EN TIHE PRESRYTERIAN COHLEGE fOURNAT.

everything  they see: they often
hold themselves free to doubt even
their own eyes.  But in the muin,
what we ean elearly see does exert a
definiic  nd controlling inflnence
over our heliefs and actions.  Now,
there are some mysteries in the
kingdom of God of which we can
only gain an understanding and to
which we can only become sub-
missive through devoul and intelli-
gent. veflection on  the analogies
which on divine authority are de-
claved to exist in what we can actu-
ally see going onaround us. When
clouds of  darkness shadow our
spirits: when, even, we see no light
ab all: Christ comes to us wilh
a parable; and his  parable, as
it. were, hecomes a lamp. I
lights up the mystery.  For what
is really the matter ?  We are dis-
tressed because of what we ean see
inone particular sphere,—the spir-
itual.  Christexplains the mystery
by showing what we ecan see in
anotherand precisely similar sphere:
and thereby demonstrates the infi-
mate harmony that prevails between
the natural and spiritual worlds :
demonstrates it in tones more pro-
nannced than those heard in the
suggestion of Milton's angel : —

What if earth
Be but the shadow of heaven, anid
things therein
Each to theother like, more than
on earth is thought ¥

But we have -reached the trans-
ition point, and pass on to notice,
secondly, THE FUNCTION OF THE EAR
IN PARABOLIC TEACHING. “Blessed
are your ears for they hear.”

Suppose now, you have some par-
ticulur purable before you: it does
not matler which. ‘The eye wmay
see it with lifelike vividness @ see it
too in much of its spiritunl signifi-
cance: bulb that is not enough. The
enr likewise has ils definite fanction,
H must hear, in the twafold sense of
understanding  and  performing.
These C‘earthly siories’ (some of
them) have the *heavenly meaning
hidden away and it reguives an al-
teutive enr to eateh  that  hidden
meaning. And when the meaning
is caught, there must he obedience.
The parables are unique in this re-
Men may rise from the per-
usal of some masterpicee of fiction
only to discuss s literary  merits
sigh over the sorrows of the heroine,
laud the unselfish devoiion of the
hero, or execrate the villain--and
then  put it all back on the shelf.
Buat the parables are nat works of
fiction.  They may have been, and
likely were, actual oceurenees.  And
in any case they earry with fthem
tremendons  significance  in the
sphere of moral respousibility. They
cannot be put hack upon the shelf,
They have not been  told merely to
while away the time. They have
not been told merely to excite the
emaolions or quicken the intellect by
a brilliant display of literary skill.
From beginning to end they throb
with a definite purpose which can-
not be lightly thrust aside: a pur-
pose, namely, ecither to move the
will to holy aetivity, or else restrain
the will from unholy activity.
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