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" DEFENDING THE INDEFENSIBLE

The Liberals of this province ought to
be very: grateful to the Standard for its
leading editorial of yesterday, in which,
in attempting to - defend the concealment
of improper expenditures by the Flemming
government, it takes up a 1ne of argu-
ment well calculated to show how much
room there is for ecriticism.

The opposition, having an eye upon the
tremendous expenditure for roads and
bridges in' certain coumtiegs where polities
and partizanship have run mad, demanded
details as to many transactions, asking for
the names of all who received money, and
the nature of the services upon which
their claims were based. The government
refused to place such details on the re-
cords of the House, and the Standard tells
why. It says:

“Last year the opposition ‘used the
report of the auditor-general as a whip
to misrepresent the expenditure of the
Public Works Department made
through their structural superintend-
ents. These officials of the depart-
ment are employed to make repairs to
the small bridges in the different dis-
tricts to which they are assigned.
They also exercise a supervision over
all the bridges in their respective
localities. The result is that the name
of one or the other of these officials is
constantly appearmg in the accounts.
The auditor-general in his wisdom, or
perhaps to save time, did not speclfy
what all the expenditures of the struc-
tural superintendents were for, but
charged up to each bridge the total of
payments in a single item irrespective
of whether these payments were for
labor, supplies purchased, traveling ex- .
Denses or other services. It has not
been a part of the policy of the opposi-
tion to deal with any great degree of
fairness with the expenditures of the
government and it would be putting it
mild to say that they made an excep-
tion in this instance. They were not
even content to accept the report as it
was, but misrepresented the facts by
every means in their power.”

How inhuman of the opposition to use
fhe report of the auditor-general “as a
whip to misrepresent” the Flemming gov-
ernment!: The phraseology is singular, but
no doubt the Standard meant that the
opposition resorted to ermel and unusual
methods of attack. 8o, as the Standard
makes clear, it was thought better this
year to conceal the facts under such head-
ings as payments to ‘“various persons,”
Jumping together many sums concerning
each one of which the people of the prov-
ince are entitled to specific information.
Whether the anditor-general’s conduct was
due to his “wisdom” or to his desire “to
save.time,” it is not going-to-help the
province much in finding out what the
¥lemming government did with the money,
or just which of its henchmen profited
most throukh subventions for “superin-
tendents,” ““traveling expenses,”” and the
like.

But it seems that the auditor-general,
if we are to believe the+Standard, has be-
eome a terrible person, who, craftily con-
cealing his intentions from the govern-
ment, proceeded off his own bat, as it
were, to hide much detailed information
which the cabinet members were most
eager to give to the public. Let us
examine the Standard’s description of the
auditor-general’s amazing conduct. It
says:

“Without.in any way consulting the
government, the auditor-general has
apparently made a change in his
method of reporting on these expendi-
tures. As implied(!) in the public ac-
counts commijtee last year it was the
wish ofthe government that a full
and complete statement of all the
items expended by the structural

superintendents should be made public.
The Chief Commissioner stated that

'l was fastened about Sinbad the Sailor.

m Flemming govern-+
ment must be—aa, indeed, the Standard
saya xt is—by itg official’s autocratic u\d
geatuitous conduet in burying in the cellar
) which Mr. Flemming and Mr. Mor-
rissy desired to have megaphoned from
the house-tops.
Mr. Copp and his supporters have scored
heavily in expoamg the government’s oc-

| cupation of the indefensible position which

the Standard so absurdly attempts to de-
fend. It is known everywhere that the
change in'presenting the accounts, and the
refusal - of the government to place on
record detailed answers to the opposition’s
questions are due to two facts: one of !

‘which is that the exposures by the opposi- i

tion last year were caleulated to open the

travagance of the government, while the
other is that, with this year's big deﬁcxt
and the tremendous expenditure on public

‘I works in mind, it is easy to understand

that an examination of the details of ex-
penditure this year, if they were available,
would provide electioneering material such

‘as the government does ndt desire to face

when presently it goes to the couptry.
‘The gratitude of Mr. Copp and his fol-

|lowers to the Btaridard for its amazing

admissions of yesterday should mot cause

|them to slow down in ‘their efforts to

secure from Mr. Flemming and his minis-
ters a mazghtforward account “of what

| they have done with the people’s money,
i how much of it went for actual work and
material at fair prices, and what propor: |
tion of it may fairly be charged up to

partizan distribution among friends of the
machine in the various counties.

