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Our Contvtbutors.
To 111II? MhINI1TER IVllo FEELS

LONEL Y.

11V iKNOXONIAN.

Mv DLE%ît BROTliIn, -1 underssîaC
Vou t0 sIiy in your last lelten that yau
feel a liit lonely au limes and that tht
feeling seems ta be growlng 'on Vou.
Tht November days wene short and somne of
themi werc dui, vati have no congenial sa-
ciely, yaurw~oik Is a littet monotonous, yau
bave little ta intrest yo and nothing ta
stin tht blood. You are in a badl way, ac-
cording to your own accouaI, but are vou
quile sure thal tht trouble arises whohly
tramn your czVinanment. Are you tnason-
ahiy certain that tht couse may nat be partly
internat rather thau wholly external. Is
there flot a remet possibility that a change
ila y0u mhght seem ta make a change hn your
stirouadings.

Yau say you veara ion congenlal sochety.
Are you quite sure that you are flot hanker-
ing aller somebody with wbom you migbt
gossip about tht Prtshyteny and its last
meeting; about committees and wba are
on them ; about the vacant chairs ln Knox
and wha art likely ta bc asked ta take theni;-
about vacancles and who may lbt calied ta
flîl tbemn? Do you hope ta reflnt and sîreng-
tben Vout Intellect wiîb talk about aven-
tures and nesolutions and ameadments and
reports ? Are yau sorry because you have
no opportunlty ta discuss the comparative
importance ai Home and Foreign Mission
work-nobody ta argue whth as ta wbetber
tht saulof an ndian under tht cane ai the
Foreign Mission Committet la tht North-
west, may flot be ai less value than tht sout
oi a white man under the supervision ai tht
Home Mission Committe ia tht same ne-
gion ? flow your h tant would warmn, and your
mind broaden, and your intellect sharpen,
and youn literary style imprave If you just
had samnehody ta speak with on these mighty
tbemes i Tht society of tht great masters in
literature and theoiogy is of fia value, coni-
partd with the soclety of amodern specialist
svho can discriminait nlcely between tht saut
of a litit Indian boy on the Reserve and the
soul ai a littît white boy wbo lives across
the imaginary line that dîvides tht Reserve
fram tht Prairie fatas. If vou had saine-
body ta converse wlîh wha can explain witb-
out amy effort the comparative valut ai tht
souls ai white men on tht Rocky Mountains
and the soiuls af Chinamen down ln Victaria
yau no doubt would imprave migbîily as a
mînister oh tht gospel.

But, brother, we cannai ail mave la tht
highest circles ai the Church. WVt cannaI
ail evjoy the society ai people who are an
famihian ternis wiîb tht headquarters ai tht
sacramntal hast, and therefone kaow just
what aught ta be dont and haw and when it
ougbt Io bc undeJtaken. Those ai us wha
are nat pnivilegcd in Ibis waY must make
what use we canofa tht society wiîhin aur
reach.

Brother Lonely, bave you a library ? you
have ai course. Is thene aaything on these
shelves written hy a man named William
Shakespeare? Youhaveheard ai Shakespeare.
Ht lived ln England some-Vears aga, thougb
bis foreialhers na danhi were Scolchmen.
Yes, tbere il is an tht top sheli covened with
dust. Jusi as I. eared, brother. A minister
who keeps bis Shakespeare an tht top shelf
loaded witb dust, Is very likely ta be lone.
some and perhaps deserves ta be. If Vau
wanî ta have a real good time and be quite
indeptndent of evtzybody jusu cultivate an
acquautatie witb William Shakespeare.
Some ai bis pieces, we must not say plays,
are very exciting, Qîbello for instance. Tht
Hyams' trial dots flot compare wlth somae ai
tht sensations thal Shakespeare wotked up.
The speeches anc good. The addnesses by
ieading counsci ln the Hiyams matten wene a
tie langer than any Shakespeare makes

his people deliver but Mark Antony put
more poîish an bis. Poloniaus was probably

as wise a man as any palitîchan stumphng
North Ontaria nt the present time. Bruztis
wauid compare favourably wltb anybody ln
Cardwthl. Tht tact IS Shakespeare pro-
duced as good men ln bis mind as we cao
grow in actual life.

