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It was a enld day for Canadian Presbyterianism
when Dr Ormistan, Dr Donatd Fraser. Dr Munro
Gibson Dr Waters and Dr Patton left this country.
Of course we can get op withaut them. hut we could
get or very much hetter with them The presence and
Iabours'of a few puipit princes like Ormistan and Fra-
ser have an inspiring effiect on a Church  Apart alta.
gether from what such men may de in their own can.
gregations, they are invaluable to their dennnunation
After listening to an Drmiston or a Fraser for an hour
the typical Presbyterian goes home feeling that
preaching is a great pnwer, that Presbyterianism is
a great institutinn, and that it s 2 good thing to be a
Presbytenar.  That is the right way far 2 Preshy.
terian tofeel  We daubt very much if a Presbyterian
ever went away from a service conducted by Dr O
miston inwardly resolving to “inin the Methodists ”
If any such man ever exicterd we chould like ta cee
his photograph  We venture to say bis head is
small and not overly well constructed  Apart from
the spiritual results the highest and most desirable
of all results that fnw fram the pulpt wark of a
preacher like Dr Qrmiston his value as a denamina

.onal factor is incalulable Nobadv ran tell how
much is done for a Church by a few preachers who
stand head and shoulders over the average man

We rarely pick up a first-rlass religinus paper or
reriew without secing something contributed by a
minisier who oz ¢ lahnured in Canada  The breth.
ren who have gone away seem tn use their pens
more freely than many of those who remain. In
the current number of the Homsietic Revicte Dr. Or.
miston has an article on * The Men For the Pulpn,”
which deserves a wider circulation than it can have
in the pages of the Revenr The Doctor begins by
affirmmg that * the pulpit demands

1 HE BES] AND THE BRIGHTEST

of our homes.” True, and it 1s just at this point that
scrious nustakes are often made. One boy in the
famly 1s a slow, quiet, long-faced, solemn lutle chap
and his parents conclude he ought to be a munister,
mainly because he 1s qmet.  Perhaps the buy s lacgy.
Perhaps s health 1s not good. At all events, he
never plays, nor wrestles, nor runs foot races, nor
fights, and because he never coes these things his pa-
rents conclude he 15 the raw matenal out of which a
good mimister can be made. This test would have
shut out Chalmers and Guthue and Arnot, for most
assuredly they were not nuted fut being quiet boys.
The test of quictness would have iemurseitaay vwseu
out Dr. Urmiston himselt in s boyboud, wnd 1ught
have gone hard with am many a vyear after. The
brightest and best are the boys needed in the Muas
iry. A quet boy may be both brght and guud, Lut
no boy should be sent to colleye simply because he s
quiet.

The next quahficatton menttoned by the Doctor 1s
“deep, earnest, unfeigned personal piety.” This
quahfication 15 of course indispensabie. A preacher's
picty “should neither be artificial, sentimental or
sickly, but healthy and happy, hopeful and cheerful ™
There 15 2 world of truth in these words. 1mety alone
15 not of iself any guarantee of a mister’s su-vess
How often have we seen ministers farl whose persona!
prety a .3 earnestness was never for a m o nent ques
tioned even by therr cnemies.  The &y of prety s
all important. The sentimental, sicklv type neser
fits 2 man for being a leader among his fellow .men
the heaithy, happy, hopeful, cheerful, courageous type
15 essential to successful leadership A desponding
spint can never lead to anything but farlure in the
mnistry or 1o any sphere of actwity Pluck 15 half
the battle anywhere.

This type of piety s nearly always assaciated with
a sound body, and the Doctor says

It 1s further cxceedingly desirable that a candidate fi the
pulpit should possess a cignrous. well {eveloped physmical
constitution, and be free from any organic diseasc or bad
ily infirmity or deformity 5 a sound body 15 nceded as the
servant of a sane mind and an active spint.  Many men,
doubtless. notwithstanding wasung disease and sev-re suf
fenng, have done gond service 1n the pulpit, a. did Robest
121, the cloquent Licacher Leaic ster. But 1t 35 dufh
cult for one suffering from the weaknoss, weariness and fre
quent despondency incident to il health, to minister suc-
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vesefolly and in such @ wav as 1o be truly helpful and in-
splring to inguiring mnds or distressed gouls. i views
of truth and fife, and fis nannct of capressing them, nre
lLikely to be tnged with Lis wo persana) dieghility  Dys.
pey *.\ and uervaus headache have spafled the effect of
many a good sermon.