THE WAY OF THE TRIMMER

taught Mr. Borden that the way-of the

‘trimmer is hard, but he¥evidently had to

learn it by experience. Experience has
béen praised as something that teaches us
what to follow and shows us what to
avoid. But as a mode of warning it has
had no influence on Mr. Borden. To de-
termine the vintage he evidently thinks
he has to drink all the wine in the cask.
The charm of this alliance with the
Nationalists is that it makes deception
absolutely necessary to both parties, and
when, in the efflux of time, one villainy
after another is exposed, the allies natur-
ally fly at each other’s throats. The trade
name of the government is snpposed to be
“conscience” but it is really proving to be
“cowardice.” They are, not just the same
things, although many bigoted Tories must

last few months, to convince themselves
that they are. But the rank and file of
the party are haunted by a real feeling of
loss. They have lost the old policies of
the Congervatives, one after the other,
with the golitary exception of their sub-
serviency to the privileged classes. This
is the one policy that the common people,
who vote Conservative, would most like to
see them lose, but it is one which is fas-
tened to them as the old-man-of-the-sea
The
pure irony of the situation is nowhere
more apparent than in this, that Mr. Bou-
rassa is now attacking his allies for un-
faithfulness to the very policy on which
they secured the support of the Ultra-
montaines in Canada, that is, on the ques-
tion of Separate Schools. Tupper promised
this in 1896 and received the same enthus-
iastic support for his promise as Borden
did in 1911. Now Bourassa. turns upon
him for unfaitWfulness to this traditional
policy. Truly the way of the trimmer is
hard, and a lie has long legs.

It is very doubtful if, as a result of
these experiences, Mr.
cautious and modest,
promises. On the contrary, the future is
likely to be the same as the past, and the
thing he once did with loathing, he will
do again with joy. It ig difficult to turm
back from the way of the trimmer, par-
only a desire to win at all hazards. The
the country of the stuff that is in our
public fen. ‘The behavior of the cabinet

they are statesmen or mere time-servers.
Never did the country see a more com-

or the quack doctor in politics.
L

BLAKE AND RECIPROCITY

The fact that has been most dwelt upon
by reviewers in discuseing the life and
career of Edward Blake is that he broke
with his party over the question of un-
restricted ‘reciprocity, that is, reciproeity
fn manufactures as well as in natural pro-
ducts. The Toronto Star now records a
necessary reminder to the effect ‘that Mr.
Blake’s famous letter of 1801 “was not &n
impassioned outburst against disloyalty
but a critical analysis of unrestricted re-
ciproeity.” -“In those days,” it says, “prac-
tically everybody was, or professed to be,
in favor of reciprocity in natural pro-

Mowat and many another Liberal whose
loyalty no thoughtful man” questioned!
But the fact to be kept in mind in
these days is that Mr. Blake was in favor
of reciprocity, in natural products. What
he advocated was “a moderate revenue
tariff with all tHe world, coupled with
liberal provisions for reciprocal free trade
in natural products with the

‘just such an afrangement as was proposed

eyes of the country to the waste and ex- |,

A knowledge of history should have

Borden will be
and make fewer

ticularly when a man displays in that way

experience has furnished a valuable test to

on all the controversial questions of the
day leaves no one in doubt as to whether

plete example of the opportunist politician

Unitad ]
States.”” He was, in & word, in favor .of/

a ;ampugn " for- ui
*| beginning probably * in Alb
" | katehewan, -mpst soon - t}&hse ;
| only possible way to avoid such a rovival
1is to give the farmers, East and - g
untaxed entry into the United Shtgl ar-
ket for their productsy So & ﬁiﬁ
Conservative party persists
this' measure of justice to the
interests, just' €6 surel:y wxﬂ t
and persist, a demgnd for the- femmtl of
protection from munfmuvel. On “the|.
other hand, the removal of the duty from
natural products would prévent any move-
‘ment for the abolition of the duty on
manufactures, and no doubt the country
would then be content with a gradual re-
duction of some of the more excessive
schedules. %
There is only one bxg jssue in Ctmsdm
| politics today, and that is the fariff. The
essential difference between the parties in
{Canada today 1s that the Liberal party
|stands for a sensible tariff, while the Con-
servative party proposes by means of the
tariff commission to pay its debt to the
“interests” for their aid during the cam-
paign of last amtumn. Should the Liberal
party take full advantage of its policy in
this respect its return to, power cannot be
long deferred. Liberals everywhere should
keep in mind the great fact that outside
of Ontario a majority of the people of
Canada voted for reciprocity last Beptem-
ber. 1 ik r