Brothur, If you want ta rtad Shakespeare
properhy get a copy that bas the plays baund
stparately ln limp covers, slip a phay ino
your grip ar inta your inside coat pocket
ivhen you are going from home and then If
you are laneiy tht fauitIs not wlîh Shake-
speare. Of course vou must nat take out
yaur capy in tht Prtsbytery when the mem-
bers are wreslhlg wltb the différence between
tweedledum and twetdit-dee.

You neyer could enjoy Shakespeare i Sa
much tht worse for yau. Supposing you
try Milton, or Dickens, or Thackery, or
Georgel Eliot, or Robert Louis Stevenson ?

Neyer did cane for these people. Yau
want somthing thcological and can'u find
anythiag new. lndeed. Have you tand
Fairbairos great boak. Neyer read a line
ai hlma 1 just as 1 feared. A man wba do es
nat read tht master's bardiy evr dotes rend
anything new.

You want somte current iittrature and
cannat afford ta get lu. Now brother. Quite
a number af tht best magazines cau bc pur-
chased at any book store for ten cents each.
Tht best ai thern cao be badl for very hîttle
more. Most ministers are rather a tailure in
the bank accaunt lot but candidlIV there are
flot many who cannot raise ten cents ta buy
a magazine with.

Any ministen who says be is lonesorne
wilh tht works ai Barrie, Crockett, and Ian
Macharen 'wlthin bis rach ougbt ta be tried
for inertia and fouad guiity.

Wheo a pastor secs bis panishioners,
maie aad female, aid and young, walking
about with tht works ai Crockett and Ian
Macianen in their pockets lu is high tîme be
had stopped talking about honesomeness and
taken ta reading.

There are preciaus iew Preshyterian
minisuers ln Canada who cao say without a
loss ai influence that they do not koow any-
thing about Burnbrae, or Drumsheugb, or
Dr. McLure, or Margaret Howe.

A1 GERMA NMS!OSET

Iu the Province af Hanover the National
Cburch, tht Lutheran, is divided ino fonr
districts each under tht a General Supenin-
tendent ; tach district is subdivided ino
smalier districts. the band ai each of wbich is
tht Superinttndent. Tht parishes in each
Supenlntendency are banded togethen ini
inspections, i.e., evcry four or flve panishes
are unittd tagether for certain purpases
ane ai which is tht annual missiansfest or
festival. Each Inspection bas every summer
a united Fest when tht dlaims ai missions,
Home and Foreign, are laid belote tht
people, sometimes by local ministens, but
generalhy assisîed by speakers fromn outside.

Ont beautiful Sabhath afternoon we
heard that a Mîssionsfest was ta be held au
Grant, a village a couple of miles out af Got-
tingen. WeJ wended aur way out there,
and found the Fesu heing Iield ln a heautiful
orchard, across tht gate of wbich was a fine
arcb of evergneens, hearng tht motta :
IlHIetzich Wiiiko-nmen." WVe bad already
passedl under a similan arcb in tht village.
Up te ont oi tht trees was but a pulpit (not
a platiorm>, covered aIl over with green
branches, and decorated in frant wltb a large
cross of flowers. From here, when we ar-
rivtd-and, in tact, we coutl hear him, long
before we arrîved, for he was a Boanerges
-a minister was preaching on Foreign mis-
sions ta a very farce and attentive congrega-

* don gathered tram ail tht parishes in the
Inspection, and manv tram tht city. Tht
benches were ail occupitd and maoy stand-
ing. To judge fromr the oumbers tht Fest is
in fayon wiîh the people, and tramn tht atten-
tion paid ta tht long sermons Germans

*stem to bave an interesu in missions. Tht

sermon on Outer [Foreign] missions, t Itast
as much as we heard and undersîaod ai hi,
was an earnest and choquent tappeal, and
thoroughly evangehical la ils tant.