Abont the mnst miserable piece of wark that can
be done is to grind the life cut of a young man for
seven years, and then turn him loose on the Church
a physical wreck, unable to meet the dutics and re-
sponsibilities of the ministerial oftice. How can any
man be helpful and inspiring to others 1f so weak
that he can hardly drag binself aroundi A dys-
pepric's views of ' truth, and life " may be positively
hurtful to his congregation  Truth may be so unged
by the weakness or despondency of the personality
through which it conies as to ahnost cease to be
truth

The sound body however should have 11t not
only a mind, but a mind of a certain type *

Intelectual ability anid mental encrgy are requited in a
cndidate for work in the pulpit, A man may bea true
beltever, aml a dehghtful and meresung Ututher n the
church, and may be eminenidy useful .0 o:het depsr ments of
« hristian labour, and yet nat be qualified to render efiicient
cervice in the pulpit  If weak. or sluggish in inteltect, if
slaw of specch and dull ef temperament, the puipit s cvi
dently not hissphcre,  bvea enthusiasman sctue and an
ardent tose b ahe Ma-ter and for souls may alt exist apart
from the qualnies desiderated for pulpit efficiency. The
mere sanctimenions commenplace of official routine, or
the delivety of a series ot ptous, hackneyed exhuiratns,
thongh uttere an a wone of [arsumed iy ts ivenca and
sccniing uncuion, dves not itl up the idea of the pulpit
service, and in few instances will he hikely to accomplish
much good.

Many excellent youny nen when converted seem
10 think that the only way they can serve the Lord 1s
by preaching Abont surh the Doctor savs

Many young men, whe are truly converted, and fecl

within them the sie of 2 new spintual hie, desitous that
others might alsy share waith them an like precivus fauh,
and anxions to do goo b, -hak they have a call to preach,
and seek fur guiJanre aml awistance to yeach the pulpit,
Not unfrequently this supiwsed call is all a mistake, and st
were wiadom on the part ot a trae adviser o urge upon
them the propriety of prosag their uscfulness in some other
sphe-e  Many an excellent medhanit or successful farmer
tas been spoited in the vaio effart to hecome 2 preacher,
and their own happiness and usefuiness marred Ly, it may
be, a haidable “ut vain amintion.
The 1dea that & young man cando s&nve the lLord
effectively 1n any place but the pulpit 1s a huge delu-
sion. \We need Chnisuan lawyers, Chnisuan mer
chanes, Chnistian docturs, Lhnstian marnufacturers,
Christian politicians, Lhnistan men in all walks of
hie quite as much as we need preachers and perhaps
a little more.

LVARGLELISTIL WORA . — 1.

In the Loghsh Presbyterian Church a gand deal
of attention 15 given tu this work hath in Churrh
schemes and by advidual ~mgregatens  The
cumimee of whih I G'bson is Convener makes
arrangenent fur senvive, where found desirable, and
for some yeats past ha. employed two evangelists,
fving thew whole time to the work Recently the
I'resbytery of Liverpoo! held a conference upon
some important questions of congregational and
famly life, giving a prominent place 19 the welfare
of the young. This was followe i by a fortnight’s ser-
vices, speaially miended to reach and influence chil-
dren and youth. With the aid of an evangelistic as-
suciation, composed of earnest and active laymen,
the ety fwcluding Birkenhead was mapped into
districts with choice centres of operation, to whirh
vannus workers and seruices were assigned.  Along
with loal men, severa! from a distance known to be
specially qualified. were called in and the work be-
gun upon a Sabbath was continued ecach mght
through the two following weexe Inthis ] was pri-

vileged to see and partivipate 10 2 considerable ex-
tent, and was impressr ! with the fact that the fruits
were very much in pr partion to the pans taken in
the exercise of fath and lvely eapectation. The
largest and mos: promising mectngs whirh came
under my observation were in connectton with a mis-
ston school in Queen's Road, where in addition to
large attendance and deep attention there was a
latge number of very hopeful cases of decision
among the older scholars. The pastor, Dr. Howatt,
was, I believe, away from home, but the superintend-
ent and teachers were on hand {ull of zeal and tact
They had sent a preparatory carcular letter to the
homes, of the children and followed it up wih per-
sonal influence to bLring out the chiidren. Then

cach mpt they were present in force to watch and to
ad m th after meeung, carefully noting those im
pressed, for future attenuon. and at the close re
remammn, for brief confercnce and prayer.  Can it be
wonderes that they received a nich reward ?