THE WORSHIP OF THE SUN

The arrest of Dr.Ha’'nish, “The Master,”
of the Mazdaznan or Sun Worship cult,
in Chicago, shows that.city in the mew
and unusual role of defender of the faith
and censor of morals. It was generally
thought that in the great and wicked city
of the Middle West, beliefs and worships
might take all shapes from Mah to Mahi,
without let or hindrance. There are neacly
a hundred different religious organizations
in the city of London, Chicago wps
becoming a good second in 1ts welcome to
known and unknown gods; but the arrest
of the priest of the Sun may affect ad-
versely its reputation in that direction.

Although it is reported that Dr. O. Z.
Ha'nish was discovered by the police in a
coal bin, the statement is probably not
true. On the contrary he was very likely
arrayed, as his custom is, in goregeous
apparel. On his breast ordinarily gleams
the image of the sun. He wears a long
priestlike robe of white silk, covered with
golden spangles, and over this another
robe of crimson, richly embroidered with
designs of gold. He Cconfesses to sixty-
seven years, but he could easily pass for
twenty-seven, or thirty at thé most. On

bave been diligently trying, during the!his face there is not & single wrinkle. He

says that he will die some day—probably

he will never grow old, that he will never
know sorrow or sickness or tribulation or
disappointment He professes to be a
stranger to weariness as well as all she
other ills and woes that flesh 'is heir to.
The secret of his youth and of his im-
munity from trouble and sorrow he finds
in one word—Mazdaznan. He describes it
as the religion behind all other religions,
and its chief teaching is that the body
should be kept immaculately clean, inside
and out. His followers ¢éat no meat; they
do not eat the flesh of any dead animal,
as he emphatically put it. Hig second great
injunction is the importance of breathing
correctly. Proper breathing, he says, will
destroy the germs of all diseases and
eradicate from the system the hereditary
results of the blunders of ancestors. If
the body is kept right men will think
right, he says, but the slightest unclean-
ness or abuse of the body immediately
will react in a corresponding degree ¢n
the mind. He doeti1 not set unattainable
ideals before his followers, but a system
of correct living in relation to the ammal,
vegetable and mineral world about them.
According to this teacher, a man may
keep the law of the country and yet be
| worthless. He may break the law, and yet
be fine. He may commit a sin against so-
ciety and yet realize through this sin his
true perfection. What is outside of him
i8s a matter of less importance that what
is inside.
- He has some mad comments to offer
about other religions. The teachings of
Jesus, for instance, he declares are being

that the disciples should pray unceasingly.
That did not mean that they should al-
ways be praying, but they should say the
Lord’s prayer through without stopping—
all in one breath, with a slight pause at
the end of each line of the original blank
verse. It was a formula to teach the dis-
ciples deep breathing, he asserts, and any
other formula would do as well. Repeating
that prayer morning, noon and night, and
not drawing the breath until it is finished,
would result in much physical benefit in
a short pace of time. None of his leading
teachings make it clear just why the
Chicago attbhorities should object to him.
He is said to be a man of wonderful ac-
complishments, orator, teacher, printer,
physician, agriculturalist, 'end under his
direction one of the most suecessful poul-

ducts.” This number.included Sir Oliveritry farms in the United Btates has been

run. It may be that the meat trust ob-
jects to ‘his vegetarian teaching.

