
other purposc than ** to have a good time,”
sud to indulgo their athletic proclivities to
tho fullest extent. Certainly this is truc
with a large number of young fellows with
moro money and muscle thanbrains, or who
happen to bo the scions of somo noble howse
and whoso parents don’t caro whether they
loarn anything or not; but tho majority go
to thoso universities to atady—and I may
add they might just as well zot leara s lot
of atufl they are compelled to do, for it is

aver, as an evidence of the idea entertained
Ly many pcoplo about univer.ity lifo, let mo
produce the letter of a wealthy Irish farmer,
who intended to “gend his son to college,”
and recently wroto asking for information
as follows, to the heads of Osford univer-
sity: ¢ Plcaso say whatare your terms for
a year, and will it cos} anything extra if my
son learns to writo a good hand and spell
proper, as woll as to row a boat "

Contrary to its usual custom of saying all
it can in England’s disfavor, the American
press has been mest enthusiastic in its
praises of the Lravery displayed by tho
British troops in Egypt. The following ex-
tract is from a Philadelphia psper :—**The
accounts of the British bravery and pluck
that reach us by cable from Egypt surpass
tho wondcrful exploits of the Edwards and
Henrys, to sa, nothing of the glorious
achiovements of British arms in the earlicr
part of the prezent century. Imagino S0
British soldiers encircled by 5,000 Arabs,
holding them a® bay, and finally, charging
in closo column through the Arab lines. I
was a fcat worthy of the gallaut aix hua-
dred.  Evenin her ‘little wars’ England
shows the kind of metal her soldicrs are
made of.”

I used to Lo charmed by the account of
Leonidas of old and his placky little
band cf threo hundred men holding out
against the thoussnds of the enemy, but in
reality they did nothing more braveand gal.
lant than our soldicrs do in modern times,
I somectimes think that perhaps a littlo too
great a {uss has Leen made over the chargo
of tho Light Brigade at Balaklava. It was,
undoubtedly, a brave affair, but those men
were obliged to obey orders ; they could not
have got ont of that charge if they had
wanted to.  Ihave no wish to Legrudge
them their laurels, but I confess I think
that incidents occur in overy war of mod-
cra times quits as well worthy of being
hauded down to posterity as the Balaklava
Charge.

After soveral thousands of dollars’ worth
of water had been wasted this winter by
the letting of taps run constantly in pri-
vato houscs, the authoiitics camo to the
conclusion, last weck, that it was high time
to put & stop to the practice, ard according-
1y an official was scat on the war-tmil after
delinquents, tho result being that about two
dozen wero captured and fincd,  I{ this had
heen done when the cold weather first sot
in, the city would have saved scveral thou.
sands of dollars, a3 the Mayor atates that
ho cxpects the water works departinent will
show a deficit of §30,000 for last year,

Tho waste of water has really beenalarm:
ing, and anyonc can calculate for himaclf
about what it must amount to when itis
atated that & Pinch tap running constantly
for twenty-four hours will pass about 7,500
gallons of water in that time ; which, at fif-
teen cents per onc thousand gallons,amounts
t0§1.10, Thisisalow catimate, for the §
Ineh pipe ls thosmallcst aize put into any

house. Probably the powers that bo think
it is nover too late to mend, and that thoy
may atill make up some of tho loas by hav.
ing offenders fiued, even though it is now
rather late to begin. It looks to mo some-
thing like locking tho stable-door after the
horae has been stolen,

¢ An Appeal te the Mothers and Daugh-
ters of the Dioceso of Winchostor ;” such
was tho heading of the proclamation issucd
by tho wife of tho bishop of that dioccse

and one would naturally conclude thatan
appeal from such a source would bo for
funds and contributions for some charitablo
purposc, such as the supplying of the poor
peuple with neccasarics,or something of that
kind Butno; what the bishop's wife wants
is th,nt the Mothers and Daughtors of the
Diccezo of Winchester should club together
and raise funds to buy the Princess Beatrico
a wedding present! I fancy that, in the
prevalent hard times in England, the influ

enco of the bishopric and the wealth of tho
Diocese of Winchester might be dirccted to
soma betterend. A sum of monoy that
would not go far towards purchasing a pres-
ent for a princess might keep some deserve
ing family from destitution. Charity should
bogin at home, Tho Drincess Beatrice has
pleaty of wealthy relations and friends to
supply her with superfigous luxurics with-
out troubling tho lidies of the Dioceso of
Winchester.

A terriblo story of the burnwg of & luna-
tic asylum with cighteca of the unfortunate
inmatcs comes from Dhiladelpbia. Asis
usually, or at least, very frequently, the
caso at similar institutions, tho water scr-
vico v.a8 found to bo totally insufficicnt and
the hose was rotten and almust uscless. Of
course, “an cnquiry will bo made into the
matter,” but why are these enquirics never
made in timo to prevent thesc awful dis-
saters? DProbably there are numbers of
similar institutions which would be found
quite as unprepared to fight a severe con-
tlagration as tho Philadclphia asylum, weve
an enquiry made ; but it is only after the
buildiugs have beea destroyed and some of
tho inmnates burnt to death,. that anything
is donc in such matters.

In contrast to the uaus! tenoof the French
press when apeaking of Englaud aud the
English, tho following passage f{rom the
Voltaire is very striking. That paper, inan
articlo on Egypt and Gencral Gordon,
aays:—*“Gordon may Le a mystic ora
fanatic, buthe iscertainly overy inch a man's
\Wa French have not lately had mnuch reason
to love tho English, but wo cannotnow help
admiring their courage and heroism, energy,
coolacss, patriotistm, perspicuity, which are
not ordinary qualitics we can disdaia inan
adversary, Let us then salute Gondos,
albeit Bngliah.  Let us send to him to tho
deacrt, and over the walls of Khartoum, a
testimonial of our aympatlictic admiration

3
¢ Sir, I beg to atate that I am not the
John Smith who way fined at the polico
court yesterdsy By imacrting this in your

valuable columns you will obligo yours, &c.,