At tht close ai tht sermon a hymu ws
suag, led by tht local band and joined henni-
ly la by t.he people, hymo sheels bavlng
been distrihut'ed, *The srirm. imi
presshve. Like ail German bymn-rnusic,
the melady was na Ilratlety-bang jingle,"
but staid and decent, a good deal like aur
awn nid psaim lunes. A minîster on my ne-
marking ta hlm the character oi the music,
told me tht German peuple couldn't stand
praislng the Lord ta light fantastîc tunes. We
wlsh aur own Churcb bad some hlgher Idea
of music befiîting a cburch, but If we gel tht
new uoited Hymou Book, we rnay reach it
in lime. Alter tht hymu, there was an inter-
mission of hait an bout, which was taken
advantage ai by mast ta go aver ta the viii-
i.ge beer-garden for reintshments. la corn-
pany wlth parish minister and tht inspector
ai tht Theohogîcal Student's Stift, in Goît-
Ingen, we did tht saine, but untorîuoateiy
(or otherwise) we were laie in gaing, and tht
beer was ail dont. Tht day being hot, and
a grenter crawd prescrit than was expected,
tht supply was nat equal ta tht dtmand, aad
we had ta put up with a sthtrer. Beer is
tht national beverage, aod is universaliy
druak, but il is flot very strong. I arn tld
the minîster hameated on behahi ai temper-
nce, that not mort beer was drunk, lnstead
ai whiskey, etc.

Tht exercists comn'encedl wiîb tht siog-
ing ai anothen bymn ; tht puipit was accu-
pied by another speaker, a miaister irom,
Banover, wba was weli qualified ta speak an
Inner [Home] missions as be had heen for a
number oftyears in slum work, and is yct band
ai a hospital for lame, biind, etc., aithough
be is aiso alinister of a parish. Ht began by
neading for bis texu tht evangel for the day
(Second aile r Trinity) Luke xv., duriog tht
reading ai whlcb tht people ail everently
siood, the mea taking off their bats. Tht
preacher was an cloquent speaker, very
dramatic la style, drawing harrawing pic-
turcs ai the miserles ai tht deformed, and
maimed. We ltar his wonsu cases appear-
ed somewbat incredibie ta some ofthe Old
Country folks. Tht Inspector was inîerest-
ed la listenhng ta tht commeots ai tbree aid
womeo seated in front ai him, sorne ai which
showedplaIlny they thought thepreacher was
drawing tht long bow. Tht effect ai tht
peroratian was somnewbat spoiled by tht sky
presagig a thunder starm wbicb causedl
tht people ta leave. Tht sermon ended,
anothen hyma was sung, the bîessing was
pronox>actd, accompanied by tht siga ai tht
cross, and the Fest was river. A collection
was taken up at the gate for missions, and
seemed ta be well rcsponded ta.

Besides Ibis United Fest every parish bas
ont ai ils own on tht first Sabbath ai tht
year, wheo tht Holy Gospel, tram wbicb a
sermon must be preached, is"The Adoration
ai the Magi. Tht custom is ta mtikt this
stary of tht coming afithe first of heathen ta
tht Lord the grouad ai a sermon on Foreign
missions, su that twice a year, aI least, tht
dlaims ai missions are laid betore tht wboht
Churcb.

The Missionsfest, in tht apen air, under
tht trees, is an established institution la
Gtnmany. and appeans ta be a successfui
mode ai bringing the peophe tagether, and
gettiag thern intercsted in missions, and
Is a change tram the regulan service. As
we looked aver tht large cangregatian
gathened ia tht grave, wt wondertd if tht
samut mode migbt flot be successfi in
Amenica, with, of course, tht necessary
modifications. This mighu not, and per-
haps -rould flot, hc possible in city con-
gregatians, but in country panishes it wouhd
be an excelhent way ai brlnging tht people
together for a pleasant atternoon, and au tht
same time dolng sometbing ta forward tht
cause whicb lits so close to tht hearu af the
whole Canadian-Churcb, tht cause ai mis-.
sions> Homne and Foreign. At least ont
Canadian parish bas adopied tht Mission
Fcast, and fonnd il successful. The con

giregations under the Rev. Mr. Sawers, ln
the London I>rcsbytery, Due ai the Most
mlsslonary parlshes In the Church, have
evczy year a large Missionsfest, and have
had for a number of Vears.