OUR MOOSE AND OUR MODESTY
New Brunswick is the-greatest of moose
countries, and because moose are becom-
ing scarce in Maine and big game hunters
ate- being attracted to New Brunswick
rather than to the neighboring state in
these days, the Boston Transcript pub-
lishes a story calculated to stimulate in-

in two or three hundred years—but that.

constantly misinterpreted, He commands 5‘5

i % ct«
‘bulls with a spread of antlers “ke a rock-
fig chair’” are said to have been trained
to pose for the picture meén. In other
districts,” rumor has it, the wily guides
provide tame moose trained to dodge bul-

| lets at 500 yards, for the enterwmnebt of

American sportsmen who used to complain
71 that they never could get a shot» at any-
thiﬁg in the Maine woods."

There is scarcely a town in the provinee
that does not boast at least once a year
of having seen a moose in its streets, and
it is well known that the Moncton Golf
Club has a ground rule permitting a player
to try his shot over again in case his first
one shodld strike a moose in the fair
green. At Lingan .a well known player
once saw two moose within easy mashie
ghot, though it is true his opponent could
see but one.

Since Maine is beginning tardily to yarn
about its moose, it is time the New
Brunswick p/blxmsts let out a mnotch or
two in their wild game literature. Our
attractions ought no longer to be hidden
under the prosaic verbiage of the railway
and steamship guide books.

SIR EDWARD GREY ON HOME RULE
Those who read Sir Edward Grey's re-
cent highly important Manchester speech

-lon Home Rule will find an assurance

that the Irish measure will soon be passed
by the House of Commons, and that it
will be passed by means of a majority
independent of the Irish vote. Critics of
Fhe government have frequently sought to
make it appear that the bill could not be
carried in the House of Commons but for
the assistance of the Irish Nationalists.
Sir Edward Grey disposes of that phan-
tom. He said, in the course of his speech:

“It is said that on the Liberal side we
cannot be trusted with Home Rule be-
cause the Irish Nationalists vote with us.
It will be a strange thing if Home Rule
is to be passed by some party against
which the Irish Nationalists vote. It is
a measure which, surely, if it is passed
at all, should be passed for the sake of
both the great parties of the United King-
dom. They say on the other side that we
are dependent on the Irish vote. We are
not dependent on the Irish vote in the
sense which they mean. If all the mem-
bers from Ireland left the House of Com-
mons tomorrow and did not reappear dur-
ing this session we should be able to pass
H(vme Rule. There is a British majority
in favor of it. I do mot say that it would
be an advantage that they should do so,
because I think the criticism and the
opinion of a majority of members from
Ireland ought to' bd-an essential part of
the passing of a Home Rule bill. But T
do say that it is not essential to it, be-
cause there is a British majority as,K well
as an Irish majority for Home Rule. On
the Conservative side they have curious
ideas of arithmetic. I think they cannot
tdeny that the Liberal and Labor parties
together—DBritish Liberal and Labor parties
together—are a majority over themselves.
In all the calculations they make they de-
duct the Irish Nationalists from the Home
Rule majority in the House of Commons;
they never deduct the Irish Ulster mem-
bers from their own side; and if you
wish to know accurately how the-majori-
ties are in the House of Commons—what
purely British majority there is for Home
Rule—you must deduct the Irish Ulster
members from the, Conservative side. As
a matter of fact, of course, it is really the
Conservatives who are dependent on the
Irish vote more than ourselves. We are
not dependent on the Irish vote for stay-
ing in. If the Irish vote were not there
we ghould hold our own, and more than
our own, but the Conservatives are de-
pendent on the Irish vote for any chance
of turning us out.”

Deducting the Irish vote from both
sides, there remains a clear Liberal-Labor
majority of about forty members for Home
Rule. In Gladstone’s day the support of
eighty Nationalists was necessary to give
him a majority of forty-three for Home
Rule‘in the Commons. Now, as then, the
Lords will reject the bill; but now they
cannot kill it but only postpone it for two
years. If the Asquith government lives
until 1914 Ireland will have Home Rule.

EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW

With the best intention on the part of
law makers, it is becoming a difficult mat-
ter to secure that equality, particularly
where different races are involved. A book
published recently entitled “Race Distinc-
tions in American Law,” gives many in-
stances of the failure to eliminate racial
distinctions from legislation. In such cases
s labor-contracts, apprenticeships, vag-
rancy and pauperism, and a considerable
list of occupations skilled and<unskilled,
the negro finds himself legally at a dis-
advantage in comparison with the white
man. Beyond the law is the still more
potent force of custom and public opinion,
which indeed, are responsible for the legis-
lation. Similar distinctions have become
embedded in the laws of the country also
in regard to most non-European races.