In Rocferry and Brassey Street, Birkenhead, thiere
was alsonuch nterest and blessing.  Heoe were to
be scen ases of men of vealth leaving their com
fottable bmes after a long day of business, on n
clemene aghts, to aid 10 the work, and with them
occasionzly pont parents, weary with 4 day s tad,
but deept conerned for the best mierests of thea
children. Who can wonder that uf there acie more
of this tht the fruits would be yet wmwic abundant
and mankest ?  In this conncction one case struck
me as cpeunally interesting and suggestive.  Une
Thursdayeve ng m the after mecting I came upon
a brght ttie girl of eight and asked her, * Well,
1s your hart given to Chnstz © “Yes.” *“When
was that, o-mght or sume tune agol” *“ Tuesday
mght,  ksther conversation siowed that she fully
understoocand meant what she said.  Her mother
joined Wit eager interest 1o help teil the joyfui
story.

Tuesday might the culd went home in much
trouble. 3¢ hau come away withuut giveng her
heart to tk Saviour. She kaew i1 and was sad,
“1Vell,” sm the mother on learming the case, * just
kneel dowi and do it now before, you go to bed.
You dont ped to wait for another meeting.” This
direction sk pladly followed, and had been happy
since in thithought that ske was a child of Jesus and
had ber der Saviour.

To any ne who would venture to cast a shadow of
a doubt upn such a hope, 1 think I hear the Master
say, “Ex{pt ye shall receive the kingdom of God
as a httlechild, ye shajl in no wise enter theremn.’
Would Gd we had inany more such muthers !

A REMARKABLE CONVERSION,

Rev. M Moore, of Cheltenham, whose acquaint.
ance 1 h{ the privilege of malking m the course of
this workjelated to me the following mstance of the
wondsrfubower of divinegrace. Hisformer charge,
Dudley. 1s 1n the heart of the * Black Country,’ a
region ofriackness and darkness, both fiteral and
figurativeyhere he seemis to have beenowned of God
to do biged work.

Une S:day morning a sturdy colher, noted fur his
drunken &esses and brutal devotion to the prize
ning and k& cock pit, as he rose late, after the night s
orgics, f@d himself possessed with a sudden im-
pulse to f1 church nstead of the usual tap room
or gamb!y den. He could not overcome the unac-
esnniaplampulse, and so, washing and donming lus
his besine was soon m the street; but then a
fresh proem confronted him as to which of two
churches ' enter, the Methodist on the nghtor « e
Presbytemn on the feft.  Uf the mimster ot the iar-
ter he hageard a good deal, so the matter was set
tied by assolve to go and hear what he had to say
in the mamng and take the other :n the evening.
He cnteréand slunk into a corner.  As the sermon
proceedeche Jord smote that man with conviction.
He saw vh alarm Lis ewvil nature mirrored in the
glass of vine truth. He confessed afterward bis
first impw was to seize his hat and huny home to
beat his = ' She must have been telling the parson
all about m. But then a remnant of reason in his
depraved wl suggested this could hardly be, as she
could notiow of his coming to the place. So he sat
1t out, hanag his head over lower and lower to escape
observatit  He went home with a distressed spint.
1 nable temain away he returned in *he eveming
and backgann the next evening, by which time he
fell undere observation of the muster, who suc-
ceeded matching him after the service before he
reached t" loor. As lhe result of conversation then
and subseently he was brought to the feet of Jesus,
relieved dns burden and * returned home to tell
ns fnendsaw great things the Lord had done for
him.” Ewually he became an elder of the Church,
and an carst worker among his profigate compan
10ns, and my a lttle service of power and blessing
they had on in the dark pit, in the little low, coal
walled cawy, where they gathered at noon with thenr
tins for dier, and many a trophy of grace among
the fruits. s anything toc hard for the Lord? !
His Spiritnot straitened, but -ve, alas, in ourselves
are straited.  Might we not well ask, Wherefore 15
it so? W, M. R,
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