Gottingen, Germany.

lit RSI'l1iI.A WILIIAMtS.

This is a very Important field ai work in
our Lord's vlneyard. Rigbt ln this fine,
viork can be doue for the Master which wilt
tell through eternal ages. A rich store of
opportunlîy lies before us here. How shail
we use It ? Strangers camne in and go out
amongst us every day. Shall we, God's
servants, let them, pass us by unnotictd,
wbile Satan's emissaries are ever alert and
busy ? Golden opportuoltics art ours for
doing Gcdls own work amang these ncw
corners but, If we ntglect thest opportuni-
tics, and il through this neglect a bright
youog 111e is lghted, a precious sout is hast,
an whom - sts the respoosibility ? flots it
ziot rest upon the shouiders ai thase proies.
sing disciples of Christ, who, with neyer a
smiie ai welcame, neyer a thought af open-
ing up their own exclusive circle for a
stranger keep ail tht warmth and brightness
of lionne and charch ta themnselves, white
the young stranger, left in the cbilly outer
circle, after a iew wistful linizerlng glances,
turns ta the ever open doors af tht saloon
and billiard mrooms. Oh, how biindiy we go
an ln aur lives day after day, content wlth
out own position ln society, aur awn circie
of acquaintances, neyer seeming to notice
the iresh faces that apptar in aur midst three
or four times, perhaps. and then for wanî ai
a iriendiy smile, a welcoming word, are seen
no more. We do flot follow themn up ta dis.
caver where they find their society ncw, they
have occasioned but a passing thought in our
minds, no more, yet viho shait say but that
at tht great judgment bar ai God, we wii
not have ta give au accounit for tht saut af
that yaung man or young womnan we might
sa easily have reacbed and hehped.

Cao we plead ignorance of our responsi
bility in tbis matter ? WTt have no right ta
be Ignorant. When Go d gives us light and
we deliberately close aur tyts, is our blind.
ness then any excuse ? God reptaiedly
mentions tht stranger la His Holy Word.
Ht neyer forget tht Il stranger wlthin the
gates " though wt s0 often do. His coin-
mand rings plainly out froin the grand oid
Gospel " I Be flot forgetful ta entertain
strangers." How is it we heed it so liltt?
In Numbers ix : 14 we find that speclat pro.
vision was made for tht stranger at the Pass-
river Feast : IlAnd if a stranger sbail sa-
jourfi amnong you, and wii keep the passover
unto the Lord ; accarding ta the ordinance
oi tht passover, and according ta tht mari-
ner thereai, sa shaîl he do ; ye shail have
one ordinance, bath for the stranger and for
hlmn tbat was born in the land," and ini
Psahm cxlvi -.9 we rend these gractous words,.
ITht Lurd preserveth tht strangers, He

rehitveth the fatherless and the widow."
Jesus Christ was Hirnseli a stranger upoin

tht earîh. Ht koows ail about that intense
craving for love and buman sympatby which
even the strongest of us feel at tirnes, when
f ar awav from home, with no fritodly' band
ta clasp our own and share our burdeos
wjth us. He knows just how desolate it is
ta be nanat la the worid, and how prone we
are ta wander inta slippery places at such
time:. Hence be mkes aur recciving of
sîrangers one ai tht conditions ai aur enter-
iag inot htkingdorn. Hear ais own wrds,
"'Then shal the King say tinta themn on Mis
rlgbt band, Came, ye blesstd af my Father,
lobenit the kingdorn prepareti for you iron
tht faundation of the worhd : For 1 was an
hungered and ye gave me meat : 1 was
thirsty and ye gave me drink: I was a
stranger and yc toak me sa ; Naked and ye
cloîhed me: -. 1 was sick and ye visited me:
I was in prison and ye came unto me," for
"Viehlty 1 Say unto yon, inasmuch as ye

* bve dont il unta one of tht least af thesc
tmv brethren, ve have dont it unto Mt."-

. Matt. xxv. 34-40.