To call a white person a negro is action-
able in some of the Southern states. In
Syracuse (0.), and in three counties in
North Carolina, a negro is not allowed to
remain overnight. There is everywhere!.
in the South a strong tendency to elimin-
ate him as a juror. Law has no other
sanction than that it is the expression of
the will of a majority of the people. That
is the difficulty, because this spirit which
separates races will soon separate classes
in the same race, and instead of wise laws
will rear anid plant in their stead a “higher
law” which each one for himiself may ad-
judge and administer. Money in the Uni-
ted States has become able to bend laws
and courts to its purpose. That way an-
archy lies.

Legislators secure the gratltude of hum-

anity, not by enacting affirmative laws
but by securing the repeal of obnoxious

/years to come Wil be with methods of

: | structed pe‘rtquﬂueetmna the fact of the
I need of 1mprovament

_speech told his audience that Canada does

ith admiration, h’n‘t
- Britain were nqt

| strong mm to_protect the mm«f

lThe business memments for mmy

ameliorating’ sacial conditions. No in-
The  government
which is today, as.is ours at Oftawa, giv-
ing anxious thought for methods of im-
posing new burdens on the people and for
extending new. advantages to privileges, .is |
going like a fool to the correction of the
stocks. There‘ are many special interests
that ery out againet government regulation
of business, which  thoroughly helieve in
governmental help when it comes to ask-
ing for a valuable franchise or a special
tariff rate. They obstinately refuse tz give
value for value to the public, but are
quite willing to pay a reasenable consider-
ation to the authorized representatives in
Parliament instead of to the people.

Mr. Chamberlain, when he had no il-
lusions on this subject, was very bold and
positive in his opinion. He said: “T tell
you that any proposal to tax corn is a‘l‘
proposal to put rents in the pockets of;{
the landlords, and that any proposal to]
tax manufactures is a ‘proposal to put
profits in the pockets of particularly |
favored manufacturers. Ah, I do}
not think that you will be led away by
these absurdities.”

But the people sometimes become en-
snared by the common protection fallacies,
and under the shouting of demagogues are
led in the way of national disaster. When
economic arguments cannot be answered,
some distracting cry of “Wolf!” will al-
ways be raiged by those who hope to bene-
fit by superstition and ignorance. In spite
of the success of those who seek first and
always their selfish interests, there is a
feeling even among them that something
is wrong. They are dimly sensing the fact
that while they ‘were smiting the people
on one cheek, they were as diligently smit-
ing themselves on the Their
weapon has been a blunt knife with a
sharp handle, and while employing it to
stab they have wounded themselves some-
what severely. The excesses of prxvxlege
are rapidly making all privilege impossible.
There is, apparently, in the structure of!
the world, a wisdom that transmutes erime |
into progress.
would have come with an explosion long
ago. Our social organization shows won-
derful vitality in that it has survived the
quack economic nostrums that are so often
administered to it for its health.

The quack remedy is administered and
the quack exacts enormous fees. High pro-
tection is ever a quack remedy. It is the
chief cause for the present industrial con-
dition throughout the sections of |
Qanada. The only remedy for rural de-
pression is to remove the duty on natural

well!

other.

rural

{from 1314 to 1343,
iages of the average level of prices during

etty t!om. -asking the interventxon of the’
| commission, and gettm; it. New Bruns-
wick ‘was late in estabbshmg a public
utxhtm comxmsmon It

m&ke the commission useful.

. o -

Sdhnx provincial assets and -treating!t
the proceeds ss revemue ig a method of
financing roundly condemned in the budget
debate. It seems to strengthen the gov-
ernment in a negligent poliey toward tim-
ber restoration.—Toronto Globe.

Mr. Flemming has made that method of
financing well known in New Brunswick.
Instead of spending interest alone he year-
ly draws upon his principal by permitting
the cutting of timber below the proper
size. It - i8%. a
policy which is rapidly diminishing New |
Brunswick’s chief asset.

* * *

Evidently certain interests are prepar-
ing to attack the assessment bill at Fred-
ericton. It ig to be hoped St. John may
be able this year to make a fair start to-
ward taxation reform. It is folly to sup-
pose the exemption of improvements will |
result in injustice.  Fear of something
like equality in raising civic revenue has|
hitherto led the reactionaries to oppose

all desirable changes in the assessment |

law. Are they to have their way +his
year too? Home rule in taxation is sure-
ly a reasonable request.

- w w

When critics of the assessment bill tell

! of the injustices it is going to inflict they

deliberately ignore the provision for a com-
mission to deal with special cases—which
would be by no means so numerous as
they affect to believe.
reform the
form it.

asséssment system is to re-
The making of an omelette with-
out breaking some eggs is not yet pos-
sible. As a rule objections to taxation
reform come from those who fear they
will lose undue advantages if the question
is opened up. It is time to be moving.
An unjust and reactionary system of tax-
ation is too expensive a handicap for a
progressive city to tolerate.

* #* =

The latest government bulletin on the

cost of living gives but cold comfort to!

the consumer. Here it is:

“The Department of Labor’s wholesale
prices record
higher level for February than for Janu-

| ary, notwithstanding that the latter month

was reported as having seen the highest
prices since 1882-4, and possibly since 1873.
The index number rose during February
these bemg percent-

the last decade of the last century. The

If it were not &0 the end [UPWard movement was largely the result|

{of advances in grains, animais and meats,
dairy products and potatoes. Retail prices
‘were also upward, especially in the food
products derived from the lines

mentioned.”
» - »

What is causing much of the dissatisfac-|

tion with the government at this instant?
Why has the love of some of its most loy-
al supporters grown cold? Why,

‘bm ause Premier Borden feels that, power-

ful as may be these interests, the people
as a whole have the power to destroy,
& very considerable and ever-growing per-|

products. To tax food is to enrich the
arch-monopolist. The working farmer |
thinks himself fortunate if he can make |
both ends meet, and the farms are de- |
serted because other pursuits offer more
profit. A tax on food is likewise a tax|
on labor, and the cost of living continu-|
ally mounts upward, because of the un-
natural and artificial conditions produced |
by the men who seek to perpetuate the |
mischief of special privilege. r
In the meantime, while man can be in-|
structed he cannot be blest in spite of |
himself. No social and economic changes |
can go forward independent of indi
action.

vidual |
If the farmers and toilers of C an-l
ada are going to prevent the duplicating |
of conditions that are threatening the very
existence of representative governments in |
other lands, they have only to get t
wits and their intelligence to work,

have only to unite against the excesses of |
the special interests. There are only a|
few methods of aequisition, as industry,
frugality, economy on the one hand,
robbery, theft, fraud and beggary on the|
other. The chief difficulty in the past has
been due to the fact that the cost uf}
progress was borne by a part of society. |
In the ballot there is a remedy for this!
ill. The farmers and the consumers are\
discovering that they hold the reins. \
Hitherto they have been content to pull
the load. 1

and |

KOTE AND COMMENT
It is time to begin the exemption of‘
improvements from taxation. Tax vacant|

land, and 1t will become productive. |
- * =

i

{
Uncertainty 4s to the location of the\

dry dock continues. The latest report |

places it near the head of Courtenay Bay.
* #* »

St. John never saw a spring season more
promising than this one. By June we!
shall begin to realize what a real forward

movement is like. i
e e

|
|
!
!
|

The commission bill is to be passed
this week by the Legislature. A citizens’|
ticket will probably be announced so soon
as the commission legislation is completed

at Fredericton.
* *

Some of the beauties of the administra-|
tion as carried on by the Flemming regime |
are described in our Fredericton corres- |
pondence. ‘‘Jobs for relatives” seems to,
be the slogan of the Flemming party. Tt |
is an exalted conception of public service
that New Brunswick sees practised by the |
group of provincial statesmen who prom-

ised pure and unselfish government. |
o o |

!
|
{
i
|
}

Hon. George E\ﬂas Foster in a Toronto|

ndt want millionaires, That is as it may
be. But the millignaires of Canada want |
the Fosters and the Bordens and the
other statesmen who know how to reward
their friends at the expense of the public.
Mr. Foster, by the way, has just discoy-
ered that the cost' o{ ]i:ring ig-too high.

Nova Sgotia is amending its public utili-

ties legislation. Ogne of the new features

| put off for a year.

|a mighty

' his predecessor.

| market.

centage of them are very apt to destroy
if too much be taken from Peter to swell!
Paul’s bank account.—Toronto
Night.
This was before the

written budget

The payment of the
by means of the tariff has been
By next year, too, the
i feeling in favor of tariff reduction will be

| speech was delivered.
“Interests”

even stronger than at present. There is
interesting time ahead.
» * -

Hon. Mr. White’s first budget, lacking

| tariff changes, is of little interest except
{as recording the record surplus left by

The “interests” are to
| wait anothez year for their reward. They
will be even hungrier and more insistent
next year than nmow. And to pay them

| for their aid in the elections is going to |

|be about as perilous as to refuse pay-
| ment. By next year the farmers, cast
|and west, will have come fully to realize
the extent of the injustice done them in
denying them free entry to their nearest
The reciprocity legislation has
not been repealed at Washington, and
next year the Democrats will be in con-

‘trol—a Iy tariff party owing its success

mainly to popular protest against the high
cost of living. Those active and power-
|ful Canadians who are pressing for an
increase in our already excessive tariff |
are making a mistake in letting Mr. Bor-|

den defer his tariff legislation. The low{

| tariff pressure from the Canadian West | { towards

{will be greater next year than now, and |
in the East only Ontario and Prince Ed-
ward Island voted against tariff relief,
Next year Mr. Borden ywill scarcely dare |
to raise the tariff on any line of manu-
| factured goods, even if he is rash enough
to go on telling the farmer to be patriotic
jand pay up.

A pinch of salt will make the white Qf
an egg beat quicker.

ABE MARTIN

If women ever git t' votin’ I wouldn’
give much fer th cannvdato with ugly !
hair. Some feller’s idea o’ a good business
man is not payin’ anything till he has to.

‘mow in order|

penny-wise-pound- foolish,

The only way to,

up to date shows a still

above

simply |

and

Saturday

| ETTERS 10 THE EOITOR

[The opinionn of correspondents are not
necessarily of The Telegraph. This
nDewspaper d not undertake to publish
al] or any of the letters received. Unsigned
commumﬁma will not be noticed. Write
on one of paper only. Communica
txona must be plainly written; otherwise

will be rejected. Stamps should be
;en osed if refurn of manuscript is desired
in case it is not used. The name and a
dress of the writer should be sent wiin
every letter as evidence of good faith.—
Ed. Telegraph.]

CURIOSITY
To the Editor of The Telegraph:
Sir,—What’s in the wind? On the d
following the opewgng of the Legislatu
The Standard contained a moving acc
{ of the inaugural ceremonies in the «
of \.wmch its reporter told of the cl
| lain’s prayér. Then he wrote as foll
“The, prayer ended, Hon
George J. Clarke took hig seat
| on the speaker’s dais, and
| shortly after the sergeant-at-
‘ arms advanced and announced,
|
!
|
V

{

after a dignified bow in the
direction of the speaker: M
| Speaker, His Honor the Lieut-
! L'ntarl? Governor has arrived
“With equal dignity the
\ speaker replied: “Let His
{ Honor the Lieutenant Gov-
erhor be admitted,” and im-
left the chair. It
was precisely what the speak-
er was expected to say, pre-
! cisely what many other speak-
| ers before him have said, in
i fact there was not the remotest
chance of him saying anything
else and yet at his words there
was a sort of nervous hush
the house, and intangible
that something extraorc
might happen with an equa
vague hope that it would not
»\‘]T', ever Since thﬁsf‘ ominot
penned, Standard readers have
ing uncomfortably for something ¢
pen. What is coming? Is John
going to crowd into the fo'cast
premier going to tell what he ki
the Blue Bell tract? Is W. B
going to imsist upon the proc
publication of a certain affidavit?
Sproul going to leave the
| the lurch—the government
| has been so long a conspicu
| ex-Governor Tweedie going
[ he knows of the governn
land of some of its proposals w
compelled to veto in the
’I< the government going to |
{ of the relatives of members
ture who have received jobs
or another since 19087 Or, w
| disaster did The Standard for
Yours anxiously
SPECTA
| Fredericton, March 15, 1912

DR BARNARDO S HOMES

| To the Editor of The Telegr:
Sir,—Last May the pr(» ¢
| English- speaking world were
to publish a letter from me,
behalf of the council of Dr
Homes, pointing out the difficult
| we found ourselves owing to ti
£38,000 in our income for
year, and to the continued decrease
the earlier months of 1911. We we
for the first time with the possibl
sity for abandoning the
| Batnardo laid down, and
his successorg, had f,x‘ﬁ ully
since his death—the rule '}(n no destitu
| ¢hild shall ever be refused ﬂdﬂ\m"\OH—\l -
| less we zisked finding ourselves unable to

| mediately
1

fear

the pres

perform our obligations to the 9,400 child-

ren already in our care; or unles
{ lic decided for us that the rule was w
{ keeping, and by their help should 1
Thanks 8ir, to the kindness
press, and to the additional help w
came to us during the latter half of
year, the rule has been kept,
as we know, no destitute child
been refused admission. But
ourselves at the end of last year s
half of the deficiency mad¢
the execuse of myself and my
troubling you again.
In asking for more money
met by a difficulty which the 1
every large institution have 1
More and more the public ¢
to ask themselves whether individual
erosity should tax If with volunt
burdens, in addition to those already
posed by law, for the benefit of t
fortunate or less capable members
community 7 therefore to =
not only 18 worthy of s
port, but that it can better be carried
by private and individual effort t
the state
In the case of
doubts; we believe the help wh
freely, which eomes direct f
sympathy, blesses both those t
those that take; and our
Barnardo’s Homes applies also to all those
great, wisely managed ins s which
are our rivals and our ver comrades
in the children’s service
There is no workh
childrer Before men
| we doubt whether »re 13 any heavie
,senw of dependence them thar
there is among average public school boys
the parent~ \ have done the
| duty by them in the atter of mainter
wﬂ.Il(‘P and education; they are being give
| their chance, and in almost every ca
!our children show that they deserve
| Our children do not become
‘chlldren In Canada, to have
“Barnardo’s” is a bond of union
Barnardo boys, as to 1

|

itse

our work

children we

1

t about our
become

have been

is among Old Etonians; and

ing out into the com 1

a8 many Barnar

produces ”ul E
0121 ( '5

bringing

ashamed of tl

proud of it in fact, and
do it cred "w‘j\' grow up, as we want
them to grow up, not pauperized,
humiliated the remembrance of a some
ahat ¢ ¢ maintenance at the ex
"pensc of unwilling ratepayers but honest
independent men and women, with a grats
ful and f:rn affectionate regard for tt
place that made them so.

What might they have
many of these children wou have hac
a chance of becoming anything but
eurse to their country in the surroundings
from wl they were rescued?
most every one will grow int
citizen, if we may judge by the

I spoke, Sir, of qur “excuse”
ing you. Really it is not an excuse
we need, but a binding obl
rests upon us to press the
) country’s  children, upon' the
| help and sympathy of every one s
the little ones, and who 1s as anx
4a we are to sweep child misery, cl
mis-use, and child destitution irom
face of our land

And for this cause we ask for
and subscriptions to enable us still
‘Leep our rule intact, that in the last
| sort every destitute child may always |
la home to come to, which can mever
!too full to take it, into which 1t mu_
| ways claim to be admitted by nothing

fthe sovereign right of its own destitut

been? How

donations

I am, Sir, your ohedient servant

SOMERSET,

Head officer of Dr
| to 26, Stepney
| March 4, 1912.

President
Barnardo’s Homes
Causeway, London, L.,
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VALLEY HAl
BILL UP I

Opposition Want
That Road Wil
to Grand

A CHANGE O

Opposition  Rally
Adopting  Libe
Condemning
Amendment
Over—Other
sion,

Frederictos
Way was the mailr
this afternoon ar
ing the session ¢
tlde of Premier
for any time.

The premier has
on his side of the }
began. Today Pr
Leod came to his assig
little abuse and much 1
ted that two years ag
had been forced to anof
tried to place the k‘(u
upon Messts. Pugs] ey
rondemned the route
ental and said that its
the country was a crimy
Carvell voted in favor
pgainst the va lley
Mr. Upham muntere
by showing how he
2go. He asked him:




